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I B R V M hunc Arnobij,quo no dlius nc* 
gocij plus mihi exhibuit, tibi potifiimu Gil 
berte dottifiime nuncupdndum exiftimdui: 

no quo coniuttior pcr hoc noftrd dmicitix 

fidtfcd quo teftdtior. quid enim illuftrius, quid dmicitU 
conuenientiut,jf eos per longmquds rcgiones, per innu* 
meros mortaliu oculos fimul uolitdre, quos mutud bene* 
uolentidbonis drtibus qu<efitd conciliduitfQuidme tibi 
comendctju uiderisicgo certe nihil mihi uendico pr<etcr : 
dnimu memorem er grdtu. In te uero quis inter alids do 
tes dc uirtutesno admiretur omnigenZ primum cruditio* . 
nem Migno illo -£=&3EQ^-0 prtceptore digndm, 
quiteobtudm ergdfepietdtem pr<eomnibusdomeRicis 
femper complcxm eftiquis no dmet dlidm pictdtem, qiu 
pdrentes <etdtefeffos folut e tot frdtribus fuftines dc refo 
ueSydtq; ipforum etidm frdtrum comodx promouesitum 
tlidm rurfut,qud nobdem iuuentute tu<e fidei commiffdht 
vmnibut neceffdrijs dd uiti rette dgeddm difciplinis in* 
ftituis. Quid de pietdte ergd deu dicdm> qud prudens tu* 
um pettus et in hoc pr<eceptore refercsjtd omnes dttio* 
nes dubijs m rebm moderdtur>ut qudntu quidcm in te 
nemini offendiculo effe ftudeds.ldm dmicos eo profeque* 
ris dffettuy ut cum eis fdcultdtes omnes communes hdbe* 
re uidedris, dignut qui tdntum prodeffe omnibus UdlcdS 
qudntu cupis: er <u*gurdtur mens hoc quoq^ dffore,qudtt 

4 z doqui* 
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doquidem cd pr&ditus cs dextcritdtc,ut folm rdtione ht* 
ucncris.qud rci dcmeflict curdjtcmq; litcrdTU, fic dpud 
te confrirdtity ut dlterd dlterZ ddiuuct etidm 9 quamuis d* 
pud dltos contrunum ufu ucturc foledt.lamdudum (fcio) 
mufiitM>conuenientiuscffehoclcco Arnohium Idudaru 
Vdbbs ucniattt djfcttui nofhcfi prolixim qukm tud fros 
pdtitur cxcurrdt.ndm iUc mdior efl 3 qui noftris prtco* 
tiijs cgeat^nec pro nterito db <xlio qukmfuifim&i laudari 
potcft.umm filcri non dtbct,quod qudntopcrc tc prtcc* 
ptor EiAftkii comcnddt dc oruat y utopcrc iUum Ldftan 
tius difcipulusJLdttantim vnqua iUe,quifolus co tcmpo* 
re dignus uifus cfl qui Ctfarcs habcret dtfcipulos. Vtcrcfr 
idcmdrgumctumtrattduityfcd hicnoflcr uchcmcntiore 
ftiloutitur.Uocenim folum tclum tunc rcliquucrat>fub 
• imperatoribus ethnicis,atq; ddeo fub Dioclctiano,ommu 
quidnteferegnduerunt m Chriftianos ftuifiimo.Sncccf 
fere dcindcfelicioresdnnifub Corftantino, cum km tu= 
tum effet gcntilium religioncs uel infedari uel contctttne 
reiquo tempore Ldftantiusjndgjftri fui reccnti cxcmplo 
cxcitdtusjn tcliquids cthnicoe fupcrfliticnis ita depugnd 
uit,ut dubiufn fit utrum alteri prtferas.Vifficiliorc ccrte 
proumcum Arnobius fortitus cft, ut qui tutn Chriftian<c 
rcligionis patrocinium fufcepit>cnin apudmaioran mor 
tdlium pdrtem pro dcltrameto haba-etur, cumcfcfuis tan 
tum ipforum armis dduerfdrij conficiendi effent. Viden* 
tur tamen in fummd pdreijtdmetfifuis uterc^ uirtutibus 
prtccUdt.Scd hdnccehfurdm criticisrclinquimus,ncbi$ 
nihil fumpfimus nifi ca\iigdtionvs hborcm. ndm Romd* 
ni ut cdndoris m comunicando,m tranfcribedofidei ldu+ 

dem 



DEDTCATORIA $ 

dem promercnturdtx negxri non potejl y nuUum eos xdhi 
buiffe in legendis prifcis cbxrxttcribus exercitxtum:quo 
fepijiime fxttu efl y ut non Um finccrdm lettionem>quxm 
eius uejligix prodidcrint y pcr qut uix pedetentim xd ueri 
Utem cuxiere potuimus. Txtebcris nos non uxnx ix ttxre, 
fi in uno quouis tcrnione pcriculu fxcere Ubuerit, nojlrx 
hcec jedit» plxnipr fit y xn illx xlterd. ejl en im ingcs difcxi 
men y %r quxntum nonfxcilc crcdxs y niji itltprjeguflxtx. 
Ne c xlium iudicc libcntius cxpio quhn te y quipro tux eru 
ditione potes rem totxm tjlimxrc y pro xmicitix ucro no* 
Jirxetixm libcnter mcis Ixboribus pxtrocinxbcris : quot 
tibi commcndxre fupcrjluu fit y cum ultro folcxt 
quicquid 4 nobis ucnit obuijs ulnis cxcU 
j>ere. Beneuxle. Bxfilc<eCxled. 
lxnuxrij y Anno fxlutis 
M D XLVI 

.... Ukpu< i V;* * 
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EX H4ERONYMO DE VI. 

ris llluftribus ecclefiaftiris* 

arnobiv5 fub Diocleriana 
principe,Sicc£ apud Afncam flore* 
rifsime rhetoricam documfcripfitcp 
aduerfum gentes,quac uul* 
go extant,uolu* 
jnina* 



ARNOBII DISPV* 

TATIONVM ADVER* 
fusGentes. Ubcrprimus. 

^^^^^^^nuUos.quife plurimum ftpcrc 

fuis perfudfionibus credut,infd 
nire,bdcchdri,etuclut cjuidddm 
promptum ex crdculo dicerc: 
poflqua effe hi mundo Chrijlid 
ndgcns cocpitjerrdrv.m orbcm 
pcrijffejnultifomib.miUs df* 
feRum effegenw humdnum.ipfosctidmCcclitesderelU 
<fto curis folennibm,quibui quond* folcbdnt muifere res 
tioflWyterrdrum db rcgionibusextemmdtosfidtuipro 
cdptUydc mcdiocritdte fcrmonis contrdire inuidti, cr cd 
lumniofdA diffolucre crimindtiones:ne,iut illifibi uidcdn 
tnr,populdru dum uerbd dcpromunt,mdgnii dliquid dU 
ccre>dut,fi nos tdlibMcontinuerimMdUtibus, obtinuiffe 
fccdufdm putct,ui£tdmfui uitio,non dffertorum fil cntio 
deflitutdm. Neq; cnim negduerim Udlidifiimdm effe dccu 
fxtioncm ifldm,hoMibus!k codignos odijs nos effc,fi <t* 
pud nos cffe coflitcrit cdu]ds,pcr qudt fuis mundm dBer* 
rduit db lcgibut. Extcrmimdi fumut,fi per nos exdmiM 
tdntd mccrorum mortdlium importdtd funtfcculti. mfyi 
cidmus igitur opinionis ijiius mcntem,w boc quod dicU 
tur,qudicfit:fummotitcii omnibus contcntionum jtudijs, 
quibut obfcumi er contcgi contcpldtio rcrumfolet, an 
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fitiftudquod dicituruerumyWomcntorupdrium cxjmk 
natione penddmus.Ffficictur cnim profctto rdtionu con 
fequentium copuUtUyUt non impij nos mdgiSyfcd iUi ipfi 
reperidntur crimims iftius rei,quife numtnum profiten* 
tureffe cultoreSydtq; inueterdtis religionibus dcditos.Ac 
primumabhisiUud fdmilidricrpUcidd oratione per* 
quirimus:poftqud effl -ncn in terris Chriftidn<e RelU 
gionis occccpit y quidndm inufitdtu, quidinccgnitUy quid 
contrd legcs principdlitcr injlitutdSydut fenfit,dut pdffa 
eft rerum ipfd,qu£ dicitur dppcUdturq; ndturd f Nuquid 
in contrdrids qudlitdtes pripu ittd elcmcntd mutdtd funt, 
ex quibus res omncs confcnfum eft cffe concretds f Nkh* 
quid mdchxm huiusy^r molis>qud uniiurfi tcgimur, er 
continemur 'mclufhpdrtc cft in diqud reUxdtd,dut diffo 
\utd conftruttiofNuquid uertigo h<ec mundi, primigenij 
ptotus modcrdmen cxccdcnsydut tdrdius repere, dut pr& 
cipiti cocpit uolubilitate rdptdrifNuquid db occiduis pdr 
tibusdttoUerefcdftrd,dtq; in ortus fierifignorum cocpta 
tft inclinutiofNunquid ipfe fyderum Sol princcps, cuius 
cmnU luce ucftiuntur dtq; dnimdntur,calore exdrfitjn* 
tepuitydtq; incontrdrioshdbitus modcrdminis folititcm 
perdmcntd corrupitfNunquid Luna dcfiuit redintcgrdre 
fe ipfdm,dtq; in uetcres formds noueUdrum fempcr refki 
tutionetrdducerefNunquidfiigordy nuquidcdlores, nun 
i quid tcporcs mcdij innequdlium tcmporum confufionibus 

t occideruntfNunquidbngoshabercdiesbrumdyVr reuo 

care tdrdifiimds luces nox ccepit <eftdtis f Nuquid fuds d* 
nimds expirduerunt uenti f cmortuisq;fUminibus neque 
coclum codftdtur in nutiU, ncc ntddidutu imbribusdrud 

fuccea 
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juccefcuntt Commcnddtd fcmmd teUus recufdt dcciperci 
autfrondcfcere drbores nolutffdpor frugibiiSyefculentis, 
cxufiis liquoribus mutdtus eftfoledrum cx bdcculis cruor 
teter exprimitur fncc lumini fubminiflrdtur extinftoi 
Animdlid terris fuetd, dtq; in dquis dcgctid non cfuriut, 
nec concipiuntffoctus no m uteris fumptos fms moribus y 
CT fiu lege cuflodiunt ipfihomincsfDcniq; quos per m* 
f)dbitdbiles ords terrt fydxfit primd incipiensq; mtiuu 
tdt,no mdtrimonidcopuldntnuptidru folennibusiuflist 
nondulcifiimds procredntliberpru flirpesfnon negocid 
publicdy no priudtd y et fdmilidrcs rcs dgunttno (ut cuiq; 
libitum cfi) per diucrfds drtium, difcipimdruq; rdtiones 
pigenid diriguntygr ftudiofe referunt ndtiuitdtis ufurdsi 
Non regndnttnon impcrdnt quibus fors rerum dttributd 
cfttTdlibusnon du£liores quotidicdignitdttbus,o*potc 
ftdtibus fruntfiudiciorum difceptdtiombus proefuntflegcs 
mterprctdnturyvj iurdt&onnc omnid ctterdyquibus ui* 
td fuccingitur er continetur humdndyfuis omnes ingen* 
tibus pdtriom cclebrdnt inflitutionibusmoruf Cum igi* 
tur h<cc itd fintyneq; ulld irrupcrit nouitdSy qut tcnorcm 
pcrpctuu rerum diffocidtd continudtionediduxcrit.quid 
cft iftud y quod dicitur inucdd effc Ubcm tcrriSypoflquam 
religio Chriftidnd intulit fe mundoyO* ucriUtis dbfcondi 
t& fdcramctd pdtefecitfSedpcltilvntidSyinquiuntygr ftc* 
citdtcSybetLufrugum inopidmylocufidSymurcSyCr grdndi 
ncsyrcsq; dlids noxids 7 quibus negocxx incurfantur huma 
ndydij nobis importdnt iniurijs ucfbris dtq; offenfionibus 
cxdfoerdti. Si m rebus perfeicuiSy er nuUd m defiderdti* , 
hus defenfionem* non fiolidiUtis effct diutwimmordri, 
«L 4 s ' " oflcn* 
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oftenderem profetto replicdtis prioribus fcadis, mdU 
ijid qu£ dicitis,no effc incognitd,non repctindincc poftq 
gcns nojtrdfclicitdte donxri huius uocdminis meruity ir* 
rupiffc hds UbcSyCr mfeftdri capiffc dificrimmu udrwtx 
te mortdlid. Si enim nos fumus in cdufu cr in noftri crU 
minis meritu excogitdtt funt h<e peflcs y unde nouit dntU 
quitds miferidrU htc nomindfundc belUs fignificdtu de= 
ditfpeftilcntiZygrdndmcs, qud potuit notione figndref 
aut inter fuxs uoces 9 quibus ordtio expltcdbdtur, djfumc* 
retKmfi nouelld funt hxc mdld y <zr db recentibus duciit 
offenfionibus cxufds y qui potuitfieri y ut cis rebus ucrbd 
formdret y quds nec ipfd fciebdt expertdm fe effe y neq; uU 
Us comperijfet mdiorum in tcmporihts fdttitdtdsfPenu* 
fid vnquit frugum y cr dnguftit frumcntdrxx drttius nos 
bdbcnt.Antiqud enim cr uetujiifiimd ficculd necefiitdtis 
iftius dliqudndo fuerunt expertid f nonneipfit nomind 9 
quibus cenfentwr h&c mdU y tcfiificdtur y %r cUmdnt nuU 
(um db his unqui immuncm dbiffe mortdliutQupd (t dd 
credendu difficilis res effcty teflimonijs dgere poffcmus 
duthoruyqudnUyquotieSyet qwegentesfdmcm fcnferint 
borriddmy er dggerdtd interimnt udflitdte. Cdfius fre= 
qucntifiimigrdndinii dccidutydtc^ dtterunt cunttd. in IU 
terisenim prifcis comprehenfum copofitum nonuU 
icmus^tidm imbres fitxeos totds fiepe cominuiffe regio* 
nesfDifficiles pluui<c fdtdfdciunt emori y er fimlitdtem 
mducut terrisAmmunii enim dntiqtd* mdlis db hisfuitt 
cum etiZflumind cognouerimus ingentid limis inhorru* 
iff : ficcdtis. Pe&ilentidC contdgid urunt genus humdnum. 
Anndum fcriptd percmite Imgudru diuerfitdtibus fcri 
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ptd^uniuerfdsdtfcctisgetes fepenumero defoldtds^ ui 
duatas fuis effe cultorilus.A locufiis,d muribus,genus o* 
mnc dcciditur atq; arroditur frugu. Uiflorids itc per e x* 
tcrx^ C7- ab iflis pcfitbus wfiruemini quoties prior <etds 
dffettd fityZr pdupertatis dd mtferids uencrit. Terraru 
ualidifitmis motibustrcmefatttnutant ufq^adpericulu 
ciuitates. Qujd hidtibus maximis interccptds urbes cum 
gentibus fuperiord tempord non uideruntfdut ab huiuf* 
tnodi cafibus fortunds habuere fecurdsfQmdo efl huma 
vumgenus dqudrum dduuijs interemptu f non dnte nost 
QUindo mundus inccnfus in fdtuTlxs er cineres dijfolu* 
tus ejifnon dnte nosfQUdndo urbcs dmplifiim* mdrinis 
cooperU f mtfluttibusfnon dnte nosfQUdndo cum fcris 
bett.u <y prdid cum leonibus gefla funt fnon dnte nost 
Quado pernicics populis uencndtis db anguib. ddtd eflf 
non dnte nosf Ndm quod nobis obiettdre cofuefiis bcllo* 
rum frequcntium caufds y uafiationesurbium, Germdno^ 
rum cr Scythicas irruptiones, cu pace hoc ucflra et cum 
bona uenia dixcrimiquale fit ifiud quod dtcttur, cdlunid* 
rum libidinc non uidetis. Vt dnte mitlid dnnorum decem, 
nb infula qu& perhibetur Atlantica Neptuni (ficut Plato 
danonflrat)magnd erumperct uis hominumjtt imumc* 
rAsfundttus deleret dtq; cxtingueret ndtiocs> nos fuimus 
cdufafut inter kffyrios er Bdttrianos Nino quoddm Zo 
roafircq; duttortbus non tdntuferro dimicdrctur er Kt* 
ribtts, uerum ettam Magicis er Chald^oru rcconditis di 
fciplinis, tnuidia noftrahtcfuit f ut Uelena Dijs ductbus 
*tq; impulforibtts rdptd, cr fuis cffet dtrum er uenturiS 
tcmponbus fatu ? rcligionis noftrt dttributu eji q-iminit 
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ut iHcimmxnis Kerxes mxre terris immittcrct,wgrcfe 
fibusmmd trdfirct 7 noflri nominis cffcftum cR iniuridf 
utex flixcedoni* finibus unus exortus ddolefccns Oricn 
tis rcgtid er popubs cdptiuitdte er fcruitio fubiugdret, 
nos fecimus,dtquc cxcitduimus cdufxsfut modo Komdni, 
uelut dliquot flumen torrens y cunftds fubmergcrcnt dtq; 
obrueret ndtiottes y nos uidelicet nummx prtcipitduimut 
infurorefQnod fi homwm nuUus cfl> qui,qu£ dudugc 
ftd funt y no\irts dudcdt tcporibus imputdre, qucmddmo* 
dum poffumus miferidrum cffc prtfentiu cduf<e,cum no* 
ui fidt mhil,fed fint omnu ueterd>w nuUis dntiquitdtik 
mduditdf QuxnquZ i&d qu& dicitis bcUx Rcligionis no* 
&r£ob inuididmcomoueri 7 non fit difjicile comprobdre 
pofi duditumChriftuminmundonon tdntunon duftd* 
ueru etidm mdiore ex pxrte furidru coprefiionibus immi 
nutd. Nm cum homlnu uis tdntd mxgtflcrijs cius dccepe 
rimus xc legibufymdlum mxlo rependi non oportere, in* 
iuriam perpcti quhn irrogdre effe pr<efidntius:fuum po* 
tiusfunderepqum dlieno poUuere mxnus er confcicntU 
<xm cruoreihdbet 4 Chriflo bencficiu idndudum orbis in* 
grdtusiper qucmferitdtis moUitd cfi rxbics, dtcfc hofiiles 
ntxnus cohibere 4 fdnguine cogndti dnimxntis occoepit. 
Qu,id fi omnes omnino>qui homincs effe non fpecie cor* 
porum,fed rdtionit mtctligunt potcfixte,fdlutxribus eius 
pdcifidscf; decretis durem ueUcnt commodxre pdulifper, 
& non fafiu cr fupercilio tumidijuis potius f ?nfibus> % 
illius comonitionibuscrcdercntmiuerfus idmdudum or* 
bis mitiord m operd conuerfis ufibusfcrrijrdnquiUitdte 
m moUifiimx degcret,w in concordidmfdlutdrem incor 
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YUptis faderti fdnttionibut conucnirct. Scd fi pcr uos vn* 
quitmt nikil rcbus incomoddtur hutodnis, unde funt h<ec 
mldy quibus urgctur e? premitur iamdudum miferdndd 
tnortalitdsf Scntcntidm mcpofcis huic neccffdrkm nihil 
cduf<e.Ncq; cnim pr<efcns dtq; in mdnib.pojitd difceptd* 
tio In id fumptd ejt d mc,ut ojtcndere,ucl probdrctn qui* 
hm undqu<eq; res cdufis cr rdtionibus fieret.fed ut male= 
dittd criminis tdnti procul cffc db nobis cjlendere. Quod 
fi pr<eflo,fi fdtto et drgumctis infignibus rei ueritds cx* 
plicdtur, unde fint h<ec mdld, ucl cx quibus profludntfon 
tibus principijsq^no curo . Ac ne tdmen ommno quid de 
rcbws huiufmcdi fentid, nihil uidedr interrogdtws expro 
mere^poffum dicrrc: Quid cnim fi primd mdtcrics, qu<e 
in rerum qudtuor clancta digejtd efl.mtferidrum ommii 
cdufa fuis continet rotdtionibus inuolutdtf Quid fi fyde 
rum motut certti fignis, pdrtibM,tcmporibus, lineis pd* 
riunt h<ec mdld,zr fubiettis s.fferunt mriorum difcnmi* 
n um neccfiitdtcsfQuid fi jtatis tcpcribut rerum uicifiitu 
d mcsfiunt^tq^ut in mdritimvs <ejtibus,modo fecud&res 
afjiuunt,modo rurfus rcfluuntmdlisrcaprocdtibiKpro* 
fterdfQuid fi mdteri<ef<ex iftd, qudm fub noftris calcd* 
tnw> ingrcfiibtis^hdnc hdbet fibi legcm datam, ut expiret 
ttocentifiimos hdlitus,quibus corruptus der ifte, etcorpo 
ribus \dbemferdt>ct negccid i/nfirmet humdndf Quid fx % 
quod proximum uero eSt^quicquid nobis uidetur dduer* 
fum,mundo ipfi no cft mdlumxmniaq* qu<e fiunt noftris 
commoditdtib.fldtucntes,opmionibus improbis crimind 
tnur euentd Hdtur<ef?Uto ille fublimis dpex philofopho* 
tum & columen,fieud itla diluuid,et cofUgrdtiones mun 
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di y purgationem terraru fuis cffe m commentarijs prodi 
ditmcc uir prudes cxtimuit humani gcncris fubuerfionc, 
cladem,ruinxs,intcritus,funera, reru innouationcm uo^ 
carc, cr iuuentutehis quadam redintcgratis un ibuscc* 
parari . Non pluit inquit calum, er frumctorum inoptx 
nefcioquxlaboramus. Quidcntminfcruirc elcmctatuis 
necefiitattbus pojtulasfatq;, utuiucrc moUius crdclica* t 
tius tupofiis,obfequiatemporu tuis dcbcnt commoditati 
bus fc darcfQuid cnim fi hoc pafto nautgatiois cupidifii 
mus conqueratur uentos iamdiu non effe, cali coquie 
uiffc flaturasfNunquid idco diccndu c\l pernictofam cffe 
trxnquitlitatcm iUam mudi,quia ucftortbus impcdUt uo 
tafQuid fi Sole aliquis torrerc fc fuetus,et acqiarere cor 
porijiccitatem,rattonc confimili conqueraturfrequcltfc 
fimisnubtlis iucunditatcmfercnitatisablatamf Nunquid 
idco diccnda funt nubiU inimica obduftioncpcdar,quix 
Ubidini no pcrmittitur ociofc rutilare fe flammis,^ cau 
fas potionibus prtpararcfEuentx h&c omnia, qut fiunt, 
W accidunt molc fub hac mundi,comodulis non funt no* 
flris,fcd ipfitts pcndcndx rationtbus ordintbusq; natune % 
Nec fi aliquid accidit, quod nofmctipfos, aut rcs noftras 
parum Utis fucccfitbus fouit, continuo malum c&, cr in 
rxitUbilis rci opinione ponedum.Pluit mundus, aut non 
pluit,fibimct pluit,aut non pluit:<&- quodforfitan ncfci* 
4S,aut uligine nimiam ficcttatis ardore dccoquit,aut lon* 
gifiimi tcmporis ariditate pluuiarumeffufiontbus tcmpe 
rat. Pefitlentias,morbos,famcs,atq; altas fuggertt malo= 
rum exitiabiles formas:unde ttbi eft fctre, ne quod cxubq 
ratfic totUt,ut per fua dfycndia modum rebus luxurian 
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Ubusfigdt f Tu dudeds dicere,hoc cr iBud f A in mundo 
malum,cuiusexplicare,diffolucre,neqi origmem udledt, 
nc% caufamtct quia tuM impcdiat dehciaru,forfitan cr 
Ubidmum,uoluptates,pcrniaofum effeatq; afrerum du 
iMtQuid crgo,quiafrigus membris tuti dduerfum cfl,et 
congeUre fdnguinis tuifcruorem folet, iccirco in mundo 
byems effe non debcttEt quia perferre fidgrdntifiimos fo 
ies non potcs,cx dnno tftds toUenda efttat^ alijs legibus 
alid rurfus ordinanda naturatVeratru uencnum eft ho* 
mimbus,nunquid ob hanc caufm non dcbuit nafcitOuU 
hbus infidiatur lupus, nunquid in culpa natura cfl, quod 
lanitijs extulit importunifiimam beluamtMorfu dnimam 
ferpens toUit:maledicam falicct primordijs rerum, quod 
tamfeua prcdigidgeniturisfrirdntibusdddiderunt. Su* 
perciltofa nm$L rcs cjl,cum ipfe fis non tuusjlicna cti* 
• am in poffcftione uerferis,potentioribus dare conditione 
uelle,ut idfiat,quod cupias,no quod in rebusinuenerisdn 
tiquis cojlitutiombus fixu. QUdre haberefilocii ueftrM 
uultis qucrimonids homnes, priutcftutdoccdtis unde % 
ucl quifitis,uobisnefitgenitusarfabricatus mundus, dt% 
ineum ucneritis alienis ex regionibusinquilmi. Quod 
cum dicere no fxt ucBru,neq ; explicare pofitis cuxusrei 
caufd fub hdc cali couexione uerfemini, defiflite arbitra 
ri pertincrc dd uos quicquaxum ca que fiunt, no pdrili* 
terfiat,fedddfcnfus fummaredednt referaturcg totius. 
Chriflidnoru,mquiunt,cdufd mdld omnid ddierut, et m« 
tcritus copdrdtur ab fuperttfiugibus. Rogo cu htc dici* 
tis,no calumnidriuos improbe, m dpertis conftncitit m<t 
nifeflis% mmddcijstTrccctifunt anniferm, mim uct 



x6 ARNOBn ADVERS^S 

plut dliquid y ex quo cccpimus cffc Chrijlidni, tcrrdri 
m orbc ccnferimunqutd omnibus his unnis continudfue* 
runt bcUd,continu*flerilttdtcs,pdXnuUd m tcrris, nuUd 
protinus uMtdtdut dbunddntid rcrumfuitfHoc cnim pri 
mum cfftcicndum cft,ci qui nos drguit, perpetuds er tu* 
ges cdtxmitdtes fuiffe hdt>nunqudm omnino rcfirjffe 
mortdlidtcr finc uUis(ut dicitur)feri]s, multiplictu ford 
mds fuflinuiffcdifcriminu. Atqui non uidcmus mcdijs his 
annis y mcdijsq; temporibut y ex uittis hoflibus innumerj, 
bilcs cffe uittorids rcportdtdtfproldtos tmpcrij fines y %r 
m potcfldtcm reddttds tndudtti nominis ndtiones f ftpc* 
numcromdximos dnnorufutffe prouetuty uilitdtes, dt<p 
dbunddntidt rerum tdnt<u y ut comercid ttupcrent uniuer 
fd pretiorum duttoritdteprofirdtdfQucmddmodu cnini 
rcs dgri,vr ufij; dd hoc tempusgenus qui durdrct mortd 
\ium y fi non omnid y qu<£ ufus pofceret>fubminifbrdrct fer 
tilttdsrerumfSedfucruntdliqudndo nonnuUd in neccfiU 
tdtibus tcpord.Et rcldxdtd funtdbunddntijs.Rurfuscon* 
trd uoluntdtem qutddm bcUd ddmintfbdtd . Et uittortjs 
pofimodumfuccefitbusq; corrcttd. Quidergo dicemusf 
wiuridrum nofirdru dcos modo memores cffe y modo effe 
rurfut immemoresfSi quo temporefdmes cjijrdti cffe di 
cuntur, fequitur ut abunddntidc tcmpore irdti er difficU 
lcs non fintidtq; itd perducitur rcs eo y ut uicibus ludicris, 
Cr pondnt+w rcpetdnt irdt:&- in mtegru fc fempcr of= 
fenfionum rccorddtionc refiitudnt. QUdnqud ifiud quod 
dicitur y qudle fit y explicdbili no potcSt coprchenfionc co 
ftiofci. Si AldmannosJPerfds, Scythdt, iccirco uoluerunt 
iculmciyquod hdbitdrent w dcgercnt m corum gentibus 
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ChriftUni,quemddmodum Komdnis tribuerc uiftorUm* 
cum bdbitarent v degerent m eorum quoque gcntibus 
ChriftUnifSi'mAfid y SyrU y iccircomurcs,ctlocuftdsef s 
ferucfccre prodigUlitcr uoluerunt,quod rdtione confimi 
li hdbitdrcnt meorum gentibus ChriftUniim Hifrdnia, 
cur codcm tempore horu nihil ndtum cjt, cum va 
numeriuiucrent m his quoq ; prouincijs ChriftUnitSi d* 
pud Getulos,tum Aquitdnos huius rci cduft ficcitdtc fiu 
tis driditdtcq; miferunt> eo dnno cur mcjfes dmplifiimM 
Mduris Nomddibusq; tribucruntt cum rcligiofimilis his 
quoq; m regionib. ucrterctur. Si m ciuitdte una qudlibct 
fdmc plurimos cmori noftri nommis duerfione fecerut, 
cur ibidcm dnnondrU cdritdte non tdntu corporis no no 
ftriy ucrumetUm ChriftUnos ditiores er locupletifiimosi 
rcddxderutt Aut igitur cuntti nihil Leti hdbcrc dcbucruti 
fx mdorucdufdnosfumusindtionibiK cnim fumus incutt 
fcsidut cu mixtd uidcdtis cum mcommodis Utddefinite 
nobis dfcriberc id quod ojfendit rcs uc&rds, cum nihil Id 
tis officUmus ct profreris. Si cnim cgo ut mdle fit fdcio* 
cur ut benefit non obftotSiM inopU mdgndfit,meu no* 
mcn in cdufit cftxur nihil impcdio ut fit fcrdcitas mdxU 
mxtSuut in beUis dccipidturuulnus^egodicor dffcrre fbr 
tunm,cur ductlcs cum pereutMuum duguriu non fum> 
nec dducrfus ft>es bonds mdli onimis obfcocnitdte trddu* 
corfEt tdtncn 6 mxgni cultores dtq; dntiftites numinum, 
curirdfci popuHsChriftUnis duguftifimos ittos djfeuc* 
rdtps deosfitd non dducrtitis,non uidetis, dffettus q tur* 
pes,qubn indecordsnuminib.dttribudtis inftnidsfQuid 
t)l cnim diud irdfci,quminfdttire;c[ furercqum in uU 
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tionti Ubidmem fcrri,& in dlterius doloris cruccm, effe 
rati peftoris dltcndtioe bdcchdrifhoc ergo dij mdgnt no 
runt,perpcttutur,etfcnttut,quodfer£,quod bclu<e, quod 
mortifer* cotinent uenendto m dente natriccs. Quqd le 
tffctftf in homme,quod tcrreno in dnimitc culpdbtle cjt, 
fr<efidS iUd ndturd,w in perpetuje utrtutis firmitdte con 
fijles,fcire djfeuerdtur d uobis. Et quid ergofequttur ne* 
ccffario,ni)i,ut ex eoru lumimbiu fcintiHe emtcent,flum 
m£<ehuent,dnhe\umpeaut$tritu ucidtex ore, ^jex 
uerbvs drdcnttbus Ltbroru ficcttM mdlbcfutf Quodfi ue 
rum cft tZtud,<& f # cxplordtu,& cognttu, wferuefce 
re deos ird,&huiufmodi motus pcrturbdttbe iaildrt,m 
mortdles,& perpetui no funt,ncc in dtuinitdtis alicuius 
cxiftimdtione ponendt. vbi cnim eji uUusficutftptenti*; 
tm uidctur,dffeaus,ibi effe neccffe cjt pdfiionc.vbt pdf 
fiofitd e§t,perturbdtioni confcntdneum cft confequt,ubi 
perturbdtio eSt,\bi dolor er <egritudo c& • Vbt dolor er 
tgritudo efi,imminutioi cr corruptioi um locus ejiiqus 
4uofi uexdt,ddefluic'MM intcritus,morsomnidfinicns> 
ctcu&itddimensfcntietib.uitdm. Qjndtquod tflomodo 
von txntutHos leues & feruidos:ueru,quod db dijs conue 
nitproculeffedimotu,z?'miquos inductm,&'mtufios> 
X? <equitdtts uel modtcs nuU prorfus obtmcre rdttone. 
Quidejt enim tdm iniu&u \ in dlws irdfci,w dUos l*dc 
re,de hommxbut coqueruv innoxid dtldcerdre frumen 
tdfChrijtidnum nome odtffe, & dtftendijs omntlusfuos 
Idbcfxftdre cultoresfAt nunquid iccirco m uos cttdtnfem 
! niunt, ut mteftmis uulnertlus concitdti in ultione cofur* 
Idtis Moruf&go hunwtd pdtrocinid dij qutrut, w nifi 
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Ut&rafuerintajfertione prote(li,idoncino funtipfl,qui 
propulfare,dcfcndcrc fuM ualeant cotumcliM. Quinim^ 
tno fi ueru ej} ardere illos ira, permittitc iUis potcjhtcnt 
fui,defcndit fe ipfi:<tt(fr in ultionc maicfiatis ojfcnfe m* 
teftinM exerant experiaturq;uirtutes.?ojfuntnos,fiuo 
luerint,£jtu*poffunt nocctifiimofrigore,poffuntaurispc , 
Stilibus,poffunt morborum obfcurifiimis caufis cnccare, [ 
eonfu)ncre,atq$ abomnipcnituscoctu cxtreminarcmor 
talium. aut fi malum confiliu e§t aggrcdi nos ui,emittant 
aliquod indignationis fignu, per quod cffe liquidum cun 
ftis pofiit inuitifsimis nos eis habitare fub cocb. Vobis fe ' 
cundas tribuant ualctudmes:aduerfas nobis, ac pcfsimas. 
Opportunis imbribus ueflra irrigent rura.plmiarti quU 
cmq; funt rores,noftris ab agcUulis abigant.Lanitiacu* 
rent ue&ra numerofis fatibus multiplicari, fterilitate in 
faufham noftris pecuarijs inferant.Ex oliuis ucftris atcfc 
u'mctisplcnamfaciXtautumnitatcmfundi:atex no&ris 
exprimi unu probibeant palmitisrorem. Adcxtrcmum \ 
er ultimu,in ucitro orc prjccipiant fuamfrugcs rctinere 
naturam:at ucro in noftro mcl amaru ficri.olearu flucn* 
ta racefcere, arfub ipfis potum labris in acoris pcrfidi* 
dmu'mmrepcntemutari.(^dcuminimcficri tcftifi* " 
centur res ipfie,neq; minus ad nos quicquam,ncq ; ad uos 
pUirimuredundareuitdibusex bcncficijsconftct,libido 
qu<e tata eft inimicos atq; hoflcs dcos cjje cotendcre Chri 
jtianisfquos m rcbus trijtifsimis, atq^ Utis nihil abs tc ui 
deas ratione in aliqua difcreparef Siueru uobis permitti ■ 
tis,ac (ineuttis affentationibus dichuerba funt h<tc,ucrb<t 
funt,res immo per calumnias crediU,non cognitionis ali 
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cuius te&imonio comprobdt<e.C<tteru dijueri, er quihd 
here, quiferre nominis huius dutoritdtem condignifunt, > 
neq^ ir<tfcuntwr,neq; indigndnturjteq; quod dlterinocc* 
dt, infidiofis mdehindtiombutcoflruunt. Etcnim reucM 
c& impiumyO- fdcrilegid cunttd trdnfccdcns,fdpientcm 
ilUm crcdcrc bedtifsimZq, ndturdm mdgnii dliquid put<t 
YCyfi fcfibidliquis ddtddtorid humititdte fubtrtittdt: er fi 
fuerit nonfd(tum>dcftc£idm fe credere,& dbfummi cul 
minis dccidijfc fd&igio.Vuerile,puf\\lu rSier exile ,uix 
er SUs conucnicns>quos idmdudu cxpericntid doftorum 
dmonts appcUdt, er hos non noffc ccclcflid 9 er m hdc 
rerum mdterid crdfsiorc coditionis fu<cforte ucrfxri. ve 
fbdfunt h&cyucfcrd funt irreligiofe ophidtd,w irrcligio 
fxm creditd. Qumimmo,ut ucrius protoqudr, bdrufcices 
bdsfdbulM > conic8orcs,drioli,udtes,0' nunqul non ud* 
tii concmmucrc fvtdtici:qui nc fu<tdrtes IntcrcdnUdc ne 
fiipes cxiguds cofultoribw excutidnt idm rdrisft quldo 
uos ueUe rem ucnirc in inuididm cope)'cruntjndignitur % 
dccldmitdntq;:\n tcplis idm rdritdt fummd r/h Idccntdtt 
tiqu£ derifui cerimoni*, er fdcroru quonddm ueterrimi 
ritus religionum noUdru fupcr&itionxbus occiderunt.mc 
rito humdnu genos tot miferidru dnguflijs premitur y tot 
ldoruexaucidtur<erumnis.Ethom'mcsbrutu 
quodjitumfub lumheelhcficitdtc ingcnitd nequcutes ui 
dere,dudent dffeuerdrefuriofhquod uos credcreno erux 
befcitisfdni. Ac nc quis nos tdmen diffdentid rcfronfw* 
nis, trdquiTlitdtis cxiflimetdeos dondrc muneribut, inno 
xids dffngcrc his mcntes,dtq ; db omni perturbdtione di 
motds,coccddmw,ficut Ubitu uobis eft, mtendere in nos 
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irM,funguini iUos fitirc nojirum, cr iamdudunos cupe* 
rc morUliu fubmoucrc dc feculis. Scd fi non cjl mokjlu* 
nongrdue?fi comums officijres e&,non cxgrdtid,fed ex 
ucro difceptdtionisbuius difceptdremomentd,dudirei 
uobiscxpofcimM,qut ndm fit h&c rdtio,qut cdufd,pro* 
pter qudm m nostxntu %r dij feuidnt fuperi,zr dfyerdti 
hommcs indrdcfcdt.Keligiones,inquiut,impids, dtq^ j/n* 
duditoscultus tcrrdru inorbetrdttdtis. QuidopdrticU 
pes rdtiois dudctis bomincs proloqui, quid cffutirc, quid 
promcre temerdrU uocis defccrdtione tetdtisf Deu prin 
\ cipcm rerum cunctdrum qu£cunq; funt, dominu fummi* 
tdtcm omnium fummoru obtincntc ddordrc, obfequio uc 
nerabili muocdrc,in rebusfcfsis totis,ut itd dixerim, fett 
fibusdmplexdri,dmdrc,fujj>icere, execrdbilis rcligio ejl 
CT mfduftdiimpietdtiszrfdcrilegij plend,c£rimonids 
dntiquitus in&itotds nouitdtis futfuper&itionccontdmi 
nisfRoccmeeft quxfo duddx ittud fdcinus er immdnc, 
proptcr quod mxximi coditcs dculcos m nos mtcdunt ir<t 
rum dtq; mdigudtionu fudrumfpropter quoduo^ipfi,cZ 
hbido mceffcrit jxud, cxuitisnos bonis,extermmdtis pa 
trijs fedibwsyirrogdtis fupplicid cdpitdlid,torquetis,dild* 
cer4tis,exuritis,zr dd extrcmu nosfcris er bcludru U* 
nidtibuA obicddtisf Quifquis i&ud m nobisddmndt, dut 
in dliqudducit crimindtione ponendum, is bdud nomine 
dppcUdndus c&homini5,qu<Zuisitte uidedturfibi,hdud 
deus ejfe credendut eft,qudmuisipfefe?jfc fimilem pro* 
fitedtur. In udtib. profdnis nos impios TtodontM dut iup . 
piter nomin<tt,w ipfe dicetur deus,dtq; m ordine copu* 
tdbitur nummufqui dut fummo feruientibus regi crimen 
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impietdtis afjingit y aut fibi torquetur maieftateeiM y cul* 
tumq; prtcponi.DcliM ApoUo y uel clariM y didym*M y phi 
lefius y pythiM y ty is habendus diumus eftfqui aut fummti 
Imperatore nefcit y aut ignorat 4 nobis quotidianis ei pre 
cibm fupplicari:quifipc£loru fecrcta hcfcirct, nec quid 
in intimisfenjib. contineamM y agnofceret:ft(wnu tamen 
inuocare nos Deum y <y ab eo quod poftulamus orare y uel 
nuributpotuit fare,uelipfiMuccisfono>qua utimurm 
prccibut,nofcitare. Nondum eft locm ut explicemus om«= 
nes &os y qui nos damndnt y quifint y uel unde fmt:quanttk 
pofsint y uel nouerm ticur ad Chri&i paueant mcntionem y 
difcipulos cur eim inimicos habeant er muifos:quod ta= 
nten hnmanu poUicentibus fenfum una pariterdcfinitto= 
ne figamM y nihilfumus aliudchrifliani y nifi mag&ro 
Chri&o furnmx regis ac Vrmcipis ueneratores:nihd y fi co 
fideres y aliud'muenies mi&dreligione ucrfari. H&c totU 
us fumma cR a&ionis.hic propofitus termmM diumoru 
offiaorum^hicfinisjiuic omnes ex more pro&crnimur* 
hunc coUdtis prcabM adoramM y ab hoc tuRa y cr honem 
ftd y & auditu eiM condignd depofcimM:non quo ipfe de* 
fideret fupplices nos effe y aut amet fubfterni tot miUiu ue 
nerdtionem uidere:utilitds htc no&ra ePt y cr ccmmodi 
nofbri ratione freftans. Nam quid pronidd culpdt y ct di 
hbidmis udrios dppetitM uitio fumM mfirmitatis mgeni 
Ut y pdtitur fe f mper noftris cogitdtiomb. concipi:ut dum 
Slum ordmus y v mereri eim contendimus munerd y dcci* 
pidmus mnocentidt uoluntdtem y CT ab omni nos Idbe deti 
' fiorum omntu mputdtione purgemus. Quid dicitis 6 fd 
cridiumtfyintcrprctcswrufmcUorisncfunt cdufa qui 

Grm 



I 



(JENTE S L I B . I *1 

GriMulr* ddonwt kr« , A/o; lootf/o*, Libent'mos y qum 
fumus nos omncs qui Deum colimus rerum pdtrem y dtq; 
db eo depofcimus rebus fefiis Unguetibusq; tutdmindf Et 
Mi cdti y fdpientcs,prudentifiimi uobis uUentmncc repre 
hefioms ullius y qui Ydunos y quifldtudS y ciuitdtuq; genios, 
lui Pdufos reuerentur,itq y BeHonds.Nos hebctes y ftolidi, 
jtttuiyobtuft pronucidmur w brutiia dedidimus nos dco, 
cuius nutu cr di'bitrio omne quod cft y cotijldt^ mfen* 
tcntitfu* perpetuitdtedefixum efl. Hdnccmefcntctidm 
promitisfhdnc lcgcm conflituitisfbic promulgdtis y utho 
HoribM ufficidtur dmplifimis quifquisueflrosddordue* 
rit fcruulostcrucc meredturextremi quifquis uobvs ipfis 
dommis fupplicdrittin ciuitdtib. mdximis y dtq- m potcn 
tiQrib.popults fxcrd publicc fiuntfcortis meritorijs quott 
ddtthdtq; muulgdrcmlibidinem proflitutismuUustimor 
indigndtionps m dijs efl. Tepldfelibus y fcdrdbcis y er bu* 
cultsfubUmibusfunt eldtdfdfbigijs ifilcnt irrif* nummtc 
potcfldtes y nec Uuore dffiauntur wllo, quodfibi compdnt 
tds dnimdntiu uilium confticiunt fdnftitdtes. Nofctf folis 
funt mimici y nobis dfrcrrimi Dij hofies y quid pdtremue* 
nerditmr illoru y per quem y fi funt y effe er bdbcre fubitdn 
tidmfui numims mdicjldtisck cxpcruU quo ipfdm dcitd 
tan(»t itd dicdm) fortiti effc fcnttut y & m rerii numcro 
recognofcut y cuius uoluntdte <& *rbitrio y <er mterire.a' 
folui y necfoluipoffunt y nec intcrire. Udmfiomnesconcc 
dimus unum cffc prmcipe folum y qucm nuUd rcs dlid uetu 
Sidte temporis dnteceddt y pofl lUum neceffeefl cunfld er 
ti4td effe cr proditd y O' m f ui nommis profiluiffe ndtu* 
Ydm. Qupd ft fixum CT Utu cft>ent nobis confequcs cott 
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fitnuw deos effe ndtiuos.O' d principe rerufonte or* 
tmfui origvncm ducere. Quifi funt natiui,er gcniti, er 
mteritioibm utiq; pericuUsq; uicini. At enim effe crcdun 
tur immortdlcsyperpctuuo' ^uUim unqudpdrticipesfi* 
tiis.Ergo iftud munm dei pdtris er donum eft,ut infinita 
meruermt idcm cffc pcr fxculd a cu fint Idbiles folubtlesq; 
ndturd. Atq; utindm daretur m unimfpecicm concionis 
toto orbe contrdfto ordtionc hdc utiw humdni ingene* 
ris dudictid coUocdri. Ergone impit religionis fumus d= 
pud uos rei,wquod cdput reru cr columen uenerdbili* 
bm ddimm obfcquijs>ut couitio utdmur ucftrojnfdufti et 
athei nucupdmurfEt quis mdgis rcttim horumferet in* 
uididm nominu ? qudm qui dliu prt hoc deum, dut nouit* 
dut fcifcitdtur,dut creditf Now huic omnes debcmm hoc 
ipfum primum quod fummt quod cffe hommes dicimurf 
quod db eo ucl mifii,ucl Idpfi cmtdtejnoc in corpore co* 
tincmurfNo quod inccdimm, quodfrirdmm et uiuimm, 
ab eo dd nos ucnitfuiq; ipfit uiucdi cfficit nos cffe, er dni 
ntdli dgitdtione motdrifNonne db hoc effiuunt cdufie,pcr 
quds noftrd fulcitur fdlm udrkru muwficentid uoluptd* 
tumfMundm ifte hi quo degitis.cuim cjtfdut quis cim uo 
bis dttribuit frudu poffcfiioncq; rctmerefQW,ut fubie 
ftds res cernerc>ut cotreitdre^ut confidcrdre poffetis,pu 
blicum iftudlumcn dcdit f Quis.nefixd pigriti<eftupore 
torpefcerent clemctd uitdlidfolis igneis conftituit ad rc= 
rum mcremetdfuturostSolem deum cu effe crcddtis,con 
ditorem eim,opificcq; non qu<eritis!Lund cum dpud uos 
dedfit,non fimditerfcire curdtis gcnitor eim o-fdbrica 
tor quisfitmdnnc cogitdtio uos fubit confiderure,difqui 
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rere,m cuid poffefiione uerfcmmi I cuid in re fitis f cuiut 
ifidfit y qudmfdtigdtis terrdkuius der ifle>que uitdli reci 
procdtis d ftirituicuius dbutdmini fonttbut? cuius liquo* 
retquriuentorudijftofueritfldmintf quisundofis cxco* 
gitduerit nubcsiquis femmum frugifcrds potefidteis rd= 
tionum proprietdte diflinxeritiApoUo uobis pluiUMcr* 
curius uobispluit?AcfculdpiM,Hcrcules,dUt Didnd ratio 
nem imbrium,tempe&dtuq; finxerutmhoc fieri qui po 
tefiycum in mundo profitedmmi eos ndtos y ccrtoq; tempo 
re fenfum drripuiffeuitdlcmfSienim temporis dntiquita 
te mundus eos dnteucnit^ priufqud ndtif mt y iam noue 
Ydt pluuids tcmpcjtdtesq; ndturd, nuUum ferius ndti plu* 
endi tus hdbet,neq; evs mfercre rdtionib. fc poffunt,quas 
tnuenerunt hic dguo* mdiore db dutore trdttm. O md* 
xime,6fumme reruinuifibiliu procredtor. Oipfcmui* 
/f,Cr nullis unqud coprchenfenaturis y dignus y dignus cs 
uere(fi modo tedignu mortdli diccndu efl orc)cuift>iras 
omnis intcUigcsq; ndturd^ hdbere cr dgere nunqudttt 
defindt grdttds:cui totd conucnidt uitd gcnu nixo procu* 
bere,w contmudtis precibus fupplicdre. Primd enim tu 
cdufd es y locus rertiy dc ft>dcium,funddmentu cundorum 
qwecuq; funt y infinitus, ingcnitus p immortdliSyppetuus* 
folus,que nuUd dclinidt formd corpordlis,nuUd determU 
ndtcircufcriptio qudUtdtis y expers qtktntitdtis, fine fitu 9 
motUyO- hdbitu y de quo nihil dici cr exprimi mortdlium 
potefl fignificdtione uerboru:qui y ut 'mteUigdris,tdcendii 
eftydtcfctUt pcr umbri te pofiit errds muefiigdre fufaitio, 
nihil efi omnino muticndu.Dd uenii rex fumme tuos per 
fequentibusfdmub$:& (quodtu* benignitdtis eflprcm 

b s prium 



*€ ARNOBII ADVERSVS 

priu )fugietibus ignofcc tui nommis cr rcligionis cultu. ? 
Non cfl miru fi ignordris:mxioris eii ddmirdtiois fi fcid 
rismifi forte dudtt quipLhoc cnim furiofe reftdt ifdnif, 
nmbigerc^dubitirc^n fit ifte DeuSydn nonfit:explordtd 
fidei ucritdte>dn rumoris cafii opmdtione (it creditus. Au 
dimus cnim quofdi philofophdndi ftudio deditoSypdrtim 
uUi negdre uim effe dtumiypdrtim dn flt quotidte qu&re 
re:dlioscdfib.fortuitis,etcocurfionib. tcmerdrijs fummi 
reru conftruereydtq; diuerfitdtis imt>ctufdbricdri:cu qui 
bus hoc tcpore nidlu nobis omnino fuper tdli erit obftmu 
tione certdtnen. Aiut enim fdnd fcntictesycotrddicere re= 
busftultisftultiti<ceffemdioris. SermocuhisnobiscjUq 
diuinu effe cofenticntesgenus dc mdiorib.dubitit y cu ij= 
iem effe plebeid dtcfc humdtord fdteitur. QUfd ergojes 
titxs argumetis nitemur dtq; cLtbordbimusobtinere? Di 
fccddt htc logCydtq; d nobvs procuhprocul inqui(ut dici 
tur)dberucetur dmetid. Itd eft enim pcriculofum drgume 
ffc dggredi deu prmcipe comprobdre,q rdtione hUiufmo 
di effe iUum y ucUc cognofcere. Nr c quicq refert,dut dtfcre 
pdtyUtrumnc neges ittu y dn dfferds,dtq; exifterefdtedris: 
cu m eddem culpd fit 9 er dffertio tdlis rei 9 er dbnegdtio . 
refutdtoris mcreduli. Qjufq ne cft hommu, qui non cum j 
iftius prmcipis notionc die prinue ndtiuitdtis mtrduerit 9 
cui no fit 'mgenitu y no dffixuyimo ipfis pcne in genitdlib. 
ntdtris no impreffumynpn mfitu>effe regem dc dommti, 
cunftorum qutcunq^ funt moderdtorcllpfd deniq; hifce* 
re fidnimdntid mutd potuiffentfi m Imgudru noftrdrum 
fdc&tdtem foluiyimmo (i drbores y gleb& y fdxdyfenfu dnU 
utdtd uitdli uocis fonitu quircnt et wboru artkulos 
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tegrdre y itd no duce mturd^ mdgifird y non incorrupu 
fimplicitdtisJide y Qr inteUigerent effe deum, v cunfto* 
rum dominu folum effecUmdretfSedfruflrd y inquit y nos 
fdlfo cr cdlumniofo incefiitis cr dppetitis crimmc : tdn* 
quam cdmus inficids effc Deum mdioremxum d nobis cr 
luppiter nominetur, cr optimus hdbedtur cr mdximus: 
cumq; lUi dugujlifitmds fedes y <zr cdpitolid cofiitucrimus 
immdnix. Dtfiimtltd copuUrc y dtq- y in undm ftcciemcogc 
rc induftd cofufione condmini. deus omnipotens me* 
te und omtiflt>& communi mortdlitdtis dffcnfu y neq; ge * 
nitus fcitur y ncq; noudm in lucnn dliquido effc proUtw, 
nec cx dliquo tcmpore ccepiffe cffc y ucl ftculo. \pfc e& 
nimfon$rerum y fdtorf<eculortm dctcmporu. Nonenim 
ipfa per fe funt y fed ex eius perpetuitdte y perpetud y et infi 
nitdfemper continudtione procedut.At ucro \uppiter(ut 
uo$fertiS)gr pdtrem hdbet y %r mdtrem y dUos y dutds y frd* 
trcs:nuncnupcr in utero mdtris fu<eformdttts y dbfolutus 
menfibus cr cdfummdtus dccem y tgnotdm fibi i/n lucc fcn 
fu irruiffc uitdli. Ergo y (t h<cc itd funt y luppiter cffc deus 
qui potefitcum iUum effc perpetuft conftct y er pcrhibcd* 
tur dlter k uobis.CT dies hdhuiffc ndtdlc$ y cr pducfd&ut 
re noud Umcntdbilcm cxtultffc udgitumtSed fint (ut uul 
tis)unum y ncc'tn altqud uinumtnis, cr mdiefidte difidtt* 
tes:ecquid ergo miufiis perfequimini nos odijs t Quui y ut 
cm'mi$pefiimi>nofbri nominis inhorrcfcitis mcntionet 
fi y quem Deum colitis y eum cr nosfdut quid tn eddem cdH 
fd uobis cffc cotenditis fdmilidres deos : t/nimicos dtq^ in* 
fcfiifiimos nobis f Etenim y fi und religio efi ncbis uobticfr 
cSmunis 9 ceffxt ird cafcAiumfin nobfs infefii funt folis, 
\ * manift 
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mdnifeflum eSt nefcirc,%r uos> er iUos Dcum : quem loc 
ucm non effe ipfis cldrum efl mdigndtionibus numinum. 
Sed non('mquit)iccirco dij uobis mfcfli funt 9 qu6d omnU 
potctem coUtis dcumfed quod homincm ndtu,^r(quoi 
perfonis mfdmeefl uilibus)crucis fupplicio interemptu, 
& dcum fuiffc contenditis, cr fupcrcffe ddbuc creditis, 
W quotididnis fupplicdtionibus ddordtis. Si uobis iucun* 
dum cfl dmici, cdiffcrtdte quindm fint hi dij, qui k nobis 
Chrihum colifudm credJxt dd miurimpcftmerelldnus 
idniculi conditortvr ciuitdtis Sdturnk Sdturnus duftor* 
fdundyfdtud Fduni uxor * bond ded qu£ dicitur, fcd umo 
meliori,zr Uuddbilioripotuflndigctes iUi, quiflume rc- 
punt,& in dlucis Numici cum rdnis er pifciculis degutf 
AefcuUpius,^ Liber pdter,Coronide itc ndtus,ex geni 
tdlibus mdtris dlter fulmmeprmpitdtusflAercuriiis utc 
rofufusMdi<e?o-(quod cft diumius)cdndidi drquitenen 
tes Didnd er Apollo,circumUtiperfugds mdtris,dtq; in 
mfulis errdntibus uix tutifDioncd ycnus proles, uiri nu 
terfdmilids troici,dtque mteflini decoris puUicdtrixfm 
Trmdcri<efinibus Ceres ndtd,dtq; m floribuslegedis oc* 
cupdtd VroferpmdfThebdnus, dut Tyrius Uerculcs, hic 
mfinibus fepultus Uifpdni<e,fUmmisdlter concremdtus 
at£isfTynddriddcCdflorcs,equosunusdomitdre cofuem 
tus,dlterpugilldtorbonus,etcrudo mexuperdbilis ceflu> 
ignes erfulgores mdrini,cr ouoru progenics dijf Syrid 
pis Peloponnefi proditus,zfr vn Aegypto Serdpis nuncu* 
pdtusfAethiopicis folibus ifisfurud mcerens perditu fi* 
lium,er membrdtimcoiugem UncmdtufPr*terimus,vr 
trifgredimwr Opisfoboles regidfiiquM m Ubris (Uittores 
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tic&rUqu*fuerwU& jUdles,uobis edifcentib. prodidca 
runt. Hmc crgo Chnftu coli,w 4 nobis dccipu V cxitti 
mdri pro numme uulnerdtis dccipiunt duribusf er obliti 
pdulodnte fortis fuermt & coditioniscuius y i(L, quodfibi 
conceffum cjlyimpertiridlterinoluntfliteceft iuttitid cfc 
litumfboc deoru iudicium fdnttuf Nonne iftudliuoris rjt 
dtq; dUdrititgenusfNon obtrettdtio qu<edd fordes, fu& 
cmmerc tdntumodo ueUe fortundt, dlioru rcs prcmh CT 
ht cotemptd humilitdtccdlcdrifNdtum hominc colimus. 
Quidemm,uos homme nuUum colitis tidtumiNo unum y 
cr dliumfno mnumcros dliosfquhimmo no iihines,quos 
idm templis hdbetis ueftris,mortdlm fuftuliftis cx numea 
rooV coclo fyderibusq; dondttisfSienimforte uosfugit 
fortiscos bumdn^Kj conditionis fuiffe comunisvcplicd 
te dntiquiftimds literds^ corum fcriptd pcrcurrite, qui 
uetufidti uicmUfineullis dffentdtionib.cunttd ueritdte m 
liquidd prodiderunt.ldm profctto difcctis,quilus finguli 
p<xtribus:quibus matrtb. fuerintprocredti y qud innatire* 
gione,qud gente,qu<efecerint,egaint,pcrtulemt, dtti» 
tdrint,qudt in rcbus obcundis dducrforum fenfermt, fe* 
cunddntiufy fortundt. Smdutem fcicntcs utcris cffc geftd 
tos->w frugibus cos uittitdffe terrcnis,nihilominus tamc 
nati hominis obicttdtis cultuircsdgitis fdtis iniufidt,ut id 
ht nobis confiitudtis effe ddmndbile, quod v ipfi uosfd* 
ttitdtis i dut,qu<t uobis liccrc permittitis, confimilitcr d* 
lijs licitum effc nolitis. Sed coceddmus,mterdum mdnum 
ueftris opindtionibus ddntes, unumChriftumfuiffc dc no 
bis 9 metis,dnim£, corporiSyfrdgHitdtis^v coditionisu* 

niusmonne dignus 4 nobis ejl tdntorum ob muncrum 

tidm 
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tidnt dcus diciideuscfr fentirif Si enim uas Liberum,qu6d 
ufum repcreritumtft, quodpanis, Qcrercm,fiAejculd* 
pium,quod hcrbaru,ji h\mcrudm,qu6d clc<e,fi Tripto* 
lcmum,quod aratrtjfi dcnify Hcrculcm,qu6d fcras,qu6d 
fiifes,qu6d multipltcium capitum fuperauit copcfcuttq^ 
natrtcesjliuorum rctuUjiis m coztum:honoribus quantts 
dfficiedus ejl nobis,qut <xb erroribus nos magnis mftmu 
U uerkdte traduxit:quiuelut c£cos pafiim,acfineutto vt 
(tore gradicntes,ab deruptisjb deuijs, locis planioribut 
rcddidit:Qui,quodfrugtfcru prhno ^tc^ humano gcnc* 
n falutare,Deui moftrautt quid fit,quis,qud:u$,w 'qiu* 
Us,qui jpfundas eiusatc^ inenarrabtlesdtitudmesCquaa 
tumnoftra qutuitmcdiocritds)capereet'mtclligere pcr* 
mifit & docuit:Qui,quoautorc,quo patrcmudusiflefit 
conflitutus & condttus,fcctt benignijltmc fciri : Qui na 
tiuitatis ciusexprompfttgenus , <&> nuttiut aliquando co 
gnitione pr^fumptammatcrutttms. Vndcigmbusfolis 
genitalis feruor afcitur. Cur luna fcmper tn motu tndcm 
nis crcdtur antmalibus caufis luccm femper atq ; obfcuri 
tdtemrefumcns.Animaliumortgo qu<ejit. rattoncsquat 
bdbeantfanmd.Quis ipfum jinxertt hommcm, quis uu 
fomtdrit,uel ex matcrix quogcnere conftrudionc ipfam 
confirmaucrit corporu. Qutd fit fcnfus,quid anima. a<L 
uolarit nc ad nos fpontc, an cmn tpfis fata fit v prccrca, 
tduifccribut. mortisparticepsdegat,an immortalttatis 
perpetuitdte donatd jit. Quiflatus nos maneat, cum dif* 
folutis dbicrimus d membris. vitturine nos fimus, an me 
morim nuHam nojlri fcnfus er recordationis habituri. , 
Qgi drrogdittim conftrinxit noftram 3 Qr eldtds fupcrci^ 
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IlV> ccruiccs modumfccit fu<e mfirmitdiis dgnofcerc:Qui 
mmatid moflrduit informid nos ej}e,uanis opiniomb.fi 
dcrcnihd coprehefum habercnihtlfctrc, ct qu<£ noflros 
fitd funtante oculosjw uiderc:Qui(quod omniafupcrd 
uity cr trafgrcffum cfl munera) ab rcligionib.nos fxlfis 
rcligwnc traduxit ad ueri:Qui ab fignis inertibus, dt<g 
cxutltfitmoformdtksktodd fydcrd fubicuduit wccdu: 
Cr cum domino rcrum dco fupplicdtionufccit ucrbd dt<$ 
ordtwnum coUoquid mtfccre.Vcnerdbar ( 6 c<ecius)nu= 
pcr fimulachrd modo cx forndcibus promptd, in incudu 
bws dcos er mattcis fabricatos, elephantoru offd> pittu* 
tM,ueternofis in arboribus ttniat :fi qrnndo conftcxe* 
rdm lubricdtum ldpidcm,o* cx oltui unguinc ordtndtu, 
tdnqul incffet uis pr<cfens,adulabar,dffabar, w bencfi* 
cid pofccbdm nihtl fcnticntc dc truco:%r cos ipfos dtuos y 
quos cffc mthi perfuaferam,afftciebam contumclijs grd* 
uiburxum cos effc crcdebdm Itgndjdpidcs, dtq; offit, dut 
m huiufmodt rcru hdbitdre matcrta. Nimc dottorc tanto 
m uid* ucritdtis induttus,omnid i\id,qu& fintfcio : digna 
dcdignis fcntio,contumcliam nomtninuttam fdcio diuim 
no:%r quid cuicfc debedtur,uel pcrfon<£,uel cdpitijncon* 
fufisgrddtbut dtq ; duthoritdtibustribuo. Itdcrgo ChrU 
fm non hdbcdtur k nobis deustnecqui omnium alioqum 
ud maximus potch excogitarh dtuinitdtis dfftcidtur cul 
tth 4 quo idmdudu tdntd er dccepimut dona utuentcs,zr 
expettdmuty dics cu uenerit,dmpliordt Scd pdttbulo df* 
fixm vntcrtjt. Quid ifiud dd cdufdtn i cmm qudlitdi 
ct deformitM mortit dttta citu immutdt dutfdttd, aut co 
mtnor uidcbitwr difciplinurum cius autoritM, quid umcu 

U$ 
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1« corporis non ndturali diffolutionc digreffus ett y fed ui 
ittdtddcccfit.?ythdgords Sdmius fufrittone domkidtio* 
nis iniuftd uiuus concremxtus infmo cjhnuquid ed y qwc 
docuityUim propridm pcrdidcrunt y quid non ftiritu jpon 
te y fcd crudclitdte dppctitus effuditf Similiter Socrdtes ci 
uitdtis fiue iudicio ddmnxtuscdpitdlidffcttuseft pocnd: 
nunquidirritdfdttd funt y qu£ funt dbeode moribus y uir=z 
tutibus y zr offcijs dift>utdtd y quid iniurix cxpulfus e uit<t 
cttflnnumerdbiles dlij glorid y ^r uirtutc y £r exi&imdtio 
ne poUentes y dcerbifiimdru mortiuexpcrtifunt formdt: 
ut Aquilius y Trebonius y Regulus:nunquid iccirco poft ui 
tdtri iudicdtifunt turpcs y quid non publicd lcge fdtorumt 
fed mortis dfpcrrimo gcnerc Lc&dti y excruciatiqj perie* 
ruritfXemo unqud vnnocensmdle intercptus inftmis e&: 
ncc turpitudinis dlicuius commdculdtur notd y qui nofuo 
mcrito pandsgrdues y fcdcrucidtorispcrpetitur fieuitdte. 
Et tdmen 6 ifti y qui homincm nos colere mortc funttum 
ignominiofd ridetis:nonnc Liberu er uos pdtrc membrd 
tim db Titdnis difiipdtu fanorum confccrdtioni dptdtisf 
Nonne Acfculdpium medicdminu repcrtorcm y pofi pcc* 
nM y <zr fupplicidfulmints y cu8ode nucupduiftis er prt 
fidcm fdnitdtis y uxlctudinis y zr fdlutisfNonne ipfum Her 
culcm mdgnum fdcnficijs y hojlijs, er thure inuitdtis in= 
cenfofquem ipfi uos fcrtts uiuum drfiffe poft pocndS y er 
cocremdtum infuncbribus buflicctisfNonne iTlum Atym 
Phrygem dbfciffum y er ftoliatum uiro mdgna mdtris in 
adytisdeumpropitiu y deum fdnttum GxUormn cockmd 
tionctcfldminifNoneipfum Romulumpdtre, SendtorZ 
Wdriibus diUccrdtU ccntum? er Quirinum cffc mdrtiuiri 
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diciti$>w fdccrdotibus er puluindribus honordtis^ in 
edilus ddordtis dmplifitmis,cr poft h<eccmnucoclu j* 
fccndiffe iurdtisfAut igitur ridcndi ct uos cftis> qui homi 
nes grduifiimis crucidtibus mteremptos dcos putdtis, er 
colitis:dUt,fi ccrtd cfl rdtio,cur id uobis fdcicndum pute* 
tis:^rnobis pcrmittitc fcircquibus ifiud cdufis, rdtioni* 
busq; fdcidmws. Ndtum homincm colitis. Etidm fi cffct id 
uerum(bcis ut in fuperioribus dittu cfl)tdmcn pro muU 
tis,w tdm libcrdlibus donis>qut db co profetta m nobis 
funty Vcus dicidppclldriq; dcbcrct. Cum ucro dcusfit rc 
ccrtdtW fincuUius rci dubitdtiois dmbiguo, inficidturos 
drbitrdmlni nos effe,q mdxime iUu d nobis coli,w prtfi 
dem noftri corporis nucupdrifErgoncjnquict dliquisfa 
rcns,irdtus,et pcrcitus,Deus lUc eft Chriftusf Deusrcfao 
debimustw intcriorum potcntidrum deus:zr,quodmd* 
gisinfidos dccrbifiimis doloribustorquedt,rcimdxim£ 
cdufd dfummo rege ddnos miffus.Poftuldbitforfitdn in* 
fdnior er furiofior fdttusm fc itd rcs hdbedt , quemdcU 
modum dicimus,coprobdri. nuUd mdior eft coprobdtio y 
qum gcftdrum db eo fidcs rcrum* qukm uirtutu nouitds: 
qukm omnid uittd decretd,dijfolutdq; fdtdlu,qu£ popum 
ligentesq ; fuo generis fub limmc nullo diffcnticnte uidcx 
rc:qu£ ncc ipfi dudcntfulfitdtis drguerc, quorti dntiquM 
et pdtrids lcgcs mnitdtis cffc plenifiimds dt$ indnifiima 
fupcrftitionis oftidit. Occurfurus forfitdn rurfus eft cum 
dlijs multis cdlumniofis iUis er puerilibus uocibusimdgus 
fuitycltndeftinis drtibus omnid iUa perfecit: Aegyptioru 
ex ddytis dngeloru potcntium nomind, er remotds fur& 
tm efk difaptmds. Qnid dicitis 6 pdruulhincompcrtd ud 
* 6 bti 
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bis y &- nefcid temerdrk uocis loqudcitdte gdrrietcs /Br« 
gone iUd y qwe gefid funt y dmonufucrcpr<cjiigix y ^r m* 
gicdru drtium ludifPoteflis alique nobis defignare, mon 
ftrdre ex omnibus AUs l\dgis y qui unquifucre per fiecu* 
td y confimile aliquid Cbrifio miUcfimd ex pdrte qutfcce* 
ritfquifineuUd uicdrminu y finehcrbdru zrgrmmum 
fuccis,fine uUa dliqud obferudtione foUicitd fitcrorum y \i* 
bminu,temporufNon enim urgemM,vrqu£rimM y qu(€ 
fefe jpondednt fdcere y uel m quibus generibus attuu fo* 
lcdt omnis illora doftrmd et expcricntid cotincri. Quis 
cnim bos nefcidt dut immmetid (ludere pr<cnofccre, quc 
tteceffdrio(uclmt nolmt)fuis ordmdtionibus ucniut f dut 
mortiferdm immittere quibut Ubuerit tdbem y dut fdmilU 
rum dirumpere cbdritdtesidut finc clxuibus refcrdre,qus 
chufd funtidut ord filetio umcircidut in cumculis cquos 
dcbilitdre y incitdrc y tdr<kre:dUtuxoribm y & Uberis dlie* 
nis((iue iUi mdres fint,fiue fccmmei generis ) mcoccfii a* 
moris fUmmxs y cr furidles immittere cupiditdtesfAut fi 
Utile aliquid uidedntur dudcrc,no propm ui poffe y fed co 
rum y quos inuocdt y potefldtc. Atqui conjluit Chnfiu fine 
uHis ddmmicuUs rerum y fine uUius ritus obfmutioncuel 
iege y omnid iUd,qu£fecit,nominis fui pofiibditdte fecifi* 
fc.Etquodproprium y confcntdneum y dignum Deo fucrdt 
ucro y nihil noccns y dut noxium y fed opifcru y fed fulutdrc y 
fedduxilidribus plcnu nobis potcjidtis mumfic<e Uberd* 
litdtc dondffe. Quid dicitis 6 iterufcrgo lUc mortdUs y dut 
unusfuit c nobis y cuius imperium y cuius uoccm populdri* 
bus cr quotididnis uerbis miffdm y Udletudmcs y morbi y fe 
hres,dt(fc did corporucwtimcnU fugicbmtfVnMfuit 
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i hobis,cuius prtfentidm* cuius uifum gcns itk nequibdt 
ferremcrforumin uifceribu*d<£monum,conterritaq; ui 
noua membrorum poffefiione cedebatf vnus fuit e nobis* 
cuiusfecbc uitiligmes iufiioni cbteperabdnt pulfe fldtim, 
& concordidm coloru commdculdtis uifceribus rcltnque 
bantfVnus fuit e nobis,ciuiK ex leui taclu fidbdnt proflu 
uia fdngumis, CT immoderdtos cobibebat fluoresf vnus 
fuit e nobis, cutus mdnus mtercutcs er ueternofe fugic* 
bant und<e:penetrabilis itleuitabdt liquor, er turgetidui 
fccrd fdlutdri driditdte defldbdntf vnusfuitenobis y qui 
cldudos currere pr<ecipiebdt,ct idm operis rcs erdtiporri 
geremdncosmanus,w drticulimobilitdtcs idm ingcnk 
tds explicdbdntxdptos membris dffurgere,ct iam fuos re 
fcrebdnt leftos dlienis pdulodnte ceruicibus ldti:uidudto$ 
uidercluminibus,v idm ccclum dicmq; cernebant nuttis 
cum oculis procredtifVnus,inqudm,fuit e nobis, qui de± 
bilitdtib.udrijs^morbisq; uexdtos centu,aut hoc aniplm 
femel und intcrcefiione fanabdtfcuius uocead fimplicent 
fwribuda er infana explicabant fe maridfproceUaru tur 
bmcs tempcjlatesq; fidebdntfqui per dltifiimos gurgitei 
pedem ferebdt mhitumf calcabdt ponti tcrgd undis ipjh 
flupentibus m famulatu fubcunte naturafquifequentiuni 
fe miUia quinc^faturauit quinq^ panibusfac,ne cffe pr<e* \ 
fligit mcredulis fllis uiderctur w duris, bis fenaru fpor 
tarum finusreliquiarufragmmib.dggerdbdtf Vnusfuit 
e nobis,qui redire m corpora idmdudu dnimas prtcipie* 
bdt effldtdsfprodirc db dggcribus condxtosf er pofl diem 
funeris tertium potlmftorum ueLminib. cxpedirifvnus 
fuit c nobis ? qui p quid fingtdi uokercnt, quid fub obfeurk 
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cogitdtionibuscontincrentjdcitoru in cordibut peruiic 
bdtfVnut fuit c nobis y qui cum undm cmittcrct uocemjb 
♦ diuerfis populiSyW diffond ordtionc loqucntibus y fdmt~ 
UdribMucrborumfonis y & fuocuiq; utcs cxifiimabdtur 
eloquiofVnut fuit c nobis y qui cum officid rcUgionis ccrm 
tjcfvis fcftdtoribus trddcrcUmundum totu rcpcntccom* 
plebdtfqumtMq^cr quicffct y reucldtd nominis urtmcn^ 
jitdtcmonftrdbdtfVnutfuit c nobis y qui dcpofito corpo* 
rt innumcris fc homim promptd in luce detcxitfqui fcr 
tnonem dedit, dtq; dccepit y docuit y cdfligduit y ddmonuxtt 
qidynciTlifcfdlfos udnis imdgimtionibus extjiintdrent» 
fmdi itcrum^fepii^fdmilidricoUocutionc monjbrduit* 
qui iufiiflimis uirii etidm num impoUutis y dc diltgentibus 
fcfcnoperudnd wfomnidfcd pcrpur* ffxciemfimpli* 
citdtis dppdrctfcuius nomcn duditumfugdtnoxios fjpirU 
tmfimponit filentium mtibmfhiru^iccsinconfultos rci 
ditfdrrogctntiummdgoru friijbrdrt cfficitdttiones, non 
horrore(utdicitis)nomtms y fed mdioris liccntk potefld^ 
tisfEt hxc quidc fummdtim ricpofitd>no cd rdtioneprotu 
timtk) t mqux mdgnitudo fdcicntis folis in his effct pcr= 
ff>k:cn<Lt uirtutibus. QUdntd fwt aiim hsc y ucl exilitdtet 
cuiuis rcpcrirentur y cr /wrf/, fi traditum fucrtt nofci y cx 
quibtis ad nos regnis y cuius nommis minijhdtor dducne* 
ritfQHicquidem db eogcjld funt y o\fd(litdtd y non ut fc 
Udttd ohctdtionc id(ldrct y fcd ut homincs duri y dtq; incrc I 
dult fcircnt nocjfc y quod ft>ondebdtur y f\lfum: cr cx opc 
rum benigntt<tc y quid cffct deus ucrusjm dddifcerct fu* 
fticdri. Simd er iUuduolumus fciri y cii fummdtim(utdU 
Aum cjt)aiumcr4tiofd(idgcjiorum cfl,non cd folu Chri 
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1tumpotuiffc,qu<efecit,fcdconftitutd etidm exuperdffc 
fdtorum.Ndmji(utliquet,cr confldt)debilitdtes,cr cor 
porum pdfiiones,furdi,mdnci,zr muti, neruoru contrd* 
{lio 9 %r dmifiio lumimfdtdibus dccidunt irrogdnturq; 
decretis,zr fclus bjec Chriftus correxit,reftituit,dtq; fd* 
tiduitfoleipfo efl cldrius potentioran iUumfuiffe, quxrii 
fdtdfunt,cum cd foiuit er uicit, quxperpetuis ncxibus* 
CT immobilifuerdntnecefiitdte dcuinftd.Sedfruftrd,inm 
quit nefcio quisjdntum arrogds Chrifto, cum fepe dlios 
fciamuSy er fcierimus deos, er Idboritibusplurimis dc* 
dijfemedicindt, cr multorii hominum morbos udletudi* 
nesq; curdffe. Non inquiro,non exigo,quis deus,dut quo 
tempore cuifuerit duxilidtus,dut quemfrdftum reflituc 
rit fanitdtiillud folum dudire dcfidero,dn fine uUius ddii 
{iionemdteri&jd cji medicdminis dlicuius,dd tdftu mor 
hos iufferit db hominibus cuoldre:imperducrit, fecerit et 
moriudlctudinucdufdm,zrdebiliu corporddd fudsrc 
tnedre ndturdsXhnftus enim fcitur,dut ddmotdpdrtibus 
dcbilitdtis mdnu,dutuocisfimplicisiufiionedures dpe* 
ruiffe furdoru,exturbdffe db oculis ctcitdtcs, ordtioncm 
dcdiffe mutis,drticulorum uinciid reldxdffe, dmbuldtum 
dedijfccctrdftis,uitiligines,querqucrds, dtq; intcroutes 
morbosyomnidq; dlid Udlctudinumgenerd, qu£ humdnA 
corpord fuftinerc nefcio qu& uoluit importund crudclix 
tds,ucrbofolitusimperioq^ fdndre. Quidjimiledij om* 
nes,d quibus opem dicitis <egris er periclitdtibus Utxmi 
Quifi qudndo(ut fdmd e)\)nonuUis dut tribucre medici* 
ndm,dut cibum alique iufferuntcdpi,dut qiulitdtis dlicu* 
*us cbibi potionem^ut herb<tm> er grdminu fuccosfu* 
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perimponi inquictdntibut cdufis, dmbuUre, ccffkrc, dut 
rc dliqud,qu£ offtcidt,dbftincrc (quod cffc non mdgnu* 
ncc ddmirdtioms dlicuiiM fiuporc codignum promptum 
eft>fi uolucritis dttcndere)zr mcdici ctim jic curit dni* 
mdlbumindtum>ncc confifum fcicntitueritdtcfcd in dr 
tcfufricdbilipofitum 9 &' conkfturdru <e(iimdttontb.nu* 
tdns.NuUd dutcm uirtus cfl medicdminibut dmoucrc qu£ 
fioccdnt:bcncficid ifid rcrum,non funt curdntium potcftjt 
tes:w,ut fit Luddbilc fcirc y qu* quibm conucnidt mcdi* 
cindydut drtc curdrijocm huius Idudis non m deofed m 
bomme conflitutut cft. Uunc cnim no eft turpe rebut cx* 
trmfem fwnptis Udletudincmhommis fccijfe mdiore: 
htdccorum dco eft,non ipfum per fe poffcfcd cxtcrndru 
ddminicuUs rcrum fitnitdtem incclumitdtecfc prtfldre.Et 
quonidm bcncficid filutis ddtt dlioru numinum copdrdm 
tis,cr Chriftvquot miUid uultis k nobis dcbilium uobis o* 
flmdi,quottdbificisdffcftosmorbiSynutldm omnino rc+ 
tuliffe medicindmfcum pcr omnid fuppliccs iret tcmpld, 
wm dcorum dnte $rd projtrdti 9 Umind ipfit conuerrerent 
ofculisxum AcfcuLpium ipfum ddtorc(ut prtdkdnt) fii 
nitdtis,quodd iilis fuperfuit uitd,o- prcabusfdtigdrent* 
cr inuitdrcnt mifcrrimis uotis. Nonnc dUos fcimus mdlis 
fuis comortuoSpcrucidtibus dlios cofcnuiffc morboru,per 
nicioftus dlios fcfc hdbere cocpiffe,poftquZ dics noftescfc 
i/n continuis prccfous cr pictdtis expeftdtione triuerutt 
Qwd crgo prodcfl oflcndere unum,dut dlterumfortdffe 
curdtosycum tot mtUibtis fubucnerit nemoto' plcnd fint 
omnid miferorum>infeliciumq; delubrdt nififortc dicd* 
tisyope bonis db dijs ferri>m4oru miferidt defeici,£t<M 



ChriRut tqualiter bonis, mdlisq; fubuenit : nec rcpulfwt 
d> hoc quifqui eft,qui rcbws duxilium duris contra impt 
tum poftidabdt tniumsq; fortun<t. Hoc efl enim propriti 
dci ueriypotentideq; regdlis y benignitdte fudm negare nul 
U,nec reputdre quvs meredtur,dut minime.cum ndturalis 
infirmitdt peccdtorem homine facidtinon uoluntdtis y fed 
iudicdtionis cleftio. Dicere porro meritis opem Lbordn* 
tibiu db dijsferriyhoc cft in medio ponere y er dubitabile y 
quoddfferM y fdcere:ut er iUe y quifdnut eftfdftm y fortui 
to poftituideri effe ferudtur.zr iUe y qui non eft y non meri 
ticdufdfedfirmitdtecrcddtur ualctudine expeUerencn 
potuiffe dtumd. Quidfquod ihdt uirtutes y qu<e funt d wo* 
bis fummatim y no(ut rei pofcebdt ntdgnitudo)depropt£ p 
non tantum ipfe perfecit ui fud y uerum ( quod erdt fublU 
mm)multos dlios expcriri y et fdcere fui nommis cu dffe 
ftionepermifit.Ndm cumuideretfuturosuoseffc geftd* 
rum db fe rerumjiuiniq; operis derogdtorcs y nequd fub* 
effet fufritio mdgicit fe drtib. munerd iUd beneficidq; Ur 
gitum y ex immenfx illd populi multitudine y qwt fuamgrd 
tidm fcftdbdtur ddmirdS y pifcdtorcs>opifices rufticdnos* 
dtq ; tdgenut delegit imperitoru y q per udridt gctes mif* 
fhcuftd iUd mirdculd fine uUis fucis dtc^ ddminicidis per 
pctrdrent. VcrboiUecopefcuit ucrmindntiumemhrorti 
cruceSyeriUiuerbo copefcuerunt furidliu uermindpdfi* 
fionum. Imperio iUe uno exturbduit d corporibus ddmo* 
HMiW exdnimdtU fuos reftituit fenfusfub eoru portdn* 
tes er iUife cdfib. iufiione no dlid fdnitdti er conftdntie 
reddiderut. lUe notds dJbicdntiu uitiliginu minu ddmotd 
dcterfit:linimcntd & hicorporum hdud difiimili conci* 
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Uiucrecontdttu.vligmofd iUc turgentiduifcerd fic*= 
cttdtcm iufiit rccupcrdre ndtiudm:*? fdtnuli cius hoc mo 
do fldtucrunt crrdntcs dquM,&- k pcrnicic corporu fuos 
Ubi iuffcrc pcr trdmites. lUc ulccra ons immenfi, er rc = 
cufxntid perpcti ftnitdtem intrd uniut uerbimori contU 
hudtofrenduit d pdjtu:zriUi hdtid dliter cotumdciam cdti 
ccris ficui dd fubeuncUm cicdtriccm ctrcufcriptis eudgd* 
tionibus copulerunt. Inceffum iUc cldudis dediUuifum lu* 
mitubusc<£cis,intercptosreuocduit dduitdm.ncc minut 
W hi quoq; contrdttionc rcldxduerc neruoru y luce ocu* 
los implcucrc idm pcrditd, cr db tumulis remcdre defutt 
ttcs excquurii conucrfione iuffcrunt. Neq; quicqtidm eji. 
ab lUogeftum pcr ddmirdtione fiupcntibus ciittis, quod 
no omne donduerit fdciendu pdruulis iUis etrufticit, & 
eorum fubiecerit potcfldti. Quid dicitis 6 mctcs incredu 
l<t,difficiles,dur<efdlicuine mortdliu \uppiter iUc cdpito* 
linws huiufmodipotcfldtcm dcditfCurionem,dut pontifi* 
ccm mdximu>qumimmo didlcm(quodcius cft)fldminem 
itto iure donduitfNon dicdm,ut mortuos excitdretno ut 
cms rcflitucrct lucemmon ut membroru fitum enerudtis 
reddcret,et diffolutisfied ut puftuldm,reduuid,pdpuldm* 
aut uocis tmpcricyiutmdnus contrettdtionecoprimerct. 
tirvo dlud humdnu fuit^dut ex orc terrcnis ftercorib.in* 
Mttriio tdlc potuit ius ddriMi* licctid proficifci,&' non 
diuinum^ fdcrumfdut(fi dliqudm fupcrldtione rcs cd= 
pit)plufqiid diumuniy^r fncrufNdm fifdcidsipfe, qubd 
poj?is,<zrquodtuisfit uiribuspotentdtuiq; conueniens* 
ddmirdiiunonhdbet quodexcldmet.id cnimquod potue 
fktfccejrfrxjr quod prtftdre debucrituis tud, utpotens 
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effet und,& ipfius qui operdrctur,qudlit4S.Trdnfcribc~ 
repojfeinhominemius tuum:wquqdfdcere foluspofs 
fi$,frdgdifiim£rcidondre,%rpdrticipdrc fdciendu,fu* 
prd omnid fiu ejl potejldti$,cotincntisq; fub fefe ejl re« 
rum omnium cdufds,& rdtionumfdcultatumq; ndturds. 
Agc nunc uenidt,qui fuper ignedm zondm, mdgus inte* 
riore db orbe Zorodfircs,Uermippo ut affentidmur diU 
thori. Bdttridnus er iUcconucnidt, cuius Ctffids resgc* 
fids hijloridrum exponit in primo. Armenius Uoflhdnis 
nepos,&-fdmilidri$ Pamphylus Cyri,ApoUonius, Ddmi 
gero,etDdrddnus,Vclus,lulidnus,0' B<ebulus, et fi quis 
ejtdliusquiprincipdtu&'nomefertur in tdlib. hdbuif* 
fe prtfiigijstpermittdnt uni ex populo in officiu fermom 
nis ddndi ord codrticuUre mutorum,furdorum duriculM 
rcferdre,fine luminibus procreatis oculorum redt/ntegri 
re ndturds,er infrigentid olim mcmbrd fenfus dnimdsq; 
rcducere. Aut,fi drdud res ijld cft,ncq; dlijs permittere t<t 
lium poffunt operum potcfidtc$,ipfifdcidnt, cr cum fuii 
ritibusfdcidnt.quicquidmdlcfici grdmmifnutricdnt ter 
Ydrum finus, quicquid uirium cotinet fremor iUe uerbo* 
rum y dtq; ddiunttt cdrminu ncccfiitdtes,non inuidemus* 
ddijcidnt,non intcrdicimus,coUiglt.Experiri libct^rre 
cognofccrc,dn cum fuis cjficcre dijs pofiint,quod db ruBi 
cis ChriStidnis iufiionibus fdttitdtu cjlnudis. Defifiiteo 
nefcij in mdledittd coucrterc rcs tdntds,nihd ci nocitura 
quifccit,periculum dUaturd fcduobisipcriculu, inqudth, 
non pdruulum,fcd in rcbus cximijs, fcd m pr&cipuis con 
ftitutum. Siquidcm res dnimd,prccioft cft,nec ipfo feho* 
tnihi quicqudm potcfi chdriumucniri. Nihil(titmemvfti) 
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mdgieumjuhil humdnu,pr<eRigiofum,dut fubdolum, ni 
hilfrdudiSydclitti in Chrtflo deridedtisMcct cx morcatq; 
in Idfciuii dtffoludmini cdchhmorum y Deus iUc fublim^ 
fuitydeus rddtcc dh intimdydeus db incognitis rcgniSy er 
dh omniu prmipc Dcus fofritdtor efi miffus:quem neq ; 
folipfc,ncq; u1k(fifcntiunt)fydcrd,no rcttorcs,nopr\n 
cipcs mudi y no deniq; dij mdgni y dut y quifingcntcs fc dco$ 
gcnus omncjnortdlium territdnt y undedutquifuerit y pom 
tuerunt nofccrc ucl fuft>icdri:%r merito.exutus d corpo* 
rc quod in cxigud fui circufcrcbdt pdrtc y pofiqul uidcri 
fepdffiu rft, dut cuius cffct mdgnitudms y fciri, nouitdte 
rerum extcrritd uniuerfd mundifunt elcmcntd turbdtd* 
teQus motd cotremuitytndre funditus rcfufum cfl y dcrglo 
bis inuolutut efi tcncbrdrum y igneus orbis folis tepefdfto 
drdore deriguit. Qw/d cnim rc&dbdt ut ficrct y pofiqudm 
Deus cfi cognitus is y qui cffe umdudum unus iudkdbdtur 
inobisfSednoncrcdttis gefldhdtc.Sed qui cd confticdti 
funt fieri y £r fub oculis fuis uidcrut dgi y tcfics optimi y cer 
tifiimiq; dutotes y %r crcdiderut h*c ipfiyO* credcndd po 
fieris nobis hdud exiltbus cum dpprobdtionibus trddide* 
rufU.Qum ifiifint fortdffe qu<£ritis.gentes y populi y nd= 
tioncs y cr mcredulu iUud gcnus humdnu:quod nifi dper* 
Ures effetycr luce ipfd(qucmddmodum dicitur^ddrior, 
nunquZ rcbus huiufmodi crcdulitdtis fu& comoddrcnt dfi^ 
fenfum. At nunquid diccmus itlius temporis hommcs ufq; 
ddeofuiffcudnosymenddccsyftolidosy brutoSyUty qwenun 
qudm uiderdntyuidiffc fefingcrcntf^ qiuefdftd omn\no 
tion erdntyfdlfis prodcrent tcftimonijsy ut puerili dffcrtz 
pitmefirmdmtfcumq^ poffcnt uobifcum <y undnimitcr 
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«!Mfl?,er 'moffenfdsducerecoiunftioncs^dtuitd fufci 
pcrent odid,er execrdbilihdberentur m nominetQuoi 
fifdlft (ut dkitis)hiftorid ittd reru efl, unde tdtn breui te 
pore totut mundm ijid rcligione complctut efl t dut in u* 
nam coire qul potuerut mentegentes regionib. difiuft<et 
uentK,calo,couexionibusqi dimoUtAffeuerdtionib. iU 
\eft<t funt nudis,induft<e m ft>es cdffds^ m periculd u 
pitisimmittere feftontetemerdrid defperdtione uolue* 
runtxu mhil td\c uidiffenUquod edt m hos cultut nouitd* 
tis fu<e poffct cxcitdremirdculo. \mo quid h<tc omnid cr 
db ipfo cerncbdntger^o- db eius pr<econibus,qui pcr or 
hem totum mifli beneficid pdtris er munerd dis hominU 
hmc^ portdbdnt : ueritdtis ipfiut ui uift<e er dedcrunt fc 
Deo:nec m mdgnis pofuere dift>endijs membrd uobis pro 
ijcere, er uifcerd fud Ltnidndd prtbere. Sed confcripto* 
res no&ri menddciter iStd promiferunty cxtulere m im* 
menfum cxigud geftd,& dnguftdt res fdtis dmbitiofo di 
ldtduerepr<econio.Atquiutindm cuftd referri in fcripta 
potuiffent,ucl que db ipfogeitd funt,uel qu£ ab em pr* 
conibuspdriiurecrpotetidtermindtd. Mdgis uosincre 
dulosfdceret uis tdntd uirtutu,dut dpprehcderelocu for 
tdffe poffetis(quoduideretur effe fimitlimu ueri)et mcre 
ptctd rcbiu dppofxtdy et mditds fcriptis ct comcntdrijs fbl 
fitdtes. Sed nccfc omnid cofcribhdut in dures omwu pue* 
jtire potuerut geftdygentib. m ignotis^ ufum nefcietik 
Uterdr&dUt(fiqud funt litcris,cofcriptionibusci; mdndd* 
td)ntdleuolentid d*monu>quoru curd er ftudiu ejl hdnc 
mtercipere ueritdte^ cofimiliu his hommu bttcrpold* 
fd qu<jcdu,vddditd ? pdrtim mutdtd,dt<fc detrdftd uerbis 9 
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fyUdbis,lttcris,ut er prudcntium tdrddrcntfidcm, crge 
ftorum corrupcrcnt duftoritdtcm. Scd nunquifucrit,hU 
bcnc ut Chriftus quifucrit litcrurum tcftimonijs coUigd* 
turxuius in idfolum dimiffd funtcdufd:ut,fi cffc conftite 
rit ca ucrd,qu£ dicimus , confcfiwnc omnium dcus fuiffe 
tnonftrctur. Na crcditis fcriptis noftris,(^r nosucjiris no 
crcdimus fcriptis.Tdlfd dc Chrifto cofingimus,^ uos de 
4ijs ucftris imnid vrfdlfx idftdtis. ncq^ cnim ccAo dcus 
dliquis Upfus cft, dut fuvs rcs ucftrds comcntdtus c A ma 
nib.dut rdtionc cdfimili noftris rcbus, ct rcligionib. dcro 
gduit.Ab hominib.hjtc fcriptd,zr iUd funt db hominibus 
fcriptd:mortdlibus cdiffcrtd fcrmonibus,zr quicquid dU 
ccredcneflris confcrtptoribus intedcriHs,zrdeue&rti 
b<tc diftd pdribus fumitc dtq; hdbctotc momcntis. vultis 
ucrd cffcqwc in ucftris coprchcnfd funt fcriptis: cr qus 
in nofiris configndtd funt literis,confitcdmini ncccffc cft 
cffe ucrd.¥<djitdtis drguitis rcs noftrds:^r nos ncftrds dr 
guimusfrllitdtis. Scd dntiquiord(inquitis)noftrd funt,dc 
pcr hoc fidci gr ucritdtis plenifiimd. qudfi ucro crrorum 
non dntiquitM plcnifiimd mdtcr fit> cr non ipfd pcpcrc* 
rit rcs c<M,qu& turpifiimds dijs notds ignominiofis cocin* 
ftducrunt i/n fdbulis.Antc mitlid cnim dnnoru dcccm non 
potucrunt fdlft %rdudiri,zr crcdifdut no fimfllimu ucri 
*ft,ftdcm uicinis & finitimis,^ frdtiorum incffe bngin* 
quitdtcdiftdntibusfTcftibus cnim h£c,iUd opinionib.dfc 
fcruntur,cr procliuius multo cft, minus cffe in rccctibus 
fiftionis,qudm m dntiqud obfcuritdtcfubmotis. Scd db in 
dcftis hcminibus,o* rudibus,fcriptd funt,cr iccirco. no 
funt fdcili duditionc crcdcndd. vidc nc mdgif h<cc fbrtior 
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I €dufd fit,cur iUd fint nuUis coinquindtd mcnddcijsjncntc 
fimplici proditdiO' igttdrd lcnocinijs dmplidre. Triuid* 
lis cr fordidus fcrmo rih Nunqudm enimueritds fettdtd 
eflfucum, nec quod explordtwn er certum efl circuduci 
fe pdtitur ordttonis per dmbitum longiore. CoUettioncs, 
cnthymemdtd,definitiones>omnidq; iUd orndmcntd>qui* 
bus fides qutritur dffcrtioniSyfufoicdntes ddiuudnt>no uc 
ritdtis Unidmentd demo&rdnt.Ctterum quifcit, quid fit 
illudquod dicitur y necdefinit y neccoUigit,ncq; dlU fettd* 
tur drtificid uerboru>quibus cdpi confuetifunt dudietes 9 
CT dd confenfum rei circufcriptionis neccfiitdte trdduci t 
BdrbdrifmifySolcxcifmiStobfitde funt,Miqt,res uejlrt, cr 
uitiorum deformitdte poUatt.Pucnlis ftne,dtq; dngufii 
pettoris rcprehenfio:qudm fiddmitteremus, ut uerdfit, 
dbijcidmus ex uftbus no&ris quorunddfruttuum gencrd* 
quodcumfpinis ndfcuntur,w purgdmctis dlijs,qu&nec 
dlere nos poffunt,nec tdmen impediut perfrui nos co>q<S 
principdliter dnteccdit^ fdluberrimu nobis uoluit effc 
ndtwrd. Quid enim officit 6 qwefofdut qui prtftdt inteU 
lettui tdrditdtemfutrumne quid lcue,dn hirfutd cum dfpc 
ritdtepromdturfinficttdturquoddcuhdn dcudtur quod 
oportebdt htflettifdut quiminus id>quod dicitur, uerunt 
eflji m numnro peccetur>dut cdfu,pr£pofitione, pdrtici 
pioyconiunttionef Pompd ifid fermoniSy C7 ordtio miffit 
per reguldt concion&usMtibus,foro,iudicijsq; fcruetur* 
deturfeittis immo 9 qui uoluptdtudelinimentd qutretcs* 
l omne fuum Studium uerborii vn lumind contulerut.Cum 
de rebus dgitur db ofietdtione fubmotis, quid dicdtur>jpe 
Hdndum eft 7 non qudi cum dmeenitrte dicdtwr i nec quid 
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aures comulcedt,fedquMdfferdt dudientibus utilitdtcs : 
mdxime cumfciMM etidmquofddmftpienti* deditos, 
non tdntum dbieciffe fermonis cw/m, uerumetid, cu pof* 
fent orndtius dtq ; uberius cloqui,triuidlcm ftudio humilc 
tate fecutos,nccorrupcrentfcdicet grduitdtis rigorhvr 
fophijiicd fepotiusoftcntdtioneidttdrent.Enimuero dif* 
foluti e& pettoris m rcbus fcrijs qu&rcre uolupUtem:<zr , 
cum tibijit rdtio cum mdlc fc bdbctibus dtq; <fgra, fonot 
auribusinfunderc dulciores, non medicmxm uulneribu* 
ddmoucre. QUdnqud(fiucrum fcettes)nuUM fcrmo na* 
turd cft integer,mtiofus fimiliter nuUus . Qutndm efl e* 
nim rdtio ndtwrdlis , dut in mundi conttitutionibus lcx 
fcriptdy ut htc pdries dicdtur, er h* c fcUd f cum neq;fc* 
xus hdbcdnt focmminis generibus mdfculmisq; difcre* 
tosy ncq; quifqud docercdottifiimus me pofiit ipfum hic 9 
Cr h*c>quid fint,dut cur ex his unumfexu uirilem dcfi* 
gnetjammmis gencribus id quod fcquitur dpplicet Hw 
mdnd ijtd funt pUcitd,o* dd ufum fermonis fdciendi nott 
ftne ommbus ncceffdridindm er h& c pdrics forfitdn, er 
bic felld diciftnc uUd rcprchenfione potuiffet.fi ab tnitioi 
fic dici pkcuiffeUw d fequetibus feculis comuni effct itt 
fermocimttione ferudtum.Et tdmen 6 ifH,qui poUutds re$> 
noftrds uitioru crimmdmini:ftribiligines w uos iftds IU 
bris iUis in mdximis dtq ; ddmirdbihb.no hdbetisfNonne 
dliud h£c utridydliuddicitis hos utresfc<xlu* y w coclufno 
itcmfilM,zrfilumfno itcm crocu* y o- crocumfnon itcm 
frctus*<zr fretumfnon itcm dpud uos e& pqfitum hoc pd* 
nc y et hic pdnisfhic fxnguis,hoc fdnguenf cdndclxbru er 
iugulu rdtione cdde iugidus ct cmdekbcr i KdfifinguU ' 
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ftomrna non poffunt gcnerd plura hdbcre g (inguU:neq; 
tdde poffunt buiMjffegeneris.er iUius(geni4senim trX 
* firegcnus m dltcru no potefi )tam pcccdt qui gcnerd ma 
fculmdfocmirimispromncidt legibus y q db co peccdtur y % 
articulos nufculmos fccmirimis generibiu dnteponit. AU 
qui uos confcicimMo* res mdfculmds famimne,w fce* 
mineds mdfculine y ^r qu** cffc dicitis neutrdt y zr mo y &> 
hoc modo fine ulld difcretione depromcre.dut igitur nuU 
ld efi culpd mdiffcreter bis uti,<&> frujird nos dtcitis So* 
lcecifmoru obfc<znitdtedefomcs:dutficertu e&finguU 
quibus dcbcit rdtiombus explicdri,m fimdibu* uitijs uos 
quo% uerfiimini : quiuis Epicddos omnes, Cotfetlios, Ver 
rhsyScduros tcncdtvs,<& Nifos. Sed fi deus, inqmut,fuit 
Cbrijius,cur formd eft m hommis uifus?&- cur more e& 
htteremptm humdnofAn dliter potuit inuifibiUs itL uis, 
Cr hdbcns nidUm fubfidntid corpordlcm,infcrrc cr co* 
moddrcfc mwtdo,co,ncilijs mtcrcjfc mortdUum y q ut dli* 
quod tegnen ntdtcrk folidioris djfumcrct y quod oculoru 
fufciperet inie£tu,er ubife fgerc ineptifiim* poffct con 
tepUtionis obtutus f Quis efi enim mortdliu y q qutreret 
cu uiderc y quis cernere y fi tdle uduiffct infcrre fe terris, 
qualis ci primigenid ndturd eflfet qudlefe ipfe infua effc 
noluit uclqudlitdtcyucl nummcf Affumpfit igitur bomU 
msformd y etfub nofiri generis fimiUtudme potcntii fui 
cldufit y ttt etuideri poffet,®- coft>ici:uerbd fdcerct 
ceref.atq; oes exequeretur res eas^ppter quasin mudum 
muratfaciedasfummi regis impio et diftofitioe ferua* 
tis. Quid enimfdkitisjrex fummus ea,qu* mmudo facie 
U effe decreuerat,fme hmefmukto noquibat ejficereffi 

•for 
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oportaetitdfim(quetmdmodumdicitU)i]idfom 
ciffetiquid no oportuit,<diterfccit. QUdrc ijio uolmt, er 
Hlogcncrc noluit,ldtcntcr muolut£,o* wBi compre* 
hcnjibilcs cdufe,quds dcciperefortdffe potuij[c$ fi no cfiz 
fcs umdudum dd non dccipiendu pdrdtM:& prius tefbr 
mdrcs dd non credcndijrontc,qudm tibi cffet expofitum 
id,quodnojfcdtq;dudircconquirercs. ScdmorecR fco= 
minis intcrcmptus.non ipfeneq; enim cddcre diuinM in 
res potcfl mortis occdfus:ncc interitioms diffolutione di* 
Idbi id,quod cfl unum,cr fimplcxmcc uUdrum pdrtium 
congrcgdtionc compdttu. quis cjl crgo uifus m pdtibu* 
lo pendere,quis mortuuscflfhomo, que inducrdt, cr /<y 
cum ipfe portdbdt. incrcdibilc dittu efl,CT ctcis obfcuri 
tdtibws muolutu.fi uelis non cjccu cjl,& fimilitudtnipro 
ximc conftitutum,Si quo tcpore SibyUd pr<tfdgd,ordcu* 
U iUd dcpromcns, f nndcbdt ui (ut dicitis) ApoUmis ple= 
tid,db impijs cffct c<cfd dtq; interemptd Idtronibm : nun* 
quid ApoUo diceretur m cd cjfc occifusffi udtcs Hclenus* 
fi Mdrtiut,dlijq; fimiliterudtcs hdrioldtcs cffent uitd cr 
lucc priudtvnunquid dliquis diccrctlegc cos humdmtdtis 
cxt'mttos,qui iUorum per ord bquentes,uids rerum po= 
flukntibus explicdbdntf Mors ilk, qui dicitis, dffumpti 
homims fuit,non ipfius:geSldm'mis,nongeAdnHs:qudm 
nec ipftm perpetifuccubuiffct,tdntd (i no dgcndd rcs ef* 
fet,& mexplicdbilit rdtio fdti cldufis pdtcjiacndd my= 
fierijs. Qu<efunt iftd mquies cldufd dtq ; obfcurd my&e* 
rid,qu<e nuUi nec homines fcire,nec ipfi,qui dppcUdntur* 
dijmundipdrtequeuntdliqud fuff>itioms dtq; opmdtio* 
ms dttingminifi quos ipfe dignatus eft cogmtiois tdnt* 

impet 
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impcrtirc muneribus>zr in dbditos receffus thcfdwri inte 
rioYis induccre. viflesenim,fi noUet infcnifibi d quoqui 
mdnwsfummd iUifuiffe cotentioe nitendu,ut hofles ab fe 
fuos,uel potefldteuniuerfd ( phibcret.Quic<tcis reftitue* 
Ydt lumindyis efficere fi deberet,no poterdt c^cosf 5 debi 
lib. integritdtc,isdebtlcs redderc difficultdti hdbuit>dtit U 
borifqui cldudosfdciebdt inccdcre y is motus dlligdre me* 
broru neruorti duritid nefcicbdtfquicxfrdbebdtdtumu* 
Us mortuosMic drduu fuerdtletu cui uellet MicerefSed 
qdfier) rdtio ed,qit£fuerdt dcfl'vndtd,pofcebdt : et hic itt 
ipfo mudo,nec modo qge&um efl dUo:iiuejlimdbilis itU 
dtq; icredibilis lenitds iniurixs infebominu>puerilib.pro 
ineptijs dticesmdnM in fe porrigidb imrndnib.pxffd eft: 
durifiimisq;ldtronib.necimputdndu putduk quidtlbrti 
defigndffet duddcid,dummodo fuisoftederetquiddb fefe 
expeftdre deberct. Cu enim dc dnimdru periculis multd* 
medcUru contrd vnfinudtor>mdgifier dtq; duftor> dd offi 
cioru conucnientiu fines,fudt leges er coflitutd, direxit: 
no fuperbi* fdfium cominuitfnon libidinu cxtinxit flm 
mdsfno hidtum coprefiit duidudtisfno tclx ex h orfit e mi 
nibut,dtq; oh femindrid totius uitiofitdtis dbfcidit f ipfe 
deniq; non lenis>non pUcidmjio dcccffufdcilis,nofdmi 
lidris dffdtUy nb humdndt miferidt indolcfds, omncs om 
nino cructbus et corpordlib.dffeftos mUs unkd Hk bcni 
gnitdte miferdtmreddtdit rcftituit fxnttdtif Quid er 
go uos fubigit,quid kortdtur m:irdtcere>conuituri, incx 
pidbtles cu co confererefimuluteslquc rcddrguerc, quc 
tcnere,ncmo hommu pofitt uUitufdcinoris in rcdtufTy* 
rdnnos,dc rcges uefiros,qui pojtpofito deorum metu do* 

d narU 
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ndrid fttolunt popubnturq; tcmplorum : qut profcripth 
ntbus cr fuis csdtbus nuddnt nobtlitAttbus ciuitdtes: qtu 
tnatrondrum pudoran dcuirgtnum uifubruunt dtq; crU 
ptuntliccn iofd,dppeUdttfindtgctcsyXtq;diuos:&quos 
odijs dcrimbtis conucnicbdt k uobts cxrpt, puluinaribus y 
ms,tempUs,xtq^ dlio m.ittdtis cultu,ludorum cr cclcbri 
tjLtenatulium:nccnon er iUosomncs,quico[criptioncuo 
luminu multiformi mdledittis morddcthtt cdrput publi* 
cos morcs.qut luxurtd*,dcuitdt ucfirds fecdnt,urunt, dU 
Uccrdntqut in tanporis pofierinot** fcriptorum pcrpe 
tuiUte probut:qut mxtrimonid perfuudcnt hdbcdd cjfe 
comunid:qui cum puxri/s cubitdntformofis Ufctuicnttbus 
nudit : qui pcatdes uos effe^quifugitiuos, qui exulcs, qui 
uiliftm* fcruos not£ furiofos prtdicit er infdnos: ddmi 
YnnteSypUudentes ddcali fujtctlitis fydercvbibliotbecd* 
rum rcponitis in drcdnis.quddrigis cr fldtuis munadmi 
ni,v qudtum cfl in uobis uclutqtixddm <etcrnitxtedona 
tis immortdlium tcjitficdtione titulorum fclum Cbrtflum 
conuc3ere,dtldccrxrc,fi pofiitis uultis,immo folumfi lice 
at beludru dgrcfiium ritu crucntis ortbus mdnderc,com= 
minutis cu ofiibus trdnfuordre:qucdndm(qu<efo) ob me* 
ritum dicite,cuiwsobpeccdticulpd, quidabeo comiffum 
eB,quod tcnorem mfletteretretti,!? in odtd uos djf>er<t 
furidltbus ftimulis cocitdrctt quid dnimdrum ucjirdru cu 
ftode fe miffum folo indicduit db regcquid uobis 
tdlttdtcm ferre,qudm uos hdberc confidttis humdnis pdu 
corumdffcuerdtionibus fudji.quod fi effet dpud uos certu. 
fdlfd iUii dicerefyes ctidm u.inifiimM potliceri, necfic ui 
deofuiffc uufdm,cur cu dcbcrctis odiffc, cur hoftili dnU 
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todducrfione damnare:immo,fi animus uobis clemes fu* 
ijfctyU* mitiSyud propter id folum cum dcbcretit ample 
fti quod optabdid uobvs fronderet er profjycra:qu6d bo= 
narum effet nuciut reru:quod ea pr/dicarct, qus nuUius 
dnimum Uderentfecurioris quinimmo expeftaiionis irti 
pleret. Atemmodiodignusejhquod exorbe religioncs 
cxpuliUquod ad deorii cultum prohibuit aecedi i Ergonc 
iUe religionts extinftor, cr impictatis auftor arguitur* 
qui ueram in orbc religionem induxitfqui hominibus c& 
cis 0 & reuera in impietate degetibus pietatis aperuitia* 
nudtfer cuife fubmitterent,indicauitfAn uUd ejt religio 
uerior,ojficiofior,potmtior,iujlior, quamDeumprinci 
pem nojjfcyfcirc dco prinapi fupplicare>qui bonoru om* 
nium foluscapuUv fcns ejl,pcrpctuarum paritcrfwu 
dator er conditor rerum^x quo omnia terrena 7 cunftaq^ 
coelcjlia ammltur,motu imganturfy uitali : cr qui fi no 
ejfct,nuUa profefto rcs cffct,qu£ aliquodnomcthfubjlatt 
tiamq; portarctfSififortc dubitatis anfit i\ie> de quo b 
quimurWpcrator.O' mxgis effc ApoUinc creditt$,Dti 
namMcrcurium.Martcm. Da uerum iudiciu:^ h*c orti 
nia circumff>iaen$,qu£ uidcmut, magis an fint dij ctferi 
dubitabityquam in Deo cunftabuur, quan effeomnes na 
turaliterfcimusfiue cum cxdamamm 6 deus, fiue cum d 
lum tefiem conflituimus improboru^ quafi nos cemat 
faciemfubleuxmusadccelum. Sedminoribus fupplicard 
dijs homines uctuit. dij enim mtnores^ fint,aut ubifint* 
fatisfper&rinxit uos aliquando fufi)itio iUorum aut mcn 
tbyUt merito feratis indigne abrogatos his cultus, er ho 
noris impertitione uiduatosfquod ji non mctis cldtio, & 
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typhusquidppcUdturkGr*ci5objtdret,dfy uo 
biSyimduhmfcirepotuifptis:quidydut qudre prohilue 
ritfieriyintrdfines quosfidrtreligioneuoluertt uerdm* 
qudtttum uobis periculum ndfceretur ex eo y quod putdre 
tis obfequioM cx quibus malis ancrgerctis, fi infidiofb- 
rctiuncurctis errori. Verum hjec omnid tUujb-ius come* 
mordbuntur &- pUnius y cum ulterius prorfus fuerimus 
cucfti.Monjtrabimuscnim Chriftum non impictdtem do 
auffcnttionesyfcddb Utronibuspcfsimismtferorum ho 
minum imprudcntidm uindicdffc. No crcdimus y inquitis y 
uerd effc qu* dicit. Quid enim y qu£ uos ncgatisucra efje y 
dpud uos liquentycum imminenttd,cr nodum piffit nuU 
Uspofsintrdtionib. refutdrifSed er ipfeyqwepoUicctur, 
non probdtAtd ejt. NuUd enim( ut dixt)futurorum poteft \ 
exiBere coprobdtio. Cum ergo hjcc fit conditio futuro* 
rumyUttcncri crcoprehendi nuUius pofsvnt dnticipdtio' 
ttis dttd(tu:nonnepuriorrjLtio cjt y cxduobus mtrtk y er 
m dmbigud expeftdtionc pcndcnttbus y id potius crcdere y 
quod dltquds fpcsfcrdt y qudm omnino quodnuUdsf m iUo 
enim piculi nthil eft y fi quod dicitur tmmincrc y cdffum fidt 
etudcuum:in hocddmnii efl mdximu (idejlfitlutis amif= 
fio)ficum tcmpusdducnerit y dpertdturhocfuiffc mcndx 
cium. Quid dicttis 6 ncfcij y ctim flctu er mifcratione di 
gnifiimifitd non extimcfcitis y ncfortc btcucrd fint y qu* 
funt dejpeftui uobis y &> prtbcnt materidm rifusfnec ftU 
tcm uobifcum fub obfcuris cogitdtionib.uoluitisf nequod 
hoc die credere obftinatd rcnuitis puerfitdte y rcddrgttdt 
ferum tcmptts y ^ irreuocabtlis pocnitcntid cdftigctfNon 
ne uel htcfdltem fidem uobisfdciunt drgumentd crcden* 

di 
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di,qubd um peromnes terras m tam brcui tepore &par 
uojmmenfi nominis huius facramenta diffufa funtfquod 
nuUd iam natio efi tm bdrbdrimoris, mafuetudinem 
nefciens,qu<e no cius amore uerfa moUiuerit afeeritatem 
fuxm^zj vn placidos fenfus affumpta traquiUitate migra 
ucritfquod tam magnis ingenijsprtditi Oratores, Gra= 
matichRhetores, Confulti iuris, acMcdici,philofophi& 
etidm fccretd rimdntesomdgiftcrid htc expctunt,ft>rcti$ 
quibus pduhdnte fidcbant:qucd db dominis fe fcruu cru* 
cidtibusaffici,quibtisftdtuer'mtimdlunt,folui coiuges m& 
trimonijs^exhdereddri d parentibus Uberi,quam fide rum 
pere Chriflianam,0' falutaris militU facramenta depo= 
nerefquod cum genera pccnarum tanta fint a uobvs pro* 
pofitd rcligionis huius fequctibus leges, dugedtur res ma 
gis,W contrd omnes minas,atq; interdida fomidinum 
animofiut populut obnitatur,gr ad credendiftudiu pro* 
hibitionis ipfius flimulis exciteturfnuquid h<£c fieri paf* 
fim er inaniter creditis, fortuitis incurfibus dffumi hds 
metesfltane iftud non diuinu,w fitcrum e&,aut fine dco 
corum tantas animorufieri conuerfiones,ut cum carnifi* 
ces unciydlijq; mnumcri cruciatut (quemddmodum dixU 
mus)impededntcrcdituriSyUeluti quddam dulcedine,dtq; 
ncftdre ebrij cun&a cotcmnantfo ingratum & impium 
f<eculum,6 mpriuatdm pcmicicm incredibili pettoris ob 
fiinatione pronum. Si dliquis dd uos medicus cx fummo* 
tis ucniffet er nunqua uobis regionibus cognitis,mcdica 
men poUicens tdle,quod k uejlris corporibut omnid omni 
no prohibcret morborum er ualetudinum generdino cer 
Utim bladitijs omnibus at% bonoribusfotum famdiaria 
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fufcipcrctis m manidfnon illud mcdicaminis genw opts 
rcth cffc ccrtifiimu,non ucrfhquod immuncs uosforc ab 
tdm innumcris ucxdtionibxorporu ufct ddultimcsfines 
ftodcrct ttdtisfw licct dmbigua rcs cjjct.ccmmittcrctis 
uos tdmen,ncc potione incognitu dubitdrctis hdtfirc jpe 
fdlutis ( ppofitd 9 dtq; dmorc incolumitdtis inccnfu Eluxtt* 
dtq; dppdruit Chrtftusrcimdxim* nucidtor,dufyiciu fi.it 
flum portdns,w prtcomu fxlutdrc credctib. Qjtfnd cjl 
i&dcrudeUtdsjnhumdnitMq; tdtd,qu'mimmo (utucriui 
loqudr)fdflidiofum fupcrcilium* nuncittorc muncrif cr 
portitorc tdnti^no tdntum uerborti m.tlcditticnib.fc\ndc 
rcyUcrumctid bcllo grduidtq; omnibut pcrfcqui tclorum 
cffufionib. cr ruinisfNcn pUccnt cd qu<e dicit^ cu ofc 
fcnjhnibus dudiutur k uobis y pro ludicris cd Udtia/ndtSom 
tiibMcoportate&olidifiimds rcs loquitur 9 zr fdtud dona 
promittit:ridctc ut fipictcs uos uirh fui* crroribu* 
fdtuitdtc rclmquitc uolutdri. Qjttndm cft h<ecferitds( ut 
rcpctdmus qu<£ dittd funt ftpius)qu* libido t* cdrnifex* 
incxpiabile bettu mdtccrc nihil dc tc mcrito f Dtldccrarc 
fi dctur cu ucttc pcr uifccrd y qui ncn modo nuttu intulcrit 
mdu nuttiyfcd tqudlitcr bcnignm omnibus,docucrit qd* 
twn his fdlutisdco portdrctur d prhtcipcquid cffct fitto 
opuSxUt intcritu fugcret,C7 immortdlitdtc cofecfucritur 
ignotif Cuq; nouitds rcru^ induditd prcmifiio dudicn 

tium turbdretmentes>zr crcdulitdtcfdccrHb<efitdre:uir 
tutu omtiiu dommuSydtq; ipfius mortis cxHnttor honun 
ncm fuu permifit 'mtcrfici,ut cx rebus cofcquctib.fcircnt 
intutocffefoesfuM,qudsiddudu dccepcrZtde dnimdru 
fd\uttj\et periculu mortis ulia fc poffe rdtione uitm* 
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OC inlocotribuifiuUdfdcultdSpoffet* 
ueUcm cu bti ommbm, quibut nomc in* 
uifum cfl Chri8i,ab inflitutd principdi 
A tcr dcfenfxone diun-ticido paulifccr fd* 

~ SB #o talid uerbd mifccre. Si mUl effedu* 

citis contumelid refcondcrc diquid interrogatos, cdtffcr 
tate nobis.cr dicite quid rei>qu\d cdufc efi.quod itmgrd 
uibus infcaumini Chri&um bcUisfucl quu cim ccrMnc* 
tis offenfdt, ut dd cim nominU mcntioncm rdbidorZpe* 
ftorum effcrucfcdtis drdoribwfKunquid regLmjibi uitt 
dkdns pote&dtcm, tcrrdrum orbm cunttum lcgiombm 
infe&ifiimis occupduit f & pdcdtds db exordio mnones 
dlidt ddeuit dcfuMit, dlidt fibi pdrcre ceruiabus com* 
pulit fubiugdtisfmnquid drdoributduariti<c fldgrdns 
uniuerfds opcsiHds,quibutfegcnus humdnum Buiiofe 
contcndit implcri, poffcfiionis fu* mdncipio umdicduitt 
Hunquid libidinu cupiditdtibutgcRiens pudicitU rcpa* 
guld uifregit, dut dlicnis furtim infididtut c# mdtrimo* 
nijsfttunquid drrogdntU fupercilio tumidut miuriM cr 
contumclidt pdfim ftncuUius pcrfont difcrimimbus irro 
gduit : ut non omnium uirtutum dmore corrcpticognitds 
accipidt rdtiones, dt$ mudiomnib. rcbus prtpot: Jr dtm 
citidt Chriliif^ififorteobtuft er fdtui uidcturhi i'cbis, 
qui per orbe im totu conftirdt er cocuntin tftm ordu 
Utdtis dffenfum. Quid crgofuosfolifdpieti* conditi atq ; 
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intettig$nti£ ui mcrd ncfcio quid dliud uidctiSy^r profun 
duniffolieffc nugtt intcUigttis b<ec omnidfoli ucrbd er 
pucrilesineptids, cdqut nobis promittimus principdli 
db regc ucnturdf Vnde(qu<?fo ) cft uobis tdntum fdpien* 
tittrdditumftmdcdcumtv.is, e? uiudcitdtis tdntufucl ex 
quilus fcienti* difciplms tantum cordis dffumere,diui= 
ftdtk nis tdntii potmftv; bm iretQ£kfercdfuh cr tcm 
pord dcclindre ucrbd fcitis, cr nomind* quid uoccs bdr* 
bdrdfifolacifmosq; uitsrc, quid numcrofum, cj inftru* 
ftumycompoftuqtftrnionemtdut ipfi uos noftis cffcrrc: 
aut incomptm cumfuerit,fcire:quid forniccm Luctlidnu, 
Cr Mdrfydm Pomponij obfigndtu mcmorid continctis: 
quid qut fint in litibus coftitutiones,quot cduftrumgcne 
rd,c[uotdiftionum,quidftecics,oppojitu 4 cotrmo quU 
bus rdtiombus diftingUdtur:iccirco uos urbitrdmini fcire 
quidfitfdlfum y quidue)'um 7 quid ficri pofiit,dut non pofiz 
jit:qu<z imoruyfummoruq; ndturd fitfNunq nc iUud uuU 
g*tu pcrftrinxitdurcs ucRr^fxpicntii hominis ftultiti 
am effe dpud Detif Primu cr ipfi pcnitw peifjpicttis uos 
ipfos,fiquadc dcrcbus difccptdtis obfcum^ ndturdlid 
pcrgitis rcfcrdrcfccrctd,ctipfd,qu£ dicitis,qu* dffcucrd 
tis,qu<t cdpitdlipleruq; cotmtioc deftnditis,ncfare uos y 
unuquenq; fufritioncs fuds probdtis er comprchcfis 
pcrtinaci obluttttionc tutdri. Quid cnim (fi ucru fdtcd* 
mur)ctum fi cmnid feculd in roum inucftigdtioe pondn 
tur, fcireper ncs poffumus, quos itd c£cos, er fupcrbos 
nefcto qud rcs protulit, cr cocinmutt inuidid,ut cu nihil 
fcidmus ommnoyfdUdmus nos tdmen, er m opinioncfct^ 
cntUfub infldtipciloris tumorctoUmurfvtcnim diuu 
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M pr<eteredm,w ndturdliobfcuritdte res merfds, potefb 
quifqudm explicdre mortdliu id>quod Socrdtes itte com* 
prekcderc ncquit in Phtdoefhcmo quid fit> aut unde fit, 
dnceps,udrius, mobilis, peUdx, multiplex, multiformis, 
in quos ufus proldtus fit,cuiw fit excogitdtus mgcnio>qd 
m mundo fdcidt>cur maloru tdntd experidtur exammdf 
utrum ittu tcUus uligmis dlicuw couerfd putorc, tdnqui 
uermes dnimduerit>tdnqudm muresfdn fittoris dlicuius, 
cr fdbricdtoris mdnu linidmentd h<cc corporis>dtq; om 
dcceperit formamfPotcjt,inqud, fcire in mcdio h<ec pofi 
td,dtq; in fenfibus cofittutd comunibus,quibus cdufis mcr 
gdmur in fomnos, quibus cutgilemus, quibus modis fidnt 
infomnid>quibus uifd>imo ( quod dmbigit inThe<eteto PU 
to)uigilcmusdliqudndo>dn ipfum uigtUre>quod dicitur, 
fomni fit perpetui portiofecquid dgcre uidedmur, infcm 
nium cum uidere nos dicimusfrddioru> er lummis mten 
tione uidedmutydn rerum imdgmes dduolct,w nojtris m 
pupulis fiddntfutru fdpor m rebus fit,dn pdldti cotdgio* 
nibus fidtfquibus ex cdufis pili nigrorem ingcnitum po* 
ndnt,neq; omnes pdriter,fed pduldtim ddijciendo cdnc= 
fcdntfquid fit quodhumores uniucrfiunum corpus cffi* 
cidnt mtxtionc,folum olcum rcfi>udt immerfionem m fe 
pdti,fed in fudm ndturdm impcnetrdbile fcmpcr pafyi* 
cue coUigdturflpfe deniq; animus,qui immortdis d uobii 
Cr dcus effc ndrrdtur,cur m <egris <eger fit,m mfdntibus 
ftolidus,in fcnettute defeffus fdclird erfdtud er mfind 
quoru infirmitM cr infcicntid miferdbiltf hoc mdgis eft y 
quod cu fieri pofiit ut ueri dliquid dliqudndo dicdmus,o- 
hoc ipfum nobts incertum,dn ueri aliquid dixcrimus. Et 
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quoniam rtdcre noftram fidcm confucftis y dtq; ipfam crc. 
dulttatcm fdcctijt toculartbus lancindrc y diatc 6 fcfliui, 
C? mcraco fapictt£ ttnttt cr fituri potu y eftne opcris m 
uttanegoctofumaltquodatq; attuofum genus y quddnon 
fide pr£cuntc fufctptit y fumant y atq; aggrcdtaturf an ter 
tis pcrcgrmminu nauigatis y non domum uoscrcdcntes 
perattis ncgociationtbus rcmcaturosftcrrafcrro fandU 
tis y atq; opplctis feminu uarictate y non crcdcntcs uosfru* 
gcm pcrccpturos cffcuicibus tcmporarijsfconiugalu co^ 
pulatis confortia y non futura effc crcdcntcs ca&a y &- offi 
ciojt fccdcrvs in maritosfltbcroru fufcipitis prolem y non 
mcolumc crcdcntes fore y <zr pcrgradus actatis ucnturam 
fcncttutis dd mctMfotgritudincs corporu medicoru com 
mittitis mantbus y no crcdcntcs morbos poffc mitigata af= 
peritatclcnirifbeUa cu boflibus gcritis y non uittoruuos 
credcntes prdiorum fucccfttombus rclaturosfucncrmU 
ni dcos^ colitis y no credentcs ilbs effc y <zr prppttias au 
res ucitras fupplicatiombus accomodarefQuid illa dc rc 
bus ab humana cogmtionc fepojitis y qu£ cofcribitis ipfi> 
qu£ lcttitatis y oculxta uidtjtis inft>itttoc y (y mantbus tra 
ttata tcnuiftisfNonneucflru quktiq^ cit y huic y ucl tllicrc 
dit Auttorif non quod ftbi perfuafcrit quis ucrum dici ab 
*ltcro y uclut quada fidciaftipuUtionc tutaturfqui cuntto 
rum origincm cffe dicit ignnn y aut aquam y non Thalcti, 
dut Heracltto crcditfqui caufam in numcris ponit y no Py 
thagoY£ Samio y non Archit£f qui animam diuidit y er m 
corporalcs conftitutt formas y non Vlatoni Socratico f qui 
duintti elcmcntum prtncipalibus dpplicat caufts y nqn Ari 
ftoteli Peripatcticoru pdtrifqui igni minatur mundo y cr 
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ucnerit cum tempus, nrfurum, non Pdnttio, Chryfippo 9 
lenontfqui indiuiduis corporibus mundos fcmperfibri 
catmcr deflruit,nofl Epicuro, Dmocrito, Metrodorot 
qui mhil db hominc coprchndi,dtq; omnid c<ecis obfcuri 
tatibus'muolutd,non Archcfildo,Cdrneddifnbdlicut de* 
niq; dcddemi£ueteris,rcccntiorisq; cultoriflpfi dcntque 
pruicipeStCr prtdt&dxu pdtres fententidru> nonnc ipfit 
ed cv<£ dicuntfuis crcditd fufpitioibtis dicuntfyidit cnim 
Hcraclitus res ignium comurfionibus fim f concrctionc 
dqvjrum Thdlesf Pythdgords numeros fcitf inccrpord* 
les f ymM P Idto f i/ndiutduorum Dcmocritus concurfio* 
ncsf aut itti,qui dutumdnt mhil poffe omnino copreheti* 
di,dn fit uerum quod dicunt y fciunt:dut ipfum, quoddcfi* 
niwitjUcritfltis cffe intetligunt pronuncidtu f Cum igitur 
comprrtinihil habedtis er cognituomnidq; tlk,qu<z fcri 
bitis^ Ubrorti comprehcditis millibus, crcdulitdte affc 
uerctis duceiqudtndm h*c cfl tudicdtio tdm intuftd,ut no+ 
fbrdm deridedtis fidcm,qu* uos hdbcrc confcicitis nojira 
m crcdulitdte comuncmfSed fapicntibus uos uirii omni* 
husq; infbruflts difciplindrugcnertbuscreditis. nempeil 
lis>qui nihil fcifcunt,ncc pronucidnt unu,qui pro fuis fen 
tcntijs bcUd cum dduerfimttbusconfcrunt, peruicdcu 
fcmpcr diglcididntur hoftili:qui,cum dltcr dltcrius Idbcfd 
ftdnt,dcftmmt>conueUuntci; dccrctdjunttd incertdfcce 
runtjxec poffe dliquid fciri ex ipfit diffcnfwne monftrd* 
runt.Sedfdceffixnt h<ec,nihtlq; impcdtlt, plurimum quo 
ntinus cis crcdcre dtq; aufcultare dcbedtis,et qd efl,quod 
w hdc pdrte,dut uos plurimum hdbcdtis, dut nos mmust 
§tcs PLtonhuosPlotino,uos Numcnio,uel cui libueritae 
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ditis:nos crcdimu^et dcquicfcimus Chriflo. Iniquitds h<ec 
qudtd cflyUt cum utriq^ duttoribus &emus,fitq} nobis er* 
uobis unu & fociu crcdcre:uobis uelitis ddri, quod itd ab 
illis dkdturxccipcnos ed,qu£ proferutur d Chrifbydudi 
re et fpcttdre nolitisfAtquifi cdufiucdufis,pdrtcs pdrtib. 
uoluerimM <equdre:mdgis nos Udlcmus oflendere quid m 
Chri&o fucrimus fccuti,qudm'm philofophis quid uos. 
Ac nos quidem in iUo fecuti haec fumwsxperd illd mdgnifi 
cd,potentifiimM%turtutcs,quMUdrijs edidit exhibuit^ 
mirdcu\is,quibut quiuis poffct dd ncccfiitdtem credulitd* 
tis ddduci,zr iudicdre fideliter non effc qutfierct homU 
nisy fed diuin* dicuius dtq$ mcognittcpoteftdtis : uos in 
philofophis uirtutcs fecuti quds eftis, ut mdgis uos illis q 
nos Chrifio oportuerit crcderet Quifqua ne tilorum dli* 
qudndo uerbo uno potuit,dut unim imperij iufiione : non 
dicdm ntdris infdm^aut tcmpc8dtumfuroresprohibc= 
re,compefcerc:non ctcis rcfiitucre lummd, aut fmc lumi 
nibm ndtis ddremo dd uitdm reuocdre defunttosmon dtt 
nofis diffoluere pdfiionesfcd quod lcuifiimum multo cft, 
furunculum,fcabicm->dut whtrentcm ftinuldmcdUo unx 
intcrdittione ftndrefNon quo tUos negemws* dutmorum 
integritdtelduddbiles,aut noomnigenere itudiorum er 
dtfapltndrum peritos : ndm er uerbis cosluculcntifsimis 
fcimus hqui er compofitionibut flucre leuigdtisxonclu* 
dere dcutifsime fyUogifmos:ordindre fequdciter mduttio 
nes fudsrcddere dcfinitionihitformidds,pdrtiri,diuidee 
re:multd dicere de numcrorum generibmmultd de mufi* 
cis:geometricdS res ctidm fuis fcitis,zr perceptionib.ex* 
plicdre. Sed quid iftud dd cdufitmf nunquid Enthymemd^ 
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ta,SyUogifmi,resq; <dU fimiles fcire iUos ueritdtcm ft>on 
*dent:dut ea re dignifunty quibw neceffario dcbcdt rebws 
de obfcurifsimis credifPerfondrum cotentio non eft clo* 
quenti£ uiribM,fedge&orum operum uirtute pendcndd. 
lUe non cft dicendm duttor bonus,qui fermone cctndidulc 
\ prompfit.fed qui,quod poUicetur,diuinoru operum pro* 
fequiturftonfionc.Argumctd uosnobis, er fuftitionum 
argutite profcretis:quibus ipfefi Chriftus( cum pace hoc 
eius,w cwn uenid dixerim)populoru in conuentibus ute 
retur.quis dcquiefceret,quisdudirct,quiseum promitte* 
ret dperte dliquid iudicdrefaut quis cdffd er nudd iaftan 
tem(quMs effct imprudens^ fdcilitdtis 3olid*)fcquc 
returfvirtutesfuboculispofit£ ? vrinduditditk uis re* 
rum,ucl qu<e ab ipfoficbdt pdldm,ucl db cius pr£conibus 
celcbrdbdtur in orbctoto.cds fubdiditdppctitionumflam 
mds,w dd unius credulitdtis dffmfum mente und concur 
reregctcs er populosfecit moribus difiimiUimdt n<x 
tiones.Enumerdri cnim poffunt.atq; in ufum coputdtio* 
nis uenire ed,qu£ in Indid ge&d funUapud Ser^PerfdSy 
CT Medosm Ardbid,Aegypto,in Afid,Syrid,dpud GdU 
tM,Pdrthos>Phrygds:in Achdid.Mdcedonia^Fpiro: in in 
fulis,w prouincijs omnibus,quds Sol oriens,atq; occides 
luftrdt:ipfdm deniq; dpud dominZ Romam, m qud cu ho 
m'mesfintNum£regisdrtibus,dtqt dntiquis fuperftitic* 
nibus occupdtiy non diftulerunt tamen res pdtrids linque* 
re^ ueritdti coalefcere Chriftidn£. Vtderdnt cnim cur 
fumSimonis mdgUip quddngMignedsPetriore difjld* 
tds,ernomimto Chrifto euanuiffe.viderdnt y mqui,fi* 
dentem dijs fdlfis^ ab eifdem metuetibus proditu, pon 
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dere prfdpitdtum fuojruribus kcuiffc prtfrdttis: poSb 
demde perldtu Brunda,crucidttt>us,vr pud&re dtfcjfumy 
cx dlttfiimi culmttus fc rurfum pr£ctpitdffej*fhgio:Qu* 
omnid uosgeftd ticq; fcitts, netyfcire uoliujiis : neq; un$ 
uobts neccjftru iudicdjlis:dc du ue&ris fiditis cordibus, 
er qucd typhus efl fdpientii uocdtis,dedijtis arcumfcri 
piortbuslocumjttiS inqui noxijs,quorumnomc tntcrcjl 
obfolefieriChrijlmu,Juperfundcndi cdligtnes, dtq; ob= 
fcuridt rcs tdntM,eripicncU uobisfidciy fubicicdtq; cott* 
temptus:ut,quid ftbi prtfentiunt fincm pro mcritis immi 
nere,uobis quocfc immtttcretcdufdm,per quZ periculum 
ddirc poffetis,cr uiduart bemgnitdte diutnd. [ntercd td* 
men 6 tfit,qui ddmirdmiw,quifiupetis dottoru & philo 
fophi* fcitdiitd non iniuflilitmu ducitis 'mequitare, iliudc 
retdnquiflultdnobis &brutd dicctibus:cumu?led,ucl 
tdlid reperidmmi er uos dicerc,qu£ nobis dici pronucu 
riq; ridetisfHcc mihi cum his fcrmo c(l,qui pcr udridfe* 
ddrum dtucrticulddtfiipdtijHt dtcfc tttds pdrtcs opiniom 
num diucrfttdtefccaut. Vos uos appctto,qtu Mercurw* 
quiPldtonefythdgordmq; fcftdminvuosq; c&teros, qui 
cjiisuniusmctis,rjrpcrcafdcm uLis pUcitorii inceditis 
unitdte.Audctis ridcre nos,qm pdtrcm rcru,dc deum uc* 
ncramur cr colimus:qnodq; itti dcdmus er pmtttanus 
fpcs nolirMfQuidPUto ucjicr in Thc£teto(ut cu pottf* 
jimum nomincm)n6nne dnimo fugcrc fuxdct e tcrris.cj- 
circdittufemper(qudntu ficri potcfl)cogttdtione dc mcn 
teuerfarifAudctis ridercnos,qu6dmortuorum dtcamus 
rcfurretttonemfuturdmfqud qutdcm nos dtccrc confite* 

mur:fcddUoUidlttcr,qmn fctitumus,dudiri. Q£tdin 
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Politico idemVUtofnonnecumundusoccepcritab occim 
duis partibus exoriri y <zr in cardineuergerequioricntis 
cfl folis,rurfus crupturos homincs teUuns egrcmio fcri 
bit,fenes y cdnos,decrepitos,vr cu anm caperint accedcn 
re hngioreSypcr cofdem gradus>quibus hodic crefcitur y 
ad incunabula infantide dcfituros f Audetis ridcre nos y c^ 
animaru noflrarum prouidcamus falutijd efl ipfi nobisf 
Quid cnim fumut homincs,mfi anim£ corporibus cUu* 
fjcfVosenimnoomnespro iUara geritis incolumitatib. 
curdsfnon quoduitijs ommbus^y cupiditatibus abfiinex 
tis:metus iUcuos habct y ne>u:lut trabalibus cUuis affixi, 
corporibus bareatis. Quid illifibiuolunt fccretaru artiu 
ritus,quibus affamini ncfcio quas poteftates,ut fint uobis 
placid<e y neq; ad fedcs remcaniibus patriM obftacula im* 
peditionis oppondntf Audctis ridcre nos y cum gchcnndt 
dicimus,cr incxtinguibilcs quofdam igncs y in quoSdnU 
tnds dcijciab carum ho&ibus,inimicisq y ' cognouimusf 
CXuid Plato idnn ucAcr in co uoluminc, quod Dc amm& 
immortalitate compofuitf non Achcrontcm, no Stygcm* 
non Cocytum fluuios^ Pyriphlegctontcm nominat : in 
quibusanimas affeucrat uolui>mcrgi y exurifEt homo pru 
dentit non praue, examinis iudicijq; pcrpenfi rcnt 
inenodabilcm fufcipit : ut cum animds dicat immortalcs, 
perpetuatyO- corporalifoliditatc priuitM, puniri cas di 
cat tamcn^ doloribus afftciat fenfuum. QuU autc J?o* 
mmum non uidet quodfit immortale, quod limplex nuU 
lum poffc doloremddmittcrc f quod autcm fcntiat dolo* 
rem y immortalitdte hdbere non poffefNec tame cius #u 
ftoritds plurimu d mitdte dcclinat. quws cnim uir lc* 

nis 
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nis^bcneuoUuoluntdtisinhumxnu effccredidcrit, cd 
pitdli dnimxs fcntcntit condemndrimo cjl tmcn <tbfonc 
fufpicdtu: idci cm tn flummd torrcntu fl.xmm<xmglobis> 
cr cccnofis uordgmibus tetrd.ldciuntur enim,w dd nihi 
lumreddttjc,intcritiois pcrpetu* fru&rdtione Udnefciit. 
Suntenim mcduquxlitdtis(ficutChriHo duttorccopcr 
tum c&)&' interire qu£ pofsint, dcu fi ignordncrint ,uU 
t*Crd> exitio Ubcrdri,fi dd eius fe m:nds,dtq; indulgen 
tids dpplicdrint. er ut % quod ignotu eil pdtedt,htc e&ho 
mi/nismors uerd,b£cmhtlrc(iduufdciens.ndmiUd, qux 
fub oculis ccrnitur, dnimdrum efl d corporibus dijugd- 
tio,non finis dbolitionis extrcmus. h£c,tnqudm,efl homi 
nis mors uerd,cum dnimt ncfcicntcs deum pcrlongifiimi 
tcmporis crucidtu confumutur ignifero,in qucm lUxsLu 
ciunt quiddm crudclitcr f£ui,CT <w tc Christu incogniti y 
CT db folo fcictc dctetti. Qu ire whil cfl quod nos fx\lxt y 
nihil quod nobis polliccdtur )f>cs cdffds,quod d nouis quU 
bufddm dicitur uiris,vr immoderdtd fui opinionc fublx* 
tisydnimds immortdlcs effc,deo rerum,dc principi grddu 
proximis dignitdtis,genitore iUo dc pdtrc prolttds, diui 
ndt y fdpictcs,doftds y ncq; uUx corporis dttrettdtione con 
tiguds:quod quid ueru er certii cft,&- d perfetto fumus 
incmcndxbili perfettione proldti, inculpdbdes, cr idco 
irreprehcnfibiles,uiuimus,boni,iu&i,vr retti, uitiofitd* 
tis nuUius rei,nuUd cupiditis nos uincit,nuUd libido deho 
neftdt, uirtutu omnium ferudmus dtq; mtegrdmus teno^ 
rem.Et quid uno exfonte omnium nofbrum dcfluunt dni* 
m*,iccirco unu conucnicnsq;fentimus:non moribus,non 
opinionilus difcrepdmus:Dcu omnes nouirms 9 nec quot 
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\/H orbe funt hommesfunt fententi* totidem,neq; infinU 
td uxrietxte difcreU. At dum ad corpord Ubimur wpro 
perdmus humdnd,ex munddnis circulis fequutur nos cdU 
ft>quibus mdlifimus>zr pcfiimis cupiditdtib.dtq; irdcutt 
didferucdmus>cxcrcedmus in fidgitijs uitdm>%r in libidi 
nempublicdm uendlium corporu proRitutione ddmne* 
mur.Et quemddmodum fepoffunt incorpordlAus corpo 
Yd coniungereidut d deo principe resfdttae>db mfirmiori 
bus cdufis dd uitiorum dehoneftdmctd trdducif vultis ho 
mines inftitutum, fuperciliumq; dcponerefquideum uo* 
bis dffcifcitis pdtrem, et cum eo cotenditis immortdlitdtc 
hdbere uosund>uultis qu(trere>perueftigdre,rimdri>quid 
fitis uofipfi>cuius fitis>ccnfedmini quo patre, quid in mti 
do jkcidtis>qudnd rdtioe ndfcdmini>quo pdtto profilidtis 
dd uiufuultis fituore depofito cogitdtioib. tdcitis peruide 
re dnimdntid nos cffe>dut confimilid c<eteris>dut no pluri 
xnd diffcritdte diftitidf Quid eft enim> quod nos db eoru> 
mdicet fimilitudine difcrepdrefuel qute in nobis emmcn* 
tidtdtd cft^ut dnimdntiu numero dedignemur dfcribifEx 
oftibus HHs funddtd funt corpord><zr ncruoru colligdtiox 
ne deu'mttd:ejr nobis compdrili rdtione ex ofiibus fundd 
td funt corpord,w nernorum colligdtione deumttd. Au* 
rds dccipiunt ndribus>o- per dnhclitu reciprocdtdS red* 
dunt:w nosft>iritu confimilitcr ducimus><«r rcfyirdmui 
comedtibus crebris. Fccmirimis generibus> mdfcuXmvscfc 
diftmttd funtim totide er nos fexus noftro fumus db du* 
&ore forntdti.Edut per uteros foctus><zr corpordlib. coti 
cilijs procrednt:cr nos corporum coiugdtionibus ndfcU 
Hiuri^r ex dluis fundimur^dtq^ emittimur,mdtru cibo fu 
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fictdmur cr potu.Et iUd fuperfludtfceditdtes inferiorlb. 
cgcrtlt <xbijciunt'cfc poflicis:& nos cibo fu)}ctmur cr po 
tu:cr quod nuturd im reft>uit,pcr eofdc cffundimus tra 
tnitcs. Cuu tUis efl ommbus fdmem prohtberc mortifcm 
rdm^et neccffxrio inuigiUre pro uittu:quid dlind nos tan 
tis dgimus m occupdtionib.uit<t,nifi ut ex querdmusjpi 
hus fdms periculu dcuitctur,cr infeUx folicttudo pondm 
turf Morbos itid er vncdtdt fcntiunt, cr dd ultimufenem 
ttutefoluuntur : quid enim nos immunes mdlis dbhisfum 
tuui,crnoncddcm rdtione morboru incommoditdtibus 
frdngimur, er fencttutis dcfiruimur tdbefQUodji er & 
lud ejl ueru,quod in myjterijs fecretiortbus dtctturjn pe 
cudcs dtq; dlidt bduds ire dnimds improboru, poflqwxm 
funtbt mxnis corponbus exuU.mdntfefttus comprobdm 
tur uuinos nos cffe,ncq; intcruaUis longiortbus dtfydrdm 
tos. Siquidem res eadcm nobis er AUs cjl und, per qudtn 
effc dnimdtitid dicitur^ motu dgitdre uitdlem. Scd rdm 
tiomlcsnos fumus 9 & inteUigcntid uincimus gcnus omm 
ncmutorum.Credcrcm iflud uertfiime dici>ficum rdtiom 
tie er confilio cuntti homincs uiuercntferudrent offtcio 
rum tenorem y dbliinercnt db iUicitis,<cr fi negotid turpU 
tion ddirentmcq; quifqud prduitdtcconfilij,dtq; ignoran 
tUcdtcitdtccontrdrid fibimet dtqueimmicd dcpofceret. 
VeUcm tdmcnfcire qutndm fit h<ec rdtto>pcr quifumut 
potiorcs dnimdiugcnertbus cunttis:quid nobis dotnici* 
lidfecimus,quibus pofiimm hyemdlidfrigord,vr tfldtit 
fidgrdtids euitdrefquid dnimdntid cttcrd huius rci proui 
dentid non hdbcntfnonne dlid cernimus opportuni^itm 
fcdibus nidulom ftbi confirucre mdnfionestdlidfdxis 
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rupibus tegerc cr comunire fufpcnfisfexcdUdredlU teU 
luns foU>c?'mfofidibu*fouets tuUmind fibimet &cubi 
IU pr<cpdr<trefQupd fi miniflrM mdnus itUs ctUm dond 
re pdrens ndturd uoluiffet, dubiubile non foret y qiun cr 
ipfd conjbruerent mcemu dlufdjiigU y ^r drtijiciofd ex* 
cuderent nouiUte. Tdmen in his ipfis,qu<e rofiris dtcb ut% 
guibusfdciuntymidu incffe cofoicimus rdtionii o-fdpie 
tix fim\ddcrd:quxhommes imitdrinuUd mcdiutioe pof* 
fumus:quduis fint nobis opificcsntdnus 0 dtq; omni gene* 
re perfettionis drtifices. Veflem ilU no norunt,feUds, ju 
ueSydtq; drdtrd compingcre:necdeniq;fupeUcttilem c£* 
terdm,qudm familUris u fus expofcit. Non funt iftd fcien 
ti<e munerd,fcd pdupcrrim<cnecefiiutis inuenU. Necfc ci 
nnimis drtcscccli ex penetrdlibus ceciderunt:fed cxquiji 
t<e,<«r ndt<e funt m tcrris hic omncs, et cum proceffu tem 
QorumpduldtimmcdiUtione cbfidU. Quodfibdbcrent 
fcicntids dnim<c y quxs genus hdbere diuinum dtq; immor* 
tdlccondignuefcdbinitio hominescunttiomnU fciret* 
necf<eculumcffctuUum,quoddrtis cffctigndru dicuius, 
Mt rerum expcrientU non pdrdtum. Kunc uero i/nops ui 
td 9 Zfr mulUrum mdigcns reru,fortuiU confyiaens qu<t* 
dam commodulc prouenire^dum imitdtur,expcritur> cr 
l ienUtydum Ubitur,reformdt,immuUt,cx dfiidud repre* 
henfionepdruds fibi cocmnduit fcientiolds drtiwn^ dd 
unum exitum tcmporibut plurimis commenddtds perdu* 
xit. Qupdfi homincs pcnitus dut ipfos fe noffent>dut in* 
teUettum Deifufpitionis dlicuius dcciperent durd, ntm* 
qudm fibi dffcifcerent diumdm immorulcmq; ndturdm: 
tiet exiftirmrent quidddm mtgnificum fcnojfc, quU fibi 

i % crdti* 
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crdticulM,truUdA,c<eterdq; fcccrunt , quid fubuculdt; fup 
pdrd&nMMccrnuldtttrdbedfiyCultrosJoricdSy cr ghdi* 
os,quid rdjtrd,frcuriculM, uomcran. Nunqwxm mqudnt 
crcdcrcnt typho & dtrogdtid fublcudti,primd cffc fenu 
mmdiO- <equd\id principis fummitdti:qui grimdttcdm, 
muf\cdm>crdtoridm,pcpcrcrdnU V gcometricds formu 
lds,'mquibusdrtificijsquidndminfit ddmirabilc non uU 
demus:ut cx corii muentionc crcddtur cffc dnimds potio 
>res er folc er fyderibut sunttisMnc totu cuius mcmbrx 
funth£c,mundum,0' dignittteet fubfldntid pr<eterire. 
Quid cnim dliud fc faondent ucl infinudre poffe,uel trd= 
dcre,qukm ut rcgulds nommu,differentidtq; nofcdmus* 
ut interudttd in uocum fonis, ut loqudmur fuxdcnter in li 
tibus,ut terrdrum continentids metidmurf Qu<e fi fccum 
dnim& diumis cx rcgionibus dttuliffent,cr ejfct neceffd* 
rium fcire,omnes cd idmdudum m omni orbe trattdrent: 
ncq; ullum hominu rcperiretur genus,quod non cffet his 
ommbM (cqudlitcr dtq; uniformitcr eruditum. Nuc uero 
in mudo quotus quifq; cft mu(icus,didlctticus, wgeomc 
tres,quotus ordtor,poetd grdmmdticusfex quo dppdret 
(ut fiepius dittum cft)'mucntd hdcc effe locorum necefsi* 
tdtcydc temporumcq; diuinitus eruditds dduoUuiffe huc 
animds:quod neq-omncsdott<e fint,neq; difccrcomnes 
pofs'mt 0 ty fint m his plurim<e dcumnis obtufioris,et tdr 
di,o*dddifcendifiudiumpldgdru cocrcitionc cogdtur. 
quod Ji ed,qu£difcimus,renrinifcentids effc conjtdrct(ut 
antiquis opmionibus fcitu efl)conucniebdt nos omncs db 
und ueritdtcucnientcs unu noffe y unu'q; rcmmifcimo hd* 
bcrc diuerf<M,non plurimM>difstdentesq;fentetiM. nunc 

ucro 
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fterd cum finguli ahud dtc^ dliud dfferdmus, mdnifcflunt 
Cr promptu eft,nibil nos dttuliffe de cab,fed hic natos 
addifcere, er fufcitionibus codlitd uindicarc. Etutuobis 
cUrius mdnifcjliusq;monfiremus cuiusfitpretij bomo, 
quemfimiUimucreditis potentU fuperioris exiflere,con 
cipiteanimis hdnc imdgmcmuefirPSyO' quodfieri fi dg* 
gredidmur potcfijdnqud fi fimus dggrcfsi y fimilitudinis 
affumptionc teneumus. Sitigiturnobistelhreineffoffa 
loctis hdbitdbilis formdm cubilis efficics y tefto y ^r pdrie* 
tibus cldufus:non dlgidus frigore,non feruens nimio cdlo 
re:fed itd tempcrdtus^ medius>ut nvc frigoris fenfum* 
nccdrdorcmudlidumperpetidtur<efidtis. \n huncfonus 
omnmo nuUius inciddt uocis y non duis,non befii^no tem 
peftdtis,non hominis,no deniq;frdgoris dlicuius y dut con 
crepdntis terribiliter cccli. Excogitcmus deinde quemdd* 
modum tumen dccipidt,no ex ilhtto igni y ncq; exfole con 
fi>efto y fed notu dliquid fidt y quod imdgtrie luminis cdligi 
nemterpofitdmentidtur.Unud nonundfit y Hecfit introi 
tas rcftus:ddcdtur inflcxiomK flcxuofis : nec recluddtur 
dliquddo,nifi cum neceffxrid rdtio pofluldrit.Nunc quo* 
nidm imdgini pr<epdrduimus fede y dccipUmus deinceps 
moxaliquem natu y ^r in loci iUius hoft>itiu y quodhdbedt < 
rem nuUdm^ fit inmc dc udcuu:pUtonicd licet dut pyx i 
thdgored progenie y dut horum dlicuius>qui dcurmnvs per 
hibentur fuiffe diuini:dut ex dcum rcfpofis fdpientifiimi 
nuncupdti. Quod cu dftumfuerit y nutriri ut debedtfequi 
tur,&-dlimonijsconuenientib.cducdri.Adbibedmus igi 
tur cr nutricem y qu<t fempcr dd eum nuddfcmper filens 
*cceddt 2 uerbumnutium fdcicns>nec m fermoni diquan 
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ord cr Ubrd diducdtfed cum mdmmds dederit y er confc 
qucntid fupplerit officid y ddtum quieti linqudt y &- dntefo 
rcscldufdsdicsnocicsc^contmet Pofcitcnim phrrunq; 
res>nutricuts ddeffe curds 9 cr obferudre tempordrios mo 
tus. At iiero cum caperit folidioribus cibis infdns debrre 
fidari>nutrice inferdturdbeddem y uefle(utdiximus) po 
fitd, cr tcnore reticetU ferudto. \pfc dutcm y qui wfertur 
cibus fit unus dtq; ide fempcr.nihil mdterid dtfferens y nec 
pcr mrios rcdintegrdtus fdporesfed dut fit itte de milio* 
aut fit pdnisexfdrrc 9 dut(ut fieculd imitemur dntiqud)ex 
cinere cdldo gUndcs y dut ex rdmifi dgrefltbus bdcadt.Vo 
tio dutcm uimfit prorfus incognitd y ncc fccLnde dliud dd 
tnouedtur fiti,qum liquor purus efontibus culdore igni£ 
intddus:cr(fi ficri potis e&) mdnibus fubnumjkdtus c<t 
uisJriet enim fdmilidris e morc confuetudo in ndtwrl uer 
fdtnec dppctitio corrigctur y ultnius cffe dmplius nefcies 
quod pctdtur. Quorfum igitur hsc fteftdntfut y quoniam 
creditu cfl dnimds diutnds dtq> ddco immortdes cffc y cr 
dd hominum corpord difcipUnts cum omnibus dducLtre* 
experidmurexiflo y quemhocgencre uoluimus educdri 9 
cdpidtncrcs fidcidnfit lcuitercreditd y cr fruflrdbili cx- 
pe£ldtione pr<efumptd. Vroccddt igitur nobis foUtudme 
m opcrtd nutritus y quot uultts dnnos dgens, uultis uicend 
riusfuultis tricendriusf immo cu dnnosfuerit quddrdgin 
td permenfusjnortdlium cocilijs tnferdtur:crfiueru efb 
ilhm principdlis effe fubfidntit portione cr cx fonttlut 
uittc deriudtu hic dgerc^ntequd notitidm reifuntdt dlicu 
Wydut fermone imbudtur humdno,det refronfum rogd* 
tus,quisnm fit ipfc^ut quo pdtre y quibus fit m ttgioni* 
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but.cditut,quoptfto,dutqu.indm rdtione nutritus,quid 
opcm aut negocij ceicbrls dntedtti temporvs decurrerit 
mtdtcm.lt d iUcnonomnipecore,ligno,fdXo, obtufior, 
dtq; hebetior fldbitfnon miffus in res nouu, cr nuqudttt 
fibi dnte cognitds,ipfum fcfe efje dnte omnid nefciturmi 
Poteritne(fi quxm) folquidjitoflcndere,terrd, mxrti* 
fyderd,nuhes,ncbuld,pkuk,tonitrud,nix^^ 
rit drbores fctre quid fint,herb<e,dutg?dmind, tdurm, e* 
duwjMt dries,cdmclus,elcphdntus,dut miluiKfEfurienti 
ft dedcrifi uudm,mujldaum,c£pe 9 cdrduum, cucumerem % 
ficumfciet poffefcddri omnib. cx hisfdmcmfdut quo gc 
nere jhguldeffe&bcdntfEtfibiignm fecc 
ris,dut ucnendtds cinupofueris beflidS 9 none iht per mc 
didsfUmmdS,uiper^,folif^gds,cfp noxids ncfc\es,v ti 
mere ipfum quid ftt ignordnsfidm wofi ucflem,ftfupcl 
le&ilem ponds in medio tdm urbdnm,^ ruflicjm,eritnc 
idem ut pofiit difcrimindrc cui negocio rcs qutq; conue* 
nidtfcuius muneris dccomoddtd ftnt ufui indicetfin quo* 
bdbitusuefHs firdguld fattd fit,mitrd,fbophiu,f*fcid,pul 
umus,mucctnium,lcnd,tunicd,mmtele,mafirucd,^ 
foled,cdlceutfQuid ft ddijcids rotd qd fit,dut tribuld,uZ* 
f$us,doliu,cupd,trdpctum,uomis y dut cribrum, mold, bu* 
ris^tfdrculufQniddrqiidtdfi fcUuk,dcm,firigil,polu 
bru,fiUqudfhu,truUd,ldna^ 
phus,fdccMfQuid Ci citkdrd,tibid,drgentu,£S,co<kx,r<t 
diutylibcrfQtiid mfirumctd fi c<ttcrd,quibut uitdfucchu 
gitur er cotinetur humdndfitd ( ut diximus)iUe no uobii 
ritu,dut dfini,porci, dutfx uUit efi dhl tdrdius, cofyicict, 
& quidcfortmtm fMTMf r$c£lis,et qutfmtfinguU 
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nefciensyO- <tum m cdufdm pofsidcdntur ignordnsmot) 
ne uoccm,fi fuerit necefsitdtc dliqud codttus emitterejtt 
folcnne efl mutis,indrttculdtu ncfcio quid ore hidnte ck=* 
mabitfQuid m Mcnone 6 Pldto quxddm rdtionibw nu~ 
meri ddmotd ex pucrculo fcifcitdrisfet cx eius niteris re 
faonfionibus comprobdre>qu& difcumus non difcerc 7 fcd 
m corum mcmoridm,qu£ dntiquitus nouerdmus, rediret 
Quifitibiuerereft>odct(nocnim nos couenit fidcm rr= 
bus dbiudicdre quds dtcis)non reru fcicntidjed inteUigen 
tid duciturio- ex eo> quod dliquos numeros quotidunis 
bdbetex ufibutnotos,fitutfcqudturrogdtM,qripfd iU 
lum femper multiplicdtiois ddducdt dcccfsio, Quodji ue 
re cofidis immortdlcs huc dnitHds^ plcnM fcictit per* 
uohrcyddolcfccntulu iflum rogdre definito>que effe con= 
fticis igndru rcruntz?- humdnitdtis cffe infinibus co&i 
tutum. QUddrdgendriu ifium dd tc uocd y et ex eo percon 
tdre,non dbfirufum dliquid,no inuolutum, no de tridngu 
,non de quddrdtis, quid fit Dtbus,dut Dyndmus fcfqui 
c(iduus,dut fcfquitcrtius ultimutifed quod in mcdio fit& 
ejly bi/s bindMs ternd, qudm efficidt fummuLtm qwtrito. 
Volumut uidcre 7 uolumus fcirc,quid rogdtw refyondedt, 
dn vnquifitdm expedidt qu<eftionemAtd iUefcnfurusefl 
(quduis ei pdtcdnt dures )dn dliquid dicdt,dn dliquid qu<& 
rdt,dn db fe refaonderi dliquid poftulcs:%r non flipcs ut 
aliquis 0 dut Mdrpefid (ut dtflu efi)rupcs ftdbit clmguis 
V mutusihoc ipfum ignordns o* nefciens,fccum potiiH 
dn cum dltero coUoqudW 3 cu altero fermccineris> dn fe* 
cum:ordtio fit iftd, qudm promit,an fonitutuocis, nihil 
rcrujignificdSyfed inunicotinuatione ptrditustQUfd di 
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fitti 6 uiri plufq fdtisefluobiscxdliendgcncrofitdtc tri 
buentcsfh<ecc'me cfl animd dccla ittd qudm dicitis,immor 
tdlis,perfettd,diumd,pofi deum prmcipcm reru,& pojt 
mentes gemmds locu obtmcns qudrtu,w afflucns ex cra\ 
teribiu uiuisfHic cfi itte preciofus, er rdtionib. homo au 
guflifiimis pr<editM,mundus mmor qui dicitur,&- totiut 
m fpcciem fimilitudmis fdbricatut, dt$ formdtut : nuUo 
mclior(ut appdruit ) pecore,obtufior ltgno,fdxo,qui ne= 
fcidt homincsity in mutis fcmpcr folttudmibw dcgdt,de 
moreturjncrs ucluti pucr,quamuis dnnis uiudt mnumc* 
rtiiW nunqud nodis corporeis eximatur. Sed cum fcho* 
Idt dttigerit^ magiftrorufuerit bijlitutionibut erudU 
tutycfficitur prudensAottx^O' qua nupcr hdbuerdt, im 
peritid ponit. Et dfcttm^bos tequc(ufu dtq; afiiduitate 
cogete )difcit drdredc molere:equutiugu fubire^dgno 
fcerem curriculo flexiones:cdmelws fefe fubmittcrc,fiuc 
cu fumitonerd^fxuecum ponitxolubdmanumijfdrcuola 
re ad dommicM fedes.cdnis cum muenerit prtddm cohi* 
bcre cr contmcre ldtrdtu:ucrbd Vfitdcws cr mtegrdrc* 
Cr nommdprorfus exprcmerc. Sed ego cu dudio nefcio 
quidprtfidns dntmam dici&eo uicinum cr proximum* 
fciente huc omnid fuperioribws dducntdre de feculis:nolo 
iUam difcere,fed doccre:ncc ex dcttd(ut dicitur) clcmen 
tdridmficri:fed retmcnte res fudt,corporibws fcmet ciV* 
cumligdre terrenis. nifi cnim fefe habuerit res itd>difcer* • 
niqui poterit utrum ne ittud,quoddudit,rcm'mifcdturodn 
difcdtfcum multo fdciliws credere,difcere illdm quod ne* 
fcidt:quam oblitam,quod pdulo dnte fcicbdkw oppofitu 
corporisdmitti repctentidm prioru. Et ubi cfi iUudquod 
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dicitur incorpordlis dnimd fubfidntidtn no hdberc tquod 
enm nuUiits cjl corpomioppojitione dltcrius no impcdi 
tur,ncc potcfl dliquid fudderi perdere id^quod non potcji 
tdHum rci oppofitf fuflinerc. Vt enim numem m corpo 
ribus cdflitutin(qumuis mille corporibut obrudtur) i«- 
tdttus ct inuioUbiUs cofidUitd ncccffe efl dnimM, fi funt 
(ut perbibetur)morpore&>ob\iuionc priorii nuttdm pd 
ti.quxuis eM folidifimi£ corporu circuUgducrint iuftio* 
nes. Quidfquod cddc rdtio non tdntum kcorporeM mdi 
cdt eds no cffc, ucrum etii priudt immorUlitdtc hds om* 
ff f , CT fi ncs dpplicdt>quibus uitd cofuetd ejl termhu* 
ri. Quicquid cmm cdufx mgrucnte nonnulk iU muUtur* 
1? uatitur, ut integriutc fudm retmerc non pofiit.id ne 
teffc efi iudicdri ndturd effe pdfiiuu. Quod dutc cjl prom 
ptum dtq; expofitu pdfiiom 9 corruptibilc effc ipfd pjfiibi 
litdte intcrueiuete denucidtur. Ergo>fi cr dntmx pcrdut 
omne quod nouerit,corpordUbus uinculis occupdt<t,pdti 
* antur ncceffe cjl aliquid y quod cm cfficidt pbliuipis induc 
rc cmtdtcm. Na£ enim nihil omnino perpcfft 9 dut intcs 
griUte confcrudntcs fudm,poffunt rcrufcientti ponerc y 
aut in dlios hdbitus fine fui muUbiUtdte trifire. Atq nos 
arbitrdmur,quodeflunu,quod immortdle, q<£ fimplex» 
qudcfy m re fuerit y ncceffdrio fcmper fudm retinerc nd 
turdm-necdeberedutpojtedliquid perpetiyfimodo cffc 
perpetuu cogitdt^ in finib.propri* immortdliUtis htt 
rcrc.Qiis cnim pdfiio lcthi dtq; interitusianud e[i y dd mor 
tem ducens «w,er ineuiUbile rebus dffercns funfiionc: 
{jumfifentiutdnimtyO-Uftui eiusatq; mcurfionibus 
uduntjifu QiUiscfl uiu no mmipio frudtU, qjumufc 
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dlitar quidS infcrSt,o- rci tdntefidcm fuis in drgumcriti 
tdtionibus pondnt. Ac nc tdmcn inftruftino plcnius abca 
musydudtmus i uobi/s qucmddmodu dicitis dnimdt, cum 
tcrrcnis fucrmt corporibus kwolut<e,prioru rcminifccn 
tidm no hdbcrcxum in ipfis corportbus pofit<£,cy propc 
infcvfibixs corumcomixtionc pcrfcft£ y pcrfmdcitcr cr 
fidclitcr tencant cd>qu<c dntcdnnos plurcs(ji uclis diccrc 
ucl oftogmtdjicl hoc dmplius)ucl fcccrut ucl pdffe funt* 
udloquutfifuntyucldudicrunt. Sicnim objtdculo pcrfici 
tur corporis, nc mcmincrint corum 5 qu£ idmdudum, er 
tnte htimm m fcictStmdgis cR ut cx dcbcdnt obliuifci 9 
qu<e conclufic m corportbus fdftitarunt, qudmqutforis 
pojitjcnondum hominibus coniugdU. Quod cntm rcbus 
wgrrfiis priorm rcpctattiam dctrdhit,z? wtrd fcgcfti 
trrccordubtli dcbct oblitcrationc dcpcrdcrc. Vndcnim 
cuufi rcs dttds cfficcrc dc fibi contrdrids no potcft,ut dlio 
rum mcmorids fopidt,dlid pdtidiur dftoris m rccordutio 
ticm ucnirc. Quod fx dmm<z (quds uocdtis) mcmbrorum 
impcdiuntur cbRdculo, quommus drtcs fuds dtquc dntU 
quds rcminifcdnturiin corporibus ipfis qucmddmodum 
con&itute mcmmcrunt <y fciunt dnimds fc cffc> er cor* 
pordlcm fubftdntidm non hdbcre, immortdhtdtis condx* 
tionc mdftdtds 9 qucm tcncdnt in rcbus grddu, quo fint or> 
dine k dco pdtrc difcrct£,dd i/nfimd h&c mudi qudndm ra 
tionc pcrucncrintiquds cx quibus circulis qu<ditdtes,dun* 
ln hdcc locd ldbutur,dttrdxcrmt. Quemddmodu (mquS > 
fciut doftifiimds fefuiffe^ obftruftioe corporu dmifif* 
fc qut noucrdntfo* hoc ipfim cnim ncfcirc debuerSu fi 
diquid eti Ubis corpordis mucxiffet ^ditiftiosm fcire 
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quidfueris,cr quid hodie non fis,non cjl fignti memori# 
perdit£,fedcomprobdttotndiciuq; fcrudt*. QU£cuita 
fe hdbedt,definite qu£fo,defmiic rcs pdruds, dtq; exigui 
nominis immdnibus pretijs £ftimdre : defimtc hominem 
prolctariiu cum ftt cldfiibus,^ cdpitc cu cenfedtur ajcri 
berc ordmtbus priimsxum fit mops, pduper Idre, er tu^ 
gurij pduperis,nec pdtricU cldritdtis unqui meritus nu* 
cupdrixwrn enim uosoporteretuirosrcftidtq; integriu 
tis duftorcs typhum er drrogdtidm frdngere^quoru ma 
U> cuntticxtollimur,zr indniudiftendimur udnttdtemo 
tdntumdccideremdldiftdcenfetis, uerum (quodgrduius 
multo cft)dddidiftis cdufds,qutbus cr uitid crefceret, er 
mcmcnddbiUs nequitid permdnerct t qws cft cnim homi 
txum, qudmuis iHe fit mdoUs infdmicim fempcr dtq; igno 
m'miofdfugicntis,qui,cu dici cxdudidt uiris db fdptentU 
busmdximcimmortdlcsdnimdscffcnec fttoru effeob- 
noxids lcgibus,non m omnid fkgitid prtccps rudt , non 
intrepidus rcs obedt dtq; dggrcdtdtur iUicitdtfno deniq; 
vmnid fuis cupiditdtibus Urgidtur, qutlibido impotens 
iufferitjmpunitdtis prttercd etid Ubertdte mumtd. quid 
enimprohtbebit,quom'mus htcfdridtfmetus fupcrb£po 
te£bdtis,iudiciuq; dtumumfEt qui poterit tcrritdri formi 
dmisdlicuius horrore,cui fuerit perfudfum tm fc cffc im 
mortdlem,qum ipfum deumprimumfnec db co iudicdH 
quicqudm de fe poffexum fit und immortdlitds m utroq^ 
nec m dlterius dlterd coditionis pofiit tqudlitdte uexdri. 
Sed memordtt dpud inferos pocn£,w fupplicioru gcne 
ribus muUiformcs. ecquis erit tdm brutus,cr rerum con- 
fequentidt nefciens y qui dtiimis mcorruptibilibus crcddt* 
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dut tenebrM tartdreds poffealiquid nocere^dut igneosflu 
uios^dut canofis gurgitibus pdludcs,dut rotdru uolubiUti 
circudttusfQupd cnm contiguum non cjt^ db legibus 
diffolutionis dmotu e & , licet omnibusdmbidtur flammis 
torrentium fluminum,uoludtur m cccno,fdxorum immi- 
nentium cafibus^ immdmu montium operidtur ruiniSy 
iUibdtu neccffe efl permdnedt er Mdttu, ne<$ uUum feti 
fum mortifcr£ pdfiionvs dffumere. Quidfquod i§ta pcr* 
fudfio non tdntu efl incitdtrix ddrittid Ubertdte exipfit 
peccdndhuerum etidm philofcphi* ipfius cdufam toUit, 
W indhiter edm fufcipi fuperudcdneioperis difficultd* 
te decUrdt. Ndm fi uerum eft animds nuUius effc pdrtici- 
pes finiSy^r cu omnibus fieculis moru perpetuitdte pro= 
cedere:quid periculi res hdbet ccntcmptts pr<etertnifiisq> 
uirtutibus,quibus efl contrdttior dtq; horridioruitd, uo* 
luptdtibus fc ddrc,dc pcr omnid Ubidinu gcnerd effrend* 
tum ftdrgere immcfie cupiditdtis drdorcfNe delicijs mdr 
cedt^ty corrupdtur motlitudine uitiorumfEt qud poterit 
ratione corrupi id,quod immortdle,quod femper r/ker 
nuUiobnoxium pdfiionifNe fordefidt,et poUuaturdttio 
num turpium fccditdtefEt qui pctnit pcUui, corporalcm 
quod fubftantiam non hdbetfaut ubifedcm ccntammdtio 
ponere,ubift>dcium nuUum efljn quo notd fe pofiit ipfim 
cotdmmdtiois dffigeref Rurfus ucro fi dnim<t lethi ddeut 
idnudt(Epicuri utfentetid definitur)nec fic caufd cft com 
petens,curexpetiphilofophid debedt:ctidm fiuerum rft 
purgdrihdt dnimM, dtefcdbommpurto uitiofitdtcprdc* 
ftdri. Ndm fi comunitcr obeut, crmipfis corporibus fen 
fus eis deperit cxtmguiturcfr uiUUsmon tmtum efl erro* 
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ris maximi y ueru slolidx ctcitdtisfrenare ingenitos dp 
pctitus 9 cohiberc in dngufUjs uitdm y nthil indulgere natu 
r&jion qucdcupidincs tufferint atq; inHigauennt face* 
re 9 cumnuUd tcprtmidtdntikborts cxpeftentcum dies 
mortis aducnerit y %r corpordUbus fucris uincults exfolu 
tus.McdictMergoqwedM,w dmntdrum dnccps ambU 
guaq; natura y bcum phtlofopht* pepcrit,cr cduftm cur 
nppctcretur inuenitidum pericidum fcdicct ex mdlis tftc 
formiddt ddmijiis:alfer concipit ftcs londtfi nihil fccle* 
risfdridtywcumofficio uitdmiuflttidq; trdducat Andc . 
cft quod inter doftos uiros>o* ingenioru, exceUctit pr& 
ditos, dcdnimdrum qualitatccertamencft: cr easdlij di 
tunt mortali effe natura y nccdtuinam pojjcfubftdntia fu 
{linerc:alij uero pcrpetuds y nec in naturd poffc dcgcnera. 
remortali. Quodtftudut jiat y mcdictath'ejficttur lcge: 
quod cr iUis argumcntdfunt pr<ttfco y quibus eat pifiiuM 
dtq; interibilcs inucnitur:cr his contra non dcfunt 7 qui* 
buseffe diuinds immortdlescj;moflrdtur. Hxccumitdfi, 
babeant y ^r cum db fummo tradttum tencamus auttore, 
tton effc dnimds loge ab hiatibus mortis er fducibus con* 
ftitutas : poffunt tamcn \ongtut fummt principis mune* 
rc ac bcnejicio fieri :ji modo iUum tcntcntdc mcditcntur 
dgnofcere:eius enimcognitiofermcntum quoddam ejlui 
U y dc rei diffociabilis gjutinum:tum dcinde fcrttate y atq; 
mbumanitdtedepojitis y refumdtit ingcniamitiord:utdd 
%Uud y quodddbitur y effe pojlint par.it x y Quid cjl quzd i 
uobis tanquam bruti er sloltdi tudiccmur y ji propter ho$ 
tnetus liberatori dcdtdimut cr mdncipduimut nos Dco* 
tduerfusiftuinoxioSf&ucnendtoscolubrdm morfus y 
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remedid fepe conquirimu*> C7' protegtmus nos lam'mis 9 
Pfytiis, Marfis uendenttbus,alijsq; inftttortbus atq; pU* 
nis:ac ne nobisfrigora folesq; mccmmcdent rapidi, mu* 
nimentd domoru ac uejiium foliciU pr<eparamus diligen 
tta cautionis.Mortis nobis cvm proponatur metusjd e& 
nnimarum interitm : quid nonex comodifacirmis fenfu* 
yuo amamus nos omnesfQuam eti qui nobis ftondet tali 
dpericulo Itberaturu ret'memus 9 amplettimur, animisq; 
ipfisnoftris ( fi modo iufta eft uicifiitudo) pr<zponimus. 
i Vosueftrarumanimarumfalutem in ipfis uobis reponU 
tiSyfieriq; uos deos ue&ro fiditis intcftinocj; conatu:atue 
ro nos nobis nibtl de noftra htfirmitatcpromittimus y nd* 
turam mtuentes noStram uirium effe nutlaru, er db fuis 
mffcttibus in omni rerum contentione fuperari. Vos cum 
primum folutt membroru abieritiSyenodes alas uobis afi* 
futuras putatis,quibus ad calum pergere, atq; ad fydera 
uolarepofittis:nos tantam reformidamus audaciam 7 nec 
in noftra ducimus effe pofitum poteftate res fuperas pete 
rexum cr hoc ipfum habeamus mccrtum>an uitam accU 
pere mereamur 9 er ab lege mortaUtatis abduci . Vos w 
aulam dommicam tanquam in propriam fedem remcatu 
ros uos ft>onte,nuUo prohibentc prrfumttis : at ucro noi 
iftud, rerum fincdommoficri neq; fperamus pojfc, ncq^ 
uUihommum tantu potcftatis attrtbuilicentuec^ cenfcm 
mus.Cum igitur h<ec ita fint,qmenam miuftitia tanta efi* 
utfatui uobis credulttatc in ifla uideamurfcu uos cr fimi 
lia credere,cr in eade uideamus expettatioe uerfari f Si 
irrifione exiftimamur digni q, fpem nobis huiufmodi pol 
Ucemur^ uos etdi expetttt irrifioyquifcem uobis im* 
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mortdUtdtis dffcifcitis. Si tenetis dliqui, fcquiminicf; rd* 
tionem, er nobis dliqudm portioneex ifld rdtionc cocc^ 
dite.Sinobishtcgdudid, bocefbuiifugiccbc mortis,PU 
to in Ph<edone promiftffet,dUusuc ex hoc cboro,poffetq^ 
cdm prtftdrcydtq; xd finem pollicitdtionis ddduccrcxon 
fentdncum fucrdt eius fufciperc nos cultut, d quo tantum 
doni cxpcftdremus er muneris. Nunc cum edm Cbri&us 
non tdntum promiferityucrumctum uirtutibus tdntis mx 
nifeflduerit poffe complcri:quiddlicnufdcimus, dut flul 
titit crimen quibus rdtionibus fujlincmus,fi eius nomini, 
mdiefUtiq ; Juflernimur,4 quo frerdmus utrunq;,w mor 
tem crucidbilem fugere,er uitdm tternitdtedondrif Sed 
fi dnim£(inquiut)mortdlis quiUtdtis funt mcdU,immor 
tdlcs quonddmoduficri mcdijs ex qu.tlitdtibus poffuntf 
Sinos ifludncfcirc dicdmus,dc tdntumodo duditu cxpo 
tcntiore credidiffe,ubi nojlrd uidcbitur crcdulitds Lpfitf 
fi omnipotcti crcdidimus rcgi nibil effc dtfficilcjuhil dr 
duw.fi quodimpofiibilcnobis efl fdttu, illi pofiibilc,dtq; 
ddmodum cxecutioni pdrdtiifEfl enim quod obfldrc cius 
mluntdtibuspofiit,dutquodcffeuolucrit non ncccffdrio 
fequdtur utfidtfAn nunquid noflris cx diuifionibus coUi 
£cmus,quid dutficri pofiit,dut no pofiitmcc rdtioncs con 
fidcrdbimus no&rdt tdm cffe mortdlcs , qum fumus nos 
ipfi,CT nuUius dpud principcm nommisfEt tdmcn 6 i&i, 
quimedit quditxtis dnimds effc non crcditis, cr w 
dio limite uit£,dtq; mtcritus contmerimonne omncs om 
Hino,quos tffe opindtio fufekdtur, dij,dngcli, cLemones, 
dut nommc quocunq; funt dUo,qudlitdtis er ipfi funt me 
didjtif m dmbigiu fortis conditione mutdbiles f Hdmfi 

tnttttei 



GENTES LIB. *I tt 

mnes cocedimus unum effe rerum patrcm, immortdlent 
dtfy mgenitu folum,nibilq; omnino dnte iUum,quod <dU 
cuius uocdmmis fuerit, inuenitur : fequitur ut kiomnes 
quos oplmtio crcdidit deos cffe mortdlium,dut db eojint 
geniti>dut eo iubeteproUtifintfProUti^gcnitiy er or 
dinisfunt pofierioris et teporisfi ordmis pofierioris cr 
teporis,ortus neceffe cfl habcZt,ct cxordid nxtiuitdtis^t 
uiteiquod dutc hdbet introitu,et uit<z mipictis exordiu* 
/ ncccffdriofcquituruthdberedebedtzroccdfum. Sedint 
mortdles perlnbentur dij effe. No ergo ndturdyfed uolutt 
tateDeipdtris,dcmimere.Qup igiturpdtto immortdli 
tdtis Urgitio efl donum dci,ccrte proUtis^ dnimtf hoc 
pdtto digndbitur immortdlitdte dondre y quduis eds mort 
feudpoffeuidedturextingucre,o-dd nihilum reddttdi 
inmedbilidbolitionedtiere.VUtoiUediukus multd dc 
dco dignd,nec comunid fentiens multitudini,in eo fermo 
ne,ddibro,cui nomen Timtus infcribitur: deosdicit er 
nundum corruptibili effc ndturdy neq ; cffe omnino dif* 
folutionis expertes : fcd uoluntdte dei regisdc principif 
uinttione in perpetud contmeri. Qupd cnim rette fit uitt 
fium , CT nodis pcrfettifiimis coUigdtum y Dei bonitdtd 
ferudri : nexusq; dbolitione db eo qui uinxit er diffolui 
(fi res pofcdt)w fdlutdri mifiione donuri. Ergofi res ejl 
itd> nec dliud couenit uel exiftinurc uel credcre:quid dni 
mM ddmirdmini medU diciqudlitdtis d nobisxum numi 
nibusipfisdicdtPldtomediMeffc ndturd^fcd coiinudni 
Cr inocciduduitdm principdli bcneuolentid furrogdrU 
Sl enimforte ncfcitis? cr dnted uobis incognitu propter 
, ^inouitdtef^it 7 dccipitefero 3 dC(Ufcitedbeoy qui nouti, 
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cr protulit m medim Chrifto,non effcanimds regis mt 
• ximi f\ids,nec ab cc(quemadmodum dicitur) generat a/i 
captffefe ncffcdtqi infui nommis cffe fententia pr&di* 
canjfed aitnttm qumpiam genitorem his effc, dtgnitd* 
fa V potcttxgrfidtbtts fatts plurimis ab \mperatore dif- 
im dum:eim tamen ex aula cr eminentiu nobilem fubli* 
mhte nataliu. Quod fi cffent(ut fkma efi)dominic£ pro 
Us,ct potcftatis animxgcneratio princtpalts,nthtl cis ad 
pirfcdione dcfutffet uirtute perfcatfoma procredtis:u* 
numcntncs inteUcdu habuiffent^numq, confenfum, au 
iam fcmpcr incoleret regiam, nec prrtermtfiis beatitudi 
ttis feddw,m autbtts augufttfiimds noucrant ,retmebatq ; 
do(lrinds,imprudcnter appeterent terrcna hd>c loca, te* 
nebrojisutcorporibut muolutt mter pituttas cr fangui 
nem degerenf.inter Stercoris bos utrcs,& faccati obfccc 
mfiimas ferias. Sed habitari oportuit et has partes, er ic 
circo huc animas tanquam m cohnias aliquas Beus omni 
potcs mtfitXtqtddhommcs profunt mudo, aut ob rei cu 
iusftmt neceffarij caufam,ut nonfruftra dcbutffe credan 
tttr parte m hac agcre,et terreni cffe corports mqutlmt. 
Ad cofummandam molis huius mtegritatem,partem <u% 
qta conferut:cr nififuermt additi, imperfetta er cku* 
dd eft uniuerfttatis b*c fumma . Quid crgo fft bommes 
nonftnt,ab ofjicijsfuis ceffabtt mundttsfVtctfiitudmes fu 
as non peragcntfyderaf£&ates,atq } hycmcs non ermtf 
ucntorum flamina coticefccntfr.ee ex coacTis cr penden 
tibus nubilis ad tcrram decidcnt imbres ariditatibus tem 
peramenta laturifAtqui neceffe efi cuaafuos ire per cur 
fus,nec ab ordinis nati contmuatione difccdere,ettamfi 
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flomen in mudo nullum bominis dudiatur^orbisq; ifte tei* 
rarum folttudmis udcu^filcntio conticcfcut. Qucnudmo 
dum ergo idttdtur hdbitdtorc dcbuijfc regiomb. hps dd* 
di y cum ab homine liqueut nihil dd mundi perfettionc rc* 
dire,omnid0j ciusftudidcominoditdtcm jemper ftettarc 
priudta,nec k fimbus proprtt uttlttdtis dbfccderef Quid 
entm prodcfl mundo (utabrebus incipidmferijs) muxt* 
fnos reges hic cffcfQuid tyrinos,quiddominos y qu!d iiu 
numtrM alidSdtq; dmplifitmds potcftatesf Quid rei mili 
tdris cxberieniifiimos duccs Cdpicnddrti Urbium peritos, 
m equeftrib.prdijs dut in pcdcftripugnd mmobilcsdt(p 
inuittifiimosmilitesfQuidordtores y gr^ 
quidfcriptores, dialetticosjnuficos f qutd pdntomimos, 
quid rnimulosMftriones.cdtoreSitubdyttbidyCdUmcq; flx 
tdntesfQuid curforcs.quid pugilcs,quadrigdrios, dcjuU 
tore SigrdUdtore s,f m *mbulos,prjcftigidtot csfQuid bh 
gxriosyfdnutoresyuoloncstungucntdrtos^^^ 
pcsjunnorum firpidruq ; iiinttorcsfQuidfullonrs,L* 

ndrios^phrygioncsycoquos^pdnchryftdriosymulicncsjc* 
nonesMntosjneretriccsf Quid inftitorum jlti getwrd* 

Qutdprofcfforum,<& drtm.quibus enumerandis omnis 

.€tds angujh eftfRationibus cofem, er conftitutionibtd 

mundhut fine homimbus condt no potut(fc crcddtur>nec 

cbtenturus integritdtc fut.nifi ci contentio dnimdis mift 

ruv fuperudcui iiigcrctur. Ntfiforte rex mudt (quc tem 

mcrttdtis eft mdximt humdno cx ore depr. mere)tccirco 

exfegenitds huc animdt mifit,ut qutfuerit dpud fe dc<e t 

corporei tdttus, cttcmcrdrix circufcriptionisexpcrtes) 

bumditd immergerentnr in femina, fccminaru exgenitd 
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Ubusprofilircntyineptifiimos edcrent contlnudrentcfc m< 
gtuzexfugercnt fcUitdntesmdmmd$>proluuic hncrent 
cr mddiddrcnt fe fud: er ut dd filcntium pduidi nutricis 
tnotibutyty crcpitdculis ddduccrctur duditis. Xccirco ani 
titM mifxtyUt qutfucrdt fimp\ice$>w bonitdtk nuper i-w* , 
noxi<e:fimuUre in homlnibus difccrentydifsimuldre,mcn 
tiri,circumfcribcre,fdUcre,dduldtorid humilitdte cdptdx 
rejnctealiud uolucre>dliud in fdcie poUiccri:iUdquedre y 
decipere dolis dtq; infidijs nefcio$>pcrinnumerM drtcs 
tndlitiarum ucncnd conquirerc,cr dd ufum temporis pcl 
hciae mobilitdte formdrc.lccirco dnimds mifit,ut in pdcdi 
td er pldcidd trdnquftlitdte degentes, dffumcrent ex cor 
poribus cdufds,quibus fcr<e ftcrcnt^ immdnesfimultd* 
tcs dtfy inimicitids gercrent>con fcrcrct inter fe beUa,ex* 
pugndrent dtcfc eucrtercnt ciuitdtcs :fcruitutis opprimc* 
rent cr mdncipdrcnt fc iugo:%r dd ultimu fiercnt dltc* 
rius dlterd poteftdtis ndtdlium conditionemutdtdi Iccir* 
to dnimds mifit,ut immcmores ucritdtis effcttt, et quidx 
ttdmeffet Deus oblitejimuldcris vncrtibus fupplicdrent* 
ligndydcrd^cr ldpides,diuind dUoqucrctur ut numindydu* 
xilid pofcerent ctforum dnimdntiu cruorcjiuUdm fuifa 
cercnt mentionem:qumimmo ex his dlU ut dubitdrent fe . 
effe^dut uUu effcpcnitus dbnegdrentflccirco dnimas mu 
fityUt qu<t in fcdibus proprijs mentcfuerdnt und, intcUc* 
ttu er fcientid pdribus, poftqudm formds induere mortd 
les,opinionum difcriminibus dtfiiderent>dliuddlijs iuftu y 
aliudutileuideretur, er rettum:de dppetendis rebusfa* 
giendisty ccrtdrent,mdlorum, dc bonoru dlios dli<e confi 
tuerentfincs:ueritdtemcupientibu$nofccrcrcrum oppa 
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flcreturobfcuritas y eruelut oculorumluminibus uidut, 
nihil ccrtum uiderent, pcr anctpttcs fcmttas fufyitio* 
num inducerentur erroreficcirco animat mifit y ut cum d* 
nimdntid c&tera fponte natis alercntur y er nulk fdtione 
proldti$,ne(fc domorum y aut ucjlium tutamma fibt y autue 
Ltmentd conquirerent, miferabtlis iftis ncccfittas addere 
tunut cum impendijs maximis y perpetuisq;fudoribws do 
mos fibi coflruerentjnembrorum conficerent tcgmmd* 
fupeUettilem uariam diurnoru contrdherent cgeftate y im 
becittitatts auxilid animaltbus mutuarentur a mutis y uim 
facercnt terris y ut non fua fufficerent gramina y fed tmpe* 
rxtas extoUercntfrugcs,cr wnt fanguinc totum tn fubu 
gendateUurcfudiffent y robigine y grMme y ficdtatc y ff>^ 
Idboris amittercnt:(y adultimum uifmis humanisca* 
daueribus incubaret: er ab hominum formis tabificd ma 
cie diffociarentur abiuntttf iccirco animds mifit y ut qut 
fccum comorantcs poffcfiionisdlicuius nuUum unqua hd 
buiffent amorem:auartfitm£ hic fierct^ in habcndi ftu 
dium mexfaturabtli pcttoris ardcfccrent dppetiturffo* 
derent altos montes^ uifcera ignota terrarum in mate 
rids uerterent alicni nominis y atq; ufus:pcnctrarent abdi 
tas difcrimmc cum capitis nationes y %r translatis mcrcU 
bus caritatcm femper y tulitatemq; taptarcntexerccrcnt 
duidum atq; iniuflifitmumfanus y zjmifcroruefangui 
ne fupputandife angcrcnt infania:miilibus poffcfsionum 
fcmper producerentfines:%r quauis prouincids totds rus 
fdcercnt unum y pro drbore und y pro fulcoforu litibus te* 
rerentxum amicts^frdtribm inexpiabtles fufciperent 
fimulUtesflccirco mirm tnifit,ut qu<t dudum fuerat mi 
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tctiW fcritatis affcdibus nefcix comoucri y maceUafibr» 
cr dmpbitbeatra conflttucrcnt y loca fangutm y er publi 
€* impictatis:ex quibus in dtcro mandi homincs ccrne* 
rcnUzr bcfUam laniatibus dtfitpari : intaficcre fe alios 
nMiw ob meriti caufnm y fed ingratam uolupute confef* 
fofumyipfosq,- lUos dtes,quibus tantu committeretur ric* 
fdf, in gaudijs comunibus duccrcnt, fcfla hikritdte fd 
crdrent.in dltcro ucro dnimAium miferoru dtfccrpcrent 
uifcerd 9 4id6 d\i* rapcrcn t(ut canibus mos eft er uulturi 
btM ) portionc$,fubigerent dentibus y cr crudelifiimo uen* 
i i d iret y <y in tam fcuis ata ; horridis oribusforte fuam 
flerent y qudt ab taltbus mrnfis pdupcrtatis angujh* uin* 
dicarcnt.pro beatis dc felutbus uiuercnt y quarum ord er 
fdciem tdm crudelcs poUuerct dpparatusticcirco anin * a 
tnifit 9 ut diuini ponderis er grauitatis obltt<t y gcn , t a 
piUos y margdritds y caftitatis dtjpcndio copararentsui.fo 
ciendis quxrcrent corporibus fucos,'mncttcretit his coU 
lajamindi pertuderent aurium y imminucrct frontcslim 
biStfuligine oculos obumbrarent y nec in formis erubefce* 
rentmxfculorti caUmi\bris utbrare cafariem y cutecorpo 
ris leuigare y incedere poplitibus nudis,omnicj; dlio cultn 
uigo^em tdrilitatis>cr cxponcrc, cr in habitu famina* 
rumjelv iuq; moUtreflccirco animM mifit,ut uiaru alia 
ivfefldrentmedtMydli* circufcrtbercnt ncfcios,tcflamen 
ta fupponcrent fdfa y ucncnatas coficcrent potioncs y do* 
tnos W effrmgeret y no£ltbus folicitaret, abigcrent, pr<e* 
varkdrentur y & prodercntjfaporumfaftididut cxcutc* 
rent palatoy ut in ccqucdis alittbus pinguitudme ncffent 
Mkxrcldcntm,utft)miUf ? & boinlos fdccrcnt,ijicia, 
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CdfleUdmctd lucdnkd, fumindtdm cti bvs cdrnem, cr gla 
cidlt conditionc tucetdflccirco anintM nuftt>ut rcs fdntti 
dtq$ auguflifiimi nomints fymphonicds dgerct er fijhdd 
torus bic drtes,ut injidndis bucculds dtftcndercnt tibijs y 
cdntiSibMtprfirctobfcccnti numcrofittr, er fcabtUorti 
cocrepdtiontbus foncris, quibus dtiinuru dlid Ufciuiens 
multitudo tncopofitos corporum diffolucrctur in motuu 
fdltitdret,er cdntdret, orbes fdltdtorios ucrteret, cr dd. 
ultimu clunibut cr coxedicibus fubleudtis lumboru crja 
fyitudtne fluttudretficcirco dnimds mifit,ut i n mdrib. ex 
oletiyin famtm ficret meretricesfdmluan \ t pf ct it 
uendlidutproflerneretcorpord>uirtlitdtc fuipopulo pu 
blicdrcntyinlupdndrtb. propt£ y m fornicibut obutvtt** 
nibtl pdti renueteSydd oris ttupru pdrdU i Quid dki h 
6 foboles,dc primi progenics numtnis f Ergonc fipwntcs 
ill*,dtq;cxcdufis prtncipdltbusproditdcgcncrd hxc ani 
m<t turpitudmu y criminum y mdlitidrumq; nouerunt y atq; 
ut exercerent y ut gcrcrcnt y ut percelcbrdret h(tc maU y hd 
bitdrciujfefunthdspdrteSiW humdni corporis circunt 
icttionc ucjltrtfEt mcrtdliu quifqudm cft rdtienis dlicu* 
ius dccipics fcnfunuqui ordindtu cxifttmct mundum pcr 
hds ejfe y dc no potius fcde dc domiciltu conflitutti, i n quo 
omnequotidic perpetrdretur ncfds y mdlcficidcuttd con* 
fiermt y infidt£ y frdudcs y dolt y dUdritid y ™^ 
mkcid>obfc(mitdsMrpitudo>fUgitiu>mdl^ c&tc 
rd y qux in orbe homincs toto mcntc noxix piriiit\ cr 
bem mdchindtur inmutudfSedfiu(inquitis)uclutAt^no 
rcgis iufitonc uenerut. At ubi pdtcr omnipctcsfuit,ubi re 
gixfuliimiutisduttoritdSyUtcds prohibcrct dbfccdcrc, 
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ftcc in pr<ecipites Idbi pemitterct uoluptdtestSicnim de* 
gencrcsfuturdslocoru immutdtiotubm fciebdt(fcire du= 
tem debuerdt cdufixrum ut omniu conftiiutor) dut extrin 
fcctts dliquid dcceffuru his cffe,quod eds fdceret obliuifci 
fu<e dignitdtts ct decoris:mtUics, ut ignofcdt orduerimiu^ 
tiiucrforum non dlius qukm ipfc efl cdufdftquidcm pcr= 
peffus cjl eudgdndi eds hdbere im liberum, quds retcntu* 
rds non cffc intcgritatis fu<e hdbitum pr<euidcbdt.dtq; itd 
perficitur,utnihtlintcrfit omnino uoluntarie ucnerint, 
antUius obtempcrducrintiufitoniicumnon prohibendo 
quod oportucrdt prohibcri,ceffxtione crimefecerit pro* 
priu,<zr rctentionis difiimuldtionc permiferitprius. Sed 
procul h<ec dbedt fcelerdU opinionis immdnitds, ut dcta 
crcdaturomnipotcns,mdgndru er imdfibilium rcrurtt fit 
tor,zr codttor>procredtor,tdm mobilcs dnimds genuiffc 
grduitdtis dc poderis coftdnti<eq; nuUius:m uitid Idbilcsy 
in peccdtorumgcnerd uniuerfd dccliucsxumq; eds tdles* 
<ttq ; huiufmcdifciretyin corpord irc tufiiffc,quorum indu 
t£ cdrceribus fub proccllis dgerent tcmpcftdt&usq; quoti 
die fortun<e,& modo turpidfdccrcnt, modo pdterentur 
obfcand:ndufrdgijs,ru'mis,inccndioru confldgrdtionib. 
ut pcrirent.PdUperics dlids^lids ut mcdicitds prcmcret y 
vnferndrum pdterentur dlt&Unidtm mufculdru,dli(eut 
interirent ueneno,cldud<e ut incederct dli<e,ut d\i<elumetv 
cimitterent:ut drticulis fcderet c\i<e coUigdtis,morbis de= 
niq; obiettdrentur ut cunflis>quos mfelix cr miferanda, 
mortdlitds diuerfdrum fuftmet dtldcerdtione pcendrum: 
tum dcindc oblit<e un ius effe fefontis,unius genitoris,w 
tdpitis,germdnitdtis conucUercnt dtq; dbrupcrent iurd: 
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urbes fuds euerterent,populdrentur hojiiliter terrdS,fer* 
uos de liberis fdcerent>infultdrentuirginibus, er mdtrU 
monijsdlienis y odijfentinuicem fefe,<riiorugdudijs er fe 
licitdtibus inuiderent:tum demde fe omnes mdlcdjcerent, 
cdrperent^ feuorudcntiummorddcitdtelanidret. Sed 
procul h<ec dbedt(ut eddem rurfmfrequctiusct; dicdmut) 
tdm immdnis, zrfcelerdtd perfudfio,ut illefdlus rerum 
Deut omnium,uirtutum cdput, benignitdtit & columen: 
j dtq ; (ut eu Uudibus extoUdmus humdnis ) fdpicntifiimus, 
iujiusyperfidd omnid fdciens^ vntegriutit fu<£ confer 
Udtia mcnfwnes,dut dliquidfecerit ckudu, er quod ani 
nws effct k retto,aut uUi reifuerit mifcriuru dut difcrimi 
num cdufdydut ipfos dttut quibws uitd trdnfigitur cr cele 
brdtur humdnd,ordinduerit,iujferit, zTdfud fluerecott 
jiitutione prxceperit.Mmord h*c iUo funt,& mdgnitu* 
dmis eius deftruetid potcjidtemitdntfy ejl longe ut ifta 
rum duttor reru eff - creddtur^ut in fdcrilege crimen im 
pietatis mcurrdt quifquis ab eo conceperithommem effe 
progndtuyrem mfelicem er mifcrdm, qui effe fe dolcdt: 
qui conditione fudm deteftetur et lugedtiqui nuUd dlid de 
cdufdfefe mteUigdt procredtum y qukm nc mdteridm non 
hdberent per qmm diffundcrcnt fe mdk,<& effent mife* 
rifemper quoru crucidtibus pdfceretur nefcio qu£ Utem 
er humdnitdtidduerfd crudelitds. Sedfi pdrens.etidmge 
nitor dnintdruCmquttis )deus non eft y quo duttore proge 
nit£ y <& qudftmt rdtione proldtefSi mfucdtd uultis audi 
re y nec db dliqud uocvs oftentdtione dcduddiitem confitem 
tnur nos ifiud ignordre, nefcircfcientnq; tdnt£ rei non 
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re,ucrum ctidm poteRdtu,qu£'m mundo funt,omnium> 
Cr qu£ nummx fe effc opinionibut ufurpducrc mortdli* 
um.$edquiddcinegdmM,cuiusftnt dcbcmus oflenderet 
Wihilifiydncccffdriofequttur.nonentm finegcmus mu 
fcds,fcdrdbeos,vr cimiccs,niteduhs, curcultones, er ti* 
ttcd* omnipotentis effc opus regU.fequdcttcr poftuhndi 
knobii efi,ut quis edfccerit,mfiitucrttq; dicamus. pofiU 
tnus cnim nuUd cu rcprchcfione nefcire,quts er ttlis orU 
gincm dcderit,?? obtmcre non effc Dco d fuperiore pro 
Idtd tdm fuperudcudjdm udnd,tdm dd nuUds pcrtmcnttx 
rdtbnes:quinimmodliquddo wnoxid,w neccffirhs im 
portdntid Ijtfiones. Confimilitcr hic quoq; cum dmmds rc 
nudmus dei effc principis prolcm,non con tmuo fequuur 
ut explkdrc dcbedmus quondm pdrctc fint cditt, cr cdu 
fis Cutufmodi procrtdt<e. Quis cnim nos prohibct,dut un 
dccndt* fint, prodiertntq; ncfcirc, dut eds non cffcdci 
progcnicm fcirefQUdnd(mquitis)rdtioe,qud uidfQuid 
omni uero ucrifiimu ejl,certoq; certifiimum,nihtl rcrum 
k prmcipe ( ficut fepius di&um e\i) dgi,fieri,fldtuUniji 
quod oportedUw conuenidtficri:nifi quod fit plenti, cr 
integrum, er wi fut mtegritdtisperfettionefinitu.Por* 
ro dute confticimut hom'mcs(id efl dnimds ipfxs, quid e= 
nim funt hommes nifi dnim<t corportbus iUtgdt£f)f<£uitd* 
U innumcrdbili uitioru ipfos fc indkdre non cffcpdtricij 
generityfcd exmediocribut fdmilijs procrcdtos. Ndnq; 
dios uidemut immites,fdc'morofos,duddces,temcrdrios, 
pr<ecipites,c<eco ,fi&os,difiimuldtorcs,mcnddces,fuper= 
bos,drrogdntes,<uidros,cupidos,ltbidinofos,mcofidntcs, 
mdlidos, w fudipfos dccret*. confcrudrc nequeunte$: 
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qucduticfcnoncffcntyfigenerofitds eosdffereret princi 
fu/w,er ab rerwn capite dcfccndcntium duceret honefta 
tnetd natdUii. Sed ct boni>diceti$,funt m rebus humanis t 
uirifdptctcsyiufihmculpatis <ttq> cmcdatifiimis mortbus. 
NttHrfW rcferimus qutjiione an ulli aliquando fucrint t<t 
lesjn qutbus omnino nihil ifid ipfd y qu£ dicitur, defider<t 
retur integritas. Smt Ucet perhonejityfuerintq; UudabU 
lcsytenuermt aptcemperfcdwnis fummtiy necin dliquo 
lipfueorum aliquaio cUuiictuerit uiidifcd dudire dcpo 
fcimusquotjintydutfucrint numeroyUt ex muhuudmis 
mxgnitudtne metiamurydn oppofitio iuftdfitfdftd+in <t* 
quilttatiicopaifdtioneltfodtd.vnutyduo^ 
decemyuigintiycentuycerte numero diffiniti, cr nominu 
forfitan comprchenfionibut tcrmmdtt.dtgenm humdnZ 
non ex bonis pducultSyfed cx c<eteris ommb.xfiimdricon 
ucnityO- ponderdri. [n toto enim pdrs efi, non totum in 
pdrtccr umucrfitds debet dttrdhere portiones, no por* 
ttontbus uniuerfitdsdpplicdri. Quid cnim fi hommem di 
cds captum mebris omnibm^ ciuUnte cruciatibus dft>c 
riSyiccirco effe fdnum y qu6d uniusunguiculinuttu perpem 
tutur ddoremfdut effc aurcdm tcrra, quodin ucrrucuh 
cottU umus infint extgux micuU y quib.ndfcitur collique* 
fattis durum,cr ddmiratio congrcgdtione conquiritur. 
Qualttatem matcrit uniuerfitds elemctiprobdt 9 no puU 
uifculi flabilcsmcc mare continuo dulce cfl 9 fi mitioris d* 
qux guttas dlicuius ddicceris dtq; immifcris numeri. con 
funutur enim mmutics ifl.t immenfomcc modo non par* 
uiyfc d cffe nuttius cxtflimidum eft nominiiy quod per o+ 
mnid dijfufum pcrit, q - mimgnicorporis mtercipitut 
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uajtitate . Vos humano m gencre honos effe dicitis uiros* 
qui ut effe crcdantur^compdrdtio forfitan cfficidt pefsU 
moru. Quinam iftifuntfdiciteShibfophi,crcdo,quife 
cffc folos fapietifstmos autumdnt^ in huius nominis fu 
pcrcilium fujlulcrunt:ncmpe iUUqui cum fuis quotidie cu 
piditdtibus pugnat^ affcttut ex animis infitos protuf 
bdre,peUcrc,pertindcium moliuntur obluttdtione uirtu* 
tum:qui nc m uitid proritdrifacultdtis pofsmt alicuius itt 
ftmttuypdtrimonid&diuitidtfugiutjic cdufds fibidffc 
tdnt Idpfuxquod cwn fdciunt cr curdnt,dpertifsimc dni 
tnu cffc mdkdt labiks,ct infirmitdtc dd uitid procliucs. 
Hoflrd dutcm fcntetid y quod bonum ndturd efl,neq; emc* 
idri,nc<k corripifc pofcitiimo ipfum debet quid fit mdlu I 
ncfcircji gcncrvs fortnd cuiufq^ in fud cogitdt intcgritdtc 
pcrfldrc:ncq; cnim contrarm vnfxtum effc cotrxrio potc 
tft,aut impdripdritdt,dut dulcedo in amdritudinc contU 
tierLQui crgo luttatur dnimorti ingenitds corrigcre prd 
uitdteSyU dpertifsimc monflrdt impcrfettum fc cffc:qud< 
ttis ornnx conaXu & pcruicdck contcnddt. Sed rifui uobis 
tjinoflrdrefyonfioiquodcumregids fobolcscffc dnimds 
dbr,egemM,nonrcferdmutcontrd,cx quibMfint cdufis 
atq; origmib.procredte. Qupd c$l cnim crimmisgcnut* 
aut rei cffc alicuius ignarum y aut ipfum,quod ncfcid*, fi* 
tic aliqua profitcri difsimuldtione nefciretaut utcr mdgis 
uidetur irrifionc effe dignifsimM uobis y qui fibifcietidm 
nulld tcnebrofe rei dlicuiut affumit,dn iUe 0 quirctur fefc 
dpertifsimc fcirc id,quod humdndm trdnfiliatnotionem, 
cr quod fit ctcis cbfcuritdtibus muolututSi pcnitus ft>e* 

fictur rci cwfa ntiuujn fimili er uos cfiis 9 qui m no* y 
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his repreheditis,caufa.Non cnim,quia dicitis ab ipfo ani 
mas rege defcendere y ac fuccedere m hominum formas* 
exploratum dliquid dicitis, w in lucepofitu mdnifeftifii 
mtueritdtis.Conijcitis enim>non fcitis:fuft>icm'mi> nott 
tenetis.ndm fifcire efl iUud,quod ipfe tu uidcris, dut co* 
gnoueris animo contmcre 9 nihil corum qwe dfferitis, po* 
tefiis uos diarc aliqudndo uidiffc:id eft dnimas fede db fu 
perd cr regione defcendcre. Sufritioneergoutiminhno 
cognitionis expreffs fide. Quid efl dute fufoitio, nifi opi 
ttdtio rerum mccrtd^ in nil expofitum idculdtio metis 
itldtdfErgo quifufpkdtur>nb tcnet y nec in lummepofitui 
cognitionis incedit. Qupd fi ucrum fixum efl apud rc 
ftos cr fxpicntifsimos iudices:^r ifld ue&rd y quafiditis % 
pro ignordtione efl hdbendd fuftitio. Ac ne tdmen uobis 
tdntumodo cenfcatis conictturis uti dc fuftitiomhis licc* 
re y &- nos idcmpoffumus.quonim comune ejtquod in* 
terrogdtis cxpromcrc.vndc(inquitis)homines y ^r ipfo 
rum hominum quid y dut undc funtdnimtfvndc funt clcx 
phdnti,tduri,ccrui,muli,dfinif Vndeleones y equi y cdnes y 
lupi y pdthcr<e y corumq,- qu<e uimnt y quiddutundefuntdni 
m<ef Nnj; cnim fidcm rcs hdbct y ut pldtonico cx iUo cram 
tcrc y qucm coficit mifcctq; Tim<eus>dut horum animtue 
ncrtnt y aut locuftd y mus y forex>bkttd>rdndycentipcdd 7 dni 
mdtd effe credantur. Et uiuere quidcm ex elcmentis ipfit 
edufaejtiUis y atq;origonafcendi:fiadanimalU gignen* 
dx y qu<£ in fingults bis dcgut y infunt abdite atq; obfcurifm 
f\m£ rdtiones.ndm er uidemus alios ex fapientibus dicc 
re y tcUurcm effc hominem y matrcm aquam : lum alios ae* 
rm^iritum his alios iungere, folcm ucro njnuUoseffe 
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borum optficcm,cr cx ignibm animdtos cim uitali agiti 
tionc motari. Quid fi cr h<ec non funt t eftdaji a ret 
alurflia cdufd 9 alid rdtio,potcftds,*lid deniq; inmdtti no 
bis atq; incognttinomimsgcns,qujthominc finxertt^ 
rcrum co&itutionibm appUcvttfnonne ficri potc cft y ut 
exortihomincs ita fint y nec dd dcum primu natiuitatis co 
rum rcferdtur auttoritasf Quid cmm putamm hdbutffe 
Ydtionis Pktoncm illum mdgnu>pie fttncicq; fdpicntcm* 
cum hommis fiiiione Dco rnnouit i mdxtmo, er dd mu 
nores nefcio quos trdnflultticuq; ciufdem uoluit fynccri- 
tdtis effe mixturds httdnidnimdrugcneris, cuim arihni 
fccerdtuniuerfitdtis ifttm.q quodhomims fabrtcam mdi 
ptdm cffe rcbdtur dco,nec rei flaccidt fitttonc magnitu 
dmieim cr eminctLtcouenirefErgocum h*c itdfint, no 
abfone neq; inaniter crcdtmm y medt<e qualttatis cffe dnu 
tms hominum,utpotc db rcbm non principaltbm cditds* 
iuri fubieftds mortis.pdruarum cr Idbilm uiriumiperpc 
tuitdtedondri,(ift>em muneris tantidominuadprincipe 
conferdnt,cui folipote&ds c(i tdliacorruptione exclufx 
IdrgirLSedftultcijtud crcdmtm. QuiddduosmepttfsU 
me fatutfubi uobis noccmus,ucl quam uobis fdcimm dut 
irrogdmus iniuridmfi omnipotcntcconfidimmicum h<i 
biturum cffe rdtioncm noflri,cum dbirc k corporibm cct 
pertmm^ db horcifdUcibm( quemadmodu dicitur)uiti 
dicdri*Erg6ne(inquiet dliquis)jine dci uolutdte quicqui 
potc cft ficrifConfiderdndu cft uobis fo\ictte,0' ™ra Wm 
jfeicicndumnonpdrudyncydum honordre nosDominum 
taliinterrogdtioneccnfemm, in contrdrtii labamurnc* 
fds,mdicftdtii cim cmincntia dcSirucntes. QUd rdtione^ 
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qudCdufdfQuonidficunttd cius uoluntdte confciutwr^ 
nec citrd eim nutum quicqua, potejt in rebus uel proucnU 
[ re y uel cddere,neceffdrio fequitur ntdU ctiZ cunttd uolutt 
tdte eim inteUigdHtur eHdfci. Sin dutc dicere uolucrimut 
contrd,pcfsimorum db co reijcientes cdufxsjnxli efje con 
fcium,gencrdtorefy nulliusimcipient uideri,dut co muito 
res pefsimie fteri,dut(quod fit immdne dixijfe )ncfciente, 
igndro 3 dc nefcio. Rurfus dutcm fi dicerc nvidd effc uoluc* 
rimusmdU,ficutcffenonnuUisopindtu espUatu repe 
rimusrecUmdbunt cuntttgentcs, uniuerfcq; ndticnes y 
crucidtus nobis cjlcntdntcs fuos^ difcriminum jpecies 
multiformes,quibiu cunttd perfecuU genus uritur cr U 
cerdtur humdnum. Tum deinde i nobis exquiret,cur mx 
ld fi nuUd funt,dboperihisuoscerti<s,zr fiuoribus dbfli 
nctisfCurnonomnidfdcitis,qust impaticns iufferitatq; 
impcrdueritlibidofCurin noxios deniq y terribilibus pot 
tids confiituitis lcgibusfNdm fioliditds inueniri qu<c uuu 
nior potc&,qudmm<xU effenuUx contendaeyW tan» 
qudm mdlos perdere er condcmndre peccdntes f Qu& 
cum effe confenfcrimus uitti,w uniucrfd his fcdtcre nc* 
mindliter dnnucrimus humdnd,ccnfequetur ut rogitent y 
cur ergo h<ecmdU Dcus omnipotens non dufert y fedeffc 
perpetitur y er cum omnibus feculis pertindci continud* 
tionc procederefSi inteUettus nobis a ffuerit dei regis y ac 
principiSy necper impidt udgdri fufoitionu uolucrinm 
mfxnids y refoondedmus neceffe efi y nefcire nos ifld : nec 
qu£ nuUis poffent ficultdtibus comprehcdU expetiffe d* 
liqudndo dut fiuduiffe cognofcere y melius ducentes y quin 
mmo potius ? mdgn infcicnti* finibiti dte^ ignordntit 
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pcrmdncre ,qudm fine Deo dicere nibil ficri pcr uoluntd* 
tcm> ut fimul intctligdtur,0' tnalis cu cdufxs (Urc,^ mi 
feridrum effeinnumcrdbiliu conditorcm.Mdld crgo>dicc 
tiSyUndc funt h<ec omnufBx elcmctis inquiunt^ex co* 
rum in<equdbilitdtc,fdpietes:quod ficri qul pofsit, ut qu£ 
fenfum cr iudicium non hdbct, malitiofx cffc pcrhibcdn 
tur er noxi&dut no lUc fitpotius mdlitiofus zrtwxius, 
quirespefsimds,&nocctifsimdsfuturdsin dlicuiusope 
ris dffumpfit cffettumxorum cjl,qui djfcrut, pcruidcre. 
Qmd ergo nosfundcfKcjpofiois neccfsitas nulk efl.fiue 
enim poffumusdiccre,fiue minus iulcmus,ncc poffu* 
mus>utrunq; dpud nos pdruu efi:ncc in nugnis podcrib. 
duximus,uel ignordre iflud,uel fcirc,unu folum pofuijfe 
contenti:nihil d deo principe quod fit noccns utq; cxitid* 
bilc proficifci. hoc tcnemus,hoc nouimus,in hdc una cotu 
fiflimus cognitionis er fcicntU ucritdtcmihil db co ficri> 
nifiquod fitomnib.faluUre,quoddulcc,quodmoris \ 
gdudij Lcticitq; plcnifsimum : quod infinitM habcdt dtq; 
mcorruptibiles uoluptdtes,quod fibiquifq; cott/ngcre uo 
tis ommbus expetdtjorisq; db his effc exitiabilc dc mor 
tiferum ducdt.C<£terd quxciiq;funt alid,qu<£ in qu<efiio= 
nibws dffolent controucrfiisq; ucrfdriyquibusgcmtoribus 
ortd fint,uel quibus duttoribus fidnt,neq; noffe contendi 
mus,ncq; inquircre dut uefligdre curdmus:fuis cmnid rc 
linquimus cdufis,nec dd id quod expctimus cffc nobis, dd 
iunttd dtq; dpplicdtd iudicdmus. Quid cjl cmm quod hu* 
mdndingenidldbcfdttdrefiudio contrddittionisnon du 
dcdntfqudmuis ittud>quod infirmdrc mo\\utur y fit purti* 
& liquidum,zr ueritdtis obfigtidtione munitufAut quid 
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rurfus affcrere ucrifimilib. argumentis noqucunt y qua* 
uisfit apcrtifiime falfum, quamuis euidcns mantfesiuq; 
tnendaeiumfCum enim fibi perfuaferit quti effc aliquid, 
<tut no cffe y amat quod opinatwr afferere y er acumine a* 
lios antcireimaxime fi agatur res fummota y et abdita^ 
caligincinuolutdnatur£.Mundumquidam ex fapientut 
bm cxijlimant neq; effe natum y neq ; uUo effe in tmpore 
peritundmmortalem nonnuUi y quamuis eum cofcrtbant 
effc natum^ gcnitum. Tertijs ucro colltbttu dicere cft y 
CT cffenatum^gcnitu.cr ordinaria nccefiitatepcritu 
rum. Ef cum ex iftts opinionibus trinis unam effe neceffe 
flt ucra y cunttis tamcn argumentd non defunt y qutbtv* 
fua dccrcta confirment y £r alioru fubmnpant er Ubefit 
ciant fcita.Eundc hunc alij elcmetis ex quatuor tradunt y 
CT pronunciant ftare y cx gcminis alij y cx fingulis tertij: 
funt qui cx his nuUis y ty indiuidua corpora eiut ejfe nuh 
teriem cr primam originc dicant. Cumq; ex his uerafit 
una fen(ttia y aut nuUa eX his ccrta y fimditer htc quoq ; ar 
* gumcnta emnibut prtfto funt:quibus cr ea y qu£ dicunt y 
ttcra cffe coftituant y <&- redarguant pofitat m alioru fen 
tcntijs fdfitates. Sic cr dcos nonnuUi cffe abnegant:pror 
fus dubitare fe alij an jint ufpiam dtcuntaltj uero fxtftc* 
n-,ttr$ humana curare:immo alij perhibct y w rebut m* 
tercffe mortaltu y et terrenas admintftrarc rationes. Cum 
crgo h<£c ita fint y neq ; altterfiat y quin fitunum ex omni* 
bus ucrum y pugnant tamcn argumctis omnes y neq; fingu* 
Us dccft id y quodprobabtliter dtcant y fiuc cu fuM ret affe 
runt y fiuc cum alienis opinionibut contradicunt. No alu 3 
neq; abfimilirationc de unimarufn ab his conditione difc 
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tur in motu.fud ipfefi>onte y & Uoluntdte circumdgdturt 
an uirtutis dlicuius impulfionibus torquedturflocus ipfe, 
4c frdtium m quo fitm efi y ac uolutdtur quid fitfuifinitus* 
fmtus y indnisfdn folidus dxis eum fuflincdt extremis cdr 
dinibus nitesfdn ipfc fe potius ui proprix fufferdt y <& fyi 
ritu intcriorc fufpenddtfPoteflis interrogdti pknu ficc* 
re>fcicntifiimeq; monftrdrc y quidniueminplume<u fub* 
tperidt crujiulisfquidnifucrit rdtionis y £r cdufe y tit non 
*b occiduis pdrtibus dies primus exurgeret^ luccm itt 
orien:efinirctfquemddmodu fol ipfe uno y eodcmq; contdi 
(lu tdm uxrids rcs efficidt y quinimmo contrdrmt qaidfit 
lund,quid fleHff cur unx ffccie y dut iUd non mdneat, dut 
per omne mundi corpus frujhUd h<ec igncd conuenerint* 
dtq; oportuerit figurd dlk ex his pdrud y dmpliord et m£ 
iordfint alidyobtufihjecluminiSydcutioris tttdzrfulgi* 
d* chritdtisfSi pr<efio cfi quod hbuerit fcire y er in aper 
to rerum cfi fcientid coftitutd y ediffertdte,zrdicite y qui* 
hus modis fidnt er rdtionibus pluuix f ut in fuperis pdr* 
tibus y dtq; m deris hoc mcdto fufpefd dqud tenedtur y ndtu 
rdrcsldbilis y <zrddfluorefempcr dccurfioncq; tm pro 
ndfEdiffcrtdte(inq) er dicite quid fit quod grdndtne tot 
quedttquodguttdtimfdcidtphmidldbifqd! imbres y dc nU 
uesplumedsfqd Aeoliord dihtdritfuctusunde oridtur y et 
quidfitfcur tcporum uicifiitudines inftitutt.cu fhtui unu 
poffct y et und effc fjpecics cocli y mhil utreru defiderdxet m 
tegritdtfQu* eflcdufd y qut rdtio y ut mdrid falfd fint y dut 
terrdru h<e dulces y dli<e fint dmdr<e y uelfrigidjefquo ex md 
teri<egenere humdnoru corporu cocretd et fhbtlitd funt 
mfcadfundeoffdfoUddtdtgdintefiin^^ uends fiftu* 

g x Idtdi 
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Utds+w commcdbilcs fcccritfcur cum cffct utilim oculH 
nos iUummdrc copluribut dd pcriculum c&citdt\A, dttorti 
fumus dtiguftijs dpplkdtifBcludrih V dnguium tdm infi 
nitd dtq; innumcrdbtlidgcncrd,cutus rcifunt caufd ucl m 
formdfauclproditdfquid in mundofdciunt buboncsjm* 
muffult,buteonesfquid dlites ct uolucrcs c&tcrxf quidfor 
micdrum v uermiumgcncrd,in udrtdt Ubcs pcrmcicsq; 
ndfccntidfquid puliccsfquid impudcntcs mufct, drdnc&>> 
foriccs,murcs,fxnguifugdC,tipul£fquidj^inx, quid fau 
tesiquid ducn&,qutd loliumfquid hcrbdrum, dut fruticu, . 
dut ddolcntid ndribusydui triftid in odoribus fcmindfim* 
mo,fi dliquid fciri,comprchcndiuc dliquid poffc ccnfctis, 
qutd fit triticum dicitc:fdr,hordcum,mihum,ciccr, fuht, 
lenticuU,inuld,cum'mum,pom,ulpicu, ccpefNon cnim 
fi fruftui uobi/s funt,^' ciborum mcdijs ingcneribus con 
ftitutd,expcditum,dut promptu cft,quid fint fwguUfci*' 
rcxur tdlib.figurdtd fintformisffucrit necefiitds dUqud, 
ut no dlios fxporcs,dlios odorcs,dlios colorcs,quhn quos 
hdbcnt fingule rcs,hdberc dcbttcrtnt,dn er dlios potuc* 
rintfumcrcflpfddcindch£cquidfint,fdpor dico, idcfc 
fdpor, er cattcrd qudlitdtu dtftdtids quibus cx rdtionibus 
ducdntfFx clcmcUs('mquiti6)cr cx principdlibw origU 
nibus rerum. Amdrd funt cmm clcmcntd,ucl didcU,odo= 
ris funt dlicuitu,uel oloris,ut cx corum concrctionc crc* 
ddmutpdrtitut effetn ndfcentibw qudlitdtcs, quibusdut 
fuduitds ndfcitur,dutfcnjibusoffcnfto compdrdtur. Cuw 
igitur er uos ipfos untdru dc tot rcru fugUnt origincs, 
fugUnt cdufx,fugUnt rdtiones,ncq^ dicae,neq; cxpUna 
rc pofitis quid fitf(ttu,dut qmre 7 dut cur oportucrit.no' 
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cffe,uerccundim conucUitis & diUccrdtis noflrdm:qui 
qu£ ncqueunt fciri, ncfcirc nos cofitemur,ncq; cd coquu 
rcrc dut inucfligdre curdmws,qu£ [coprehendi Hquidifii^ 
tnum c# non poffc,quduis miUcpercordd fufyitio fc por 
rigdtdtq; intcddt humdnd.Et idco Chriflut licet uobis in 
uitis deus, (deut inqux Chrifiusjioc cnim fepe diccndum 
efiy ut bifidclium difiilidt er dtrupdtur duditus) dci prin 
I cipis iufiioncioqucs fub hominis formd, cum mortdlium 
fcirct cdtcdm effe ndturdm,ncq; uUdm poffc coprchcndc* 
rc ueritdtem,pofitdrum nec dnte oculos rerum pro coper 
tohdberc,&cognito,quicquidfibieffefudfi 
fi<s fuflyiUonibut htfitdreMtigiofds fercredtq; intendcrc 
qutjlionesxmnid ifid nos linquerc er poflhdbere pr<cce 
pit:ncq ; in rcs cds,qu£ fint 4 nojlrd procul cognitionc di 
mot£,infiu(iuofds immittcre cogitdtioncs. Sed qudntum 
ficri potc cfl,dd dominum rcrum totd mente,dtq; dnimo 
proficifciyfufloUi db his locis,dtq; in eum trdduccre fuftc 
fdt pettoris conucrfioncs, mcmorid eius haberc pcrpetu 
am:<& licct nulh pofsit undgitidtioncformdri, durds td* 
mennefcio qius cius fibicontanpldtionis dffingcre.Rc* 
bus cmm cx ommbus,quds dugufi* cotvnet diuinitdtis ob 
fcuritds,folum cffc indubitdbilem,folum ucru, c? dc quo 
nuUus dmbigcre, nifi dmens pofiit, er defpcrdtionis in* 
fdnx, quemfdtisfit fcire,ut mhil dliud noucris :fis<j; uc* 
rdm, & ntdximdm fcientidm cofequutus,in dco rcru cd* 
pitc,cj cognitioncdefixus. Quid efl(biquit)uobis ucfiU 
gdrc,conquircrc,quisndm homincmfcccritfdnimdru ori 
go qux fitfquis mdloru cxcogitducrit cduf^forbc fitfol 

mpltoridn pcdiswiM ktitudmc mctidturfdlicno cxlu* 
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tnine, <m proprijs lucedt fulgoribus lundf qu<e nefy fcire 
compcndtum y ncq^ ignorare detrimcntu cjt uUumfRcmit 
tite k<ec deo, dtq; tpfum fcire conccdite, quid y cfudrc*, dut 
undefit: dcbucrit ej]c y <xut non effe.fupcrndtu fit dliqutd* 
an ortus primigenios hdbcdt:dbolcri cenucnidt, dn rcfer 
Udrt:cxuri y diffului y dn rcpctitd integritdtercnoudri.Vc* 
ftrvs non c& rdtionibut Uberum tmplicdrc uos tdltbus,cr 
tdm rcmotds inuttlttcr curdrc rcs. Vcftrd m dncipiti fitd 
eft fixlut dnimdrum ucftrdrum y cr mfi uos dppltcdtis dei 
Principis nottoni, d corpordltbus uinculis exfolutos ex* 
peftdt morsf<eud,non repentini affercns cxtmftioncm^j 
fcd pcr trdftu temporis crucidbtlii pccn<e dcerbitdte cos 
fumens. N«fc iUudobrepdt, dutfpc uobis dcrid bLndid* 
tur 9 quodd fcholis nonnuUis,cr plurhnu fibidtrogdn* 
tib. dicitur:Deo effe fe gnd*os, nccfdti obnoxios lcgtlus: 
fi uitdm reftriftw egermt,duLm fibi eius pdterc,dc pofl 
bommis funftionem prohtbentc fc nuUo tdnqui m fcdcm 
rcferri pdtridm:ncq; quod Magifaondentjomcnddticis 
athdbere fe preccs,quibus cmoUit<enefcio qu<et>oteftdtcs 
uids f cilcs pr<ebcdnt ddcoclum contcdenttbut fubuoldre: 
neq; quod Etrurid libris indcheronticis poUicctur,certo= 
rum dnimdlium fmguine numinibus certit ddto diumd* 
dnimdfi fierUzr db legibus mortdlitdtis cduci. Bldndimcn 
td h<eccdffi funt,cr indnium fomcntd uotorum. Serudrc 
animds dlius,nifi Dcus omnipotcns non potcft : ncc pr<t* 
tcred quifqud eft, qui longtudsfdcerepcrpetuitdtis pof* 
fit, cr fciritum fubrogdrc,nifi qui tmmortdlis er Ppfe* 
tuus folut e A,er nuUius tcpom circumfcriptionc finitus. 

Cum enim dij omnes> uel quictyfwt ueriM flw* tffc ru 

morc 
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morc dtq; opinionc dicuturjmmortdles er perpctui uo= 
luntdte eiws fint, & beneficij munerc : quifieripote e #, 
ut dlij prt&xrc, ucl quod ipfi funt y ualcdnt y cum dlienum 
id hdbcdtit y w mdioris potcnti<e commod<xtum?Cded.it li* 
cet hofliM quitMibct Etrurid:humdnd fibi omnix fxpiett 
tes negitilAxgi cuttdt cmollidnt commulcednt pote* 
ffates:nifi d Domino reru dxtumfuerit dnimis id y quod r<t 
tio pojluldtytdq; per mdnddtu y multum po&ed pcenitebit • 
fuijfeirrifui y cumddfenfum cceperit interitionis dcccdi 
Sed fi(mquiunt)ChrijiM in hoc miffus d deo cji y ut infeli 
ces dnimntdb intcritionis cxitio libcrdrct y cjuid feculd co 
merucrunt priord y qut dnte ipfius ddumtu mortdliuti* 
condttione confumptd funt f Poteftis enim fcire y cjuid fit 
cum eis dnimis dttu prifcorum ucterrimoruq; mortiliu, 
fubuentii er his y dn fit rdtione dlicjud confultum dtq; pro 
uifumfPotejiis(inqudm)fcireidy quod Chrijlo potuit do 
cete cognofci:infinitd y dn finitd feculd flnt y ex quo in ter 
ris cffc genm hominum cccpit : qudndo primum dnim& 
corporibws itUgdte y quis duttor tunttionis ifiius y quinini 
tno ipfius quisndm hominis fdbricdtorfquo priorum db* 
fccffermt dntmt y quibus in mundi pdrtibus y dut regionU 
busfuermty corruptibiles y dn cotrdfpotuerintnedcccde* 
re ddpericulum moriendi y nifi tempore neccffirio cofer* 
Udtor occurriffct ChriflwsfDcponitc hxs cum y er inco* 
gnitdsuobisrelinquitequ*flioncs y miferdtio cr illis im* 
pertitd eft regid y et <tqudttcr per omncs diuinx beneficU 
cucurrerut y conferudU funt y ltberdU funt y & mortdlitd* 
tis forte coditioncq; pofuerunt. Qupgcnerc y qu£ y quxn* 
dofSi mogdtidyfi typbus,fi ektio dbeffet i uobis y im= 

g 4 dudum 
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dudum hoc fcirc potuiflis auttore. Scd fi gcneris Chriftus 
bumani( inquitis ) conferuator aduenit>quur omnmo non 
omncs squali munificcntia liberatfNo tqualiter libcrat* 
qui <tqualiter omnes uocdt, haudab mdulgentid prmcipd) 
li quenquam rcptliit,d: ' rcftjuit,quifublimilus 9 infimis, 
feruis,f(minti,pueris,uniformiterpoteftdte ucniedi dd 
fcfiatf?atctjnquit>cmnibusfons uiUyncq^b iurcpo* 
tandi quifquam probibetur, aut beUitur, Si tibi faflidium 
tantu cjhut oblatircfpuas bcncfictu muncris, quinimmo 
fi tantum fapicntia pr<tuak$,ut ea 9 qu<e cffcrutur a Chri 
ftojudum atch meptias nomincs:quid inuttans pcccat y cu 
M fcU funt hfparteSyUt fub tui luris arbitrio fruttu fu<t 
hcnignitatis exponatfSortcmuiu cligcndinuUicft (htm 
quit Vlato )Dcus caufa y neq; alterius uoluntas affcribi po* 
tcft cuiquam rcttc y am ucluntatis hbertas in ipfius fit po 
fita potcftatc y qui v.oluit.An nunquid orandus es y ut bcnc= 
ficium falutis ah dco digneris accipcrc, tibiafrernan 
thfugicntiq; lor,gifiimc y infunda:da ingrcmiumcftdiuU 
M bencuokntitgratiaf vis fumcre quod offcrtur, atq ; 
in tuos ufus couertere y confulueris tu tibi.aft>crnaris y con 
tcmnis y ct dcft>icis y temuneris comoditatepriuaueris. nul 
lidcus 'mfcrtncccfiitatan y imperiofaformidinenullu tcr 
rct. Ncq ; cnim neccffaria noftra lUifalus cft y ut ccmpcdij 
dliquid y diff>cdijuc patiaturfi aut dcos nosfecerit, aut ad 
mhtlum rcdigi corruptionis diffolutionepermifcrit. Iw* 
tno y inqutt y fi dcus cft potcns y mifericors y coferuator y ccn~ 
untatncbismcntes,o* iiiuitosfaciatfuis poUicitationU 
hus credere. Yis ergo eft ifta y non gratia y ncc dei Uberali 
tds pr'mcipis,fed ad uinccndiftudium puerilis atq; manis 

contentio 
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cohtcntio. Quid cft emm tdtn iniuftum,quam rcpugnan* 
' ttbus, qum inuitis cxtorquere incontrartu uoltmtates, 
inculcare quod nclint,w quod refugtat animts,prtus no 
cere,quam profisffj prtoredetratto, in alicnum habitti 
fcntcnttamq; traducerefTu quiteucrti,& uim deftdcras 
pcrpetiyUt td quod nplts cfjiciM,atq; arripias coattusicur 
rcfpuis affumere uoluntate id y quod uerfus defideras at<k 
immutatus cfficerefNolo,ihquit, et uoluntateno habco. 
Quid ergo crtminarisdcum.tanqua tibidefitfopcm dcfi 
derds ttbt ferre,cuius dona^ muncra non tantu afaer* 
neris erfugtas, uerum in alia uerba cogncmines, er io* 
cularibus facctijs profequaris.Chriftianus ergo nifucro y 
fpcm falutis habere non poteroflta cft, ut ipfe propcnis. 
Vartes cnim falutis dand<t, cofcrldtc^ animis quod tribui 
conucnit,neccffariuq; cfl applicarijolus a dco patre'm= 
iunttum habet er tradttu, tta fe habenttbus fcmotis atq; 
mterioribus caufis. V t enim dij certi^crtas apud uos ha^ 
benttutcUsMccntt<is,pote&ates,neqi eorumab aliquo id 
qupd eius nofit pptcftatis ac licentit pofiulatis:ita unius 
pontificis Chrifti eftdareanimisfdutcm^fjyirttu per 
petuttatis apponere. Si enim patrcm credttis Libcru da* 
rc poffe uindcmiam.mcdtcinam no poffc :fx Ccreremfru 
ges,fi Aefculapiu fxnitatcft Neptunu a\tud> altud poffc 
luncnc,¥ortunam,Mercurtu,Vulcanum,rcrum cffc fin* 
gulos certarum ac fngularu datorcs:^ hoc neccffekno 
his cft ut dcbcatis accipcre, a nulio ammaspoffe uim uit<c 
atq; incclumitatis dcctpcre.nift ab co,quem rex fummus 
butc muncri cflicioq; procfecit. hac omnipotens Impera* 
tor effe uoluit falutts uii:h dnc uit<t,ut ita dixerimjanua. 
v g s pcr 
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per hunc folum eft ingreffus ad lucem y neq^ alias datum 
efi y uelirrepcrcyuel muadcrccttcris ommb. claufis, atq; 
inexpugnabili arcc mumtis. Licetcrgo tu purus y etab o< 
mnifucris uitiorum cotaminatione purgatus y conciliauc 
risillasatq^ inflexeris potefiates y tieadccclum redeunti 
uw chuLint atq; obfepiant tranfitum, ad immortalitatis 
dcccdere nullis poteri/s contentionibus pr<emiu y nifi y quoi 
ipfam immortalttatem facit Chrifio attribucntc y perccpc 
ris:cr ueram fueris admijfus ad uitam. Nam quod nobis 
obieilareconfuelUs y nouetlam effe reUgione nofiram y gr 
antedies natam propemodu paucos,neq; uospotuiffe ati j 
tiquam cr patriam linqucrc y ^r in barbaros ritus perc* 
grinosck traduci,ratione ifiud intenditur nuUa. Quid e* 
nimfihocmodoculpamuelimus infiigere prioribusiUis 
atq^ antiquifiimis feculis y quod inuentis frugibm glandes 
fpreuerint>w repudiaucrint arbuta y quod corticibus cott * 
teguw amiciri defierint pcUibus y pofiqua ueflis excogu 
tata efl textilis y ufu cr comoditate fuccinftior f aut quod 
fbruttis domibus y %r lautioribus fuccefiibus mfiitutis> no 
dntiquas adamauerint cafulas } nec fub rupibus cr cauer* 
ms pntoptauerint ut bclut permaneref Comune efi om* 
nibus y ty ab ipfis pene tncunabuUs traditum, bona maUs 
anteferre, inutilibus utiUa pr£ponere y cr quod cffe cofii 
tuerit preciofius y ktius id confeftari er petereiin eoq^ dc 
figercf]yemfalutii y zrfalutariu commodoru. itaq y > am 
nobis intendetis auerfioncm a rcligionc prioru y caufam 
conuenit ut inft>icktis y nofa(lum:nec quid reliquerimusj 
opponere y fed fecuti quid fimus y potifiimu contucri. N<rwi 
(\ mutarc fcntentii culpa cjl uUa>ucl aimen:&- k ueterU 
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htt inflitutis m aliM res nouat uoluntatcsq; migrdre,cri* 
mmatio tftd er uos fttettat, qui toties uitam cmfuetudU 
nmq;mutd\iis:quim moresdlios,dtq;aUosritM prion 
rum conckmnationetranfifiis. Nunquidcnimquinq; m 
cldjfes habetis poptdum difiributum 0 uefiri olim ut habue 
remaioresfHunquid magiStratm perpoptdum creatisi 
mditaru,urbdnj,comuma qu*fintcomitia,fcitis fferux 
tis de codoidUtociofMfacitH obnunciationibus afttonesf 
cum paratis btUa,fignum monjlratis ex arce t autfccia* 
lia xura traclatisfper clarigationem repetitis res raptMi 
aut martiu difcrimen obeutes jj>m prdijfumitis, cj-cx c 
dcuminibusaufpicatisfm poteflatibus obeudis leges cort 
feruatis annariasfin donis^m muneribus cmcias f m cohi 
bendis cenforias fumptibwsf m penetralibus vcft* ignifi 
pcrpctuos fouctts focosffacras facitis menfas falinorum 
dppofitUiO' fimulacris deorufcum in matrimonia con* 
uenitis, toga ftcrnitis lettulos, cr maritoru Genios ad* 
uocatisfntibcntiu crincm ctlibarihafla mulcetisfpueUda 
rum togulat fortunam defertis ad uirginalmfmatresfa* 
milias ucftr<e in atrijs operantur domoruyinduflrias tefti 
ficdntes fudsfpotionibut abftinet umifaffinibus, ep pro* 
pmquis ofculari eas im eft,ut fobrias coprobent atq; ab* 
StmiM fe effe f \n Albano antiquitus monte nuUos alios 
Ijcebaty quam niuci tauros vmmolare candom : nonnc r« 
Stum morm y religionmq; muta£iis->dtq; ut rufulos lice* 
rct dari Senatut con&itutum fandione f Cum, Romulb* 
Vompilioq; regnantibus, pcrcocla pldne,acmadidd con* 
crmarcntwr dijs exta : nonnc rege fub TuUo fmicrti* 
da ceepiftis, ty lcuitcr ammata porricerc, pnfca obfer* 

uatione 
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tutione contemptdfAnte dduentu in \uliam Herculis,cu 
cx ApoUmis monitu pxtri Ditiac Sdturno humdnis capi 
tibusfupplicdretur.c^ hunc fvniliter morcm,non frdude 
cdUiduLyO- nominu dmbiguitdte mutdjtisfCu igitur cj- 
uos ipfi modo iUos mores,modo dlids leges fueritis fequu 
ti,multdq;uelerrorib. cognitis,ucldnimdducrfione mf- 
liorum fintduobis repudutx, quid cft i nobis fittii con= 
trdfenfum, iudiciumq; comune,fimdiord,ctcertiord dc= 
legimus, ncc fumus nos pdfiifdlforii religionibus dttinc* 
rifSed noucUum nomcn.fjl no(lrum,rjr dnte dies pducos 
religio cjlndtd y qudm fcquimur. yt interim cocedam , id 
quod nobis obijcitur intentionis effe non fdlfe, quid e(l 
cnim in ncgocijs hominu,quod uel opere corporis er ma 
nibus fidt,ucl folius dnimi difciplina er cognitionc tcnca 
tur,quod no ex dliquo cccpcrit tcmpore,^r in ufum cxie 
rit cxpcricntidmq; mortdliufPhilofophid,Mujicd,c£tc= 
r<t'q; omnes drtcs, quibus uitd eji cxcultd ct expolitd co* 
munis,cu hominibus ndtt funt,cr no potius nupcr,qui n 
immo pene pdulodnte,dgitdri,mtcUigi,cclehrdriq; cccpe 
rufttfAntcqum Tdgcs thufcm om coivngeret luminis, 
quifquam hominu fcicbdt,dut ejfc nofccndu, condifcen* 
dumq; curdbdt infulminu cdfibus,dutextoru quid figni 
ficjtrcturin ucnisfQudndo fydcrum motus,dUt rdtio coc 
ptdcflgenethlidcd fcirifnon pohTheuim Acgyptium, 
dutpoft AtUntc(ut quiddmferuni)gejidtore,bdiulum,ti 
biancm iUum dc dcjltnm codifSed quid cgo hdcc pdrudf 
ipfi dij immortdles,quoru modo dditis tcmpld,cjr numU 
na fuppliciter ddordtis(ficut uefiris litem dtq ; opinioni 
bus trdditur)non eff^non fcin, <tb tcmpotibus cocpcrut* 

ccftis 
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% certis> & impofitis nominu dppeUationibus nuncupdrif 
N<*m fi ucrum cfl cx Sdturno dte^ eim uxore \ouem fuis 
cum frdtrib.procreatuydntc nuptids ct pdrtus Opis nuf* 
qudm fuerdt \uppitcr,\uppitcr tdm fupremus>q ftygius: 
nufqudm fxli dominus,nufqud \uno:qmmmmo alius nuU 
lus,gcnitoribus duobusexceptis,cceh hdbitdbdtmfcdU 
bus.fed cx corum cocubitu conccpti,w ndtifunt, w ft>u 
ritum hdufere uitdlem. Qerto ergo d tepore deus effe \up 
piter ccepit, certo cultus £r fdcrificid comererixertofrd 
tribus m potcftdtibus dnteponi. Kurfus uero fi Liber, Vc 
ntis y DidndMcrcurii{s y ApoUoyUcrcules,Muff 7 Tynddri 
d<e Cdftores.ignipotcnsq^ Vukdnusjoucpdtrc funtpro 
diti, crgenito Sdturno procredti, dntcqudm Memoria, 
qum AlcmcndyMdid^unoyLdtondyLecldyDioneytum er 
Scmele Dicfritris fhftje funt coprefiiombus fcet<e,nufquZ 
&higentiu,nec m dliqiu pdrtc rerumfuerendtur<e,fcd 
ex couentu louis infemmdti^ ndtifunt^ dliquefen- 
fum fui haberc cocperunt.Ergo cr hi quoq; temporc effe 
cccperuntcerto,<zr in numero numinu fxcrorum ddcceri 
monids inuocdri:quod ipfum fimilitcr diccre trdnsktu in 
Mincrudtn licebit. Si cnim \ouis( ut dffcuerdtis)ex ccre* 
bro finc ulhus femmis emicuit idttuidntcqudm cft Diefi>i 
tcr gcnitus,ct in utero mxtns coiporc formdm circufcri 
ptionis dccepit^certum cft Utity Minerud nonfuiffc, ncc[; 
rerum innumero,dut uUdeffem fub&dntid coputdtdm: 
fcd ex cdpite \ouis endtd eft, cr cffe rcs cccpit nonuUd m 
effentid conftitutd. Hdbet ergo primigenios ortus, i 
ccrto captd eft tcmpore Ded dicufdcris in <cdibus ftdtui 3 
cr muiokbili religione fdnciru Quod cum itd fe hdbedt, 

cum 
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cum de nouiute loquimmi religionum noftrarum y ueftrt 
uobis in mcntc non ucniunt y nec curati/s mfticere quando 
fmt cxurti dij ueftri y quasorigmcs babcatit, quas caufas, 
uclexquibiisprorupcrmtcmicucrmtq; radiabus. Cuiut 
eft autc pudoris, qumimmo inucrecudtje cuiws, quod age 
re te uidcas y m eo alterum rcprchcdcrc^maleditti & crU 
ntims loco darc ea y qu<c m te pofii nt rcciprocata uicifittu* 
dme retorquerifSed quod agimus nos nouii cjt y quod au* 
tem uos prifcu r/i,cr nmue uetujtatis. cj- quid iflud aut 
Uos iuuat y aut noftram caufam rationcmq; cotriftatf No 
ua res eR quam gcrimus,quandoq; cj ipfa uetus fict.ue* 
tus quam uos agitis y fcd tcporibus quibus cccpit noua fuit 
acrcpentma.&cligionis autem auttoritas non cfttcmpo i 
rc <eftimanda y fed nummemec colere qua dic y fcd quid coe I 
pcriSyCoucnit mtucri. Ante quadringcntos annos rcligio 
imquit )uc\tra non fuit. Et dij ucftri no fuerunt ante miU 
lia annoru duo. Quibus iftud rationibus coUigi 9 aut quU 
bus fupputationibiu poteftfNon difficilibut y no obfcuris, 
fcd quas pofiit uidcre qui uolct,w contrettare(quema<U 
modum dicitur)mantbus. Quis loucm cum fiatribus ge * 
mitf genitalibut opis adiunttus Saturnm (ut uos fcrttt ) 
cceloatq ; Hecata procreatus. QMSVicu¥amipatrem f 
ntq; auum Latinif Saturnut y ut ijdcm uos ueftris fcriptis 
atq ; auttoribus traditis. Ergo fi hxc ita funt,fcquitur ut 
Qicm er luppiter germanitatis fibifociatijint iureiutpo 
teuno ex fangu'me,unoq; ex femme procreati. Confcn* 
taneu eft ita effc quod dicitur. Ab loue ,er Pico y quot funt 
generis ufq,- ad Latmum gradmftrmi : ut indicat feries. 
Vultii Faunus>Latinus 3 cj> Ficu$ ? annis uixermt uiccni* 
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*tq$ centenisfultrd enim ncgdturpcffehcminisuitd pro 
duct.<efttmatto tuftd et liqutdd cft.Trccettcrgo funt pleni 
W fcxdgintd poR hos tnnUrcs itd eB ut indicdt fuppu* 
tdtto. Cuiw foccr Ldtiiwt fuitt AeneaCygenitoris Latini. 
cuiusfAlbdni oppidt coditoris. Quot dpudAlbdm rcgnd 
tum cft dnnistquddrmgentiSyty propc Hs dcnU.Actatis 
urbs Romd cuius effc in annahbus irtdtcaturfannos ducit 
quin quaginta c? miUcydut no multu db hi/s mmus. Ergo 
ab louc y qui frater efi PkUquich patcr cfi minoruygr reli 
duoru dcoru y dnni dd hacc tcpora prcpe mtUtd duo funt, 
hdudplcni>utlargumttr ttati.Qnod cu rcddrguinopof 
fityP.cn tantu recens natd rcligw cftidxtur f <jua cbitis.fcd 
mfintesyctpdruulos cffc tpfos ddhuc dccsy quibus tauros 
dtq,- dlids hofttas c u pcriculo con upttoisfuggeritis:qucs 
oportcbdt ddhuc mamisydtq ; fttUato Lfte nutriri. At rcli 
gicncs iicftrac mtdtis annis pr<eccdiit noftram,w eo funt 
ueriores y quod uctuftati* aufioritatemunitafunt.Etquid 
cm prodeft annis quamplurimis anteireycu 4 certo cccpe 
rint teporefdut ftdtij cuius funt miUid dnnoru ducyftcu* 
loru tdntis copdratd cu mitttbusfAc tdmene cdufm tdttt 
hondm proderedifiimuldtioncuidcamur, nift mole&um 
/ eA,diciteycmnipotcnSyCr primus deus noueUd uobis ui* 
(ietur res effe^ qui eu uenerates cohmt,'mduditMy mco 
gnitM>repctin<M dgitdre dt^ mducerc religioesfEft neil 
lo an tiquius quicq 9 dut quod eu prtcedat rcytepore>notc* 
poteft aliqd inuenirtfNonne folus ingenitus 9 immortalis, 
Cr perpetuus folus cftfQuis caputydut fons reru eft f no 
ipfcfcui dcbet ttermtds hoc ipfuntyqcfnucupdtur tterni 
tMfno ipfitinftnitd utfdeitf*cuk,nQexmsppetuitdtc 

pcrfici 
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perftciturfindubitdbiUiftudO' ueru.no ergo quodfequi 
mur nouu ejtjcd nos fero dddtdiamut quidnifequi opor 
text et colere:aut ubini coucnire,ct fj>em f<xluttsaffigere y 
cr fxlutaria fubfidid collocdre.^ondum enim dffulfcrdt, 
quiuim monftrdrcterrdntibut, er cdligine in dltifiima 
conftitutis cognitioms lumcn immitteret, V ignordtio* 
rivs difcuterct ctcitdtem. Sed cdtift in buiuf nodi uertitur 
fold.Quidfuos Acgyptidcdnumittd,quibuA Scrdpis dtq; 
ifis cft nomen,non poh Pifonan er Qd btnium Confulcs 
mnumcrum ucftrorum rctulijtis deorufQuid Phrygidm 
mdtrcm , cuius effe conditor iudicdtur wl Midds ucl pdt 
dmis,non,cum Hdnmbdl Pocnm res \talicM rdpcret, cr 
tcrrdrum cxpofccrct principdtu,0' noffe^ fcirc coepi 
fliSygr mcmordbili rcligione ftncircfSdcrd Cercris md= 
tris non quod uobis incognitd cffent y afaU pdulodntc y ob 
tcntumeflutgr<ecddicdntur,nouitdte ipfam tcftificdntc 
cognomincfNon dofloru in litcris continetur,Apollinis 
nomcn Pompilutu indigctdmcntd ncfarefEx quo dppd 
rettO-iiguidum cft,&huhc uobisfuiffe incognitu,po& 
cuitcnidiiqudto cozpiffc cffe&notum.Siquis igituruos 
interrogetycur corum numinu,quoru modofcamus men 
tioncm,tdm fcro fufcepcritis cultUycfponfuros uos ccr* 
tum cft,dut quid illos nupcr dcoru cffe in numcro ncfcic* 
bdmus,dut quix nutic fumits d Udtibus moniti, dut quid in 
rebus dfi>errimis bcncficijs coru fumus duxilijsq,- ferud* 
ti. Quod fihoc d uobis rcttcextftintdbitis dia> cr cx no 
flris pdrtibm rdtioncconfimili cxiftimdtotc cffe rcfpon* 
fum.Religio noftrd nunc ndtd cft:nunc cmm miffus ddue 
nihqui edm nobn oflcndcrct P qui in cius mduccrct ucritd 
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iem,qui Dcus monstrdret quid fit,quidd ciia nos cultum 
db rebus opindbilibiK dUocdret.Et quid, inquit, cji uifum 
dco rcgiatq; principi, utdntc hords(qucmddmodu dicU 
tur)pduculdi fofeitdtor dduosChrijtusccclicx drcibut 
mittcrcturfinterrogdmiti cr nos contrx: qu£ cdufd, quje 
rdtio cjl,utnon fuis aliqudndo rcdddntur mcnfibm tcm* 
pordyfcd fcrius hycms,fcriui <£&d$,dtq; dutunitM fidnti 
Cur pojt mcjfcs drefjittM,dtq; extinttdfrumentd, non* 
nunq. dccidxnt pluuijc, qu.is rebus oportuit incolumibut 
Ubi,dtq; tcmporisopportiuutdtib.mmijtrdri:immo illnd 
cxquinmus potiut, cur fi Hcrculcm oportuit ndfcifi Ae 
fculdpium,Mcrcurium,Libcru, aliosq^ nonnutlos,qui 
concilijs ddiungerenturdeoruyzrmortdlibus dliquid uti 
litdtis dfferrent, txm fcro d loucjint proditi, ut fold itlos 
pojtcritxs fciret,fuperioru ucro ignordrct dntiquitdsfRd 
tioncm dliqudmfuiffc dicetis. Rdtio crgo er hicfuit, cur 
non nupcr,fcd hodic fojf>itdtor nojlri gencris dducnirct* 
Qujciidm igitur rdtio cjtf Non imus inficids nefcire nos+ 
Nr^ cnim promptu cjl cuiqudm dci mcntcm uidcre, dut 
quibus modis ordimucrit res fuds, homo dnimxl cjccu,ct 
xpfum fc nefcics ullis potcjl rdtionibm cofequi. quid opor 
tcdtfieri,qudndo,uel quogcnar,ipfc rcrum cunttdrum 
pdter,modcrdtor,w dominui fcitfolus. Nr c fi ego nequi 
uero cdufa uobis cxpromcrccur dliquid fidt itlo u?l hoc 
modo,cotmuo fequitur ut infcttdfi.mt qutfdttd funt, ct 
gjliittdt rcs fidcm> qu£ gencribus uirtutu tdntis er potc* 
ftdtum indubitdbilis cjfc monjlrdtdcjt. Tuoppondt, 
rcfcrds, cur tdfero cmijfuscjt fojfritdtorfln mfinitis pcr 
pctuisfcculis mhil omrimo dicendum ejl fcrum. vbi caint 

h frtU 
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finiSyO' initiu nudum c#> nihil prtmdturu efty nihil tar 
dum:tcpu$ cnim d finib. cr cxtremttdtibm nofcitur, qut 
bdbereno potcftfcries et immoderdtd cotinudtio feculo* 
ru. Quid enim fi res ipfie>quibus opem couenicbdt fcrri, 
opportunitdtc iflum tcporis cxigeb&ntt Quidfidlterm 
coditiois antiqua,dlteriM fuere fcquetidfQuid fi prifci/i 
ditcr fubueniriidlitcrdebuit poftcriorib.confulif No««c 
Uterds auditis comemordntes ucflrdSyfuiffe homines clim 
SemideoSyHeroMycTt immdnibus corportbus dtq; Udftis? 
Ko infintes fub ubertbus mdtru ftctoreoslcgitis edidtffe 
Udgitu^quorti offx udrijs in rcgtotbtts crutdyUix rcperto 
rtb.ficerutfidcmyhumdnorum rcliquids cffemembroruf 
Votcft ergofieriyUt tum demu cmiferit Chriftu dcus om= 
nipotcs,deus folus, poftqgens hominufrdttior, infir 
tnior cocpitnoftrd effe ndturdfi quod hcdicfdttu eftydtim 
te millid ficri potutffct dnnorum,fcciffct iftud rexfum* 
musidut fi poft totidc mtHid id y quod hodie fkttum eftydc* 
buiffctimplcrhnthtldcum cogcbdt ncccffdridstemporti 
no cxpcttdremenfurds.Rdttonibusfixis perdguntur rcs 
f/iw,CT quod fcmcl dccrctu cftfierijiuUd potcft nouitdtc 
mutdri.Cu ergOyinquitiSyomnipotctiferutdtis dcoyey c5 
bdbere cofiddtis fdlutis dtq y - incolumitdtis ucftr£ curdm* 
cur pcrfccutioes pdtitur perpcti uos tdtds 9 dtq; omnid ge } 
nerd pocndru cr fupplicioru fubircf Perquirdmus ct nos 
cotrdy cur ct uos cu tdntos w td innumeros coldtis dcos 3 
cuty illis <edes coSttudtis fdcrdSyfimuUcrd cfjingdtisex 
auroydnimdntium mdttetis gregesydccrrds omncs thum , 
plcnis conficutis dltdribusxur no immuncsdgitis tot din 
fcrimmibuSpW proccUis,qutbus quotidicuos dgunt exU 

tidbi 
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Hdbiles multiplicesq^ fortun*fCur(mqui) dij ue&ri cefx 
funtd uobis duertere tot morboru udhtudinum gcncx 
rd,ndufrdgid,ruinM,inccdu,pefli^ 
tnifitoncm pignorum,cr profcriptionc bonorum, difcor 
diM,bcUd,timultdtes,cdptiuitdtesurbium,zr fubUtis m* 
genuttditbus feruitutest Sed er nobis in huiufmodi cdlU 
bus minimc duxilixtur dcus. Promptd,& mdnifcfid cjiu* 
I ft eft. Nibil eft enifn nobis promiffum dd bdnc uitm, nec 
I m cdruncult huius folltculo conhttutis,opis xliquid fpon 
fum cflyduxilijcp decretuiqumimmo edofti fumus mindt 
emn?s>qu£cuq; funt,pdrmducere,dtq; dejlmdrefdrtun*. 
Acfiquxdo ingruerit uis qu£piigrdutor,qfinem neceffe 
fit confeq,dfcribere mfortunio:uoluptdte nec timere,nec 
fugere,quofdciliusexuicorpordlib. pofitmuse umculis % 
CT tenebrofxm euddere cdtcitdtem. Itdq; i!id,qudm dicitis 
perfecutionis xft>critds,ltberdtionoflrdefi,non pcrfccu* 
I tio: nec poeni ucxdto inferct,fed dd Itkem libertdtis edu* 
tet:utfidltquisbrutusdcflolidus in cdrcerl homincdxm 
ndtum ingreffum,qu£fiionu nunqudmdfficere fe grdui* 
busdlcfr immxntbusextflimetpanis,nifi inipfum fcuixt 
tdrcercm,mxteridm eius commudt,dtq; urdt tettum, pd* 
rietem,idnuds,pdrtesq; dlidsoperis renudct,deijcidt,af* 
flig\t,ncfctcns hocfxtto ci, cui uidedtur officere, <Ln db 
fe lucem,w fcelerdti eripi cmtdte.itidcm er uos fUm± 
mis,exilijs,crucidtibus,beluis,quibus corpord Uncindtt/i 
X? diuexdtis noSird,non uitdm mpitis nobtsfed peUicu 
Us rcucldtii&cntihisnos:ncfciiqu6dqudntum infidtis 
cr pergitis m effigies hds noflrds ftccicsq; feuire, tdn fcS 

trftis cr ffmbm rmUtis nos uwuUs,v~ <xd lume effi 

h t citis 
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citis ciramtcifis ncxibw cuohrc^ Qudrchomtnes dbfii* 
nctcqwefHonibusudcuis impedircfpes ucfbrdsmcc.fidli 
tcr quhn uos putdtis,dliquid fe hdbct, uejbris potius opU 
niontbus crcdcrcquhn rei debctis duguftt. Vrgent tem* 
pord periculis plm4,er exitiabilcs immmcnt pozn^cort 
fugUmusdd fdutdrcmdeumynecrationcmuncris exigs 
tnus obktiicum dednimdru dgdtur fdlute, dc dc rcftcftu 
noflrtydliquid er finerdtioncfxcicndu eft, utEpidetum 
dixitfedpprobdtArridnus.DubitdmuSy dmbigimus y ncc 
cffc quod dicitur plenufdci fufticdmurxomittdmus nos 
deo,ncc plus dpud nos udlcdt incredulttxs noflrd, qum il 
Hus nominis er potctti mdgnitudomc dum ipfi nobis dr 
gumcntd conqrimus,quibus cffe uidcdturfdfum id,quod 
cffe nolimus dtq; ddnitimur ucru 7 obrepdt dies cxtremus 
W wimicfi mortis repcridmur in fduabus. 

ARNOBII DISPV* 
tdtionum dducrfus Gcntcs 
Liber tertius. 

|p^5|"Sj AMDVDVM quidc criminibus his o* 
M^t fi mmbusjnxlcdittiombus pctius(utun-u di= 
Wm 1P1 cdmus)dbexCcUcnttbuspdrtc inhdcuiriSy 
cr ucritdtem tfldm commcritis noffc, fdtis 
plcncdccurAtcq; rcfftofum efl:neq ; dpcx ullus uUius pr&* 
termiffus cfl qujefltonis,qui no jit modis miUe, er rxtio* 
nibus udidifiimis rcfutdtusmon ejl tgitur ncceffdriu pdr 
tein hdc cdufc diutiusimmordri.Ncq; cnimfhrefinc df* 
fcrtoribusnopoteflreltgioChriflidnd:duteo effc copro 

bdbitur uerdfi djUpuldtores hdbuerit plurimos^ wfto 
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ritdtetn ab hominibus fumpfcrit. Suis iHa contcntd ejl uii 
ribusity ucritatis proprit funddtmnibus nititur.ncc ft>o 
lidtur uifud,etidm fi nutlu habcdt uituUccm : immo fi lin* 
gu&omncs cotrafaciant,contrdc£ nitdntury&ddfidcm 
iUius dbroganddm confenfionis unita: animofitatc confbi 
rent.Nunc ad ordinem rcucrtamur^d quo fumus ncccjfa* 
rio pauloante digrcfii:nc diutius] intcrruptd dcfcnfio pdl 
mam criminis comprobdti calumniatoribus concefiiffcdi 
catur.Subijciuntcnim h*c:Si uobisdiuindrescordi 
cur alios nobifcum ncq ; deos colitisjieq; <tdordtis,ncc cii 
ucftris gcntibus comunia facrdtnifcctis> wreligicmim 
coniungitis ritusfPoffumus intcrim dicerc,adcultum dU 
uinitatis obcundufatis cft nobisdcus primi(s:dcus (i/nq) 
primusypatcr rcrum ac dotninus>coftitutor moderatorcfc 
cunclorum:in hoc cmnc,quod colcndu cft,cohmus i quod 
ddorari conucn it,adormus:quod cbfequiu ucncrationis 
expofcit,uenerationibus promcrcmur.Cum cnim diumi^ 
tatis ipfius tcneamus capuUa quo ipfd diuinitds diumorti 
omniu>qu<ecunq;funt ducitur:fuperuacuum putamus per 
fonds ire pcr finguldsxum cy ipfi>quifint,cr qu# habc* 
dnt nomina>ncfciamus:ct cuius fint prttcred nucri> ncq; 
liquidum>ncq; coprchcnfum,ncq; exploratu habcrcpofi 
fimus.Atq; ut in terrcflribus rcgnis necefiitatenutld co* 
peUimur>rcgalibusinfamilijs coftitutosnomindtim cum 
principibus adorarejfcd in regum ipforu cultu> quicquii 
Hlisdnnexumeftytdcitauifcfcntit honorificcntia coprc 
hendi:non alid rdtione(quicuque hi dijfunt) quos cffc no 
bis proponitisfi funtprogenies regid>0' principali orU 
mtur e ctpitetfkm fi mUos dccipidnt m^hutim i no- 
m> h > bis 
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his ctdtusjntetttgunt fe tdtncn honordri comunitcr cum 
fuo rcgc,dtq; m illius ucnerdtiontb. contmeri. Et hoc quU 
dem k nohsfuerit itd proldtumfi modo liquet coftdt 
pr£ter ipfum rege %j principc effcdlid non cdpttd> qu& 
dtgcftd er fepdrdtd pcr humerUyUelut qucndi populum 
plebeit multitudinis fdcidnt.Neq^nobis in <edibut fdcris 
effiitcspro dijSyO' SU fimuldchrd uclitis oftcndcrc: qut 
intcttigttis uos quoq^ <& renuitis confiteri, utlifiimi cffc 
fomjs luti> wfdbroru figmcntd pucrtlid. er cum de rc 
loquimur diuinx uobtfcum>hocuto)tenddtis expofamm* 
effe deos dlios ndturd>ui>nominc:non m fimuldcris pro* 
pofttos>quos utdcmuufcd m ed fubfUntidjn qud conue* 
ntdt tefltmdri tanti effe nominis oportcre uirtute. Scd con 
filium no ejt pdrte m hdc cdufie dwtiut immordri.nc litcs 
mdximds concitdrc>dc tumultuofd cofcrere uidedmur ucl 
le certdmind. Sit tfid(ut pr<edicdtis) plebs num'mum> fint 
Vcoru innumer<egettlitdtes:a\tipuldmur> dcqutefcimut* 
ncc m dliqud qu<eflione dubttdbile tflud dmbiguuq^ confi 
gimm.ittnd tdmc k uobis dudtrc expofcimus>et rogdmM* 
unde uobtf compcrtu cft> uel quibut rdtwnibus cbprehert 
fum>hinefint in calo>quos effc cxijtimdtis^ colvis:dti 
nefcio qui dlij>opiniqnis et nonimis indudttitPotcft entm 
fieri>ut hifint>quos effe no remini.zr quos effe cdfiditis* 
m nutU imcnidtur pdrte ndturdt. Nr<f enim cali dliqud* 
do fubuoldfUs dd fyderd,finguloru fktes dtq; ord utdtflis: 
rt quos effc mcmineritU itttc deos>eofde htc colere, tdn<\ 
notos mftitutftifiydc uifos. Sed ct tttud rurfm defiderdmut 
audire 4 uobiSyimpofiUnc hdbcZt h<ec nom'md> qbus eot 
uocdtis,dn ipfi htc fibi dicbus impofumnt ludic* . Si di 
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umu h<ec funt cr cocleflid nomind,quis dctulit dd uos cdi 
Sm dute d uobis dppofitdt dppcttdtiones hds hdbct, que= 
ddmodupotutflisuocdbuldhis dxre ,quos nccf; v icbdtis 
aliquddotfcq; qudlcs,dut qui cffcnt in nuttd cognitioe no 
rdttifSed ut uidtiSoO' creditisjtq; ut uobis pjuafum efi 9 
bi dij fintmominibus dppcttentur his ctid y quibus eos po 
puldres ccferi populdris uulgdritds ducit:unde tdmcn uo* 
bvs qu<e ncmvnft huius fenfum coplcntfdn funt dliqui uo* 
bis in cognitiocjn ufum dliquido notittiq; perldtifNcq; 
enim fciri ejl fdcde,dcfimt<x ct ccrtu fitcoru numeri mul 
titudo:dn(ine uttd populofitdtis fummd f\t,nec cornpuU* 
tionis Aicuiusrdtionibus tcrmindtd.Fingdmus cnim uos 
deos mittcpcrcolere 3 ucl mittupotius quinq;:dt in rcrum 
ndturd potcft forfltan fieru ut deoru mitttd centu fmt.po 
tefl er hoc dmpliuSyimmoCquod diximus pdulodntc) po 
tc& deorum fummd effc nutt^nec numcrdbdi circumfcri 
ptioefinitd. Aut igitur er uos impij,quipr£ter dccs pdu 
cos reliquoru officid non obitis : dut fi uobis uenidm c£te 
rorum ignordntit pofluldtis,cdndcm er nobis conciliu* 
bitis uenixm:fi pro pdrtc confimili eoru religionibus db= 
fiinemus y quos effe omnino ncfcimus. Et tdmc>ne nos quif 
qud pcruicdciter drbitretur fxcrdmctd notte fufciperc ce 
terorwn (qu<ccuq;funt)num'mum:dcuot.is ctcnim metcs 
Cr mdnus protcdimus fuppliccs, ncq; dfyerndmur, quo* 
cunq; inuitduciitis,dcccdcrc:fi moio difcdmus quind ifti 
funt diuiyquos nobis mgcritis,i t quos pdr fit ddiungifum 
tni regis dc principis ucnerdtioni. Sdturnus,inquit,cr u 
nuseflyMinerudyimoyApottoyVimuSyTriptolaniiSylier 
€ulcs,dtqucdlij,Q; cxUri>quibus mignificds tdescun* 
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ftii pene in urbibus religiofit confecrauit dntiquitas. I/fe 
uitarc nosforfiun dd ijtorum numinum potuijfctis cultZ 
fi non ipfl uos primi opinionu turpium fceditate talid de 
iUis cofingeretis,qu<e non modo iUorum poUuerent digni 
tdtcm,fed minime iUos effc qudlitdtibus coprobarctis ad 
iunttis. Adduci enim pnmu hoc ut crcdamus non pojfu* 
tnus:immorulem tUam prjcftantifsimamq; ndturdm diui 
fdm cffe per fcxus, effe pdrtem undm marcs, pdrtem 
cjfe alteram faminas. quc quidan lccum plcne tamdu* 
dum homincs pcttoris uiui, tam Romdms Uteris explicd 
uerc,quam Gr<ccis:w antc omncs Tullius Romdni difcr 
tifiimusgcneris,nuUm ucritus impictdtis inuidim,ingc 
nue,conjlantcr y zr libcrc,quid fupcr tali opmatione fcn= 
tirctypietate cum maiore monkrauit. a quo fi res fumere 
iudicif ucritatc confaiptas,non uerboru luculcntias per* 
gerctis,pavrata cjfet er h<cc caufdinec fccundas (utdici 
tur)a(iioncs nobis ab infantibuspoftuldret.Scdquiddu* 
cupia ucrboru,j]?lcndorcq; f rmonis pcti ab hoc dica,cii 
fciac(fc nonpaucos,quiaucrfcntur& fugiant librosde 
hoc ems^cc in auran uclmt admittcre lcttioncm opvnio 
num fuaruprjcfumptauinccntcfcumq^aliosaudia mufii 
tarc indignatcr^ diccrc: oportcrc ftdtui per Senatum y 
abolemtur ut h<ec fcripU 7 quibus Qhn&idnd religio com 
probclur^ uctuftatis opprimatur duttoriusf Qninim 
tno fi fiditis exploratu uos diccre quicqua de dijs ue&ris, 
erroris couincite Cicamcm, tcmeraria cr impia dittx 
rcfcUitotc 0 redarguite, reprobdte. Nam intaxipere fcrU 
ptd,c? publicati ueUe fubmergcre lettione, non cft deos 
dcfcr.dcrcf -d mitotk tcfHficationc timerc. Ac nc Umc 
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Cr nobis inconfiderdtM dliquis cdlumnidmmouedtjdnn 
qudm dcum,qucm colimusjndrem cffe creddmus:ed fcili 
cet cdufd,quodeum,cum loquimur,pronuncumus gene* 
re mdfcnlinoitnteUigdt nonfcxum,fedufu>zrfmilidrin 
tdte fermonis dppcUdtioncmeiut, er fignificdntid pro* 
mi. Non cntm Dcus mdt eflfed nome eiusgeneris mdfcu* 
Uni ejtquod idem uos dicere religione i n uefbrd non quk 
tis. Ndm cofucjiit in precibus,fiue tu deus es,fiue tu ded y 
dicerc:qu£ dubitdtionis exceptio ddre uos dijs fexu difii 
ttione ex ipfd decldrdt. Adduci ergo no poffumm>ut cor« 
pord crcddmus deu. Ndm neceffe eft corpord,fi funt ntd* 
res dcfconm^uifignificdtd cxgeneru dtfiuttioe. Quis 
enim uel cxiguifenfus nefcit terrenoru db tJdo dnimdntiti 
conditore non dlid de caufit generis diuerfi fexus inftttu 
tos cjfc,dtq; formdtos,nifi ut per coitut^o connubid cor 
porumjes cdducd cr Idbilis fucccfiicms perpctuje inno* 
Udtionc durdret f Qutd crgo diccmus f Deos procredrei 
Dcosndfcifgriccircohis addttds genitdtum mcbrorum 
pdrtesy ut fufficere prolem poffent^ noud qudq;fubon 
ricte fccturd y quicquidprior <etds dbflultffct y recidiud fub 
fiitutio fubrogdrctf Ergo fi htec itd funU idcft fi Dij pro* 
crednt fupcri, cjfiper hds leges expcriuntur fe fexut, 
funtq; immortdlesy nec frigoribus fiut fcncttutis cffccti 9 
fequitur ut debednt plcnd effc dijs omnu:ncq; innumeros 
ccclos eorum cdpcre multitudinc poffc :fiquidcm cr ipfi 
pcrpctuo gcnerdnUw perfobolcs fobolum multiplicdtd 
fcmpcr innumcrdbilitds ampUdtur. dutfi obfccenitM co* 
eundi(ita ut decet)db Dijs dbcfhqwe cnufx rdtioct; mon* 
flrabitur 3 cur mfignittfint kis locri, quibut fexus fefoi 
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Ubidinum propruru ddmonitionib. tecognofceref Neq; 
enim ucri ejl fimilehdbcri htc fruftrd,dut improuidentu* 
am m iUisfudm ludcre uolutjfe naturdm:ut eos his pdrtU 
bus dggerdrct,quibut utcndu non eft. Sed cnim ut ad ufui 
ca'tos->manut>pcdes>oculi, catcra^ con&ruttio mcbro* 
rum fua qujeq; in ofjicid coniittuta eftjtd couenit crcde* 
rcinfui muneris funttione compdrdtdseffehds pdrtes: 
dut confitendum cR in dcoru corporibus effc altqutd ua^ 
cuum>quod fxt fruftrd atq; inanita' fabricatu.Qutd dtci* 
tis 6 fanttiatq; impoUuti Antiftitcsrcligionum fVLdbcnt 
rrgo dtj fcxutyZ? genttaltu mcmbrorum circufcruntfoc 
ditdtes y quM ex ortbus uerecundis mfame eft fuis appcU 
Utiombus promeref Quid crgo iam fupcreft, nifx ut eos 
creddmus tmmundoru quadrupcdum ritujn Itbidinu fu* 
ridS gefttre,cupiditatibus rabidis ire in mutuas coplcxio 
nes,vr poftremufi-attis diffolutisq; corporibus uoluptd 
tit cneruationc UngucfccrcfB quonii qutdam funtfoc* 
mmarum generis propria, fequitur ut easquoq; acda* 
mus circuattis perfoluere fuds mcfibus legcs:faftiodofos 
ducere dtq;hdbercconccptus:dboriri,perfcrre,erpr£* 
properopartufeptimanascderealiquddo faturas.O pu 
rdyS fdnttdydtq; ab omni turpitudmis labcdijparataatq; 
dbiuntta diuinitas. duct dnimus,dtq; ardet in Chalcioccis 
tllis mdgniSydtq; in pdldtijscocli deos dedtq; cofcicere m 
tettis corporibus dtq; nudis,dpudlacchum Ccrcran(mu 
fd ut prtdkdt Lucrctij)mdmofdm, HcUefrontidcu Prid* 
pum mtcrdeat uirgmes dtq; matrcs circumfcrentan res 
iUdt,prttlioru fanper m expeditioc pdrdtdt. Auet inqui 
wkrt dedsgrdUidasdetffxtMtglifcctibuify p dies dluis 
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mteflirti poderis moroUtdte cunttdrupdrturire dlidt tra 
ftu longo^mdnusobfletricids qutrcre.iUdS telisgrdm 
uibus^ dolorum dcuminibws fixds eiuUre, cj hortari, 
et inter htc omnid juppetidt luncnis implorarc iMcindt. 
Honnemulto efi rettius malediCerc, conuitid.ru dtq; dlU 
mgerere dijs probrdy q obtentu pio tdltx de hti monftrd 
opimonummdignitdte pr<tfumcre f Et dudctis dfcribere 
Cd*ftm nobts offenjioms dcorumfcu fiiudicdtiofidt^cer 
tifiimx in uobis repcriatur htc cffe>w in cotumelid, quZ 
opindmnuftdre. Nmjl dij(ut dicitis)dfficiutur ird,w 
antmorum indigndtionihws incdlefcuntxurcos non pute 
ptus <tgrc dtq; dccrrimc fufimere,ddri fxbi d uobis fexut, 
quibus cancs porciq; formdii funtfgr cum itd creddtis 9 
non dliterfe pnguw ignommiofd cum ofientdtionc pro 
pomfErgo cum h&c itd \hxtjnifcridrum omniu cdufd uos 
r uos dcos impellitis, uos cxcitdtis mfejidrc omnU 
bm mdhs terrM->w noud qudtq; quotidie (trucrc, quibut 
ulctfci fc pofimt totduobis iniurijs etmdledittiomb. exm 

| tfyerdti. l\dedittionibuAjnqudm>o- miurijs^quds pdr* 
tim fdbulis turpibut,pdrtim opinionibus indecoris, qudfi 
ucfiri Thedoguqudspoet<t,quds ipfi uos quoq; ignomim 
ttiofis cclcbrdtis mritibwses perditds mucmctis humdm 
tids->zr dbieciffe ckuum dcosfi modo tUorum curdm ft>cm 
{tdt>mortdlium regeredtq; ddmmijirdrefortunds. Nam 
nobis quidem cur irdfcdntur non hdbent : quos uident & 
fentiunt>ncq;fecoierejieq; deridere>quoddicitur,who 
nejtius q uos multo de fui nominis dignitdte exifiimdre* 

I CT crcdcrc. De fcxu hdttenm. N uc ddfaeciem uenidmu& 
OrformM, quibus effc defcriptos dcos fuperos crcdititz 

quibu/i 
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quibus immoformdtis^ tcmplorii dmplifiimis coUpcd* 
tis i n fedibus. Ncq; quifqud luddicds in hoc loco nobii op 
pondt er Sddducxigcncris fdbiddsjdnqudm formdi tri 
budmuso-nosdcchoccnimputdtur incorum litcrisdi 
ci cr lcgc, ccrtdq; duftoritdtefirnuri : qu£ dut mhil dd 
nos dttincntjicc cx aliqud portionc quicqui hdbent com 
mune nobifcumidut fi funt creditt foci£,qu£rcdi funt uo 
bisdltioris intcUign\ti£doftores,perquospofiitis dddu 
fccrc,quibus modis ccuenidt litcrdru iUdrum nubes, dtq; 
inuolucrd rcldxdrc.no&rd dc hoc fcntcntid tdlis cft. Nd* 
tnrdmomncmdiuindm,qu<encq; cffccaperit dliquddo, 
ttcc uitdlem dd tcrminum fit dliquddo uenturdjt nidmcn* 
tis cdrcrc corporcisjieck uUdsformdrum cffigics pofiide 
re,quibusextiindcircu]criptiomcmbroru folet codgmc 
ta finire . Quicquid cnim tdle c&, mortalc effcdrbitrd* 
mur O 1 Idbtlcnecobtmerepcrpctui poffc crcdimus <cui 
tatem,quod extremis coercitum finibus ncccffdrid circu- 
cludit extrcmitds.At ucro uos dcos pdrum efl formdrum 
qu6ddmplcftiminimcnficnc,filo ctidm dttermindtishu* 
muno:cr qucd indignius multo cjljerrcnoru corporum 
circuccfurdfinitk. Quid crgo diccmutfCdput dcosgefld 
re tercti rotunditdtc colleftum y rctindculis neruorii dor* 
fo iUigdtum dc pcftori y %rdd ccruicu ncceffitrids flexio* 
nes cofcrtionibus ucrticunhdtq; offcd fubflruftione fulci 
rifQuodfidccipicmus ut ucrum fit y dures ctidm fequitur 
ut hdbedntcuruisperterebrdtdsdnfidftibttitoculoru or* 
biculos mobilcsyfupcrcilioru mdrginibus cbubrdtos:fufiz 
penfum imbricem ndrium y munftionibus mucculentis cr 
jfciritdi comcdbilcm trdftuvfubdftionibus ciboru dentcs 
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trinigcneris y dtq; mcfjxcidtrindcopofitos:manus minU 
ftrds operum drticulti y digitii y o- cubitoru mobilitdte tr<t 
ttabilcsxorporibut fuftincndis pedes, expUcdndis grefii 
bus,o- fuggercndis dnticipdtionibm itionu. Qupdfi ed, 
qut proptd funt y confentdneu eft er tUa putdri y qu<e fub 
coflis y cdruq y fub crdtibut cutes cotegunt y atq; omentoru 
membrdnul&gurgulioneSiUcntriculoSyUendStpulmonesy 
ueficulMjecordjntefiinoru uolubiUu trdttus, wpcro* 
mnid uifcerd comedntes purpurei fitnguinis uends cu ar* 
terijs fairitalibut coniugdtds. An nunquid calcftiu corpo 
rd focditdtibus his cdrctfo* quonia cibis mortdlibus ab* 
ftincnt y edentuloscos effepdruuloru credendueftritut 
CT uidudtos intcrioribuscunttis y tdnqud utres fuffldtos* 
turgidoru corporu indnitdtependerefQuid ^uod y fi hjec 
itd funt y mt uobis neceffdrium contucrifimilesnefint dij 
omncs y dnfomtdrum difrdricircufcriptione tcnedntur. 
Si enim pdr cuttis y atq; una eft omnibus fimilitudmis fte 
cics y non dbfurdum eft crederc crrare cos y faUiq; cognitio 
nisinmututcoprchcnfione.Sin dutcgcrut difcrimcnin 
uultibusfiquitur ut intcUtgi debedt non alia dc aufd dif* 
fimilitudmcs his ddtds y niji ut fingulife poffcnt differcn* 
tium fignoru proprictatibus nofcitdre.Ergo effc diccndti 
eft quofddm cdpitones y filunculos y frontoncs y Ubconcs: in 
his alios mcntones y n£uios y dtq; naficdi.llos diftlofis na* 
ribut y iUos ref\mis y nonuUos turgentibus malis dut buccd* 
rum cumuldtione dcriuoces y ndnos y longos y medios y mdcU 
lcntos y pingues y crdffos:hos cdpilloru mtortionib. crifru 
los y caluitijs alios etglabritdtibus rafos. neq ; opindri nos 
fdlfoucftr<eproduntdtq; indiunt ofjicin*. Siquidccum 



ti6 ARNOBII ADVHRSVS 

fdcitis dtq ; mformdtis deo$ 9 bos crmitos cffxngittiy dliot 

leueSyfencSyiuueneSypucroSydqutloSyCirltoSyrduoSyfmtm 
dosyintcttosydut (ncfrigusincomodct) fluidaru ueftium 
fupcriettione perfujos. Quifqumnc e)t hominu rdtiois 
aUcuiusfiporccotdttM,qia ptlos^ldnugmescreddtin 
dcorum corporibus ndfafqui dnnoril m dlis ineffe difcri 
tmnxfqui er pcrudriM tegminu dtc^ amittuum formM 
Ueftitos hos irr, atq; ab ffttbus fefe frtgortbusq; tutdrif 
Quod qui habct ucrum,& hoc neceffe efi tdnquam uerZ 
tcapidtxffe deos futtoncSycffe tonfores:qui uel fdcrds e* 
hunt uefiesyuel apittos imminudnt fylucfcenttu crmium 
iicJLribus inuolutos. Itdne iftud non turpe.non impictd* 
tis er contumelit plenum c(l> mortbundt er cdduci ani* 
nidntis Itnrumentd dijs ddrefmfigntre hispdrtibus, quds 
enumcrdre, qudsperfequi probus dudcdt nemo y ncc j ne 
fumm£ faditdtis horrore,mentis tmdgindtioneconape* 
refHoccine efl ittudfdfttdium ucfirum,fdptctid hacc drro 
gdns^qud dcfruitts nos ut rudes, dtq; omnem fcientti re* 
tnint rerum uobis diuindrum pdteref Acgyptioru ridcti% 
*nigmdtd y qu6dmutorum dntmdntiu formds diumisin* 
feruerint cdufisyedfdcmq; quod frecies multo thure dccU 
pidntiW reltquo aerimontdru pdrdtu.uos effigies bomi* 
num tdnquam deorum uenerdmini poteftdtes : nec pudet 
htsord terrenidnimdlis tmponerc,erroris dlios? er flulx 
titi<t condcmndre, er °m erroris eiufdcm fimtlttudme dc 
uittodeprehendt.NtfifortedicetisdlidS quide incffcdij* 
formdSyW honoriSyC? dotis cdufd fpecics uos eis dcconts 
tnoddutffe mortdltumyquod mdioris multo efl cotumeli<e> 
quhn erroris dliqutd ignordttone feaffc. N<tm fi uos fdte 

remmi 
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rctnini id,quod ue&rd fufritio credidiffet,formdm men* 
tis dttribuifje diumis y mmuscrdtiniuri£ pr<efumptd m 
cpinatione pcccdjfe.Nuc ucro,cu aliud creditis,<& aliud 
fingitisyWincoscfliscotumeliofiyquibiKid dttribuitis 
quod eos confitemini non cffc:%r irrcligiofi effe mojird* 
miniycu id ddordtis qdfingitis,nt n quod in re cffe ipftq; 
mueritdteeffe ccnfetis. Sidfelluli,cdnes, porci, humdnii 
dliquid fdpcrent,fingendiq; hdberent drtes : ijdemi^ nos 
ueUcnt cultu dliquo profequi, er fidtudru confecrdtionu 
bus honordre,qudntds nobis irdru fldmmds, mdigndtio* 
num quos turbines concitdrenufi fuorum corporum for* 
mds noftrd ucUct portdre dtq; obtincre fimulicrdfQUd* 
tdsinqudm irdrum fldmmds fuffundcrct^excitdrentyfi ur 
bis coditor Romulus dfinitui \hrct tn fdcie, fi fmftus P5 
pilius in cdnmdyfi porcind fub fj>ecie nomc cffet Cdtonis, 
aut i&drci Ciceronis infcriptumf Itd ergo ftoliditdtc ue= 
&rdm non ridcri(fi ridcnt)ucflris ab nummibtu remimf 
auUquonidm cenfctis djficicos inunon inftnircjion fure 
rc,neq; pro iniurijs contumclijs tdntis ultum ircfe uel 
lejdculdriq; in uos cd,qu* dolor fuctm efl idcere? er of* 
fenficnis dcerbitds commmifcitQUdtofuerdt reftius ele 
phdntoru his formdSypdntheraru, dut tigridum, tauroa 
rum,cquorumq; dondrefNdm quid in hominc pulchrum 
eft,quid quxf > ddmiralile,uel decorum,nifi quod ue « 
terino cum pecore nefcio quis duftoruoluit effe commu* 
nef Sed fi uobis (mquiimt) nofcrd opindtio difrlicct, uot 
demon&rdte, uos dicite,qud jitdewprfiditusformd. Si 
uerdm uultisdudire fentcntidm y dut nuUdmhdbet Detrt 
formdtwuutfiinformdtM ejl dliqud,ea qu* fit, profefto 

ncfcimus 
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ncfamus. Neq; enim quod uidimus nunqudm,ncfcirc cffe 
duamus turpeidut e& re prohtbemur dlwrum jcntenttds 
refutare,quiafuper kocnoflramnuUam ipfi fententiam 
promimus. V t aum fi uitrem ejfe dtcatur mundus, fi ar- 
gcnteus,fcrrcus,ucl cx fragili condolxtus er fabncatus 
tcfta,non dubitemus falfum effe contcdere, quamuts qu£ 
fit eius mxtcrid nefciamus : itx cum dcjj>cctedgxturDei, 
quam perhibctis couincimus non cffc, ctiam ji qu£ fit mi 
nus pojfumMexplicxrc.Quidergo('tnquietaliquis) non 
audtt deusfnon loquiturfno dnte je pojlus res utdetfnon 
tntueturfSuoforfitdngenerc,no nojbro. Nr<£ cnim ucrU 
aliquidfciretdntdmrcpoffumusydut fujj>tttombus huU 
gdreiquds effe dpud nos Uqu^'tnjUbilcs,lubrtcxs 3 c^ ux* 
norum fimtlitudincs fomniorii. Si enim dtxe, imus ijfdcm 
itium rdtiomb. utdcrc,quibut er nos uidcmusifequitur ut 
intctiigi dcbcat fuperieftds pupillis cum hdbo-c mcbranii 
lds,coniucre,m(ldrc,rddijs,aut imxgtnibus ccrnere,dut 
quod ocults comunc c& omnibus,finc dlterius luminis co 
mixtione nihil omnino coj^icerc. Quodipfum fimilttcr 
de duditu,ac dc ebquij forma,w ucrboru proldtionc dU 
cendum cji. Siperdures dudixt,cxs quoq } hdbercfiexuo* 
fis trdmitibut pcrfordtds,qux irrcpcrc uox pofiitfenfum 
nucidturd fennonir.dutfi ucrbd ore funduntur,labix hd* 
bcre cum dcntibut,quoru injlittu cr mobdiUte multiju* 
gd lingud fonos drttculct,cj uocem in ucrbd conformet. 
Sinojlri dnimi motu non recufitis dudirc, Untu abcjl ut 
tws Dco corporalu limxmenU tribuxmus,ut dnimorum 
ctidm decordjpfdAq; utrtutcs(quibus cmincre uix cocef* 
fum e # pduw)tinte m ucremur dfcrtbcre. Quis cnirrt 

dewti 



iDcum dixerit fortem>confldHtcmyfrugi,fdpientemf quis 
probumfquis fobriumfquis immo dliquid noffe f quis iiu 
tcUigerefquis prouidcrefquiS dd finet officioru certos d* 
dionum fudru decretd dirigcntemfHumdnd funt h&c bo 
ndyZT ex oppofitioncuitioru exiStimdtione merucrunt 
hdberekuddbilcm. Quiscfi dutemtdmobtufi pettoris* 
tdm bruti,qui humdnis bonis deum effedicdt mdgnuf aut 
idconominis mdiefldtcpr£ceUere,quoduitiorum cdrcdt 
faditdtcfQuicquid dc deo dixcris^uicquid tdcite men* 
[ tis cogitdtione coceperis,in humdnu trdnjilit er corru* 
pitur fenfum : nec hdbet proprU fignific&tionis notdm y 
quodnoftris dicitur uerbis,dtq; ddnegocidhumdndcopo 
fitis. Vnuscflhomhris intcUcttusdcDeindturdcertifii* 
mus,fifcids,<zrfentidsnilril deiUo poffemortdliordtio* 
nc depromi. Et h&c ucro primx cfl ueflroru numinu con* 
tumelid>qud deformis,wfexibus bonifcilicetumdices, 
Cr religiofi coflituifiis duttoresAUud uero, qd' fcquitur* 
qudle ejt,qu6d deos uobis inducitis dlios fkbros>dios mt* 
dicoSy dlios hndrios, ndutds, cithdrifldt, dulcedos, uend* 
toresopdftorcsyvr quod fuperdt, ruflicosf Et iUe>inquit> 
tnuficus deuseflio' hicdlterdiuinusefl. C<etcricnimdij 
non funt> er uenturd pr<edicere infcitid nefciunt, dtq; U 
gnordntid futuroru. Obfietricis iUe i/nformdtus drtibus, 
mcdicoru dlius inflitutus efl difciplinis . Ergone fingu* 
li fud i/n re poUent>nec in duxilium uocdti dlicnis poffunt 
tn pdrtibus fubucnire f Uic in fermonc fdcundus cfl,*tq; 
in uerborum continu.ttionibus promptus:bdrdi cnirr\ funt 
dlijy ncc poffunt dliquid fcitum(fi ordtio fdcicdd cfl)elo* 
quu Atrogo qu<erdtioefl,qu£tdmdurd ncccfiitds,qu.c 

i caufit 
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cdufd y ut drtificid h<tc fuperi tdnquam uilcs nouerint dtcfc 
hdbcdnt fcllularijtln calo cnim cdntdtur er pfdUitur, ut 
tntcrudUdo-numcrosuocum nouem cofcrdnt fcituUdc 
modulcntur forores. Sut in fydcreis motib. fylu£ y funtlu 
ftrdyfunt nemord,ut uendtionu prtpotes hdbedtur in ex= 
peditionib.DidndAmmincntid dijnefauty fortibusui 
uut dgititurq; jitdlibuiyUt quid cuiq; crdfiinutdiesferdty 
dut hordyLdtonius cxplicct dtq; dpidt udtesiipfe dlio im* 
pletur Deoy er ui numinis premitur e xdgitdturq; mdio 
riSyUt merito dicdtur hdbcdturcj; diutnus. Corripiutur dij 
morbis>cr uulnerdriyUexdri dliqud cx re poffunt:ut cum 
cxegcritrdtioyduxilidtorfubuenidt Epiddurius. Vdrturi 
unt y pdriunt:ut difficiles puerperioru trtcds \uno mulcc* 
dt corripidtq; iMcind.Kcm rujlicdm trdttdnt y dut curdnt 
militdrid muncrdiut fUmmipotcns Vukdnus fdbricctur 
his cnfcsydut ruris ferrdmcntd procuddt. Vcfiis indigcnt 
tegminciut uitgo Tritonid curiofius ftdmcn ncdt:%r qux 
litdte pro tcporiSydut triliccs tunicds y dut dc ferico impo* 
ndt. AccufxntyO * diluunt crimindiut AtUnted progenics 
eloquij primdsfcrdt ftudiofd exerciutioc qu<cfiti.ErrdSy 
inquityZrfdUerismonenimipjiopificesdij funtyfcd in= 
genijs hcminum fubijciunt hds drtcs y dtq; ut uitd jit injlru 
(liorytrddunt facndd mortdlibus. Scd qui dliqud fubijcit 
igndro dc ncf :io difciplindy folertcq; his cfficerc no nuU 
liusopcrisfaentidcotcndityfcidt ipfcncccffecji primws 
idyquodJterumcolerccoflituit. Ncq^enim trdditordlU 
cuius cffe fcientw potis efiyut no eiws quod trddit prtce* 
ptd hdbcdt cogmtdyO- rdtionc tenedt exercitdtifiime co* 
prehefdm. Dij ergo funt drtificcs primi:fiuc qubdy ipfl ut 
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dicitisfubdut fcicntidm mcntibusfiue quod immortdles, 
Cr gcniti nunquZ,genus omne terrenu uetufldte tempo* 
m dnteccdunt, Hoc cfl ergo quod qu£rttur,cum fit nuttwi 
dpud fuperos drtibus his locusmeq; ufus tUoru y nccfc natu 
ra dcpofcdt mgeniofum dliqmd,dut feUuldrium fctrcxur 
tffedtcdtis indlijs percepttonibusgndriores,o-hdbcrc 
folertids y 'm quibus finguUs euincdnt fcientidru cognttto* 
ne difcreti f N//i fortc hoc dtcitiSydeos drtifices non effe, 
fed eos his drttbus pr<efidere y curdreiimmo fub tttoru po* 
fitd ejfe tuteld omnid,qwe ddmintftrdmus, qut gertmus: 
dtq;>utbcnedcfeliciterceddnt,tttoru proutfione curdru 
Quod quidemerito dicidc probdbiltteruiderctur,fidd 
uoluntdtem fempcr fcntentu'% procederent ed>qu<£ obix 
tnuf, qU(C gerimi^dut in negccijs periclttdmur humtnis. 
Cu ucro in contrdriu quotidic rcs uertdntur, ncq; dd pYo 
pofitum uoluntdtis dtttonnm rffrondcdnt fines, luden* 
tiscR diccredcosnobisfuperefJecufiodes y quos fufrttio 
ftnxit noftrd, nonexplordtduerttds comprehendtt. Fer 
ntdrid tutifitmdt prtfidt Portunuscommcdnttbus nduU 
gdtiones : er cur mfdnum mdre tdm frequentes expofuit 
crudelium ndufrdgtorum rumdtfSdlutdrid, wfidd con* 
filid no&ris fuggerit cogitdttonibus Confm : er tn con* 
trdrios exitus cur dfitducucrtiturpUcitorum inopmdtd 
mutdtiofArmcntorum,w pccorum gregibus Pdles pr<e* 
funt Inuutcfc cuflodes: er cur feud contdgia f er pefiilen* 
tes morbos db tftiuis duertere ceffxtione inimkd non cu 
Ydntf Flord iUd genitrix^ fanttd obfcccnitdte ludorum 
bene curdt ut drud florefcdnt:&- cur quotidie gemmulds* 
V pubefcentes herbds aduritdtfy mterficit nocentifii* 
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dd prtbere fefii/s dtq; inudlidis rebus y et multiformi fent 
per dfteritdte UdUdtis. Ndm facrificijs editis id quod po= 
fcdri/s dnnuerejton eji ifiud pofiuldntibus fubucnirc, fcd 
bcnignitdtis propridC munificentidm ucnditdrc. Ludimus 
Cr Ufciuimus tdntd m re homincs, cr quid flt deus oblU 
ti y quidiflius mdgnificetid nominis,quicquid uileuelfor 
didum fufpitiofd potuimus credulitdte cofingere, diuis tu 
telaribus drrogdmus.Vnttionibus,inquit,fuper efl vn* 
xid?cingulorum Cvnxid replkdtioni,vittd cr Potud fdn 
ttifiim& uittui potuiq; procurdnt. O egregid numinu^ 
finguldris interpretdtio potefldtum, nifi poftcs uirorum 
ddipdli unguvne oblincrctur db ff>ofis:nifi uirgindlid uin 
culd idmferucntes diffolucrent, dtq; imminentcs mdritiy 
nifi potdrent^ mdndercnt homincs,di] nomind no hd* 
bcrentfQuidfquod non contenti tdm dcformibus fubdi* 
diffe dtcfc implicuiffe deos curis,ndturds his ctidmferds* 
truculcntds>immdnes,mdli$gdudcntes fcmpcr, cr hum<t 
ni gcneris dttribuitis udjlitdtcm.Non commcmordbimus 
hoc loco Dcdm Lducrndinfurum,BeUonds,difcordids,fu 
rtis:er Leud illd qut coftituitis numind tdciturnitdtis fi* 
lctio pr£terimus. Mdrtc ipfum ponemus in medio,et fte 
ciofdm tfldm cupidinu mdtrem:ex quibus unum prtfici* 
tis prAijs:dmoribm dlterum cr cupiditdtis drdori. Pote 
fidtcm,'mquit,bcUorum Mdrs habct.utrumne ut motd co 
pefcdtydn utceffdntid cr quictd comouedtfNam fi fedx^ 
tor mditdris mfdnti cfl,cur quotidie bcUd no defuntf Sin 
dutem conditor iUoru efl, Deum ergo diccmus in uoluptd 
tis fu£ dulcedinem coUidere orbem totu : difcordidru cr 
difcrimihu cdufti mtergentes ferere terrdru longtnqui- 
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tdte difiunftdsxoducere ex diuerfo tot mortalium miUid* 
CT intra uerbi unius mords campos cdddueribus dggcrd* 
re y fdnguineos prtcipitdre torrentes y funddtifiimd delere 
impem,£qudrc urbes folo y libertdtc ingenuis abrogare, 
cr feruitutis conditionc imponere y dijfcnfionibus gdude 
re ciuilibus y comorientiumfrdtrum pdmcxdx tiece, cr dd 
ultimum filiorum er pdtrum pdrriacUlicogrcfiionk hor 
rore. Quodipfumlicebitm Venerepdridtq^eddem rd* 
tione trdducerc.Ndm fi dmoris h<ec fldmmds (ficutperhi 
betis er creditis)cogitdtionibus fubdit humdnis y fcquitur 
ut mteUigi debedt y quicquid Ubis er criminis db mfdnid 
proficifcitur y tdlibus ucncreis debere uulneribus imputd* 
n.Ergone Dcd cogctc inuilifiimi nominis fcortx fudtn fie 
pius p>rodunt ctUm nobiles dignitdtc, dijfuuntur tendciu 
mdtrimonioru ncxus y mccfldltbidineneccfiitudo fxnguU 
nis 'mdrdefcityinfdniut inliberosmdtres,pdtres uirginti 
fudrum uotd m fe uertunt y cotrd decus ttdtisfcnes m ob* 
fccenos ingemunt curis iuucnilib.dppetitus y fdpicntes er 
fortes uirifoluut decrctd cofidntit uirilitdtis uigore mol 
UtOytnnedutur ceruicibus Uquei y cofcenduntur drdentes 
rogi>w per Udflds dtc^ dltifiimds rupes Uciunt fepdfiim 
uolutdrijs fxltibus prtcipitdtifQuifqud ne ejt hominum 
rdtionis dlicuius primordijs imbutus y qui diumitdtk cotu* 
fidntii tdm fctdi/s pottudt dut contdminct moribusfqui na 
turds dttribudt dijs tdles y quds'mdgrcflilus beUtis lenitu* 
do fiepe permulfit dtq^ extenuduit humdndfvbind qu&* 
fo efl iUud y quod db omni perturbdtionis dffeftu dij pro* 
cul dmotifuntfquoj/, lenes y pUcidi y mites y quod mgenerc 
uirtutis unito perfeftionis dpiccm,dt<fa ipjuts retmct fx* 
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pientidt fummitdtct dut cur eos ordmui,ut k nobis dduer* 
fddtq; intmicd propclUnt>fimdloru omniu,quibus quo* 
tidic cdrpimur,ipfi cffc nobis reperiutur duttorest Qui 
tumlibet nos impiosjrrcltgiofos uocctis,dut dthcosjiun* 
qudmfidemfkeietis effc dmoru dcos,effc beUoru,effe qui 
difcordidt confcrdnt,qui furictlib. flimulif dnimos inquie 
tent Aut enim ucrifiimc dijfunt,w ed qu£ comcmordjlis 
nonfdciunt:dutfied qu<e dicitis fdciuntfine ulld dubitd* 
tione dij non funt.Et tdmc poffemut utcuq; dcapere 4 uo 
bis hxs mentes impidru plcmfiimMfittionu, fi no mult<t 
de dijs ipfi tdm cotrdrtd promentes>dijfoluctidq; ipfd,fu 
fiinerednimicopeUcrctis dffenfum.Cuenim fingultfin* 
gulos dnteire interioris cotcnditis fcienti<e Uude,<zr deos 
ipfos,quos opmdminiytoUitisict reponitis dlios>quos md 
mfcflum cjt non effe : er dltus dliud de eifdan dicitis re= 
bus,o- innumeros effe cofcribitis,quos effe fihgulosfem 
per cofenfio dccepit humxnd. incipidmus crgo f olenniter 
db \dno cr nos pdtre,quc quiddm ex uobis mudum 7 dnnu 
dijfolem effe prodidcre nonuUi. Quod fi dccipiemus ut 
uerum ftt,fequitur,ut intcUigi dcbedt nuUu unqum fuifc 
fe ldnum,quem ferunt coclo atq^ Uecdte procrcdtu in \td 
lid regndffc primum* Uniculi oppidi coditorcm, pdtrem 
Tduni,vulturnigenerum,luturn<e mdritum : dtq; itd per 
uos Dei nomen erdditur y qucm in cuttis dnteponitis pre* 
cibut, er uidm nobis pdndere deorum dd dudictidm crc* 
ditis. Rurfus uero fi Utm efl dnnusjDcus effe nccfic po* 
teft. Quis emm dnnum ignordt temporis effe circufcri* 
ptionem Stdtdm, nec hdbere uim numinis td> quod frd* 

cijs mcnfimh<7 tiirmdtnumerdtione condufum eSlt 
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quod ipfum liccbit m Sdturnum non abfimili rdtione trdn 
duccre. Nam fi tempm fignificdtur hoc nom'me(gr<ecorti 
ut interpretes dutumdnt) utquod chronos eft> habeatur 
Cronos,nuUum eft fitturniu ncmc. Quis cfl cnim tm dc= 
ntcns,quitcmpuscjfcdicdtdcum,quod menfurd cuiufdl 
e&fpdcij in continud fcrie pcrpctuitdtis inclufi f atq- itx 
cx ordinc toUctur ct iftc calcfttu,qucm coclo effe cditum 
pdtre,magnoru effc procrcatorc dcorum, uitifdtore,fal 
ctfcrum uetuftds edidit prifcd^ minoru trdnfmiftt <eU 
ti, Ndm quid de ipfo dtcanus loue,quem folcm effc dittU 
tduerefxpictcs dgitante pinndtos currusjurbd cofequen 
tcdiuorumftthcrd nonnuUtfldgrdntcm uifldmmcd, dtq ; 
drdoris incxtinguibtlt udftitdtcfQupd fi liquct, er conL 
flat:nuUusergo omnino cftuobis duttortbus luppiteriqui 
pdtrccditus Sdturno,dtq ; Opemdtrc,ut gcnitoris ctutde 
rct rdbtemym Crctcnfium finibus mcmordtur effc cccld* 
tus.ldmueroiunoncm opindtiononne cofimilis deorum 
toUit c cenfufNdm fi dcr iUd cft (qucmudmodu uos ludc* 
rcdc dtttitdre confucftis,gr<ect nominis pr<epofterttdte 
rcpctitd)nuUd foror er coniux omnipotcntis rcperictur 
louis, nuBa Yluuionuu nullx Pcmonu, nuUd Ofiipdgind, 
nuUd Fcbrutis,Poptdonid£'mxid,Cdprotind:dtq; itd re= 
perictur indnifiimd cffc iftius nominisfittio opinionis u<t 
cu<ecclcbritdte uulgdtd. Artftotclcs(utGrdnw memo* 
Tdt)uir ingcnio pr<epotcns^dtq;indottrind prtcipuus, 
Minerudm effc Lunm prcbdbtlibus drgumentts expli* 
cdt, er literdtd duttoritdte dcmonftrdt , Eandcm hdnc 
dli) <ethcrium ucrticem , & fummitdtis ipfineffe fum= 
mm dixcrunt : mcmorim ncnnuUi : unde ipfum nomcn 
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Minerud,qudfi qu<xddm Memmcrudformdtu eR. Quod 
fidccipit rcs fidcm^nuUd cjl crgo mcntis filid^nuUd uitto 
ri*e,nuUd louis cUtd decerebro inuentrix olet, nuUd nu 
gifteriis drtium, er difciplkidrum udrietdtibus eruditd. 
Quod dqud nubdt terrm,dppeUdtus efl(inquiut) cogno 
mindtusq; Neptunus. Si ergo liquoris obtctio nominis hu 
ius dppeUdtione figndtur,nuUus deus efl omnino Nrpte* 
nus : dtq; itd toUitur, er remouetur e medio flygij frdter 
louity olympifygermdnuSytridenti drmdtusferro,pi* 
flricum dominm dtq; mendru, rex fdlforumgurgitu^ 
tremeb undi motdtor fdli. Mercurius etidm qudfi qutddm 
medicurrius dittus eft:w,quod intcr loquentes duos mc= 
did currdt cr reciprocetur ordtio,nominis huius concm* 
ndtd cjl qudlitds. Ergo ft h<ec itd funt> non eft dci Uicrcu* 
rius nomcnfed fermonis reciprocdntis cr uocis,dtq; itd 
hoc pdtto dbolctur er extinguitur cdducedtor iUe CyUe* 
nius i/n dlgidcfufus monte:ucrboru excogitdtor cr no= 
m'mum:nundiiidru 3 mmium,commmiorumq;mutdtor. 
Terrdmquiddmeuobis^ cunttis fufficidt dnimdntibus 
uittumjndtrc cffc dixerunt mdgn<x:cdndcm hdnc dlij, <£ 
fxlutdrium feminufrugem gcrdt, Cerere effe pronunci* 
mtnonuUidute Vcftdm,quod tn mundo flet foU>c<eteris 
eius pdrhbus mobilitdte in perpetud conftitutis. Qupd fi 
Ydtione profertur er dffcucrdtur certdMnd pdriter nu* 
mvnduobis interprctibus nuUd funtwon Ceres, no Vcftd 
deorum cffe coputdbuntur hifdflis:ncn ipfd deniq; mdtet 
dcum,qudm Nigidius dutumdt mdtrimonium tenuiffe Sd 
turniydcd rcttc poterit nucupdrifiquide unius terr<e h<ec 
funtomnidnom'md,zrhi$fold prtdicdtionibus in&cd* 
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tur.Vrstermttttmushoc loco fttietdtis fugd Vulcunum: 
quemeffeomnesignempdriuocu pronunciatis dffcnfu: 
quod dd cunttos uenidt,Vencre)n y £r quod fxtd in lucem 
proferpdnt,cognomindti effc proferpinl.qud rurfusm 
pdrtetriumcdpitdnuminu toUitisfiquidem primumele 
menti eft nomcnjion fentientis uocabulu potcfldtisdtbi* 
dmis dltmtm per cunttd dnimdntid dtffuf<e:tertium uero 
fignificdt dttoUentid fe germind,frugu fubcrefcentiumo^ 
tiones.Quid cum Ltberum,ApoUinem 3 Solcm>unum effe 
cotenditis numc uocdbulis dmplifcutu tribusfnonnc fcn 
tentijs ucfhis dcorum immmuiturccnfus, er opinio prt 
dicdtd dildbiturfNdm fi uerum efl folem eundc Liberum 
cffe,cundemq, ApoUtnefcquitur ut m rcrum nxturd neq; 
Apotto fit dliquis,neq; Liberuxtq^ itu pcr uos ipfos dbole 
tw^oCTddituroScmeleiu^Pytlnus^Aterfccuknt^hildrit^ 
tis ddtorfminthiorii dltcr pcrnicies murum. Non indotti 
dpuduosuiruneq; quodinduxeritlibido gdrrieteSyDid* 
ndtn>CerereyLundm,cdput cffc unius dci triuidli germd^ 
nitdte pronuncidnt:ncq;,ut funt trin&difitmilitudmes no 
mmum y pcrfomrum differenttds tres effe : Lundm in his 
omnibus uocdrhdtq; m eius uocdmen reliquorum feriem 
codcerudtdm cffe cognommum. Quod fi cxplordttiyfi fi= 
ocum efl,dtq; itd fe cffe rei ueritM mojtrdt,cdjfum iterum 
nomen eSt Ccreris,cd(fum Didn&dtq; itd perducitur res 
c6yUt w iUdfrugu(ficut perhibetis ) inucntrix y uobis du 
cibut dtq; duttortbus nuUd fit:%x expolietur Apottoger* 
mdnd,qud, quondrn puris mfontibus dbluentem mebro* 
fum fordcs corniger iUe uendtor mfeexityC? poend curio 
fitdt ii inuenit, m ?hilofophit memorubiles fludio 2 dt$ 
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dd iftiu* nommis culmen uobis Uuddtoribus cleudti>uni- 
uerfxm iftdm molcm mudt,cuius omnes dmplcxibtis dm* 
bimurjegimur y dc fuftinemur> dninuxl ejfe unum, fxpics, 
rdtionabile,confultum probdbili dffeuerdtione dcfiniunt: 
quorum fi efl uerd sj-fixd certd fententidy etidm illi con 
imuo dcfinet dij cjfc,quos m eius portionibus paulo dtite 
immutdtvs nommibus conftitucbdtis. Vt enim homo unus 
nequit permdncntc fuicorporis intcgritdte in homincs 
multosfcindi:neq;homincsrurfus multitudinis iunttio* 
nis diffcrcntid coferudtd m unius fenfus fimplicitdtc con 
fldri:itd fi mundus unum eft animaUcr unius mcntis dgi 
tdtione motdtunnec in plurd poteft numind difiipdri,nec 
(fieius pdrticuU dijfunt)in unius dnimdntis confcicntix 
dm cogi p dtq; uerti.Lund,fol,tettus,£ther,dftrd, mcmbra 
funt,w mundipdrtesiquod fi pdrtes er mcbrd funt,dni 
tndlid utiq^fuinominis nonfuntneq; enim pdrtes hoc ip 
fum effe,quod totu eft,dliqud in re poffunt:duifibifdpe= 
re,fibi fentire,quod fine totius dntmdntis dffenfu nuttis 
proprijsdfficidture motibus:quocon&ituto,dc pofito y 
fummd omnis tttuc redit : ut neq; Sol deus fit, neq; Lund y 
neq; Aether y Tettus er coeterd. Suntenim pdrtes mundi y 
non fyecidlid numinum nomind : dtq; itd perficitur, om* 
nid uobis turbdntibus mifcentibusq; diuind, ut in rerum 
ndturd unus Deus conftitudtur mundus explofis omnibus 
c<tteris:quinimmo indnitcr y udcue ? er fine uttd fubftdntid 
conftitutis. Si totidem nos modisjotidcq; fententijs dco* 
rum ue&rorum fubrueremus fidcm,nuttieffet dubium* 
quin ird er *dbie concitdti, ignes y ferM y wglddios, dtq; 
dia poftukretis fupplicioruminnos gencru, quibusft* 
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tim foletis ucftrdm noftrifiinguinis dppetitioe proluere. 
Cum ucro pcr uos ipfos prope omnis gens nummum fub 
oftentdtione toUdturingenioru dtq; dottrin£,dudetis 
tendere noftri nominis cdufd rcs humdnds ab dijs premi: 
cum quiddm((i uerum e& effe itlos uft>idm,dtq ; incdlefce 
re irrum fUmmis)nibil hdbeit iuftius, propter quod in 
uos ficuiit,qudm quod eos negdtis fiubfifkre,neq; uUd effc 
ht pdrte ndtur<c. Mufiu Mndfieds cjl duttorfilids effe tcl 
luris er codi:\ouis c£tcripr<edicdnt ex Memoriduxore, 
uel mcntc:h<M quiddm uirgincs.dlij mdtrcs fuiffic confcri 
but. Libet cnm idm pducis etil iUdt pdrtes dttvngere,qui 
busdlwaliud edde de re dicerc opinionu diuerfitdte mo* 
ftrdmini. Fphorus hdt igitur nuero effc tris cffert:Mnd* 
fcds quem diximus,qudtuor:Myrtilws inducit ficpte : otto 
dfficuerdt Crdtes:dd cxtremu Hefiodus noucm cu nommi 
busprodity dijsccelum cr fiyderd locupletdns. NififdUi* 
mur> iftd dtfficnfio nihil ficientiu-ucrum cftjion db rei uc* 
ritdte defcendens.Wdm fix liquido ficirctur, quid fit, undni 
inis uox omnium,o- in eiufdem fiententitfinem cuntto* 
rum pergeret er coueniret dffienfio.Quonam modo igi* 
tur rcligionis potcftis integrarc uim plcnd,cum circd ip* 
fos erretis deosfdut dd uencrdbilcs inuitdrc nos cultus,cu 
nihil nos ccrti de ipfiorum numinu comprchcnfione do= 
ccdtisfvt enim de medijs coticeficdmus duttoribus, aut il 
lc primut erddit dtq ; intcrficit fex diuds mufi is,fi effie iU 
Ids conftdt nouem:dut i&e ultimus er cxtremusfiex dppo 
nit 9 (ju£ nuU£ funtjnlus fiolis in ueritdte coftdntibus : ut 
ncq;ficiri pofiit>dutcdprchcndu qu^ndm debcdntdddi* 
qu£dcmi,& 'mpericuludeducdtur rcligiois ipfiut fufcc 
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pthydut id quod non eft colenSydut quodfit fortaffe pr<e 
teriens. NoucfileiSyPifo deos effecredit nouem m Sabinis 
dpud Trebiam conStitutosihos Granius mufas putdt y con 
fenfum dccommoddns Aclto:nouendriu numerum trddit 
Vdrroyquod m moucndis rcbus potentifiimus femper h<t 
bedtur er maximuSynouitatu Cornificiws pr<efides,du6d 
curdntibwhis omnid nouitdte tnteqfcntur, er confient: 
deos noucm Mdnilius.quibus folis luppiter poteState id* 
ciendifuipcrmiferitfulmmis.Cmcius numina peregrint 
nouitdte ex ipfx dppeUdtd pronunciatmam folere Koma 
ttos deos omncs urbium fuperataru partim priudtim per 
familias ft>drgcre,partimpublice confccrdrc. dcnealU 
quiddcorumultitudinc dut ignordntid prttcriretur, bre 
uitatis er copendij cauft uno pdritcr nomine cuttos No 
uenfilcs inuocdrt.Suntpr£tercdnonnu1li,quiex homini 
bus diuos fattos hdc pr<edicat appcllationefigndriyUt e§t 

Hercules,RomuliiSyAcfculdpiiis,Ltber,Acneds.Scnteti£ 
(ut apparet)diuerfie funt h<e omncs.neck fieri per rerum 
naturam potcftyUt qui opmionibus diffcruntyUcritatis u* 
nimhabeantur audores. SienimPifonisfcntentid uerdi 
eji,AcliM er Grdnius mentiunturfi quod diciturabhis 
certum cft y peritifiimM errat Vdrro,qui rcbus in fubftdn 
tid confiitutis inanifimds fubdit er rcs caffiu. Si nouen<t 
rius numerus cognomcn Nouenfilium ducit, Cornificius 
balare conuincitur,qui nouitati pr<rfidentibus diuis alie* 
m potcntU uimdonat. Quodfl opmio Cornificij uera 
€§t y imprudens Cmcius inuenitur , qui urbium uiddrum 
deos potc&dte afficit Nouenfilium numinum. Quod fi hi 
funt, quos Cincius pwdicdt> Mtnilius dicere reperictur 
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fdlfum y qui dlieni fulminis ixculdtores fub ifiius uocumU 
nis dppcUdtione concludit. Qupdftcxpbrdtu er uerum 
c£t id quod Mdnilius dutumdt y in errore funt hi mdximo, 
qui honoribus diuinis duttos, confecrdtosq; mortalcs ob 
ttouitdtem honoris exiftimdnt nuncupdri. Qupd fx Noue 
files hifunt y qui meruerunt dd fyderd fublcudriy pojlqui 
funtuit£mortdlitdte dcfundi 9 nulliprorfus Noucnjiles 
dij funt. Vt enim feruiymilitesymdgiftri non funt pcrfond 
rum fubidccntium nomindyfcdofjiaorumyconditionuyw 
munerumitd cum Nouenfiles dicimus cffc nomcn corum 
qui cx hominibus mcruerunt dij cffcmmfcjlu ^ prom 
ptum cfi non perfonM fyecidliter definitdtyfed nouitdtem 
ipfdm cognomine Nouenfiliu nuncupdri. kigidius Pena 
tes dcos Neptunu effe dtch ApoUincm prodidit y qui quon 
ddmmumurbcmllium conditionc ddiunfld cinxerunt. 
idcm rurfus in libro fcxto exponit dechno difciplind* 
ethrufcds fequenSygcnerd effc Pcndtium qudtuor y %r effe 
louis cx hi/s dliosydlios Ncptuniy infcrorum tcrtios y mor^ 
tdlium hominu qudrtosyinexpliubile ncfcio quid diccs. 
C<efius er ipfe dffequcns Fortundm drbitrdtur y w Cere* 
rcmyGcnium louidlcmydc Pdlcm y fed non iUdm focminiy 
qudm uulgdritds dccipit y fcd mdfculinincfcio quemgcnc= 
ris mimflrum louisydc uiUicii. Vdrroy quifunt introrfus, 
<ttq; in intimis pcnctrAibus cocli dcos cffe ccnfct y quos lo= 
quimur y ncccorum numcrum y necnomind fcirL Hos con* 
fentesy cr complices Ethrufci diunt y er nomindnt y quod 
und oruntur y w occiddnt unkifcx mdres y %r totidcmfcc 
minds nominibus ignotis y cr ijs mtiois k rhirifiim£:fcd 
eos fummi louis cofilidrios y dc principes cxiAimxri. Ncc 

defucrunt 
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dcfuerunt qui fcriberent louem,Iunone,dc Minerud> dc* 
os pendtes exiflcrefine quibus uiuere,dc fxpere nequed* 
mus:fed qui pcnitus nos rcgdntrdtionc,calorc,dc fytritu. 
Vt uidctis>w hic qtwq; mbil contincns dicitur>mhil und 
pronucUttonc fimtunncc cfl dliquidfidum>quo inftfiere 
mens pofitt ucritdtifuae proximi fuftttione coijciens. lt<t 
enim Ublt fcntentije, dlteruq; opinio db dlterd conutUU 
tunut dut nihil cx omnibus ueru ftf.dutfidb dliquo dici= 
tur,tot rerum diucrfttdtibus nefcidtur. Poffumusfi uide* 
tur,fummdtim dliquid ct de Ldribus dicere> quos drbitra 
tur uulgus uicoru dtq; itineru dcos cffe,cx eo quod gr&ci 
uicos cognomitut Uuras. in diuerfts Nigidiusfcriptis mo 
do tcttorum domuuq; cuftodcs>modo curctds illos qui oc 
cultajfcpcrhibcntur louis <ertbus dliquddo ttdgitum, indi 
getcs S<xmotbrdcios,quos quinq; indtcdnt graeci id<eos da 
ttylos nuncupdrL Vdrro fimilitcr h(cfiUs,nunc cffc tUo% 
MMies,ty idco Mdtiidm mdtre effe cognomindtd Ldrii: 
nunc dcrios rurfus deos,& hcroaspronuncidt dppcUdri: 
nunc dntiquoru fcntcntittt fcques Uruds cffe dicit Ldres, 
qudfi quofdagenios defunttom dttimis mortuoru. \nfini 
tu cfl immcnfum ftccies irc pcr fingulds,dtq; ipjis f** 
cere promptu Ubris,nuUum effe k uobis dcu,neq; exifti* 
mdtum,nec[; crcditum : de quo dmbiguds, dtfcrepdntcscf; 
fentctids opinionu miUcudrietdtib. nonpropferitis.Sed 
brcuitdtiswfdftidijcdufd fdtish<ec eftdixifjfe^qiKedi^ 
ttd funUz? efl operofum nimis codcerudre in unu mu\ta y 
cum ex uno er ex dltcro mdnifeftu fidt et pdtedt y kbdrc 
nec quicqui uos certi de his rebus quds dfferitis dicertmi 
fifbrte dicei^etiafi pfondlitcr ignoramuhq funt L*re% 
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qui Nouenfiles>qui pendtes>effe iUos Umc confenjlo ipft 
uindicdt duttorum,&' m numeris ccclitu forml fui gcne 
ris obtincre.B qucmddmodum poterit dn fit dcus aliquis 
fctriyfi ignordbitur cr nefcietur quid fit f <iut poftuldtio 
ipfd bcncficioru uderefi explordtum non erit> non cer* 
tum>quis dd quxnq- debedt confultdtione uocdrif Omnis 
cnim>quiqu*ritdlicuius numinis impctrdre rejponfum, 
debct ncceffdrio fcire cuifupplicet>quem imploret>d quo 
rebus duxtlid er ncccfiitdtibus cxpofcdt humdnisimxxU 
me cum uos ipfi>o- non omnes omnid deos poffe pr&ftd* 
rc>w difiimilibus ritibus finguloru dnimos rcfcrdtis of= 
fenfionesq; pldcdri. Etemm fi hic dtrdm>iUc dlbdm dcfxde 
rdt pcUe>huic cdpite ueldto> iUi fdcrificdndu cfl nudo> dc 
mdtrimonifs iUe confulitur,hic mcdclds incomoditdtibus 
pr£fldt,mtercjfc non potcfl nihihdn fit iUe noucfilis> dn 
iUc>cum ignordtio rcru> cr perfondru confufio deos of= 
fcnddt,cogdt cr neceffdrio pidculum ccntrdhif Yinge f= 
mm mc ipfum incommoditdtis alicuius cr dcchudi peri 
culi cdufd horii cuipidm numinumfupplicdre diccntc> dd 
cftcy dde&ote dij Pendtcs> tu ApoUo, tufy Ncptune> om* 
nidq; h£c mdld> quibus uror>tcrreor>ucxor>ue)tri numU 
nis dberuncdte claJicntidicritnc fi>es altqud refercndje db 
bis opis>fi &res>Vdlcs>Yortund>\ouidis dut Genius, non 
Hcptunus cr ApoUo Pcnutcs dij cruntfdut fi curctds pro 
Idribus inuocdro, quos indigctcs fitmothrdcios pdrs ue* 
firorum dffeucrdt duttorum>quemddmodu hispotero du 
xilidtoribus cr propitijs uti,cum ncq^ his fux, cr dlicnd 
iUis impofuero cognomindfvfq;ddeo res exigit propria 
tkn deos fcire,ncc mhigere^nec dubitdrc dfuniuscuiuf j; 
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uhnomincyUt fldlienis ritibus er appetldticnibus fuerint 
inuouti, er wrcs hdbcdnt &ruttds, er pidculis nos tc* 
ncdnt inexpUl:l6us obligdtos. Qutrefi uolis liquet, m 
fublimibuspdLtijscali hdbitdrc>cofiftere multitudinem 
i)Um 9 qtwn cnumcrdtis dcorumjn unius proloquij finU 
ius couenit uos ftdretnec per udrids diftrdttos,repugndt$ 
tcsq; fcntentids fidan ipfis rebut,qudsftruitis 7 dcrogdre^ 
Si Unus cftjdnus fitfi Libcr cft y Libcr fitifi Summdnus, 
Summdnus fithoc eft cnim confidere, hoc tencrc 7 cxplo* 
rdte in rei cognitionc defigi 7 no morc c&coru dtq^ errdtt 
tium dicere 7 Nouenfiles Llufiefunt, Trebictni quinimmo 
dijfunt, immo nouendrius numerus 7 fubuerfdrum potiut 
urbium prtfides, er m id periculum ducere res tdntds,ut 
dum dlios toUiiis,<zr reponitis dlios,pofiit iurc de cuttis 9 
tn fint utlu m pdrtc 7 dubitdrL 

ARNOBII DISPV- 

Mionum dduerfus Gentet 
L&er qudrtus* 

NTERROGARE Uoslibct 7 U 
pfosq; dntcomnid Komdnos dominos rerH 
dc pri/ncipcSy utrumnc cxiflimctis pictdte* 
coneordidm>fdlute 7 honorem 7 uirtutem>fe* 
licitdtcm, ctterdcfc huiufmodi nomind, quibus drds uide* 
tnus k uobis cu mdgnificis ex£dificdtds dclubris 7 uim hd* 
here diuindm 7 codiq; m regionibus dcgerefdn itdut dffo 
iet dici cdufd, ex eo 7 quod optdmus cr uolumus bond i&4 
ttobis contingereyfuperorum rctulcritis in cenfumt NdM 
fi uerbt exiftimuntcs htc caffx^ nuUius fubjimtue no* 
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tnjn<Mhwttfff tam? i« regionib. cofecratis.crit uobis uidc 
dum utrumne iftud puerile fit ludicru y an uefiroru <xd nu* 
minumddufioncjf>cftans,quibusco<equatis er adiungU 
tis manmfigmenta uerboru f Sin aute ex animi ccrtiore 
fententia deos effe & h<ec ratijeplis & puluinaribus ho 
ttorafiis,'wfatiam nofiram ut doceatis oramus, uiftoria, 
pax,<£quitas,wc<ttera qu<e'm fuperiorib.difta funt,qua 
nam ratioc,qua uia mteUigi poffunt dij effe y atq; adfupc 
roru concilium pertinerefNos enim(nifi fortc comunem 
toUttis nobis atq; eripitis fenfum)nihil horu fcntimus et 
cernimus habere uim numinis:neq; in aliqua cotinerifui 
zeneris formafcdcffe uirtute uiri ? falutcmfalui,honore 
bonorati, uiftoris uiftoria, concordis cocordiam,pieta* 
tem pij> memo-ia mcmorisifcliciter uero uiuentis ac fine 
uUis offcnfionibusfelicitatc. Quod u nobis uerifiime dici 
ex cotrarijs proptum efi oppofitiotbus nofcitarejnfilici 
tate,difcordia,obliuioc, i/niquitatcjmpietatc> ignauia pe 
floris,etualctudinecorporisminusfiufia. Vtcnim h*c 
dccidutyhominu qu<t funt poflta m aftionibus affeftibus 
fbrtuitiSy ita quodillis aducrfum cx qualitatib.benignio* 
ribus nominatur, in alijs neceffc efi hdtreat^ex quibus ita 
formatis figuratio ifia coccpta cfl nominu. Na $ nobis ca 
teruas ignotoru aliks inducitis dcoru,exiftitnare ho pof* 
fumuiyUtrumne ifiud ferio,atq; ex rci coperU faciatis fi 
dc:an fiftionib.ludentcs cafiis mgcniorulafciuiatis luxu. 
Quod abicftis mfanttl. pcpcit lupa non mitis ,Lupcrca, 
inquitydea eft auftore appcUata Yarronc. Ex reru ergo 
proucntu,non ex ui natur<e dea ijta cfl proditaf er poftcf 
feros morfus imimnis prohibuit bclluJ, w ipfx effe hoc 
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eccpit^ ipfiusnominis pgnificantiam traxitfautfifuit 
ixmdududea,prius qium Komulws nafcerctur wfrater: 
cuius fuerit nomvnis atq; appeUationiscxpromite. Pr<e* 
jtana eft(ut perhibetis ) ditta, q, Qumnus in iaculi mifis 
fionc cunftoru pr<eftiterit uiribus : er quod Tito Tatio, 
cdpitolinumutcapiatcoUem,uiam pxndereatcfc aperire 
permiffum e(l:dea Panda eft appettata,uel Patica. Et htc 
ergonunqua fuerant numina:&- nifiRomulustcnuijfet 
telitraiettioe paUtiu,niq;Tarpcixm ruperexSabinus 
potuijfet accipercnutta effet Vantica, nuUa Prtftana! Et 
fizrhat dicitis ante fui caufam fuiffe cognominis, quod> 
m priore qutfitum cft capitc, cuius er hx fuerint uoca* 
trimis indicate.Vcttcndorum hoftium dca potensPcUonu 
eft:quorunam(nifi moleftum eji)edite. cofligunt partes* 
dtq ; interfecominmarmorucoUationedecernut: ethsc 
iUi cji pars hojtis,et iUa huic hoftUis:quos ergo PeUonix, 
cu hmc cr mde pugnabitur, pettet,aut in gratiam cocef* 
furacftquorumfcu utriq; debeatpartifuinominis uires y 
offkiuq^ prtjhre. Quod fi utrincfc feccrit,id cft partibu* 
fiutriftfc fauorem acfuffragiu commodxrit, nominis fui 
uimperdet,quodpartis uniusimpulfioncformxtum est. 
Nififorte dicetis,Komanoru tantum eft dca h<tc,& cunt 
folis Quiritibusfacicns gratiofis fempcr opitulationibus 
pr&fto eft.efje quide hoc ita,quod nominifauemut, opta 
mus:at qutftionem no exigua rcs habct. Quid enim Ro* 
mani deos pofiident peculiares,qui aliarumgcntium non 
fintfer quemadmodum poterunt dij cffe,fi no omnibus % 
quxubifyfunt gentes^quaiilitatefui numinis exhibc* 
buntf®- vbi qu&fo iamdudu PeUonia h*c fuit, cum apui 
c ' h z furadcs 
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furculdt CdUdinM decm publicu fubiugdtum eftfcu dpui 
Thrdfimcnum Ucumfdngumei cucurrere torrentesfcum 
Diomcdis cdmpi Kotmnis cddaueribut dggerdtifuntf cu 
wffle alid uulnerd prdioru mnumeris dcceptd funt cladi 
tjwsfdormiebdt, ftcrtebdt, dut quod uilid facere confuetd 
funt cdpitdjn hofiilid cdfbrd defugerdtfDij Uui,et Uut % 
fxnihrdru tdntum regionu funt pr<tfides,cr inimici pdr 
tiumdcxtcrdru. Qupdqudndiflud rdtionedicdtur y quo 
ue dnimifenfijicq; ipfi nos dffequimur,nec d uobis co«« 
fidimut poffe m dliquZ luccm comunis mtcUigeti<£ perdu 
ci. Idm primu enim mudut ipfe per fe fibi necfr dcxterM* 
tic% l<eudS,ne<kfupcrtoregiones,neq; imdsjieq; dnticdi 
hdbct,ne<£ pofticds. Qyicquid cnim tercs eft, dtq ; ex om 
ni pdrte rotunditdtis folid<e conuexione coclufum:nuUum 
hdbet initium,nuUum fincm:ubi finis,w initium nuUum 
efl,cffedliqud portio fui nominis,0' initium non potcft* 
ltd% cum dicimus dexterd h<zc regio cft^o 1 SU Uudmon 
ad mundi hdbitu dicimus quifui fimitimM totus e§t,fed 
<td pofitionem noftrdm,fitumc^ reuocdmut : qui mformx 
tificfumus,ut dlid dcxtcrd,dlid m nos dicdtur effe kud: 
qu<e tdme h<tc ipfd qux teud dppcUdmus,ct dexterd dlid> 
in nobU nihil hdbct perpetuu,mhil fixum:fcd prout nos 
cdfusydtq; cuctus coUocduerit tcmporis,itd nofiris fumut 
d> Utcribus figurdtiones. Si orientc folcm rcfacxero, cdr 
do mihifrigoris,?? Septetriofit Uiwm que fi ord trd* 
duxero,eritmihifinifier Occdfus, quidb fole poftergd* 
tteushdbcbitur.^Rurfuiuero fiiecero pldgdmmoccidua 
lumind,uocdbulum finiftri Aufter,w mcridics trdhetm 
qumfime pdrtem neccjfdrid teporis circumegeritrdm 
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tioyfit ut oriens Uuus immutdtd corporis conuerfione dim 
cdtur. qua ex re poterit fdcillime recognofci, neq; Um 
mturd effe u1ld,fed pofuionis w temporiSy et prout no* 
flri corporis habuerit fe fitus rerum dd circumfldntid col 
loctfus. Qupd cwn itd fe hdbedt y qudHdm rdtione>quo pd 
&o finijirdrum pdrtium dij erunt,cum cdfdem conftiterit 
regioes modo dexterdi fieri,modo Uudsf Aut quid dcxtc 
r<e meruerunt de immortdlib.dijs pdrtes>utfinc ullis pr& 0 
fidibus degeret,quds effefduftds,w profpcris femper m 
cmmibus edideruntfLdtcrdnus(ut dicttis) dctis e&foco* 
rum,%r Gcnius,ddduttusq; hocnomine^quodexUtercu 
Us crudis db homlnihis cdminoru iftud cx£dificeturge 
nus. QuidergofidrgiUdydut mdteridfuerint qudcunq; 
dlidfdbricdtifocifGeniosnon hdbebutfo-db officio tiu 
tcU(quifquis i&eeSt Ldtcrdnus)dbfcedet,qu6dregni fui 
pofjefiio non lutck conftruttd c(l fvrmisfEt quid(qu/fo) 
utfdcidtyprtfiddtumfocoru dcus ifle fortitus cftf Pcr hu 
ntdnigeneris coquinds curritjnfyicies explords quU 
busndm lignoru gencrib. fuis drdor in foculis excitcturt 
bdlitudmem fittilibus cotribuit udfcutis,ne fldtnmdruni 
difiilidnt ui uittd:curdt ut dd fenfum pdktifuis cu iucun* 
iitdtibus uenidntrerum mcorruptdru fdporcs,et an ritc 
pulmentd conditd fint,pr£gulidtoris fungitur,dtq; cxpt 
ritur officio. \tk ne ifiud nonfcedum,quinimmo(ut uerw 
dixerim)non cotumcliofum,non impium>ddhoc tdntum 
mducere deorum ncfcio quds fittioncsfno qus dignis ho 
noribusprofequdre,fcdquds rebus turpibus^ mfxmi 
prtficidSdttionif&idmne militdris Venus cdflrcfib.fU* 
grti/y prtfidct&pHcrom itupmfEtUmnc Perfkd und 

k I cfl 
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cfl e populo nunimu, qu£ obfcands ittdt cr luteds uolu* 
ptdtcs ad cxitum pcrjicit dulccdine inoffcnfd procedercf 
EtidmnePertundd,qu£ incubiculis pr*fiocft,uirgmd* 
lcm fcrobem cffodicntibm nuritisfEtimne Mutunws,ctt 
ius immdnib. pudcndis,horrentiq;fdfcmo,uefirds mequi 
tdrc mdtrond4,(y duffncdbilc ducitis,w optdtisf Quod 
fi mmime uos ddmouent dd intclledum ueritdtk res ipfei 
• ncc ex ipfis fxltan poteflis nomimbus nofcerc indnifii* 
vue fuperftitionis figmentd k<ec cffcer fdlforu imdgm* 
tioncs dcorumfPutdtiombM drboru Putd('mquitis)pr<£* 
fio cR,rebuspctendis Petd:Dcus ncmorum Nemejirinus 
' efi:PdtcUdnd numen e#>CT Pdtcttd, cx quibut und efl pA 
tcfdftiSypdtcfdcicndiirebMdlterd pr<efiitutd:Hodutis di 
citur dcus,quid dd nodos paductt res fatdt.et qu& pr<ecfi 
frugibm fcrcndis,Noduterenfis:db crroribut uidrum dea 
Vibilid Ubcrdt : in tutcld funt Orbon<e orbdti liberis pd* 
rentes,m N*ni<e,quibus cxtirmd tcmpord. Ndm qu<edu 
tdt & foliddt infdntibus pdruis offd,OfliUgo ipfd memo 
rdtur.Mcttonid dcd efi pottcns potcnsq y - in apibus, mettis 
curdns cufiodiensq,- dulcedincm:Duitc(6 qu<efo ut itd uo 
li$ propiti* fiuednt,Pctd,Putd,Pdtetta)fi omnino no efi 
fent dpes utt<e m terris, dut fi exos bumdnum, uclut qui* 
dam uermiculi ndfceremur,dedMcttonidnoneffct:dnt 
Ofiildgo foliddtrix ofiium,nomen proprium no hdberetf 
Etenim qu<ero,cr rogito,utrunine uobis uidedntur dntU 
quiorcs dij effe nttwrd, ttmpore, uetuSidte, dn hommcs y 
dndpcs,fruges,uirpdtd,i^ ctterdfDuibitdbit hommum 
ncmo,qum mnumcris dicatis dcos <etdtibus,feadis, cun^ 
6a qutcuncfc funt Mcire. Qupd fi hdbct fc itd x quifieri 
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per rcrum ndturm potc&,ut ex rebus poflea procredtis 
dccipcret nomint cd,qu£ funt priora teporibu* f dut tutc 
Ids fortiretur eurum dij reru,qu<e nondum effcnt gcnitoe, 
Cr vn ufum mortdlib.dttributefAn nuquid umdudu jlne 
nomimbus dijerant,vr pofiq rcs ndfci,terrisq^ vneffe ccc 
perut, his i uobis dignati funt fignis dtq* dppeUdtiomb. 
nueupdrifEt unde fcire potuijhs qu£ nomindfingulis m* 
deretisy cum effc tUos ignordretis omnino,dUt incffc po* 
tentids bis certdsxu cffct uobis fimilitcr ncfciii, quisnm 
eorum quid poffet,&- cui rci deberet pro fui numinis pj 
te&dte prtponi. Quid ergoOnquitis ) hot deos nufqudm 
ejfegentiuiudicdtiSyCr jilfis opindtionibut conflitutosf 
Nort tfiud nos foli,fcd ucritds ipfx dicit, gr rdtio : er ille 
comunis,qui efi cunttis in mortdlibusfenfus. Quis cfl c* 
nim qui crcddt efjc dcos Lucrios,w lucroru cofccutionU 
but pr<eftdere,cu cx turpibus cdufis frequetifiime ueniat, 
CT dliorum femper ex dfyendijs cojlent f Quis Libcntix 
ndm,qui<s Liburnum libidinum fupcrcffe tutclis, quds iu* 
bct fdpictid fugere,w quds mille per fpecics propudioft 
expetit er cxercct obfcoenitds f Quis Limcntinum,quis 
Limdmcuftodidmliminum gerere, er idnitorum officit 
fuftmerc : cumfdnorum quvtidie uidcmus, er priudtd* 
rum domoru conueUi cr fubruimcc finc his cffc fitgitic* 
fosddlupdndrid commcdtus f Quis curdtorcs obliquitu* 
tum Limosfqui Sdturnu pr&fidem fdtionvsf quis lAonti* 
num montiufquis fegnium Nlurcidm f quis dd cxtremum 
dcdm Pccunidm effe credat, qudm uclut mdximu numett 
■ ue&r* indicdnt Uter<e dondre dnnulos dureos, bcd in lu= 
dii dtq; in feeftMulis priord, honoru [upgcflus fummos, 
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tmplitudincmigijbrdtuttO' quod mdxime p/gn dment, 
fecuru per cputtntidt ociu. Qnidfi hdbcrent infedibm 
fuos proprios prtfides, offt, mcUd> cr Umind, crterdcf; 
dlid, qut uel curfim perflrinximM,ucl nimictdtis no dt* 
tigimus tedioflicet confimilirationc mille dlios dcosin* 
ducere,quircbus imiimcris dcbeantfudmcurdm,cuflo* 
dUmty pr<ebere.Cur cnim dcus prsfit mcUiuni tantum* 
tnodo 3 non pr<efitcucurbitis,rdpis,no cuniU, mfturtio* 
noficis,bctis>cdulibusfCur foU mcrucrinJt offit tutcUm> 
non meruerint ungues,pili,c<et&dq; dlUlocispofitdin 
cbfcuris,w uerecundiorib. partibusfw funt cdfibus ob* 
noxid plurimiStZr curdm mdgis dcoruMigcntiiq^ defi 
derdnt. Autficrhds dicitis partes fuis dgere fub tutcUri 
hm diuiSyincipient totidan dij effe 9 quot resfuntwcc cx* 
plicdbitur rdtio>cur no rebus omnibus diulM prd:fidednt 
cur£. Si certdt res cjfe,quibus pr&fint nummd er prouU 
dednt,dixeritis:quii dicitis 6 pdtrcs notidru rcligionum, 
qui potcfidtu obfccene k nobis dcos uioUri,w negligift 
crdege cUmitdtis,quiritdminiq; contcmni Ldrcm GeniZ 
focorum,Limentinu prafidcm liminu,Pcrtunddm,Perfi 
cdm&odutcrenfemfw qnid no fuppliccs Mutuno pro* 
cumbimus dtq ; Tutuno,dd interitu res Upfds,dtq; ipfum 
dicitis munduleges fuds er conftitutd mutdffef Atquin ui 
dete>p ft>icite,ne dum tdlU cofingitis monfvrdMUq; mo 
limini,deos offenderitis certifiimos (fi modo funt uUhji 
ifim nomims meredntur fiftinere dtq; hdbere fdjligiu) 
ncc propter dlidm cdufdm nuU ifld,qu<e dicitis,fcrucdt> 
er quottdUnti dccefiionibus inolefcdnt. Curcrgo,euo« 
bis fortdfjk dliquis dixcrit ? cffefdfos iftos deos cotendis. 
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/I tnuocdt i <tb hdrufricibus pdrent, er fuis dcciti notnhti 
bus ueniunt,z? fidclia rcddut refyonfd quaretibusf pofc 
fummobtmerefdlfum effc quod dicitur,uel quodfuperjH 
tionibus plenifiimd res tota efl : uel quodmultds quotidie 
prtdiftionu uidcmut,dut dliter cddere,dut m contrarios 
exitusfiufirdtd expeftatione torqucri. Sedfint (ut dffcri 
tis)uera:nunqudm tdmen fdcietis fidem mttonidm (uer 
bi cdufd)uel Limentinum mfcrere fe fibris,cr dd rerum* 
quas qu<eritis,fignificdntids dptdre. Nunquid ittorumdi 
quundo uidiflis os,hdbitu,fdcicmfdut eadcm h<ec poffunt 
bi pulmonibutydut iecufculis cofticifKonne dccidere, fit 
ri(licet dfiu difiimuletis)potefl,ut dlter ,p dltero fubeat, 
fdttensyludcnsjecipicnsidtq; muocdti frecicm prtfidns! 
Si mdgi hdrufaicum fratres fuis m dftionibus memordnt 
Mithcosfiepiusobreperepro ucris:effe autehcs quofc 
ddm mdterijs ex crafiioribus ft>iritus,qui deos fe fingdnt* 
tiefcioscfc mendacijs er fimuldtionibus luddntxur ratio* 
tie non pari creddmws hic quoq^ fubijccre fe dlios pro eis 
qui non funt,ut cr ucftras cpindtiones firmct, er fibi ho 
fiias c<tdi dlicnis fub nominibus gdudcdntfaut fi fic dcci* 
pere reinouitdte renuitis,undcuobis efi fcire, dn fit unui 
dliquis,qui fuccedat pro omnibut quos muocatis, pdrtU 
lusq; fecunftis tocorudiuifionuq;fupponens,multorum 
uobis ftcciem diuoru pr&bedt er potefldtufQuifna ifte 
tfi unusfmterrogdbit. Forte poffumus ifium ueris dufto* 
ribus dicere:fed nenobisfide hdberenolitis,Aegyptios, 
PerfdS,\ndos,Chdldoccs, Armenios mtcrrogct,cmnesc£ 
ittos dlios,qui in kterioribus uiderut w cognouerut h#c 
trtibuAiidm profefto difcetis, quifnm fit deut ums 9 uel 
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fub co quiplurimi y qui deos fefingdnty cr humdnigcne* 
ris imprudcntii ludunt. idmdudum nos pudet dd eum lo= 
cu ucnircyin quo rifum tcncrc no poffunt non tdntu pucr 
cnfoer procdceSyUerumctium ferijydtq^ m mores tctricos 
dfteritdte durdtu Num cu d doftoribus omncs nofiris in- 
finudtti dccepcrimus ct trdditu, in dcclindtionibus dcoru 
plurutiuos numcros non cffc, q, cffent dij )hguli,ncc com 
munitcr ire per plurimos umufcuiufq; nominis proprie* 
tds quirctimmcmores uosfdftiy<&pucnUudifcipU:id* 
rum recorddtione fcpofitd* w coplures fubditis uocdbu* 
lis ijfdcm dcos,zr cum fitis dlius tn corum numero refbrU 
ftiorcs>multipliceseosrurfus cognominu focictdtc fecU 
ftis:qudm quidcmolim pdrte iudiaj dcrcs uirUdtc^ ingc* 
nio perfykdciytdm fctmone Italo explicuere y cwdm gr<e* 
co.Et darc nobis copcndium potuiffet res ijldfi no cr cdi 
quos uideremus literuru effe ifldru expertcs: er inftitn* 
tus d nobis fermo nos quoq; copetieret non mbd de his rc 
bus(qmmuis db illis fumptum, comemordtumcy) dcpro* 
mcre. Aiunt igitur Theologi ueflri>w uetufidtis dbfcodi 
t£ conditoreSytres m reru ndtura loues effeiex quibus u* 
nus dtthere flt pdtre progenitut, dlter ccelo : tertius uero 
Sdturnoydpud infiddmCretdm er fepulturt trdditus, er 
procrcdtws. Quvnq^ Solesygr Uiercurios quinq;:ex quU 
bus(utrefirunt)Solprimus \ouisfiliusdicitur> cr £tbe* 
ris hdbeturneposftcundus Ked Z7 Hyperione proditus 
genitoreitertius vukdno, no Lemnioyfed N/li quifuerit 
filius:quartus Idlyfi pdter, qucmRhodi pcpcrit heroicis 
:emporibus Achdnto:quintus Scytbici regis,zr uerfipeU 
& bdbeturCirusMMMcrcuriusprimw? quiin Profer 
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pvum diciturgcnitdlibMddhmnuiffe fubrc(lis,fupremi 
progenies cccli cfi. Sub terrd cfl dter, Trofonius qui cffe 
idftdtur:h\did tertius mdtre>& loue procrcdtm fcd ter* 
tio : qudrtus foboles N/7i efl,cuius nomen Aegyptiu gens 
borret er reuerctur expromere. Quintus Argi efl mter 
emptor,fugitiuus,dtq; exuU er proditor dpud Aegyptu 
literdrum. Scd er Mir.erut (inquiut)ficut Soles cr Mer 
curij,quwq; funV.cx quibus primd no uirgofed ex VuU 
cdno ApoUmis procrcdtrix.Nilidlterd prolcs,et qu<e ef* 
fe perhibetur Aegyptid Sdis. Sdturni tertid f/her qu£ u* 
fumexcogitduitdrmorumilouis qudrtd progenies y qudtn 
Meffenij Coryfdfidm nucupdnt : er qwe PdUdntc ocadit 
pdtrem,incefiorum dppetitore,cfi qumtd. Acne longim 
uidedtur>w nimni mmutum,ucUe cdpitd ire per finguldy 
duit ijdcm Thcologi qudtuor effe Vulcdnos,cr tres Dide 
ndtyAefculdpios totidc^ Dionyfos qnq;, tcr binos Hcr 
tules,vr qudtuor Veneresjru gcnerd Cajloru, totidcq; 
mufdrum.pmndtoriicupidinu tr/g^er quddrigds dpol 
Xmdriu nommum:quorU fimilitcrgcnitoresy fimiliter nut 
tres, locd quibws ndtifunty mdicdnt, er origmcm fingu* 
lorum fuiscum profapijs monflrdnt Quodfi uerum er 
certum c #,er ex rci cogniU dffcuerdtionc moniirdturi 
dut omnes dij non funt, quonidm plurcs fub codcm nomU 
ne quemddmodum dccepimM effe non peffunt : dut ft dlU 
quis ex his cfl, ignorabitur er nefaetur.quid fit cofimi* 
lium nominum confufionc ctcdtM. Atq^ itd per uos ipfos 
(quauis fieri nolitis)efficitur>ut h&efit religio conturbd* 
td : nequc hdbedt finem certum> m quem dirigere fe pof* 
fit, nuttis elufd dmbiguitntis erroribus. fmgite nos enim 

Uel 
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uel duftoriutc idoncx )ttotos,ucl uiolctu tcrroris ueftrii 
induxiffc in dmmum Mincrud( ucrbi cdufd) facris uobis 
folenmbus er ritu ucUc ddordrc uulgdto : rcs fi cum diuU 
ndtdppdrmiis^ggredimurcfcdris flmnutibusfud rcd 
derc con8itutd,M.ncru£ omncs dduolcnt,*c dc iftiut no 
mtnis poffcfiionc ccrtdntcs pofcdnt jibi fmgul* dppdrd* 
tum iUum fdcrorureddi:quidmmcdiofdcicmusnosdnU 
mdl tcnueyuelin pdrtcs quds potius pij muncris officix 
trdnsferemutfDicet cnimforjitdn primd iUd^Udm dixi 
mwjneum nomen c& Mincrwe,tum numen^qwe ApoUU 
n<mgenui,qu£Didndm,crexmeiuterifcetu coclum nu 
minibus duxho* deorum numeru multiplicduu immojn 
quiet quintdiMincrud tu fis,qwe mdritd, cr puorpcru to 
tics cdjtitdtis purx immmutd es fdnftitdtcfNone uides m 
Cdpitolijs omnibus uirgindleis effc jpccics Minerudrum, 
ncc nuptdrum his formdt db artificibus cunfti* (UrifDc* 
fiflc igitur nomc iuris tibi afcifcerc non tui. N<*m Miner 
udm me effc genitore ex PdJUnte procYedtdm* tcftis ow* 
nis cft poctdrum chorus^qui PdtUdem me nuncupdt, deri 
Udto d pdtre cognomine. Quid dicis (mquiet fccucU htc 
tudicns) crgone Mineruiu nomcntufers pdrricidd pctu 
Uns,cr ex mom mccSti contdmmdtione poUutd t.qu<t 
dum tc fucis>4tq; drtilut excolis meretricijSyCtidm pdtris 
m tcmentem furidlibus platZcupiditdtib. exciufli.Pcr* 
ge igitur>dliud tibi qwere fignu:ndm mcd res iftd efl,qui 
ttilus nutximws fluminu aquis gcnerduit exliquidis y er 
m uirgincos habitus roris cocretione conduxit. Qupd fi 
fdem mquiris fafti* Aegyptios cr ego tcftes cUbo, quo* 

mi^ihlmgu^dicor^kton^ Quid 
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deinde arbitramur forefdefiftetne criUuM tne rna fe di* 
cerCyCMCoryfafitnomene&yUcl exCoryfe matrisfi* 
gn-yucl quod ex uertice fummo \ouvs parmam fcrcns emi 
cuit^ttcfe armoru accmila terroribusfAut tUam qu£ ter* 
tia efiyccffuram paticntia nomen, cr no dittis tahbut ha 
bituramrationefui,zr primarZarrogantiam refutatu* 
ramfltane tu ctudcs maieflate tibi mei nominis ufurpare* 
qu&ex cocno er cxgurgitibus prodita* coagtdatacfc e lu 
mo fisfaut tibi tu alienam dignitate affumis,at<fr de uerti 
ccprocreatam mentiris te louiSyC? ratione teeffe morU 
Ubut ineptifiimis fuadesfex capiteconccptos filiospro* 
creatfaut,fiama qwegeflasprocudipoffunt er fcbrica* 
riytn uerticvs ipftuscauo officina jibrilis fuityincudesymal 
lei,fornaces,fottes>carbones->z? forficesfaut fi ucrum cji 
quodaffeueraSyrationc tc cffcydefiflc tibi nomen id,quod 
mcum cftjUindicare.nam quam dicis ratio,no e# jf>ccie$ 
ftuminis certOyfcd obfcuraru intcUigentia caufarii. Si er» 
go(ut diximu)officia nobis adeuntibus religiofaliiincr* 
U£ adfxnt qui/ncfc ac de huius nomink proprictatc rixan* 
tcsyfibi qu(eq; defidcrct aut thuris fuffimeta libariy aut ex 
patcris aurcis in feriam ut/nd defundiy quo difceptatore, 
quo iudicccontrouerfiastottemustantasfautquis qutfi* 
tor,quis arbiterceruiabut tantis erit y qui mter perfonat 
huiufmodiy aut uindicias iuflas dare y aut facramenta co* 
tietur pronunciare non iufk f nonne potius ibit domum* 
fefcq; abftinens ab ncgocijs talibus tutius effe arbitrabi* 
turnihilhorum contmgereyne aut uni dandoy quodomni 
um cftjnimicas cfficiatctterMyaut flultitit crimen mcut 
Utyfi id attribuat cuttis,qucd effeoportebat unius fVof* 
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fumus hxc cdde de Mercurijs 9 Solibus> imo de alijs omni* 
bus, quorum numcros tcnditis er multiplicatis , expro* 
mere. Sed fxtis eft ex uno rdtione in cttcm eandan cffc 
fcire : er neforteprolixitdt fdjlidium dudicntit pdridt, 
ceffdbimutirep fingukmcduuosdrguimus nimietdtis, 
loqudcitdtis immodic* fufcipidmut cr nos culpt. Quid 
dicitis 6 ifti,qui dd dcoru nos cultu mcmbrorum ldnidtib. % 
inuitdtis,er fufciperc nos cultu ucfirorum copeUitis nu* 
mimwifPoffumus difftcilcs no effcfi modo aliquid nobis 
dignum tanti nominis opmione moftrctur. oftcndite no 
bis Mercuriu,fed unum:ddte Liberum y fcd unum:uni Ve 
iicrcm,dtq;undm fimiliterDidndm.Ndm cffc ApoUincs 
qudtuor,dut trcs \oues,nunqua nobis fdcictis fidcm:ncc fi 
tcftcm ipfum citctis loue, dut Pytkium conjhtuxtis autto 
rcm. Sed exdiucrfo nefcio quis unde inquit fcimus,an ex 
plordta ct cognitd thcologi fcriptitdrint y tn ut uifum cft, 
eitq; fcditjibidinofdm cxtulcrintfidionc fnihil i&uddd 
cdufttmmec fcrmonis iftius in co cft rdtio coftttutd,utrum 
ne res itd fint,thcologoru ut indicant fcriptd,dn alitcr fc 
bdbeantyW multo dijfocidt£ difcriminc. nobis cnimfatis 
cft rebus dc publicatis loqui.ncq; qu&rere quid fit in ue* 
royfcd rcfutdrc,couinccre id,quod m mcdio pofitum cft, 
atq; opinatio coccpit humana. Scd fi mcddccs illi,uos,uc* 
ritus qu<e fit,cxponite,w irrcfutabilc apcritc fccrctum. 
Ut qui fieripotc cft rcmotis mdgiftcrijs UtcrdrumfQuid 
eft cnim quod dicidc immortdlibus dijs pofiit, quodnon 
exhominudcfcriptis ddhumdnas pcruencrit notioncsf 
PiUt quicquam uos ipfi dc iUoru ritibus potcftis, c&rimo* 
mjsifc ndrrarc,quod rcldtu in litcras no fit,sp fcrxptom 

com* 
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comrwtari/* publicatufaut fi poderis cxifiimatis nuUius 
b<ec effe,aboleantur omneslibri,quos de dijshabetis co= , 
po/tto* theologoru^pontificum,nonnulloruetiamphilo* 
fophitt deditoru:quinimmo potiw fingamus ab exordio 
mundi nt/Xu aliquando mortaliu mcminiffc de dijs quic* 
quam,experiri uolumut,w cupimus fcire,an mutire, dn 
hifcere deoru in mentione pofiitis,an cccipere eos mete, 
quos m animvs uefiris nuUw fcripti mformauerit notio. 
Cu uero nom'ma,vr potetias tUoru fuggcrentfo.uobis IU 
bris dddidiciffc uos cofletjniquti cjt detrdhere Itteris his 
fide,quarum ed qu<e dicitis tcfiimonio atq; aucloritate fir . 
mdtis. Nififorteh<ecfalfa, cr ca, quxauobis dicuntur* 
erut uerd. quo argumento,quo fignofCu enim hommes 
utrinq^ qui b<ec,w itld comwtatifunt,fucrint:ty de 
rebus incertis db utraq^fit difyutatu parte:arrogatts eft 
dicere id quod tibi placeat effe uwu.quod uero animu Le 
dit,idlibidmis er falfitatis argucrc. Perhumdnigeneris 
iurdydtty ipfiusmortalitatis cofortii,cu auditis er legi* 
tis,exil\o,at(hcx iUamatredcMiUecft proditus.nonne 
tnimi uefirijcnfm tagit humanu nefcio qd dici, et ex ter 
renigeneris humilitate ( pficifcesfAut cu effe arbitramim 
uos ita,folicitudinc cocipitis nuUa,ne offenfionis aliquid 
apudipfos(qcunq;funt)cotrahatis dcos.q, exturpicocu 
Utu crcditis,dtcfc ex fcmimiattu ignorata fibi ad luce be 
ttcficijf obfcoenitatis cxiffcfNos enim (ne quisforte exi* 
fiimet ignorare,nefcire,qd iftiw nommis couenUt digni 
tati)fanenatiuitatis exptes deos effe oportere cenfemus. 
fiiUt (i aliquos ortus habet,a dommo reru ac prmcipe,rx 
tioib t quMipfe nouit ? ipfos ducimus at$ exijtimamM effe 
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mif[o$,intmdcukto5,cdflifa^ qut ftt 

focditds ijld eoeundiyzr tto* #>* principdli pro 
credXione finitd. At ucro uos cotrk micfhtis mnemores 
& fublimitdtis tdnt^cM iUis ddiungitis ndtiuitdtcs, or* 
tusck eos dfcribitis,quos ingenijs Idutioribus homines er 
execrdtioni hdbcdnterhorrori. Ex Ope (inquitis)mdx 
tre,& exgenitdre Sdtumo y cum fuis eflndtus Diejfciter 
frdtribus. Vxores enim dij hdbent, dtc^ in coniugdlix foc 
dcrd conditionibus ucniunt dnte qutfitistufu firreo, co* 
emptionc,genidlis leftulifdcrdmentd conducuntt hdbcnt 
^ ft>erdtds,hdbent pdttdtjubent mterpofitis flipuldtioni* 
bus ftonfds t Et quid de ipfis coniunkionibus loquimurt 
qudndo er quofdd nuptidt celcbrdffe,cr fe&M hdbuiffe 
p-equentids dicitis,& lufiffc in his deMi^r quod pdrticU 
pcs fcfcenmorum non cffcnt,perturbdjfe dtfcordijs om* 
nid:& 'm hunumi in poflcrumgcnus cxitiorufeuiffe di 
fcrimmdtScd in cttcris forfitdn minus huius cluccdt tur 
pitudmis foeditM. Ergone itle reftor polhpdtcr deoru er 
bominuyfupercilio er nutu totum motdns er trcmcfkU 
ens calum>cx uiro concrctus <*r fccmind eflt Et nifi dm= 
bofexusmobfcocnds diffolueretur copuldtis corporibus 
uoluptdtcs 9 luppiter ille mdximus non cffct, er ufquc dd 
bos dies,vr rcgcm numind non hdbercnt, er coclum fine 
dommo SidrettEt quid loucm mirdmur cx focmin<e cffu* 
fum dittitdre uos dluo,qudndo duttorcs ucfbri cr nutricc 
bdbuiffc confcribut:et ex alieni ubcris dlimonix mox trd 
ditdtn retinuiffe uitdmtQuid dicitis 6 uiritErgpnc(itcm 
dicdm) tondns,fulgens,vrfulm\ndns,<«r nubild tcrribi* 

itd cvnduccnstfuxit fiuiu mmnumudgitum edidit>rc* 
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pfttfdtfyut flctum poneret ineptifiime trdttu y crepitdcU 
Us obticuit duditis:gr <td fomnos induttus ejl in motttfiU 
mis cunvs idcens><& uoctlus delinitus infrdttisf O dcorti 
dffertio religiofd:6 dmplitudms metuendjt uenerabilent 
moftrans dtcfc infinudns dignitdte. Siccincdpuduosqut 
fo fuperndru ndfcitur eminentid poteftdtu f his in lucent 
prodeunt generdtionibus dij ucftri,quibut dfini,porci,c<i 
ncs,quibus imtnundah<ec omnis coceptdtur er gignitur 
terrcndruproluuiesbeftidrufNec cotcntihos coitusgrd 
uitati dttribuiffe fdturnix,etidm ipfum regem mundifld* 
gitiofius liberos procredffendtumdtq; editu pr&dicdtis: 
Ex Hyperiond(mquitis)mdtre > ^' ex loue idcuUtore fut 
minifjbldureus er fidgrdntifiimus ndtus eft : ex hdtond 
&codeArquitenensDclM>&fyludru dgitdtrix DU4 
tid:ex Lcdd, er eode quibus gnece Diofcoris nomen eft: 
ex Alcmend er eodcm Hercules itte Thebdnut,que cUux 
pettisq; tutdtse funt:ex Semeld,dtq; ipfo, Ubcr, qui Bro* 
mius dicitur.ex ipfo rurfus^ Nldtd, Mercurius ore fd* 
xunduSiW gcfhtor dffdbtliu colubrdrum.Poteft uttdgra 
uior contumelid loui ueftro kifiighdut quicqud eft dltud* 
quod Lbefdttet,dut deftrudt dcoru principis duttoritd* 
tem y \ quod eum creditis uoluptdtibus dliquando libidino 
fisuittum y CT infoemineosdppctitusinflmmdti petto* 
ris incdluiffeferuorcfBtquidregi Sdturmo mdtrimonijs 
fucrdt cum dlienis reifNo ittifucrdt fittis \uno y nec feddrt 
impetum cupiditdtu m rcgmd poterdt nummu,cum nobi 
\itds edm comenddrct tdntd,fdcies,oris dignitdSy er ulnd 
tum niuei mdrmoreiq; cddoresf An uxore cotcntus hdud 
Itod,c5cubinis,pellicibus 9 dt<fc dmiculis dclettdtus impd* 
f I tkntwtl 
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ticntiam fum ff>argcbdt pdflim ( ut bacchdri ddolefcete* 
folct)falax deus, w cdnus cx mfimtti corporibMflaccc 
fccnttu uoluptdtu rcflttuebdt drdoremfQuid dicitis 6 tm 
pijyUclquude ucflrolouc opmionuconfingitis foeditd» 
tesfltd non ammaduertitis,non uidctis y cuiut cum notetis 
probrifcuim crimims conflitudtis auttorcmfuel qwem 
cum Ubcs flagitioru,qudntM codccructit mfamiMfAdli 
btdmc homincs pront,atq; dd uoluptatu bknditia natu* 
t£ tr.ftrmitdic procliucs y adulteriatamen legtbusuindi* 
cant y &- capitaltbus affictut cos pctnis,quos m alkna co* 
prchcnderint fccderdgcnults fclettuli expugnationeie 
cifjc. $ubfcfforts,<zr adulteri perfona cuitu cffet turpitu* 
dims,not£cutus,rcgu maximus ncfciebdt, er fpcculdtor 
iUc(utfam.t cfl)bcnc mcrv.oi u,acpcfiimc,quidnam dccc 
ret fcucllc rationibm pettoris non pcrfpictebat amifit.Et 
tolcrari forfitan maletra ttatio htc poffet,fi eum fdltcm 
pcrfoms coiungcretiscopartbus,ctddultcra uoUs tmmor 
taliucofKtuerciur dcaru. In humanis uero corpcrib. quid 
ttam qudcfo incrat pulchritudinis, quid dccoris, quod irri 
tarc,quodflcttcrcoculos poffct inde louisfcuteSyUifccrd, 
pitutta,atq; omnis tUa f pluuics intcftmoru fub inuolucris 
cojiituta:qua no modo Lyncctu iUe penctrabilidciepof* 
fit horrcfccre,uerumctia quiuis dltcr fola ucl cogitattonc 
uitare. O cgregia mcrces culpac, 6 dignd et prcciofa dulcc 
doyproptcr qua luppiter maximtts cygnut fieret, tdU 
rus,ct candidoru procrcator ouoru. Siaptreoculosmett 
tis,cr ucritate propriam intucrtfinc uUa uultis gratifi* 
cdttcncpriudtd>miferiaruomnwm caufas, qutbusgenus 
(ut dxcttn) iamdudu afflittatur humanum, buiufmodi 
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ttperietis opmdtionibus flucre, qudshubebdtis dntiqui* 
tus de dijs ueftris.gr qudsin mclius reformdrc ante ocu* 
tospofitd ueritatercnuijlis.Nam nosquide quidnamdd 
iUis dliquddo,dut incoueniens fenfimus,dut cbfcriptionU 
hus edidimus indccoris,ut in inuidu idcidtur nojtrd Uko 
res generishumdni,et comcditdtes,quibusuiuitur, immi 
nuttfNuquid d nobis dicitur,ut ciconus^ut pdlumbcs,cx 
loue effe progenitos qiiofdd deosfNuquid cx pcUgifyu* 
tnd,cr ex cccli genitdlibus dmputdtis cythere<e Veneris 
concretu codluiffe cdndorefTSiiquid pdrricidij cdufd uin* 
dum effe Sdturnu^ fuis dicbm tdntis uinculoru ponde 
ribus rclcudrifNuquid bcncficic curetu db interitu ferud 
tum louemfNuqutd expulijfe rcgno pdtrem, er dlicni itt 
ris imperiu uiolentid er fidude tcnuiffefNtiquidpulfunt 
* loue fenem Itdloru dciituiffemfiriibus^ q> tutus fuif* 
fet d filio y nomen Idtio impofuijfe pro munere f Nunquid 
inccjidsnuptidscumfororeiouem ipfumdicimus feaffe 
nosfdut imitdtu dd eius mcfdm pro fuiUis uifccribus prd 
lem nefcium Lycdonidm prdnfitdffefNuquid dltero cha 
dumptdedpud 'wfulmtemnufdbrilidop&d excrcuif* 
fe vulcdnumfNunquid cupidvnis dtq; dUdritU cdufd(fi* 
cut cdnit Bccotius PinddrUs) Acfculdpiu fulminis trdnsfi 
Xum cffe telofNunquid ApoUinem ditemfdttu,eos ipfo% 
rcges,quorHgdzif jucrdtlocuplctdtus er donis^dmbigui 
tdtefifiUifferefponfifNuquidfurem Mercuriu publicd* 
uimutfnum nos effe LdUcrnZ, dtq; cu hoc fmul frdudiK 
prtfiderefurtiuisfKilquid ex nobis Myrtilus efi duftoi% 
5 MdcdrifilidSMegdlconis dncfllulds i( pfitcturfiafft mu 
fefQjiis rcgc d cypridcuius nome Cynimcfl->ditdU me 
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retricuUm Venerem diuoru m numero cofccrdtdm, quis 
ex reiiquijs Pelopis copddum effe pdUddiu,prodxditf no 
uosfQuti SpdrtdnufuiffeMdrtem 3 none Epichdrmus <tu 
{tor ueflerfqs m Thrdcufinib.procredtu,no Sophoclet 
Atticus cuftis confentientibus tbedtrisf Qtttf mefibus in 
Arcddid tribus o* dece umftuf no M.cU fluminis filiust 
quis cicdncs db Cdribus,quis dbScythis dfinosimmold* 
rifnoprmcipdliter cum ctteris ApoUodorusfQuis dum 
genitdlibus mfultdt dlienis>h<efiffc in Uqueis imolutumf 
non comentdrij ue{lri,nonfc<£n£f Nunquid dliqudndo i 
ttobiscofcriptumeflmercendriX deos feruitute feruiffc, 
ut Herculem fordidi dmoris & pctuUntit cdufit , ut Ad* 
meto ApoUinem Delium y ut Ldomedonti troico louis frd* 
trem^ut cidcm fed cum pdtruo Pythiu,ut coniugdlid fccrc 
td mifcctibus Minerui lumbtis mini&rdmyQr luccrndru, 
modddtricefNonnc iUe uefler efl udtcs, qui Mdrte fccit 
Venerem mortdliu mdmbus uulnerdtosfNo ex uobti 
Pdnydfis unus efk>qui db Hercule ditcm pdtre, rcgini 
memordt fduckti effe \unonemfNon uirdgine db Orny* 
to c<cfdm,cruentdtdm,uexdtd,Polemonis ue&ri mdicdnt 
fcriptdfNo db Hippocoontis hberis ipfum Sofibius Her« 
culem crucidtu retuliffe pronucUt,fj tlldti uulneris, er 
dolorisfApud infuUm Cretdm fepulturt effcmdnddtum 
louem nobis editu trdditurf In Spxrtdnis er Ldced&no* 
nijsfinibusnosdicimuscoditosjn cunis codlitosfrdtrest 
Noifcr iUe eft <wftor,qui PdtroclesUuriusfcriptoru in 
titulis mdicdtur,qui tumulos memordt, rcliquUsq; Sdtur 
tiixs teUure m ficuU cont'merifCh<eroneus Plutdrchus no 
jtrdrum effepdrtiu comprobdtur,qui m octcis uerticibus 
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Herculem pofl morboru comitidliu ruinds diffolutum m 
cincrc prodiditf Rdm quid de ilto dmoribusdicm y quu 
bus infccmindsfdnttos incdluiffecocleftesyUeflris produ 
tum litrris, dtq^ dultorib. cotineturf Nunqtdd enim d no 
bis drgidtur rex mdris Amphitritdsjlippothods, Amy* 
mnM,MendlippMMcyonM,pcrfurioft cupiditdtis dt 
dorc cdfiimonit uirgmitdte priudffctNuquid ApoUo La 
tonius immdculdtus iUcyCdjtifiimus y dt(h purus,ArfinodS 9 
Chryfds,UypfipyldsM*rpcffds,Zcujtppds,& 
4s,Ddphnds,w Steropds,incofultipe(torisdppetijfefir 
uoribusfNuquidfencx SdturnusUmduduobfitus cdnis 9 
atq ; dnnoru uetujldte idmfrigidus,noflris cdrmmibus m 
dicdturdb uxore in ddulterio comprehenfus mduijfe fot 
mdmferi,zr fub pecoris fpeciehmnitAus euolduiffe i<u 
ftdtistiuppiter ipfe rex mudunbnne 4 uobis mfmis e& 
iffe permnumeras fipccies^ petuUntis dmoris jUmmZ 
fhrudilusobubrduiffefdlUc^ nobvs dliqudn 

do cofcriptus eSt libidmoft ut perficeretfurtdjnodo effe 
itz durum uerfus,modo m fdtyrum ludicrujn draconem 9 ( 
mdlitem/mtduruy wquod omniagencra cotumelidm 
trdnfilidt, m formicuUm pdruuUm, ut Clitoris uidelicet 
filid Myrmidonis reddcret dpud Theffdlos mdtref Quis 
iUum m Alcmend noucm no£libus fecit peruigildffe conti 
nuisfnon uos f Quis m dmoribus defidem dereli£td codi 
ftdtione Ucuiffcfnon uostEt fdne adiungitis beneficid no 
pdrud:fiquide uobis deus Herctdesndtus eft* qui m rebut 
huiufmodi pdtris fidtrdnfiretexuperdreti^ uirtutes. itte 
noftibus uix nouem umm potuit prolem extundere, con 
mn<tfe 7 compmgerc,dtHmuk$fdnftut deus natds qum 
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quaginta de Teftbto noftc una pcrdocuit,cr nomcn uir* 
gmttatis ponerc,<& gcmtricum ponderafuftinere. Quid 
quod non contenti fccminei genem attribuiffc dijs curas* 
ciimfexui adtugitis adamatos ab hvs maresfHylam nc* 
fcio quis diligtt,Uyac'mtho eft altus occupatus> fik Pclo* 
pis dcftderijs flagrat,htc in Cbryfippufufrirat ardetim* 
Catamttusrapttur dclitiaru futurut, et poculoru cuftos. 
Bt ut louis dicatur puUwjn partibus Fabius aduritur mol 
Ubusyobfignaturh; pofttcis, Scd foli mant apud uos ma* 
res,erfemtncofexuifua coferuata eftfanftttM. udnnc 
ucftm cautum cft litcris adamatu effe ab aurora Titho* 
mm,arfffein BtdymionanLmam,Nercidem inAea* 
cum>\n AcbtlUs gemtore Thcttm,Proferpm* in Adone* 
mtremetusCcreremin laftonc nefcio quem rufticanu* 
cr po& Vulunu,PhatoneMxrtem>in Anchife nuptias 
ipfam ilLim Venerem Aeneadum matrc,& Roman* do 
mnationts auttorcmfCum talia tgitur uos probra,&fU 
giticfa prodigia,non in unumaliqucm nom'matim,fed in 
omnem pariterfuperorugentem>quam effeuos rem'mi % 
finc uUiut exceptione iaciatvs, audctts falua uerecudia di 
cere,aut cffe nos tmpios,aut uos piosfcum multo maioret 
ftrat k uobvsoffcnfMex cmmb.probt*s>qu£in iBoru ma 
Udifta conducitis,quam amplitudmis er honorh ex ritn 
*tq; offkio cultionUf Autcnim falfa tUa funt cuntta, qua 
funtprompta defingulis cxiftimatione iUorum maicfxa* 
temj Udentia.er res digna omnino eft,propter qua dij 
fundituigenus omnedebeant abolere mortaliu:autfi ex* 
rtorata cr uerafunt,&fine uUis dubitatiombtis copre* 

fanfa,ad?m pmfoqwrc^^ 
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lis non generis fuperi>fed kunumieos fuiffccreddmus. 
Vbi enim nupti£,mdtrtmonid,pucrperid,nutrices, urtifi 
<id,debiUtdtes*bifktwt cdpitis,<zr codttio fcruitutis,ubi 
uulnerd, c£des, cruor>ubi dmorcs,dejlderid 9 uoluptdtcs 9 
ubi omnis dnimoru dffettio db inquictis perturbatiomb. 
ucniens,neceffe eft dmnu mhd tjlic cffcncc quod propri 
um cdducieflgcneris,zr tcrren£ frdgiiitdtis 9 pr£SidnUo 
ri poffe ddb£rerc ndtur£. Qtus ejl emm qui crcddt ,/z mo 
<fo dgnofcit dc percipit uis tfltus potcnti£ qu£fit,dut ge* 
nitales hdbuiffe pdrtes deu,w abfcifiionc fccdifwnd prU 
Udtum his efje : dut ex fc proditM dliqudndojntcrcepiffe 
proles,w umuloru coercitum panismt cu pdtre quo* 
dmmodo cofcrutffc beUd ciuilid,<er eum iurc dbftinuiffe 
regdli : dutcxtemtu minoris mctu ucrtiffc cxupcrdtum 
tergd,er tdnqudmfugitiuu cr exidcm in fubmotis dclU 
tutffe fecretitf QM cft mqud,quicrc<Lt dd huntdndsac* 
cubuiffe deum menfajntercmptu dumtit uufdftfiUif* 
fefupplices dmbiguitdte refyonfitpr£ceUcrc infuru or= 
dine 9 dMtcrd^e,femffeMncrdtxi effc,et ddmdffc:<zr 
toeromnes Ubtdinufomds inccftdru cupiditdtum circu* 
rgiffc pcUdciitAtquin omnid uos ifid zrfuiffc,<zr incffe 
mdi]Sdffeuerdtisuejiris:neq;uUi prrtemittisfrccieid 
tiofitdtK,mdleficij,Upfus,qud non in conuittu numinum 
cpmionupetuUntidconfcrdtis.Autigitur uolis qu£rcn 
difuntdij dij,in quos omnid tfld no udxntin quos cnim 
b£ccddutMmdnifuntgencrisdtqs terrcni:dutfi hifunt 
tdntumodo,quoru nommd publicafiis er morcs,opimo* 
mbus toUitis uefirit. MortdUdfuntenimqu*cunq;ndr* 
tdtis. & poffumM quidem boc m locc omncs iftos nobis 
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quos mducitisjtq; dppcUdtis dcos, homines fuiffe mon* 
ftrdrc,ueldgrdgdtmo Eubcmcro rcplicdto, cmus libeUos 
Ennius,ckrum ut ficrct cunttis,fcrmonc m Itdiu trdnftu 
lit:uel Nicdgord cyprio,ucl PcUto Lcontc,ucl Cyrcncnfi 
Theodoro, ucl Uippone dcDidgord melijs, ucl duttorU 
hus dlijs mtUcquifcrupidofte diligcnti£ curd m lucem rcs 
dbiitdt libcrtdte ingenud protulerunt. Poffumus inqud, 
fi pkcet,&- louis rcs geftds,zr Mmcru£ expromcre bel 
ld,uirginis o> Didn£:quibus dolis Libcr Indoru dffettd* 

^itregnum,cuiiisfucritcMtionisvcmpSyCuiusoper£ % 
cuitu qutftusimdtrimoniu, mdgna cuius tcnucrit mdtcr: 
quidndmft>ei,quiduoluptdtis fpcciofo ctb Atye conccpc* 
rit. vnde Serdpis Acgyptius,unde lfis,uel ex quibus cdu 
fis dppcUdtio ipfx concmndtd fit nominu. Sed non iftdm 
fufcepimus in co fcrmonc,que fdcimus,ucl operukm, uel 
wluntdte,utoftenddmut,&publicmus,quimmfuer'mt 
hiomnes.lUud nobvs propofitu cft, quonidm nosimpiot 
Cr irrcligiofos uocdtis, uos contrk pios dcorum con* 
tcnditiseffc cultorcs y dcmonftrdrc, dtcL m mcdio ponere 
dbhommibwmdgis nuUis ignommiofius eostrdddri,% 
iuobis. Qupd fi hdbere feitdcx ipfis mdlcdittionibus 
promptum e&,fequitur ut mteUigi dcbcdt uos fupcri/s fti 
mulos mdigndtionu furklium comouere: qui tm fceddt 
de iUis uel duditis,ucl crediti/s,w ignommiofds ipfi com* 
pmgitisfdbuks.No cnimquifolicitc relegit,w immdcu 
htM hoftids c£dit,qui dceruos thuris ddt cocrcmdndos i* 
gni, nutwnd cofcnticndus cft colcre.dut officid folus rclim 
gionis implere.Ctdtut uerus m pettore cft,dtq; opmdtio 
dedijs dignd:necquic%prodeftiMiofdngu'mis cr cruo* 

m 
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ris,ft credis de his ed qu£ no modo fint longe db eoru dU 
uina prtftantiq; ndturd,uerumetii Ubis er turpitu&mis 
diquid,zr mdiefldti eoru concdient,w decori. Interro* 
gdre enim uos Ubet,z? dd fermonis exigui refronfionem 
uocdre,utrumnegfduius exifiimetis nuttdt ctderc bis ho 
flid*,quidputcsn<iturdm tdntinefy uettc,necfcdppeterc 
ijtdsidn tdlid de his probrd opmionu focditdte concipere, 
qu<e cuiufuis dnimu m tdtionis pofimt rdbiem concitdrei 
Si rerum momctd pcnddntur, nuUum reperids tdm muin 
dum iudicc 9 qui no criminofius exiflimet mdledi£lis mfi* 
gnibus cuiufridm fdmZ cdrpi,q 4 quoqua fllentio prtte* 
riri. Hoc enim forfitdn rdtionis exifiimdri pofiit er cre* 
dvillud fdcrilegt mentis efl 9 ZT defperdU m fiftionib. c<c 
citdtis.lncarimonijs uefbris>rebusq; diuinis, pofluldtio* 
nibus locus efl. er pidcuUs dicitur cotrdda effe comifiio, 
fiperimprudenti<eldpfum,dut inuerbo quiff>ii*dut fym 
pmio deerrdritidut fi curfu m folennibus ludis, curricu* 
liscfc diumis.comiffum omnes fidtim in religiones cbmd 
tisfdcrdSyfiludiusconfiitityduttibicen repente coticuit: 
dut fi pdtrimuiille qui uocitdtur puer,omifit per ignorX* 
tidm torum y dut terra tenere no potuit. er dudetis dbnue 
re m delidis tdm grduib. uiokrifemper k uobis deos, cu 
m leuioribus cdufis irdfci eos ipfi cu pernicie fepius cofi 
tedmmi ciuitdtisfSed poetdru mquiunt figmctd funt hxc 
9mnid>cr ad uoluptdte copofite lufiones. Non cfi quidc 
credibilebommsmmusbrutos,vruetuflAtis remotifii* 
ntteueitigdtoreSydutnoedsmferuiffe fuis cttrmmibus fs. 
buUs,qu£ m notionibus hominu fupereffent,dtq; m dwri 
bus coUoutx : M ipfosfxbi tantn licentiofi uoluiffe iurk 
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crilegid uos iHd miramini cUtd fublimiter,et quod pocnis 
vmtubu* coueniebxt plefti } ut dnimofius cofurgdt dudd* 
t\d irxcntiud extoUitis UudeAUd uulnerd orbitdtis inge* 
wrc^ cum eiuldtibusindecorisfdtd incufdrccrudclia. 
uos ftupctis cloquenti* uiribuucr quod penitM oportc* 
hdt cx hnmanigeneris codlitu toUUperccnfetisidc ne uUd 
itttffadtfobliiJionecurdtis.Vidnerdruuexdri, beUd m= 
tcr fc gercrc furidlium memoratur drdore difcriminum: 
uobis lUa eit defcnptio uoluptati,dtcfc utfcriptorum tdn* 
Um defcnddtis dudicum,dlcgorid6 res lUdt, ndturd* 
lisfcicntismcntimmieffe doftrmdt. Scd qutdego negle* 
ftds dhorum coqucror conxumeliM numinut Ipfe iUe lup 
f>iter,cuius uos numen iffarino fine metu dccuit & toti* 
uscorporis cocufione^mdfiu^ captus db uxore defcribi 
tur confiteri culpM fuMjp uclut dnmns dc nefcius,qudt 
micuUs coniugi,quds uxori antepofucrit peUices 9 cbdu* 
rdtus inucrecundut publicdreiuos tdlid qui cxtulcre pro* 
digidypoctd.ru effcpfmcipes dtcurcgcs diuinis ingenijt 
pr<£ditos,cdpitd effe manordtis fdnftifiimditdntumq; db 
cffxcio rcligionu 9 qudt inducitis>euoU\lis,utgfduioris po 
derisfint dpud uos uerbd quam calitum uioUtd fublimU 
tdt. Itd ergo no dccuit (fi mcdo ullut deoru effct dpud uos 
metwsydut fi effe itlos ufpid prtfumptionis cerU cofidtn 
tid credcretis)rogdtionibtis,plebifcitis,confultoru fend* 
Itn mctu interccdere,prohibere 9 fdncire y ne quis ueUct de 
dijs pafiim nifi quod cjfctplcnu rcligionis,effdri,dc k uo 
bis faltcm iftu mcrercnt hoiwre,ut quilut cxpcUitis d uo 
lis,cifdeab his legibus propulfxrctis iniuridtMdieftdtis 
funtdpuduosrehgdeueftris fccut obmumurduerintdli 

quii 



t 7* ARNOBII ADVERSVS 

quidrepbusMdgijbdtummordine redigere y Sendtore 
<tutcouitioprofequi,fuis effedecrefiis periculofifiimum 
pccnis. Cdrmen mdlu confcribere,quo famd dlterius com 
quinetur er uit<udccemuirdlibusfcitis euddere noiui&is 
impuneucncucftrdSdures comutio dliquis petulantiore 
ptdfdrctydeatrocibmformulM confHtuiftis iniurijs. Soli 
funtdpuduos fuperi mhonordti, contemptibiles, wlesm 
quos ius efi k uobis ddtum,qu* quifq; uoluerit dicere: tur 
pitudmum idcere> quds libido confixerit^dtq; excogitdue 
ritformds.Et mcuridm nobis intendere tdm mfdmiu non 
erubefcitis numinum,cum fit reftius mtdto dcos effe nott 
credere,q effe iUos tdles,tdli(k exiflimdtione fcntire. Sed 
poetis tdntummodolicerciwluiftismdignds de difsfdbu* 
IdfpCT' fkgitiofdludibridcominifcL Qwi pdntommiue 
fbrhquidhifbrione^quiditld mimoru? dtcfc cxoleti gene* 
ris multitudofNonne ad ufum qutftus fui dbutitur dijsue 
ftrisyf^lenocmk uoluptdtuexiniurijsattrdhit cotume 
lijs^dimisfSedent m fpeftdculis publicis fdcerdotu om 
nium,mdgi(lruuq; coUcgid,potifices mdximu etmdximi 

curionesifedentquMecimuiriUuredthO' didles cu dpi* 
cibus fldm'mes:fedent dugures mterpretes diumt mentis 
Cr uoluntdtis:necnon er cdftxuirgjmes, perpetui nutru 
ces er coferudtrices ignis:fedet cunftus poptdus cr fenx 
tu$:cofuldtibusfunftipdtres>dijs proximi atq;4ugufiif* 
fimi rcgcs:®- quod nefyriu ejfct4uditu,gentis iTla genU 
trix mdrti<e,regndtoris er populi procredtrix dmdns fdl 
tdtur Venus, cr per affeftus oes mjeretrxcit uilitdtis im* 
pudicd cxprimitur imitdtione bdcchdrL Sdltdtur cr md* 

g^fdcriscoptdcuminftdismter^contra decuseta* 



GBNTSE LIB. III! m 

tis ittx Vefimuntid Dyndimenc>m bubulci uniutdmplexu 
fiagitiofdfingitwrdppetitioncgeilirc: nccnogrilLtpro 
les louis 4 Sophocle m Trdchinijs Hercules pefhferi tegmi 
nis circupetitut inddgme mifcrdbiles edcre inducitur ein 
UtuiyUiolentid doloris frdngiydtcfcmultimm tdbem dif* 
fiucntiu uifcerum mdccrdtionecofumi. Qum w iUein fi 
bulis mdximus ipfcrcgndtorpolifineulknonwiis mcdc 
fldtisq; fbrmidine ddidterom dgerc mtroducitw pdrtes* 
(U^utfdUcrecdflitdtedlicndrum pofiit fdmiliis mdtru, 
ordimmutdrefatldcid,cr 'mf]>ecics coniugum fubdititij 
corporisfimuldtionefuccedcre.Necfdtis htcculpd e#, 
etidmmimis,o-fcurrilibusludicris fdnttifiimoru perfo 
tuc mterponutur dcorum.Et ut fyettdtoribut udcuis rifus 
pofiit dtq; hiLritM excitdrijoculdribus feriuntur cdiuUx 
tionibusnum'md>concldmdt,et dffurgunt thedtrd, cdues 
omnes concrepdnt frdgoribus dtq; plaufibus.Et quod nul 
lis pofiit fdtisfdttionib.cxpidrifxoletis, dtq;irriforibut 
nummum dond mflituuntur^ munera,dbofficijs ocimrt 
pyb\icisjmmunitM>et udcdtio cu coronis. Et dudctis pojt 
ifid mirdriyundc oridntur h<ec mdk y qufous inuddtur zr 
prcmitur fine ulld mtcrmifiionc morUlitdsxu omnis rcs 
cM,quibus funt inuolutd probrd numinu y w mdledittioa 
nis dogid,cr quotidic rcferdtis,vr edifcdtis quotidie:®* 
fiqudndo anhnum defidem ociofis uultis haUucindtioibus 
occupdrkdies uobis jf^fcdtis(Uri^fincuSds intcrmif* 
fionibus cxhiberi. Quod fl hdberet uos cdiqud ueflris pro 
religionib. mdigndtio>hM potiws literdt,hos exurcre de* 
buiflis olim libros i&os,demoliri, diffoluere thedtrd htc 
potwjn quibus mjpmU numitmm propudiofis qwtidie 

publiun* 
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publicdntur infabulis.Kdm nofbrd quide fcriptd cur ignl 
bus merucrint darifcur immdniter couenttculd dtrui f m 
quibws fummus ordtur deusypdx cuttiswuenid pojiuU 
tur mdgi[b-dtibuSyexmitibui,regibi4S,fdmtlidnbu>s> tnU 
miciSyddhucuitm degentibuSyW refoluds corporu uin 
Ctioeitn quibus dliud dudttur ntkil, mfi quod buntdnos fh 
cUt,m(i quod mites>ucrecundosypudicoSyCdftoSyfomdtd* 
rcsycomunicdtores rci cu omnibus, qiios foltdet germdni 
tdtis necefiitudine eopuldtto. Veru itd fe res bdbct,ut quo 
num plurtmuglddijSjCppoteftdte udletisferri,dntcire 
uosetidmucritdtisfciitid iudicetps:^- effe prp dijs ptosi 
quoru potentids primi opmionum obfcctnuMc fadjjhs. 
Hoc in loccyfiferocitds ucflrd permittit,et rdbtcs pjtitur 
illud nobU ut refyondcdtis,ordmus : utrumnc irds cddcrd 
in ndturdm extjtimetis dcoru> dn db dffcttibus his longe 
diuntdm cffc bedtitudm dtfiugdtdmf Numficonctpiunt 
bdsfdces,& motibus cxdffjerdtur irdruQtcut ucfirtopi 
ttdttones frrunty nl f<epe tllos dicitis er propter ludos mi 
nus fclicitefiLttoSy& propter prtfuies non probdtos>& 
proptcr qu^ddm frxtiold dcfandtd, er propter c&rimc* 
nids no rttc pcrfettdSytremortbus infrcmuiffc tcrrdrum: 
CT contdgione pcMcntie corruiffc durds tcmporum lu* 
ttuofd cu popidi UAflitdte)fcquitur ut intcUtgi debcdt ir<* 
cundtds non pdruds ex opiniombus eos conctperc prxdU 
ttts.Qupd fi ddtury er tUud neceffdrio cofequcns, mifc* 
rids hdsomnes>qiubusclimgcnusdcctMuldtur bumdnu, 
db huiufmodtflucrcfittionibusify fi db his cdufis indigna 
tioprcficifciturnuminunty miferidrum tdntdrum uose* 
flis duttorcs,qui dnimos coclttum nonccffxtis offcnderc^ 
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CT ultionis in rabie concitare. Smaute ab huiufmodi ncf* 
rijs deoru efl genut immunc,neq; quid fit irafci dij omni 
no nouerunf.w nobis ergo irafci fine uUaratione dicun* 
tur,qui ira quid fit>ignorant,w ab eius contenta 7 qr per 
tnixtione funt abfoluti. Nf enim fieri per rerum natu* 
ram potejt,ut quod unum efi,fiat duo, ifl diucrfurei 
eat unitM ingenita fimpUcitate diuifit. 

ARNOBIT DISPV* 

tationum aduerfus Gentes 
iJber quintws. 

STO ab ludentibw poetis cunfla ittx finl 
prodita de immortalib. dijs probra. Quid 
ffla>qu£ hiftori* continet graues,fcrit> cti 

riofaqudech m arcanis my&erijs traditis, 

poetarum funt excogitata UfciuiafQu<£ fi uobis uiderett 
tur iiteptiarum talium fabuU 0 neq; m ufu rctincretis qu<e 
damfuo 9 ncq;percurfusannuosUtitias exerceretis ut fi 
JiM>neq; ut reru fimuhcra gejtarum facroru confcruare 
tis \n ritibusiex quibus tam multis unu interim pona mo 
derammis temperamentu fecutus.m quo fiolidus & imn 
prudens ipfe iUe mducitur luppiter^uerboru ambiguitati 
bus lufus.ln fecudo Antiatis tibro( nequisforte ncs exijti 
met concinnare per calunias crimma)talis perfcripta ejt 
fibulaNumaiTlum regc>cuprocurZdifulminis fcicntiZ 
tionhaberetycffetq* iUicupidonofcedi£geri<e monituc^ 
fios ducdecim iuuenes apud aquam ccelaffe cum uinculisc 
utcum FaunWy&MartiusPiauadidlocoru ucmffetrt 
hauftum(nam iUis aquadi folenne iter huc fuit) muadcm 

rcnt 
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rent,confir'mgerent y coUigarent. Sed quo res fieri expedi 
tiws poffet,regem pocuk no parui numeri uvno, mulfoq; 
complHfe^circdq; dcceffus fontis infidiofdm uentwris op* 
pofuiffe faUaciam. iUos more de folito bibendi appetitio* 
ne correptos ad hofcitia notd ueniffe. Sed cum liquoribus 
cdoratis offendijfcnt fragratia pocida,uetuftiortbu& an* 
tepofuiffe res nouas, inuafiffe auiditer,dukedme potiois 
captoshaufiffe plusnimio,obdormiuiffe faftos graues: 
tum bis fenos mubuiffe fopitis , inieciffe madidatis umi 
cLxxpergitosq; iUos ftatim perdocuifje rege, quibus ad 
terras iwdisluppiterpoffetfacrificiisclia, eraccepta 
regemfcientia rem in auentino feciffe diuina,elexiffe ad 
terras \oue,ab eoq; qu<efiffe ritum procurationis. louem 
diu cunftatum expiabis dtxiffe capite fulguritarege rex 
ft>ondijfe,c<epitio. louemrurfus,humdnorctuliffe regc % 
fed capiUo.(ieum contra^anima :fubieciffc Pompiliu, pU 
fcis.Tucambiguislouempropofitionib. captu extuliffe 
banc uocem,decepi&i me Numa:nam ego humanis capU 
tibusprocurariconftitueram ftigurita,non capiUo azpi 
tio:quonidm mc tdmen tua circuuenit dHutia,quem uolui 
&i habeto morem:zT his rebus,quas pdftus cs, procura* 
tionem femper fufcipies fulguritoru. Quid primii, quii 
tdtimum,uel exequdtur dnimus,uel conticcfcdt,necfdci* 
iediftueH,neq; uUis confiderdtionib. expeditu.itd enim 
funt omnid er excogitdtd,z? copdrdtd dcrifuiMfit uo= 
bis connitendumfdlfd ut creddntur h&c effe,etidm fi funt 
uerd,quam obtinere ueUe pro ucris,v udut quidddm mi 
Tdbilenonfineipfiusnuminis infinudre contcptu. Quid 

cnim dicitis,6 ifthcrcdimusne iUnm imw* CT l^rtwm 

vtim 
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PicumCfl ex numcro funt dcorum,zr cx illd pcrpctud irrt 
tnortdliq; ndturd) fitis dliqudndo dridttdte jkcdtos, atq; 
Ut <eftum poffcnt irrigareucnaru,fiucnta iffe pcrfontiui 
Crcdimusne captos mero,w dulccdinc ittettos mulfi,tan 
diufepoculisingurgitauiffcfdttdcibus,utufq; ad ebrieta 
tts periculum uentreturfCredimusne uinttos fomno,atq; 
dttfiimt foporis obliuionc dcmcrfos, uincicdi copiam fui 
din,:' ilib.prtbuiffe terrcnisfquibusdeinde pdrttbus um 
culorum HU inicft* funt ncxiones ffoliditatis habebdnt 
quicqudm,dut ex duns ojiibus informdtefucrdnt corum 
mdnus,qu£conflringildqucis,er nodorupoffent ittigd* 
tiombus coercertfNo enim requirojw cxigo,an dliqutd 
potuerintfdriebrietdtisdliendtionenutdntes:dn]ouein^ 
uito,ucl potius ncfcio,protrdhedi dd tcrras eiusritu quifc 
qudm potucrit publicdrcillud folum dudirc defidero, cur 
ji Fdunus vr Viaufunt diumi gencris poteftdtis, nott 
ipji potiws edidcre qu£renti id quod db ipfo louc periculo 
fius Numd cupiebdt dudirefAn nuquid luppitcr folus hu 
ius rcifcicntiam nouerdt,(db ipfo enim dcctdutfulmind) 
ut immincntid procurdre dlicutus debeat fcienti<e difcipli 
nafAn cum ipfe iaculctur hos ignes,dlioru fit opcris fcU 
rc,quibus modis coucnidt iras eius, dtq; dnimos tcmpera 
refEtcnimrcucra ftultifiimiicredere cfUpfumrcmcdia 
fcirc,quibus auertipofitnt,qu£perfalminis iadu in hu* 
ntdnis ficri conftituerit rcbus. Hoc efl emm dicerc, itto ri 
tusgcncre minM has pldcdbitis:cT fiqudndo pcr fulgura, 
fignificducro dliqd imminere,fdcitc hoc,ct ittud, ut quod 
ficrtftdtui indnc ftdt cr udcuu,<zr fdcrum udnefcdt . Sed 
conccdamus(ut dicitur) ipfum dducrfum fe louem rcmo* 

m dti 
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did fciffwty drtes,quibus iri obuidm fuis fignificdtioni* 
bus conueniret:etid>nne credemus dcu numinis tdnti trdn 
ftum effe dd terrdt y et in uerrucuk collis unius cu homun 
culo ftdntem dtercdbilem coferuiffe fermonemfEt qut* 
tidm Hid qutfo diuma res fuit y qu<e db impetu rerum tdnto 
louem copulit duocdri y %r mortdUu fefe denucUtionibut 
fijlerefmold fdlfd y thus y fitnguis y uerbcndru fufjicio, et no 
minum terriMm fremoresf & potetiord qudm Inppiter 
fucrunt h<tc omnidiut eum copcUerent imitu pdrere pr& 
ceptisfdut uoluntdriu fefe circuuentioibus trddcretfquii 
quod fequiturfidem fumetftdm improuidu fuiffe Sdtur* 
niumiut dut ed proponcrct,quorum dmbdgibus ipfe cdpe 
retur y dut nefciret futurum quibus lufurd fe modis dflutu 
tffet cdUiditdsq; mortdlisfExpidbis (mquit)cdpite fulgu 
ritd. imperfeftd ddhuc uox eft y neq; plendproloquij y cir* 
cumfcriptdqt fcntcntid. Scire cnim neceffxrio coucnit y vu 
trumne cdpite ueruccino y dn fuiHo y dn quolibet dlio y expi<t 
tionem ifidm fcifcdt Dicfpiter perpetrdriiquod cum non* 
dum fcccidliter fidtuiffct y cffct'q y - ddhuc pendens y & non* 
dum fententid termindtd y qui potuit N«W4 fcirehominfe 
louem difturucdput y ut dnteuerteret y dntciret, mcd* 
put c<epitium dmbiguitdtis lUius incertd trdduceret f Nifi 
forte dicetis rege fuiffe diumumunquid ipfo poterdt efji 
loue diumior fNifi homo prtfumens quid difturus effct 
luppiter y circumfcripfit:deus fcire no poterdt quibus mo* 
dis pdrdret circufcnbere fe homo. itd non m proptu eft, 
Cr dppdret puerilium efje ingenioldfiftionu:quibus cti 
tcquiritur cordis Num& uiudcitM y imprudcntid mdximt 
importdtur louu Quid enim tdm imprudens, qum eSfi* 

teri 
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tcri te cdptu drgutid cordis huntdni f & cti deceptum tc 
doUdSy m uiftoris concedere uoluntdtem : cr medicindm 
iqudmobtulerdfponcrefNdmfifuitrdtio, qiuedZcon 
uenientia ndturdlis,cur humano cdpite procurdtio debuc 
Yit fufcipifulguriti,non uideo cur ab rege reUtio (itfdftx 
cxpitij :fin dutem poterdt er c£pitio trdfiftgi, Ulidmcfc 
bommis inhidtum cfl cruori.Atq; ita in contrdrium pdrs 
utrdty trdducituryUt ntc Nufodm mojlrctur uoluiffe fcU 
re,quoduoluit, er crudclis luppiterfuiffe docedtur, qui 
quod Numdpotuiffc c£pitio fufcipi, uoluiffe dixcrithu* 
manis cdpitibus exptiri. Kpud Timotheum nonignobi* 
lem theologorum uirum, nec non dpud dios £que doftos 
fupcr magnd dcorumdtrcfupcrch fdcris cius, origo h<tc 
fiu efl:ex recoditis dntiquitdtu librit, cr ex intimis cru± 
tdlquemddmodum ipfe fcribit, infinudtcj;) myjterijs. \tt 
Vhrygitfinibus induditepcromnid Udftitdtis petrd, in± 
quityeft qittddmxui nome efl Agdus^regionis eius db M 
digenis )icuocdt£. Ex ed Idpides fumptos>ficut Thcmi* 
mdndduerdt prtcinens, m orban mortahhuMcHu Dril 
calion idftduit w Vyrrhd : ex quibus cu c£teris cr h£c* 
ntdffu qu£ dicitur* mformdtd cfl mdter^tq? dnimdtddi 
WiitM. H<mc in uertice ipfo pctr£ ddtdm quieti cr fom* 
no y quminceftis luppiter cupiditdtibtts dppetiuit , Scd 
cum obluftdtM diu id,quod fibipromiferdt y obtincrenc* 
quffcti uoluptdtem in kpiddn fudit uiftus . Uanc petrx 
concepit,wmugitibus editis multis priwt menfc ndfcitur 
decimo mdterno db nomine cognomindtus Acdejiis. mic 
robur muiftum,zr ferocitds dnimifuerdt mtrdftdbilis * 
mfmd wfkriqlii libiio^ ex utroq^fexu. ui nptd d iutt 
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fldrc ,dift>(rdcrc immdnitds quo dnimi duxerdtmon deo$ 
cUrdre,non homincs,nec prxter fc quicqui potentius crc 
dcrc:ter)'ds,ccdum,w fydcrd contcmnere.Quius cum dtt 
ddcid quibusnxm modis poffct ucl dcbilitdri,ucl comprU 
mifepenumero cffct dcorum in dclibcrdtionc qutfitum, 
hfjituntibut c&teris huius muncris curdm Libcr infefu* 
fcipitifmilidrcm iUifontem,quo drdorcmfucrdt fuctus 
er fuicndi lcnirc flxgrdntkmjudo er ucndtionibus cx* 
citdtdm,Udlidifiimd fucccndit uimerimecefiitdtis in tcm- 
pore hduflum dccurrit Acdcjiis, immoderdtius potioncm 
hidntibusucnisrdpitfltut infolitd rctuttusfoporem m 
tltifiimum deprimdtur. Adejt dd mfxdids Libe r, cx fctis 
fcientifiimecomplicdtisunum pUnWmijcit Uqueu:pdr* 
tc alterd prolcs cu ipjis genitdlibus occupdt:cxolutus iUc 
ui meri corripit fe impctu y ct ddducctc nexus pUntd y fuis 
ipfe fc uiribus,co,quo fuerdt,priudt fcxuxu difiidio pdr* 
tium fmguis fiuit immefusrdpiuntur,w cobibuntur h£C 
terrd:mdlum repentecu pomis ex his punicum ndfcitur: 
cuiusNdndj]>eciemcotcmpUtd regis Sdngdrij flumini* 
filid cdrpit mirfadtq; in finu reponit:flt ex eo prtgnds: 
tdnqudmuitidtdM cUuditpdtcr,CTCurdtutinedid mo* 
ridtur:pomis,dtq; dlijsbdcculisdcum fuftetdturd mdtrc 9 
emtitur pdruulum. Scd exponi Sdngdrius pr<tcipit:reper. 
tum ncfcio quis fumit,fornut,UttedUthirquino: er quo 
nid Lydid fcitulos fic uocdt, uel quid hircos VhrygesjuiQ 
Atdgos clocutionibm nuncupdtjnde Atys nomcn utfor* 
tiretur,cjjiuxit.hunc unice mdter dcum, orefucrdt quei 
excctlentifiimo,diligebdt,0' Acdcjlis bUndus ddulto co* 
mes,zr qud folum poterdt dnwis, tcttis dffcntdtionibue 

uinttus 
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mOuSyfdltuofdduccns pernemord, tjfewum multis 
muneribusdondns.qutpucrAtysprimo fuiejfe dicebdt 
Uboris,dtq; operis glorUns:per uinum demde cofitetur, 
CT ab Acdcflifediligher db co donis fyluefhibus hono* 
rdri:undeuinum,quodfilenttuprodidit 9 'meM ncfaseft . 
ftnttudriumfcrrepoUutis. Tuncpefiinutiusrex Middt 
aliehdrecupiens tam infdmipuerum coiuntticne,mdtri* 
monio eius fudm flidm defiindt:dc ne fc&um aliquis nu* 
ptidUdintm-upercigdudidficitoppidum cUudi. ucrim 
dcum mdter ddulefccntuli fdtu fcicns>mter<k homincs iU 
lumtdmdiufuturumfdluumycjudndiueffetjoluttis kmd* 
trimonij fadere.ne quid dccidcret mocfliyciuitdtc ingrc* 
ditur cUufitm muris eius cdpite fubleudtis:quod cffc turri 
tumrdtionedbhdccocpit.Acdcflisfcdtens ird conuulfii 
fe pueri,w uxoris dd fludium deriudti,couiudnttbus cun - 
ttis furoron er mfiinidm fuggerit:cocUmdnt extcrriti 
ddordndoru Vhrygesimdmmds fibi dcmetit GdUifilid pcl 
UciSyrdpitAtys tejluUm,qudm 'mfiigdtoripfegefiitdbdt 
wfimi&furUru cr ipfe Um plentts,pcr bdcchdtu* idttd* 
tus proijcit fe tdnde^ fub pini drborc genitdlid fibi dc* 
fecdt,dtccs:tibi Acdejii hxc hdbe,proptcr qu& motus tdtt 
tos furidlium difcfimmu concitdfii.euoUt cum profiuuio . 
fdnguinis uxtdxfed dbfcifd qu&fucrdt,mdgnd legit mdter 
deum,w mijcit his terrdm y uefle prius tcttis,dtq; inuolu 
tis dcfutvtti. Yluorc de fdnguinis uiold fios ndfcitur>& re 
dimitur ex hdc drbos. inde ndtu er ortum efi, nuc ctidttt 
fdcrdt ucUrier c7 coromrier pinos. uirgo ff>ofd qutfue 
rdt,qudm Vdlcrius potifcx im nomlnefuiffe cofcribiU 
cxdnimdtipettus Unii motlioribus ucUU ddt Uchrymds 

m % cum 
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cum Acdefliy mtcrficitq; fc ipfxm. purpurdntcs in uuftdfii 
cruorucrtitur'mterept£:mdter fuffoditedmdeum, Und& 
dtitygdalM ncifcitur dmmtudt nc ftgnificdns funcris. tuc 
arborcm pinum,fub qud Atys twmine ftoliduerdt fe uiri* 
in dntru fuu dcfert,& foctdtis pldnttibut cu Acdefli tutt 
dit cr fducidt pcdus pdufttdt circudrbofis robur. luppi 
tcr rogdtusdb Acdefli,ut Atys rcuiuifcerctjto finitiquod 
tdmcnfieriperfdtupoffetfineuUddifficultdtc codondt* 
ne corpus eiut putrcfcdt>crcfcdnt ut comt femper>digito 
rum ut mmimifiimtu uiudt,et pcrpctuo folus dgitetur ma 1 
tu. quibut contentu bcncficijs Acdcflim cofccrdjfe corpwi 
mVcfiinuntt:cmmonijs dnnuis> er fdcerdotu dntifttbu* 
bonordffe. Si cStcmptor dliquis nummu, xj fdcrilegi pe> 
fioris tmmdnitdtcfuriofut,mtendtffet dnimu mdlcdice* 
re dijs uefiristduderet m eos quicqudm grduiut diccre> c£ 
ihd prodxt hifkorid,qud uclut qutddam mirdbile comen* 
tdrij cotultftts m formuldmfdc ne tUdm uis temporti,w 
uetuftiuis obfolefdccrctlongitudoy perpetuitdtis honorc 
tndftdfti*. Quid efl cntm dc dijs in ed pofitu,quidue con* 
fcriptum>quodno fi mhomme dixcris pudibundis mori 
bus cr difctplinis horrtdioribut cducdtu, & contumeli<e- 
rcusfis,cr iniuri<e,& offcnfionis odium fimultdtib.fub* 
edtinexpidbiltb.copdrdtumfexldpidibw, inquitis, quos 
Dcucdlion idttduit & Pyrrhd, dcum procredtd efi md* 
ter. Quid 6 theologi dicitis,quidfuperndrU dntiflites po 
tefidtumfFrgone dcum mdter diluuij teporenuUd fuit in 
pdCrte natur<£?& nifi omne mortdltu gcnus interemiffet 
ms imbriiiyprocrcdtionis^liuscdufddtq^origo ccffdreti 
Humdnu ejt crgo mUnuhquod effefe fentfcty bcneficij* 
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iebct Vyrr& quod ordri fe eonfticit in dlicuius fubftdnti* 
quditdte:quod quidem(fluerum efl)& illud erit necefft 
rio non fdlfum, hommcm flkm fuiffe non diudm. Kmji 
tcrtu eft homtnes ex 1U0 Upidu Uftu ndtiuitdtis fu<£ orU 
gitte ducere.o- hdnc ncccffc efl credi undm fuiffe de no* 
bisycofimilium cdufdru rdtionibus proeredtlNeq; enim 
ficri rerum per repugnZtUm quit y ut ex uno Upidumge* 
ncrcwexeddemrdtionefdacndi, immortdlm quiddtn 
fortisyconditionis dlij fubjtitueretur humunt. Vdtro iHc 
Ronunus multiformibus eminens difciplinis, er in uetu 
{tdtis inddgdtione rimdtor, in librorum qudtuor primo 
quos degenteconfcriptos Komdni populi dcrcliquit> cu* 
riofistoputdtionibus edocct,db diluuij tcmpore cuiusfu* 
prdfecimMmetioncm,dd ufc^ Hircif cofuldtum er 
fadnnoru effe mitid nondum duoxuifi conftdt fidesjnx 
ter quoq; dicendd efl mdgnd mtrd huius numerifines <eui 
tdtem fwm habcre conclufdm.dtq; itd perducitur res eo> 
ut qut omnium nmninum genitrix effe ndrrdtury nonfit 
ntdter y fed filid : quinimmo infdns er pdruuUyfiquidem 
dcos concedimusneq; initUneq;fines feculorum perpc* 
tud m cognitione fortitos . Sed quid terrenis obuoluiffe 
uosfordibus deum loquimur mdtrem y cum db louis ipfw 
mlcdi&is nuttdm pdufdm fdcere uel exigui temporis m% 
tercdpcdCme quiueritis f Cum in fummo Agdi uertice de* 
um dormiret tum genitrixy obreperc conquiefcentis pu* 
dorifilius (inquitis) infididtorenixuscft. Pofl mnume* 
rds uirgines, er frolUtM cdftitdte mdtrondSy etUm ne in 
ntdtrem cupiditdtis mfdnd* ftem luppiter coepitynec db 
flius dppetitionh drdore horror eu quiuit duertere, quc 

m 4 non 
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non hommibus folis,fcd dnimdlibus quoq; nonuttis ndtu* 
ra ipfa fubiecit^ ingenerdtus ittecomuniter fcnfuttAn f 
rcfjxftut pietdtK crhonefti cdpitoliorii dcftuitur prxfl 
di> ncc quidfceleriscuperetcoturbdtispcrinfdnumen* 
tibus,aut retrdttdrc poterdt,iut pcruideretScd ut rcseft, 
pcndcris cr mdicftdtis oblitus,ddfurtd ittd fldgitiofd cor 
rcpcns ibut.pduens dc trepidus dnhchtu oris preffo y fufc 

penJisperformidinangrefiibus,cr intcr mcdid conjiitu 
tUAfolicitudinisfaciq; confinid pdlpdbdt res intimds, dlti 
tudincm dormicnUs %r mdtris pdtientid tcntdns. Ore* 
rum imdgindtio mdccordio bdbitusfccdi louis dd obfccc* 
vi ccrtdmmis cxpcditionon pdrdti.crgoneittercx mudi 
cum incdutus,zrpropcrusobicttiois cffct reiettuik fur 
tojn impetum fe ucrtit,cr qudm rdpereuoluptdtem infi 
diofd frdude no quiuit,ui mdtrcm dggreffus eft,w dper* 
tifiimc cccpit ucncrdbilemfubruerc cdftitatctCottuttdtus 
ergo diutifiimecum inuitx eft } uittus,frdttus,fupcrdtusq; 
defccit:<zr qucm pietds dijugdre db infdndo mdtris no ux 
luit dppetitUycffufd libido deumxittKififbrte dicctis,co* 
ucntionishuiufmodicceptumgenus uitdtdtq^ execrdtur 
humdnti: dpud dcos inccftd funt nuttd. Et cur mdter dcer* 
rimc rcpugndbdt inferentiuim filiotcurdb ittius dmplc* 
xibus tdttqudm itticitos uitdns rcfugicbdt dttdttus t Nditt 
fi nihil cffct in rc mdlijdm gerere ittd morc fine uttd rc= 
trdttionedcbucrdt,qudUolebdt hiccupid<e dppctitionis 
fu<e irritdmentd coplere.Et fdnehocloco frugMtdtis m4 
gnte uiri,et circd rcs ethvn fljgitiofi operis pdrciores, ne 
fdnttd ittd fcmind fruftrd uidedntur cffufdjilex (mquit) 
cbibit louidlis wotinentk fceditdte. Quid deindc qutfo 
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confecutu eftfdicite. In finu medio lapidis,atq; htltta co* 
tb duritic informatus atq; animatus cft mfans> louisma 
gnifuttira progenics.Non cjtftcilc cotradicere tam pro 
digiofis coccptionibus,tamq; mirisXum enimgenuihu- 
mcinum cx lapidibus apud uos ortu,procreatuq; dicatur, 
neceffecji credere^ receptaculd lapides habuiffe geni* 
talia^ iaculatu combibiffe fementem,zr copletistcm* 
poribus fuftulijfe aluos graucs,w ad poflremu pcperif* 
fefaminei moris difficultate connixos. lUud nofbram fubi 
git curiofitatcm rcquirere,cu pofl decem menfes reddittt 
effe dtcatis partum:itto tempore quo in utero lapidis fuit 
claufus, quibus alimonijs irrigatus cft,quibut fuccis : ucl 
ex rigore qu<e faxeo nutricia potuit ducere,ut eftfatibm 
folcnnc de matribus. Nondum inquit contigcrat tuccm, 
Cr tonitrus patrios iatn mugicnsjmitatusq; refercbatM 
poftquam itti datum eR coclum dicmq; confaiccre, obuU 
qu<tq;uaftabat incurfans,atq; ipfosfibi ftondcbat dcos 
codi poffe a regione detrudere. O cauta ct prouida dcum 
matcr,qu£ ne nati inuidia tam infolefitis fubiret, aut mu 
gicns fcctusfomnisfuisofjicerct,autlnterpcttaret quie* 
temfubtraxit fe ipfiim, <*r feminis iUud noccntifiimu uu 
rus tranfmifit ab fe longc^ faxoru ajperitatibus propi 
nauit. Aefiuatu eft in concilijs deorum, quibufnam modis 
poffet intraftabilis iUafcritas edomarr.O' cum uia nuttt 
fupcrcffct,ad opem cocurfum eft unica,ut mero madida* 
retur,w uirilibus ftoliaretur abfcifiis:quafi uero affefti 
corporalibus hk damnis,fiant languidioris audacite, er 
tton quotidieuideamus eos quifibi dcmcffuerint has par* 
tes mdiorispctulMkfierhcitq; omnibuspoftpofitis pu* 

tn s dorti 
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doriswuerccunditfrcniSyinobfcandm prorupere uili 
tdtem>fligitiorti confefiwnc uulgdtd. VcUcm tdmcn uide 
rcyfi cffct mthi his ndfci teporibus ddtum y pdtre iHum Li 
bcrum dcbcUdtore ferocitdtis Acdcfli£ y poft dcoru dugu* 
ftiftimds curids codi db culmtnibus ldpfum y pcnicukntcm 
decurdmentd cdnthcriorumjnncftente Uqueos mobiles 9 
aqudrum innoxids puritdtcs multd fxucidnte ui meri:^ 
poftqudm cbrietds potu cmerfit y inferuiffc cdutc mdnus, 
€ontrettduiffe uirilid dormicntis ,dt'q; utomnid cmgcrct 
eircumpofiti Uqueorum morfus>drttficij curds tum rcbu* 
ndhibuiffe peritwris. Hoccine dc dijs quifqul ucl cxigud 
iixeritcorumopmionepoUutusf dut fitdibus occupdti 
funt ncgocijs y cogitdtionibus y curis y quifdudm eos fdpicni 
aut dcos cffecrcdideritydut mortdlium fdltem in numero 
computdueritfAcdcfiis ifte(oro)cuius obfcanitds mpH 
tdtd fecuritdte fuerdt iUdturd ccelcftibus y ex terrcnis dnu 
mdntibus unusfuit f <m deoru dliquiSy er immortditdtit 
prtditushonorefSienim noftr<efortis y cr coditionis h<t 
bcbdtur humdntycur terrore tdntu nummib. infercbdtf 
Dfiw dutcm fifuerdtyquipotuit dccipiy dut de dmmo dli* 
quid corpore dcfccdri f Sed qujeftione moucmus pdrtc in 
hdc nuUdm y fucrit licet dc diumo gcnere y ucl ex nobvs d\u 
quiSyfi hoc rcttius exiftimdbitis diciietiimnc flore dcfdtt 
%umiSyO- ex genitdlfous dmputdtis drbor mdli endtd c& 
yunicbdn tum quum uis flld tcUuris coopertd eh gremio 
folum rddicccomplexdeflyin ftipitis cxiliuit robur y one* 
rdtosfudit bdUuftijs rdmos y er in puttiftitio pomd cxtu 
iit mitid perfcftiois proprit mdturitdte cdpletd:w quiX 

'dcrubro exortd funt htcfdnguhte, iccirco iUis color r A 
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purpureiluminis fuffcHione fubluteus:dddite hucctiam 
iccirco cffe uuiddjccirco u'mofd>quod cx fdngume fabur 
Ydtogcnus ducdnt>zr fdbuUm conucnicnter impletis. O 
Abderd Abdcrd, yfidt mortdlibus irridedd, tahs fi dpud 
te cffctfdbuld itd cofUtdfdicunt & cutti pdtres,w fup* 
tiliofe perlcgut ciuitdtes, cr efje tu fitUdyW floliditdtis 
frigidifiimtiudicdris.perfinu inquitNdndfiliu coccpit' 
ex pomo.fcqtur fe rdtioiubi cnim cdutes^ f<ixd pdriut 
durdypomd ibi neceffe cfi furgdnt.Glddibut,dtq;ficis dle 
bdt Berecyntid rcltgdtd. couenicnter ct re£le:pomis enim . 
debuerdt uiuere, qu<e mdterfuerdt fiftd de pomo . Po/ij 
foctus emiffus cfijioge iuffus cfidb Sdngdrio proijci : que 
conccptu diuimtus credtdit effc imdudu, ctfigndtus efc 
fet fobolem fui pignoris nucupdru Ldftc infans educdtut 
hirquino eSk. ofdbuldm fexui inimkdm femper dtq; mfe 
ftifiimd mdfculmom qud fexus uirilcs no folum hommes 
ponutyfed pecudes ctiZfiunt cxmdres.Vulchritudme hu 
tlytdy wprtedicdbilifuit infignitus decore. ddmirdbilis 
rcs fdti/sty no illumfeetoruitdbilonrcddiditfugicndutfc* 
cdprinus. Mdtcr cum dilcxit mdgnd.fi ncpote ut duid>m 
fimplex :fin thedtrd ut pcrcrcpdtyinfimis et fldgitiofd di 
leftio efl.Diligcbdt er Acdefiis uendtorijs cu muneribui 
Ucupletdns.d fcmiuiro quidem nutlum effepoterdtperU 
culum cdflitdtis:fcd quid Midds horruerit, no cfi fuile fu 
fticdntibus exifiimdre. \pfis mdter efi ingrcffd tum moc* 
nibus. ddmirdmur quidcm in hdc pdrte uircs, er firtitu* : 
dinemnum'mis:fed culpdmus negligentidm regis>qu6A 
cum lcgis mminiffet & fiti Atysjiccrit hoflibwmmut 

prouiddm ciuitdfem. NuptUlid. celcbrdntibuswtA furid* 
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Acdeftis,'mfxnidfy fubijcit. fi $&idds rex offendcrdt>qui* 
uxorc ddulefcentulti umciebdt:quid ddmiferdtgdllus, qd 
pcUicis filu,ut iUc fe uiro,b& mdmmdru honefldte pri* 
mretftibi hdbc h&c vnquit,proptcr qwe res tdntds dnimo 
rufubuerfionib.cocitdSii. ncfciretnutddbuc omnesquid 
hiddulti corporefuror defiderdffet Acdcflitts y nifi puer 
abfaffe fdtietdtis obieciffet offenfdm. Quid dicitis 6 gen 
tes:quid huiufmodi dediu opinionib. ndtionesf nonnc c2 
ifidpromutur y drripit uospudor,w tdntdru ucrccundu 
focditdtumflXos ducmus k uobis qiud de dijs dignu uel du* 
dire,ucl difcerc:dtucro uosnobis mdmmdrii expromitis 
exeftioncs,dmputdtiones uiriliu ueretrorujm,fdngui* 
nem,furids,intcritus uxrgmum uoluntdxios,w ex fdngui 
ne mortuoruflorcs,dtq; drborcs procrcdtdt. Dicitc 6 ite* 
rum,crgone deum mdtcr genitdlid HU difieftd,cu floriK 
ipfd pcr fe mocrcs officiofd fedulitdtc coUegit,ipfx ftnftis 
mdnibus,ipfddiu\nis cotrcftduitdc fuflulit fldgitiofiope 
ris inflrumetdfadifydbfcodenda etidm mddduit terrsf 
ac ne nudd in gremio difflucrct flc foli, priufqud ucflc ue 
Uretydc tcgcrctyUuit uticfc bdlfdmis,dtq; unxitf Vndc e* 
nim uioU ndfcipotuiffcnt,odore nifi putore membriunx 
gucntoru iUd fuffcftio tcmpcrdrctfCum hiflorids qu<efo 
perlcgitis tdlcs, none uobis uidemini dut textriculds puel 
Ids dudire tediofi opois circufcribentes mords:dut infkn 
tibus credulis duocdmentd qu<eritdtes dnmlong<euds,w 
udriM fiftioncs fub imdgvne ueritdtis expromerefCu lo* 
ue locutus efi Acdeflisjit mdto reflitueret uitdm. dnnue* 
re luppiter recufduit,quid fkis potentiorilus prohibeba 
turw neeffctomn\mduri$imw,un*to 

ne 
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neputorecorpus diffolueretur utbyfuccrefcerent coms 
femper, minimifiimus digitoru folus ut m corpore uiuem 
retfolus motus perpetuos exhiberet. Hoccbiequifqudm 
admiferitydutcrcdiditdtisdffenfioe firmmt,pilu in mor 
tuo crefcere>pdxtl interiffe, cr feiunttu d lege putrcdU 
nis immortdle corpus ddhuc ufy durdrefvrgere uos idth 
dudum dd iflius rei compdrdtione poffemus, nifi fiultiti* 
pdrs cffcUvr tdlid difcere^ huiufmodi rem mdicid po 
fiuhre. Sed hiflorid h<ec filfx eft,ncq; ulldm contmet ue* 
ritdtis m fepdrtem. Nojtrd quide nibil interefl, quorum 
cdufd cotenditis extermindtos effe d terris deosiutrumne 
fit conftdnstW fideifirmitdte conixdidn contrd menddci 
tcr,w fblfitdtis dlicuius fittione copofitd. Nobis enim f<t 
tis cfi>quibus hodie munifefidre propofitii cft, numind i« 
ftd,qu<epromitis,fi funt ufj?idmgentiu,dtq; irdruferuo* 
ribus incdlefcunt,no mdgis d nobis,q d uobis dccipert of* 
fenfionufumlium cdufds:^- effe iUdm m rcbus, wkuo 
bis m comentdrios reldtdm^ d uoletibus quotidie prr* 
tegi>Cr futuri teporis perfiruttionem,pcr ordine fuccen 
dentiu trddi> Qut fi utiq; uerd efl y nuUd uidemus fubeffe 
tdtioncm,curnobisirdfciperhibedturdij calites, cutur 
pitudines ittoru tdntM necfr prodiderimus y nec^ in literds 
cmttderimus uUdt,neq; in publkd tefiificdtionem fitcro* 
rum ttlcbritdtibus miferimus. Sin dutcm( ut rcm'mi)fiilft 
ejKvrmenddcijs interpoldtd fiMdcibus,dmbigere homi* 
num nuUus poteR>qum cdufd uos fttis offenfie, quiuel t<t 
lid quofddm cofcribere fiueritis y dut cofcriptd durdrefe* 
culorum in memorid fitis pdfii. Et tdmen quipoteftisfdlji 
Misdrguereconfcriptioneifidmjwnipfd fdcrdftnt te* 

fiimonio 
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&imonio>qu£ per curfus dnnuos fa£iitdtti,cr crcdi k uo* 
bti effe uerd,& explicdU fidei iudicdrif Qyid enim fibi 
mlt ittd pinut,qudm femper fidtis dicbus in deum matris 
intemittittifdnttudriotNonneiUiuifimtlitudo efl drbo 
rtiyfub qudfibi fures ntdnw er infiUx ddolefcctulus intu 
Ut,vr genitrix diuum vn foldtiu fui uulncrti confecrduitS 
Quid Idtidrum uctterd>quibus drboris cottigxtti %r c/rcf? 
uoluitis ftipitemtKonne ittdrum rcpctitio Lxndru efl,qui 
bui idm dcficicnte contexit,cr teporti dliquid rdtd eft fc 
poffe mcmbrti concilidrc frigentibwf Qufd copti uiold* 
cci/s coronti,ty redimiti drboris rdmulifNonne iUud i/n* 
dicdntyUtimdter primigenijs floribui ddornducrit pinu 
mifcrdbilis indiccm tcftimoniuifcfortuntt Quidpettori 
hws dpplodcntcs pdhms pdfiti cum crinibws gdttifNonnc 
$0$ rcfirunt m memorii luttus,quibM mater turritd cii 
Acdcftildchrymdbili pucruprofccutdefl eiuldtuf Quid 
tanperdtusfkbjtdlimoniopdnis,cui reidcdifiis nomec<t 
ftwnbnnc itlius tcporis imitdtio cfl,quo fe numen db Ce* 
teris frugc uiolentid mcerorti dbftvnuitt kut fi ed, qu£ di 
cimus,non funt itd,uos ediffertdte, uos dicitcxuirdti iftii 
tnottcsq^quos intcrcffc uobifcum in ifiius numinti uide* 
mus fdcrti,quidni ifiic hxbcdnt negocij,folicitudmti,cU4 
rt:{? cur morc lugentiu c£ddnt cu pettcnbns Leertw* 
Crfortuni imitcntur m Umentdbilicon&itutoru forte* 
Quid corontfquid uioUtquid uolucrd mottiuuddmenU 
UndrumfCurdd ultimum pinus ipft pdulodnte m dumis 
inertifiimum nutdnslignu, moxutdliquod pr<efens dt<$ 
duguhifiimu numcn>dcum mdtris cofhtudtur in fcdibus*. 
Aut cnim hxc cdufd efl y qudm W neftns fcriptti cr corn* 

mentdriji 
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iHentarijs inuenimus:& ntaniftftu uos eft nb diuinM cort 
ficcre cmmoniMyfcd imagme triftium rcdmtegrare ge* 
ftorum:aut fi alia ratio eft,quam myflerij nobis abncga* 
uit obfcuritM,z? ipfa quoq; ncceffe eft turpitudinis alicu 
ius participctur mfimid. Quis eft enim,qui credat honc<% 
ftdtis dlicjuid m ed re cffc>quam incant uiles£*Ui,cff<xmi 
nati conpcidnt exolctifPoftuldt quidem mdgnitudo ma* 
teri&>dt€£ ipfius deftnfionis officium,ut fimiliter csterajs 
turpitudmum frecies perfequamurucl quas produnt dnti 
quitatis hiftoti<t,uel myttcrid illa contmcnt fxntta,quU 
bus initijs nomen eft,wcju& non omnibus uulgo,fed pdu 
corit tdciturnitdtib.tnduturfed facroru innumeriritus, 
atq; itffixa deformitM fingulisycorporaliter prohibet uni 
uerfd nos exequi.qumimmojut ueru exprimamuSyd cpU 
bufdam nos ipfl confilio,& rdtione dcflettimus : ne dum 
txplicdre contendimuscunttd,expofitionis ipfiuscon* 
tdmindtionibus poUumur.Yccdam igiturFatuam, bon4 
qu£ dicitur dea,tranfeamus:quam myrteis c&fam uirgtSi 
quod marito nefciete feriam meri ebiberit plcnm, S«w 
tus Clodius mdicat fcxto 4c dijs gr<tco:fignu(fc monftra* 
ri, quod cumeidiuinmrcm mulieresfaciunt,uini am* 
phora conftituatur obtctta : nec myrtcM fas fit inferr* 
uerben<u:ficut fuis fcribit m caufalibus Butas. Sed %r dtm 
os Cofirentcis pari moreac diftimuUtioe taceamus,quo% 
cum ctteris fcribit Flaccus in humani penis fimilitudini 
uerfos obruiffe cmeri, quifub oUulafuerat fdttusexto* 
rum:qucm cu Tanaquil dimoueret EthrurU difcMma* 
rum perita,furrexiffe fe deos, v neruis obduruiffe diui* 
nisxornicukn* mdc impetrauiffc captm^ut iteUigcret* 
• .■ ■ cr 
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CT dgnofceret,quid fibi rcs ueUent:Ocrifii prudctifiim$ 
focmmm diuos infcruiffc genitdli:explicuijfe motus cer 
tos.Tuncfdnttd,wfcruentid numind uim uomuiffc Lu* 
cilijydc regan Seruium ndtum ejfe Romdnu» Bdcchdnd* 
Udctidprttermittdmusimmdnid^quibus nome omophx 
gijsgrtcumejkin quibusfurorcmcntito,zrfequejlrdt<i 
pcttoris fitnitdte, arcuplicdtis uos dnguibus ,dtq ; ut uoi 
plctws dei numine dc mdiejldte doccdtts,cdprorum recla 
mntiu uifcerd cruentdtis oribus difiipdtis. Necno & cy* 
prti Veneris dbjirufd iUd initid pr<eteredmus:quoru cott 
ditor indicdtur Cynirdi rexfuiffc: in quibus fumentes c& 
certdsfiipes inferut ut meretrici, cr rcfbrut phattos pro 
pitij numinis fignd dondtos. Obliuioni etidm Corybdtxtix 
fdcrd donentur,in quibus fiinttu iUud myfteriu trdditur: 
frdter truciddtur i frdtribus,intercpti exfdnguincdpium 
ndtum,prohibitu menfis olus Mud dpponi,nc d mdnibus 
tnortui inexpidbilis cotrdheretur offenfio. Sed et ittd de* 
fijlimusbdcchdndliddlterd prxdkdre linquibusdrcdM 
CT tdcendd res proditur infinudturfyfdcrdtis :utoccupx 
tus pucrilibus ludicris,diftrdttus db Titdnibus Liber fit: 
utdb ijfdemmembrdtim fettus,dtq ; in ottulds coieftus ut 
coqunxtur.quemddmodu, luppiter fuduitdte odorisitte* 
£lus,inuocdtus dduokrit dd prdndiu:compertdq ; rcgrd* 
uigrdffdtoresobrucritfulmine,dtq; in imdt idrtdri pr<?* 
tipitduerit fedes. cuius rei tejHmomu,drgumentuq; fortit 
lt£>fuis prodidit in cdrminib. Udtes Thrdrius.Tdlos,ft>c* 
culum,turbincs,uolubiles rotulds,w tcretcs pilds,vr uir 
ginibusdured djfumptddbbefteridibus mdldcrdtnobis 
€onfiliumprxterire:pmerucbiilk ctii myflcrid,quibus 
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Vhrygid mitidtur,dtq; omnis gens ilk,nifi nomen inter* 
pofitu his louisprohiberet nos ftrittim iniurids eius igno 
minidsq; tranfiremo quo nobis dulce fit tdmfocdis inequi 
tdre myfterijs,fed ut ipfis uobis promptu etidm dtq; etix 
fidt:quid in eoscogerdtis iniuri<e,quoruprofitcmini uos 
effe cuftodes>umdiccs,uencrdtorcs. Qupnddm Dicfyiter 
(inquiunt) cum i/nCereremdtrcm libidmibus improbis 
4tq; incocefiiscupiditdtibustftudret (ndmgenitrixbtc 
louis regionis eius db dccolis trdditur ) ncq; tdmcn dude* 
ret id,quod procdci dppctitione coceperdt,dpertifiimd ui 
petere,ingeniofds cominifcitur cdptioes:quibus nihil tdle 
metuentcm cdftitdte imminueret genitrice:fit ex deo tdu 
Yus><zr fub pccoris ft>ecic fubfefforis dnimu dtq; duddciZ 
caldnsyin fecurdm er ncfcidm rcpctind immittitur ui fu 
rcns,dgit inccftusresfuM,zrproditd pcrlibidinc frdu* 
dejnteUcttus er cognitus euoldt. drdcfcit furijs, dtq; in* 
digndtionibusmdter,j]?umdt,dnheUt, extftmty nccfrc* 
tnitum cotinere tcmpcjUtcq; irdrum udkns,ex continus 
pdfiioe primo,deiceps ut dppcUdtur, dffumpfitmeq; dlti 
cordi eft res euq ut duddcidfilij pocnis qbus potis cft per 
fequdtur.luppitcr fittdgit frdttus mctu:ncc cfbus remedijt 
lcntdt uioUu dnimos, repitfiundit prcces, cr fupplicdt, 
cbftrutt^ funt dolentis dures : dUegdtur deoru uniuerfui 
ordojiuUm duttoritds tdntd cft ut dudidtur.dd poftrcmtZ 
filius uids fdttifiittionis inquirm,cominifciturrcmediii 
tdle.drietcm nobilcm bene grdndibus cu tcfticulis dcligit* 
txecdt hos ipfe,w Idndto exuit ex fvUiculi tegminc. dc* 
cedens mcxrens^ fummiffus dd mdtrc, er tdnqud ipfi* 
r n tentid codcmndjfctfefM 9 mgremiu proijcit, cr Ucit 

n hot 
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hos cm. uirilitate pignoris uifd fumit unimti mitiorent^ 
W concipit,f<xtut reuocdw ddcur<H,pdrit mcnfem poil 
decimum luculentifiitdm corporis,qum <etM mortdliuM 
confequcns modo LibcrMytrtodo Proferplnm nuncu* 
pauit : quam cum ueruecews luppiter bene uali<Um> flori 
dm^v fucci efje cofoiccret pleniorts> obliiuf pauloante 
quid nutlorum er fcelerU effet dggrcffuSiW temeritatis 
qiuntu,rcdit adpriores aftws:<& qui&nefhriu uidebdtur 
]dM,pxtremcumfilid cominusuxomcoiugdtionc mi* 
fceriy in drdconis terribdcm formm migrxtungentibws 
ftirispxuefdftdm coUigdt utrgmcm, cr fub obtctufcro 
moMintis luditdtq; dduldturdntplexibus:fitut ejr ipfd 
dcfcmtnc fbrttfiimi coplcdtur louis>fed non eddem condi 
tionc qud ntdtcr. ndm tUdfilidm reddidit Unidmcntis de* 
fcriptdm fuis:dt ex pdrtu uirginis tdurifycciefufx louid* 
lis monumcntd pcUdcit.Auftore dliquis defiderdbitrciy 
tum ittum dtdbimus Tdrentinii, notiiq; fendrium, qucm 
dntiquitM cdnit diccns:Tdurus drdconcmgenuit^ t<m* 
rumdrdco.ipft noutfiime fdcrd,w ritut mitidtionis ip* 
fius.quibus febddijs nomen e #, te&tmonio effepotermt 
ucritdtvm quibus durcus coluber m finum dimittitur coit 
fccrdtiSy cr eximitur rurfut db inferiorib.pdrtibus,dtq* 
imis.No effc drbitror neccff.mu fcrmone quoq; hic mul 
to mcmbrdircper finguld,qudtit<jeq;infint m pxrtibm 
prdius turpitudmum fcdtcbr<e flxgitiorumq; monfbrdrc. 
Quise&enim mortdliuuelcxigu£ humdnitdtis fcnfmrt 
feres,qui no ipfe pcruidcdt qualid f mt h*c omnid y <fudm 
fcelerdtd,qum foedd,qudntds<k ignommids differdnt ex 
ipfis myfierioru fanh<zr ex fdcrormi origmibus indc* 
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*oris f luppiter (inqutt) exarftt in Ccrcrem. Quid tan* 
tum qu<efo de uobts \uppttcr tftc ( quicunquc eft) merutt, 
quod genuseft nullumprobri infame,adulteriumnuU 
lum, qucd tn ctus non caputuelut in aliquam congcratis 
uilcm lutcdmfy perfbnafMatrtmonij prodtdtttus Leda: 
luppiter effe diatur auttor culp<e, utrgtnttate Danae cu* 
jtodire nequiuit : furtum cffc narratur louis. ad mulicris 
ttomen properauitEuropa,expugnatorpudiciti£ idem 
tffe iaftatur. Alcmena,Elcttra,Latond,Ldodamid, mil* 
ie ali<z uirgines, ac miUe matres y cuq^ tUts catamttus puer 
pudorts fpolidtus cft honeftate : cadcm ubiq^ cft luppitet 
fabuk,nety ullum turpttudmis gcnus cft, in quo eius nort 
nomen confociatis Itbtdtntbus conferattsiut utdeatur mi* 
ferabtlit prorfus nuUm non effecaufam ob aliam natus, 
iufi ut cff *t crimmum fcdes,mdlcdtftorum materiajocus 
quidam expofttusin qucmfpurcitt* feomnes fccnarum 
coUuutcmlusderiuarent.quc tamcnfidtcerctiscum ex* 
truncis bdbuiffccomcrciumfamtnis> ttftpia rcs quidan 9 
fcd tolcrabttis cffct toaleaftioms iniutid.Etiamnc m mi~ 
trcm>ctimne infiliam cfferati pcttoris appetttionib.di 
bmntuttfneq^ tUu fdnttitdt>dut reuerctidgemtrtdsjjorm 
ror ctia pignoris ex fe fati,ab imdgine potuit tamfccdt 
cogitattonis abducerefVeUcm itaq^ uiderepdtrem iUutrt 
dcoru louem^ternam rcrum atc^ bominu poteftate,bu* 
bulis cffecokoncftatumcorntlw.hirfutdA agitantem au* 
res ycotradis munguldsgrcfiib.rumindntepaUentes bcr 
bds,& ex partepoftica cduddJuffrdginesMosmcUifii* 
tnos perlitu, dtq; intc&ina prcluutedeltbutu. VcUem inq, 
uidcre(diccndum eft enimfcpius )torquen tc tllti fydcfa* 
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wquipdttiddsndtioncsfrdgore pertcrretct profiernit: 
confcttdntc ucruecumgregesjnfcicientc tefliculos dricti 
nos,drripientehosmdnuccnforid ittddtq; <Uuind:qudui 
brdre corufcos igncs,w ftuirefulminibus fuctM eft:tum 
dcindefccretd rimdnteferucntifmild,fummoti$q; drbU 
tris circiiicttds prolibus diripicnte membrdnuldsferucn 
tiq; ddhuc mdtri uclut qudfddm infuUs cliaendt miferd* 
tionis offerenteideduttimyp^idumyfmciu^fimuldntcm 
doloris cruccSyW ddfidcm fdtto fdcicndd 7 drictino fdn* 
guine comquindtum^O' mccUcid uulneris kneis fdfceis % 
UnteoUsq; contettu.Hoccine dudiri, cr perlegi fub mun 
di hoc dxefcr cos qui h<cc trdttdt cxijiimdri fe uctte pi* 
os,fdnttos,rcligionuq; cuftodcsfeftne dliquod ftcrilegtu 
boc mdiutidut uXLdges mucniri tdm irrcligiofis potefl opi 
nionibus pr<editd qum qu<e tdlid crcdit*dutdccipit,dut 
fdcroru tntimis in myfterijs proditfluppiter ittc(quicuq* 
efl)(ifcntirct fecffc,dUtfiullofcnfudfficcrett(r iniuri*: 
nonne dignd rcs cffct proptcr qud irdtus^ percitus ter 
rdmnoftrisfubduceretprfibusfiolis lumind extingue* 
retydtq; lun£,qui nimmo rcs omncs tn dntiqu£ ffecie con 
fundcrctunitdtisfScd non funt(inquit)rcipublic<enoftr<e 
bacc fdcrd. Quifndm iflud dicit,dUt quis reponitf Rortd* 
nus^Gdtti^Uif^dnmyhferyGemm^m qd 
djliuudt cdufxmfi ucflrd h<cc non funt, cum qui cd confi* 
ciunt fint ucfbrdrum pdrtiumfdut quid rcfcrt utrumne c<t 
probetis,nccnc:cu qutucftrd fmtpropridydut fimilifce* 
ditdtc,dutturpitudinisgenere rcperuntur effc mdioref 
Vultis enim cofidercmus myfterid et ittd diu'md,qu£ thef 
mophorid nonwtStur dgr<tcis:quibusgcntc db dtticdfdtt 
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fld iUd peruigilid confecrdtd funt>& pdnnychifmi grd* 
uesf Vultis mqud uidcdmus quds origmcs hdbednt, quds 
uc cduf^ut Athcndt ctidm probemus ipfds, hununitdtis 
drtibus ftudijsq; poUentesMm hi dcos diccre cotumclto* 
fd,qum diftcnt dlijmcc minord ab his probrd y quhn c<e= 
tervs obijcidntur k uobis, rciigionis fub fpecic publicdrif 
Qucddm(inquiunt)tempore cti in SicilUprdtulis pur* 
purcoslegcrctnondumulicrflores,w ddhuc uirgoPro 
ferpvnd : cuq; illdm per florcd meffcm huc dtefc iUuc paf* 
fim leftionis cupiditdSduocdrct,perprofund#dltitudinis 
fyeluncdm rexprofilicnsmdnium rdptdm uirgvnem fcctc 
uehit>cr terrdrum dbfcoditur fuccefiibusrurfus. Qupi 
cum fdttu nefciret Cercs,necfilideffct ubindm gcntium, 
fufricdreturjntendit dnimum perditdm toto in orbc cott 
quirere:fumit fdces geminM fldmis comprehcfds <etn.tis, 
quibus fibi pr<elucens,pergit irc qutfitu tcrrarum in re= 
gionib. cuftis. in iflius coquifitionis errore Bleufinos etii 
pcruehiturfincs.pdgi ifiud cfl nomc regione m dttkd co 
flituti. qui iUud temporis hds pdrtes Incolebdt terrigen£> 
qiabus nomind h<zcfucrdnt:Bdubo>Triptolcmus, cdpclU 
rumDyfdulescujlos,Euboleus porcoru,gregis UnitijEu 
molpusui quo er gensfiuit Eumolpiddru,?? ducitur cld* 
rum iUud dpud Cccropios nomc,er qui pofted fiorucrut^ 
cdduccdtorcsMeropbdt<e,dtq;.pr<£cones.\gitur Bdubo il 
ld,qud mcoU dixunus Eleufinifuiffe pdgijndlismultifir 
tnib. fktigdtd dccipit hoftitio Cerere : dduldtur obfequijs 
tnitibusrcficiendi corporis rogdtcurdtnut hdbedtfitien 
tidrdorioggcritpotionecynum>cycconcm qudm nuncu* 
fdt Gr<£cid:ducrfdtur 7 w refauit bumdnitdtis.officid mcc 
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rcns dcd y nccedmfortunx ppctitur udlctudmis mnmnifc* 
fc communis. Rognt iUi y dtq; borUtur cotrd(ficut mos cfi 
in bmufmodi cafibus)nc ftftidium fu<e humdmtdtis dffu* 
tikti:obftindtifiime durat Cerw ,cr ngoris indomiti per* 
tindcidm retmct. Qupd cum fepius fieret y ncq$ ullis quU 
rct obfequijs meluftdbdc propofitum fittgdri y uertit BdU 
bo drtcs, er qudm ferto non quibdt dlliccrc y ludibriorum 
ftdtuit cxhibrdrcmirdculis: pdrtem lUam corporis, pcr 
qudm fcxus fccmincus cr fobolcm proderc, er nome fo* 
lct dcquircre generi:cdm longtoredb incurid libcrdt :f<x* 
at fumerehdbitum puriorcm,w iw Jpeciem leuigdri no* 
dum duri dtc^ Hricult pufionk : redit dd dcam triftcnro 0 
mtcr lUd communid y quibiu moris cfi frdngcredc tcmpc* 
rdre marores y retcgit fc ipfdnvdtq; cmnid ilU pudoris lo 
cd reucldtis monftrdt inguinibus : dtq^ pubi dfjigit oculos 
iiud,cr induditijjyccie foUminis pdfcitur : tum diffufior 
fdftd per rifum dfyerndtdm fumit dtq; cbibit potionr.w 
quod diu ncquiuit ucrccundid Bduboms cxprimcrc y pro* 
pudioji fdcinoris extorfit obfccenitds.Cdlumnidri nos im 
probe fiquis forte hominu fu)j>icdtur y libros fumat threi* 
cij mtis y quos dntiqtdtis mcmordtis effe diuin£:ct inucnU 
etnos nihil ne(h cdUide fingerc, ncq; quo fmtrifui dcum 
fjUdcrerc dtq; cfficere fdnftitdtes: ipfos ntncu m mcdio po 
nmus uerfus y quosCdUiopcs filius ore cdiditgr^co^ 
cantdndo pcr fccuU iuri publtcduit humano. 
Sic cffdtdyfimul ueftcm contrdxit db imo> 
Obiecitc^ oculis formdtds ingumibus res 9 
Qj*<tf cdUd fuccutiens Bdubo mdnu y ndm puerilis 
OlU uultus (TdtfUuditiContrettdt dmicc, 
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Tum dcd dcfigens dugufii luminis orbes 9 
TrifhtiM dntmipdulum mollitd rcponit: 
Indc mcinu poclum fumit,rifuq; fcqucnti 
Perductt totum cycconis LtU liquorem. 
-Q£id Ericbthco fdtifquid ciucs M tneruij dicitisf Auet 
tnimut fcire quibtti fixvs eloquijs tam periculofd negocU 
defcnfun,ucldrttbushdbedtisquibus tamcofofa fxlutc 
ddre perfomSyUulneribitSydtq; aufis. N5 eSt tftd fkifd fu 
fceptio,nce dcUttone dppcttmini cdiuniofd:Elcufvuorum 
uefiroru notds originesproducunt turpcs>vr dnttquA 
rumelogidliterdrum:ipfddcniq; fymboU^qu^ rogdttft 
crorum tndcccptionib.refrodetK:ieiundui,dtq; ebtbt cy= 
ceonem>extd fumpfi>zr in cdUthu mifi:dccepi rurfusjn 
ciftuUmtrdnftult.Erg6ne(utpromutfa dtq< dr* 
cdnd myfteru)rdpiutur, er rdpiut dij uefbrif ntdtrimo* 
nid copuUnt frdudib.dppetttdfurtiuisfd repugndnttbus* 
Cr muitis decus uirginitdtiseripiturftmminctcs ncfciun 
tur iniuriafquidna, rdptisdccidcrit.hnordtnrfdmifii qu* 
rutur ut hommes:zr fub folc cUriflimo cu luccrnis ct Ji* 
cibusorbis perdgrlt ud^itdtcfdfficiutur 9 £grcfcutjugc^ 
tium fumiit fordes,ctmiferidru mfignid,dtq;,ut dnimunt 
comoddre dltmonijs pofiint>ut(tuiq; fumcdojxo rdtio>no 
tepm>non fermodliquisddhibcturgrduis,dut djfdbihtdi 
ferid>fcd t ppudiofd corporu mo&rdtur obfcccmtdSy obic 
Alturi^ pdrtcs tti<t,qu<M pudor comunis dbfcodcrc. qutf 
tidtwdlis ucrecudi* lcx iuber.quM inter durcs cdfhsjine 
uenid nefas efl>dc fine honoribus dppcUdrc prtfito. quid 
tti qudefo in ffecu tdli>qd in pudcdis fuit rcucrcdisq; BdU 
boms^ifcxmmif^dciietconfimilifim 
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\n ddmirationeconuertcretydtq; rifum y quod obieftu Iua 
ptini coff>eftui<h dxuvno^ obliuione miferidrum daret % 
Cr hdbitum m miore repcntind hilmtdte trdduceretfO 
qudlidyS qudntd irridentes potuimM y cduiUdntesq y - dcpro 
mercyfi non religio nosgcntti y %r literaru prohiberet du 
fioritdsfidmdudu mefdteor htfitdrc>circubifcere, tergi 
uerfdri tricds(quemddmodum dicitur) coduplicdre teUe* 
tiM,dum pudormchdbet dlmdilk proferre myfterid* 
quibus in Ltberi honorc pdtrvs ithyphdUos fubrigitgrfe 
cid,w fimuldcris uiriliu fafci/norum territorid cuftd fio 
rcfcunt. Quid fit iflud y obfcurum cfiforfitdny er qw fi^ 
rdtione difquiritur.quifquis iflud ignordtydifce : dtq; dd* 
tnirdtus res tdtdt puris femper m fenfibm meticulojk ob* 
ferudtione cuflodt.Cu inter homines(inquiunt)effet ad* 
buc Nyfius er fcmeleius Ltber, noffe inferos expetiuit* 
&fub tdrtdri fcdibus quidtum reru dgercturyinquirerc: 
fedcupiditdthttceiusnonnuUis dtfficultatibus tmpedie* 
bdtur : quod quk iret dc pergeret mfiitid itinert/s ncfcie* 
bdt. Profumnus quidi exoritur ignominiofusdmdtor dci % 
4tq y > m ncfarids libidincs fittis pronm y quife idnud ditis % 
atq; dcherufios dditm poUicetur indicdturu y fi fibi gere* 
ret morem deusydtq y > uxorids uoluptdtes pdteretur ex fe 
cdrpi.Dcus ftcilis iurdt potefidtisfuturu dc uoluntdtis fe 
cius:fcd cum primum ab inferis compos uoti dtq y * expeti 
tionis redtjfct.uidm comiterProfumnus edtfferity dtq y - in 
limineipfoprofiituitinfcroru.intcrcd dumLiber Sty* 
gemycerberuyfuridtydtq; dlidsrescmncti curiofd inquU 
fitionecoUuflrdty ex uiuctium numero index tUedccidit, 
dtq y ex morefcpcliturhuano:emergit dbinfiris evhyius y 



G ENTES LIB. V .201; 

0 > recognofcitext'mttumducem>Quiutfidem comple* 
ret pdtthw iurdndi folueret religione fe iuris>locu jxr* 
git ddfuncris,w ficom ex drbore ramu udidifiimu pr<c 
fecdns^doldt^runcindt^kuigdt^humdnif^ecimfdbrU 
cdtur m penisifigit fuper dggerem tumuli,w pojticd ex 
pdrte nuddtus 7 dcccdit:fubdit 3 'mfidit. Ldfciuid demds lu* 
xuridntis dffumptdjiuc dty iUuc clunes torquet, er me* 
ditdtur db Ugno pdti,quod iamdudu m ueritdte promife* 
rdt.Acnequisfortek nobis tum impitf drbitretur confi 
ftdt res ef)e,Herdclito ut tefli non poftuldmus ut creddt* 
necmyjlerijsuolumusquidfuper tdlib.fenferit ex ipfiui 
dccipidt lettione y totdm interroget gr<ecidm y quid fibi ue* 
lint itbypbdUi, quos per rurd, pcroppidd mos fubrigit 
&uenerdturdntiquus?'mueniet cdufxseds, eds effequM 
dicimus:dut fi fuerit puditu ucritdtcm fimpliciter expli* 
tdre,quid obfcurdre,quidtegerecdufdm ritus,dtq; origU 
nem proderitfcu crimmdtio ipfd religiois m re fit. Quid 
dicitis 6 gentes,quid occupdt<e,quid dedite tempbru ue* 
nerdtiombusnutioncsfAd htcne nos fdad,fldmmis,exi 
lijs,c<edibut>dtq; reliquo genere fupplicioru compeUitis, 
fj crudelitdtis metufhofcmenobisdeos importdtis, mfi 
nudtis,infligitis:quorU jimiles nec uos effe, necfc dlium ue 
litis quenqudm fxngumis uobis gyddu>%r iurc fdmilidri* 
tdtis ddiuttumfPotcftisne impubibus, er pr<etextatis uc 
ftrriyqudsLiber induxcritpdttiones fuiscum dntdtonK 
indicdrefPoteflis ueftrdsnurus, qumimmo uobis mdtri* 
monio coiugdtto dd uerecundii Bdubonis impeUcrc,dtq; 
dd pudicds Cereris uoluptdtesf Vultis ueftri iuuencs fci* 
*nt,dudi<mt,difcdnt luppitcr ipfe qudlis m unamextite* 
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ritdtq; altrram mdtrcfVulttiddult£uirgines,robufiic(; 
ddbuc pdtresjdcm tjle infiliZ qua luferit drte cognofcitt 
Vultis gemidni idm ferutdiydtq; cx ijfdcm feminibutfrd 
tres,eundcm rurfm dcciput concubitus lettulos non cjfe 
aftterndtu fororiifltd ervp no proimus db huiufmodifu* 
giendum dijs longe, dc ne irrepdt in dnimu tdm tmpur<c 
religionis obfcocnitds,dudicntid totd cldudendd efifQuis 
eft emm mortdlium tdm pudicis moribus injtitutus^qucm 
non dd buiufmodi furixs deorum docmctd proritetfAut 
quis fuis comprimere eupiditdtcs d cogndtis udledt reue 
rendis^; perfonis,cum dpud fuperos fitnftu nihil in Ubi* 
dinum Htdcdt cofufione fcruxtumfvbi cnim primu perfe 
{tdmq; nxturdm intrd fines conflitcrit iuStos cupidine fu 
nm non udutffc fratdre,cur non in promifcuos dppetU 
tus cffimddtfehomo^ ingenitdfrdgilitdteprteceps dd* 
tutyO- mdgifterio fdnftdtdtuinitdtis ddiutusflmdudum 
mefkteor rcputdnte mecum in dnimo rerum huiufcemo* 
di mon&rdyfolitumeffemirdri dudereuosdiccre quenq. 
ex his dtbeum>irrc\igtofum,fdcrilcgum,qui dcos cfje om 
pino dut negent,dut dubitent : dut qui eos homtnesfuiffe 
tontenddniy^r poteftdtis dlicuim er mcriticdufd deom 
in numerum reldtosxum fiuertmfidtdtq; bdbedtwrcxd 
tncn,nuUos qum uos mdgis huiufmodipdrfit dppcU&tto 
mbus nuncupdruqui fubjpecie cultionis plut vn cos inge* 
rdtis mdledi£tionu ey criminum,qum fidperte hocfi* 
<ere confifiis mdUdittionibmcobibiffctisf Deos effe qui 
4ubitdt,dut cffc omnino qui negdUqmuis fequi fentetidt 
immdnes opinionu uidedtur duddcidyfine uUius tdmcn in 
fefldtione yerfont fidcm rebus nS dccomoddt muolutti: 
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CT quigeneris dffeuerdt eosfuifp tcrreni,quauis eos pri 
uct fublimitdtecoclitu,fubcifiutf tdmcn dccumultt UudU 
busfiquidem iUos diuimtatis ddmeritu bcneficijs autu* 
tnat,w uirtutu admirationibus fubleuatos. Vos uero qui 
umdiccs,cr e <>ru cbtcnditis immortalitatis cffe propaga 
tonsyUnumcxhisquempidpr&erifiis, trijifi^s ueSbris 
maLdi&ionibus inuulnerdtufautgenus uUum eft probri 
tam comm exi&imatione damnabde, quod m eos cbfer 
re mctucritii^ud nominis falte auftoritate tardatifQuis 
c.xdncat? mortdiacorporadcosedidit amaffef nb uosf 
Quts ilkfurtd didafiima in altenis genialib. perpetraf* 
fcfnon uosfQuts cu mitribusliberos,qui$ cu fuis uirgmi 
imrurfm p itres mfauflos mifcuiffecbcubiHufnon uosf 
quis fcitulos pulhnes, atq; adultos uenuftifiimis tmets % 
dppctitos effe miuflefnon uosfQuis abfaffos,qui cxole* 
tos, quis uerfipcUes, quisfurcs> quis in uinculis babitos* 
quis in catems,quis dcniq^fulminibus appetitos,quis uul 
neratos,quis obijffe fupremos dics,fcpulturas etiam me* 
ruiffe terrenasfnon uosf Cum igitur d uobis tot cr tantd 
i confixtd fint deorum in contumcliis crimina,audctis obij 
cere noftri nommis caufa numinum effe offcnfas mctes, 
cum Umdudu uos liqueat irarum effe tantarum reos, er 
diuin£ mdignationis duttorcsfSederrds(inquit)&' Ube 
riSifatisqi tc cffe impcritum* indottum, ac rufiicum ippt 
rerum infettationc demonfirds. Ndmiftt omneskifto* 
ri£,qu£ tibi turpes uidcntur y atq^ ad Ubem pcrtincre di* 
uindm,myilerid in fe cotment fdnfta y rdtibesmirds,dtq^ 
tltas.nec quas feilc quiuis pofiit ingenij uiuacitdtc per* 
Uofcere. N«£ enim quod fcriptm cft, dtq; in primt e[t. 
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pofitum uerboru fiontc,id fignificdtur,w dicitur,fedd 
legoricis fenfibus, cr fubditiuis inteUiguntur cmnid SU 
fecrctis. Itaq^ qui dicit cum fua conaibuit luppiter md* 
trc,non inccfids fignificdt dut propudiofds Veneris cont 
plexionesyfed louem pro pluuid,pro tellure Cererem nox 
mindt:Et qui rurfus perhibet Ufcium eZ exercuiffe cum 
filid,nihil defadis uoluptdtibus lociuitur, fed pro imbris 
nomineponitlouemjnfilit fignificdtionefemetem, Sic 
CT ille,quirdptdm Vitei pdtrcProfcrpin* dicit : nonui 
Cereris in turpifiimos dppetitus uirdgme dicit rdptd, fei 
quidglebis occulimus femind,ijfefub terrds dedm, er cti 
Orco fignificdtfaderdgenitaliscocilidrefatura. Conji 
mili rdtione er m hijlorijs c&teris dliud quidem dicitur* 
fed intelligitur dliud, cr fub uulgdri fimpliciute fermo= 
nis Idtet rdtio fccrctd,et dltitudo inuolutd myfterij. Argtt 
tU funt,ut dppdretydtq; dcumind h<ec omnid,quibas fulci 
re folenne eft malds in iudicijs cdufds, Quinimmo (ut u$ 
rius dicdm)fophiflicdrum d\ft>utdtionu, colores,ncn qui* 
bus uerumftd imdgo,w fpecies uerifnnper,dtq; umbrd 
conquiritur. N<f m quoniam rcclds dccipere lcttiones pu* 
dct,dcdecet,'mclindtumc(lin hdspdrtesutdlid fubijcere 
tur rcs dlijyO* in ftecic decoris,turpitudinis interpretd* 
tio cogerctur. Sed quid dd nos iflud, dn dlijfenfus, dlitcj; 
fententioe cofcripticmbus udnis fubfint f Kobis enim fd* 
tis cji, qui deos d uobis fcelerdte contendimus impiefy tra 
&dri,quod fcriptum e(l,quod diidiiur dcciperejicc curd* 
re in dbdito quid fitxum cvtumclid nummu non in obfcu 
Yd fenfuummcnte,fedmucrboriiem'mcntium fignificd* 
tione tenediur. Ac ne tmen uidedmur infcicere qua V (it 
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iflud quod dicitur noUe:primu iUud d uobis(fimodo com 
modarc pdtientidmuultis)exquirimus primu y dUegorico 
genere uel fcriptd h<tc effc y uel eode modo intcUigt opor* 
terc y unde efl uobis cognitu y uel unde intbrtdtu in confiUZ 
fcriptorcs dduocdrefuos fcilicet tum in corum pettoribut 
ldtitdbdtis y cum pro dlijs res dlids intcr ueritdte cdptdfub 
dcbdtfDeinde fi illi rdtionis dlicuius y er religionis metn 
myflcriditbtcouolucrc tencbrofdobfcuritdte uoluerunt, 
qiuntum uobis duddcijeeft^ut quodillinoluerunt y uos ue* 
litis inteUigereiuos fcirc cr cunttoru fubjlernere notio* 
ni y quod iUifruflrd uerbis minus ueru ftgnificdntibusoc* 
aderutf Scd y ut uobis dffentidmur in fibulis his omnibut 
ccruds pro iphigcnijs dici y undc tdmen uobis liquet y cu dl 
legoridsifldsuelexpltndtis y uclpdditis y cddem uos inter 
pretdriyeddecj; fentire y qu£ fub tdcitis cogitdtionibusipfif 
cib hiftoricisfcnfd funt y nec per uoces proprids y fignifica 
tionibus feddlijscxplicdtdfVos louis y ct Cereris coitum, 
imbrcm dicitis dittum teUuris ingrcmium Ltpfum:potc(l 
ttlius dliud cr drgutiusfingere y zr ucri cum fimilitudinc 
fufpicdri:potefl dliudtertius y potcfi dliud qudrtus, dtq; ut 
fe tulerint ingcniorumopindntiu qudlitdtcs y itd finguU 
res poffunt infinitis interpretdtionibus cxplicdri. Cum 
enim e rebus ocdufis omnis ifld qu£ diciturdUegorid fu- 
mdtur y nec hdbedt fincm ccrtu y \n quo rei qut dicitur y fit 
fixd dtq; immotd fcntcntid y unicuiq y liberu efl m id quod 
uelit dttrdhere lettioncm y w affirmdre id pofitu y in quod 
eum fud fifyitio er conietturd opimbilis duxerit. Quod 
cum itd fe hdbedt y qul poteflis rcs ccrtds rebus d dubijs fu 
tnerc,dtq 3 - undm ddiungerefgnificdtionc ditto y quod per 
•;v; tnodoi 
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tnodos uidcatn innnumeros expofitionum uarietate dedk 
tifDeniq; fi adcommodu ducitn^ etiam illud a ucbis rcpc 
tita intcrrogatione cbquirimw, cmties dc his fabulat cxi 
flimcnsMtffingulastotM ambtfhridsac bilingui's,zr 
ucrfipclhbus cffe fcriptas modisfan aliat earu partes nis 
bil ambiguum dicere,aliat uero multifiddA,atq; aUegonci 
tegmmis fupmettione uelatasfSi enm ad jincm 4 capitc 
textmomnis expofiticnis & fertcs obtcntionibiu abego 
Yicis clau fa funt>ediffertatc:monflratc quid pro rebus Un 
gulis,quMunaqufq; eloquiturfibula,fupponere debea* 
tiiM> promerc,quatq; in res alias atq; mtetligetmM 
eare. Vtenim loucm propluuia y Qererem (uerbicaufa) 
pro terra uultis audire er pro Libero^ac patre Dite,fub 
merfione femvnis atq$ iattuiita dicerc uos conuctut,quiA 
pro tauro debcamuf aceipercquid pro indignatione C« 
rerisatqi invquidfibiuclitprimo uerbii,qwd louis fohci 
tifupplicatiofQUtdaUegaticalites nec audittfquid ext 
(tus aricsfquid exettt arietis proles f quid fattsjhttio hii 
fhttafquid qu* rurfusgcfh funt libtdinc obfcaniore cum 
jiliafcoftmiliter er in altera fibula ennta nemus, cr /Jo 
rcs,quid fhtfquid fumptus ignis cx actna>coprehin)irq; 
iftx ficesfquid peragratio cum his orbis fquidattica rc* 
giofqutd Eleufiniut pagmfquid Baubonis tugurium,atq; 
bofcitiu rutticanumfquidcyceonis fignificet potiofquid 
afpcrnatio potionisfquid nouatio>(? reuelatio pudendo* 
rumfquid fpcttaculi flagttiofa didcedo,o- ex rcmedijS fcf 
hbus orbitatis obliuio coparataf Quodfipro hisomni* 
bus quod cporteat fubijci rcru immUtationc monflratis* 
mt ut uohis affenfum fuper tali affcueratwne tnbuamutz 

fm 
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fin autem finguk infinguUs neq,- potcftis opponere, nec 
ad rerum uocare contextii:qutd aUegorijs obfcurdtis ho* 
ncjtis id,quod fimpliciter fcrtptu eft,zr comunem dd im 
teUigentia publtcatufNifi forte dicetis non toto in hifto* 
ri<£ corpore dUegortM hdt effe,c<£teru partes aliasejfc co 
munitcrfaiptdt,aliasuerodupliciter,zr ambijiria ob* 
tentioe uclatdt. Vrbana f # ifh fubtilitds,<«r quibusUbct 
brutis pdtens. N<*m quid cuttd,qu£ fcriptd funt, inexpc* 
ditifiimu uobis efl traducere,inuerterc, deriujre, eligitis 
qutdi ueftr<£ couenicntia uoluntati,gr ex ipfis obttnerc 
cotendttis notbdt dtq; ddulteras lettioes interiori effc fu 
perpofitas ucritati. Qucd tdmen ut uobis itafefe habcrz 
(quanddmodudicitis)annuamus,qui fcitis,autundc co* 
gnofcitis,utra parsfitfcntctijshiflori<efaiptd fimplici* 
bus,utra uero fit dtffonis dtq^ aliaiisfignificdtioibus te= 
ttdfPottft enim fieri,ut quod uos exiftimatis fic effc,alU 
ter fe habeat:aut quod aliter credttis,coccptiontb.alijs co 
trarijsq; c platu fit. vbi enim dicitur in unius materi* co* 
pore pars effe aUcgorice fcripta,tdubitabili altera fcrmo 
nc,rcttoq^:nec inejt 1 re fignu,quo differctia iudkdri am 
biguoru pofiit fimpbciterqidtttorujipotcftqffimplex 
eft,ambtfvrmiterdittu extftimari,q qctambiguefcriptu 
eft,reclufis effe obtcnfionib.credi. Qtjorf quide quo genc 
re aut fiat,aut fieri poffe credatur,inteUigcre confitemu* 
minime poffeAnfrtciamiK enimquod dicitur hocmodo* 
In nemore,inqt,Ennen(i quonda ftores Vroferpina letti* 
tabat.lntcgru adhuc iftud eft,et rctta pronutiatioc proU 
tumma et nemus,et ftores qd fint,qd proferpina,quid ui 
rdgo, cuttis indubitdbiliter notu eft % Emicuit Summdnu* 

i terris 
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e tcrris curru quddrijugo ueftitdtM:fimplex et hoc <equd 

cjtinam quddrig£,currus,dtq; Summdnus mtcrpretdtio* 

nem defiderdnt nuUdm. improuifus Proferpmdm rdpuit, 

Cr fub terrdt fecum duexit:fcmmis('mquit)dbflrufio rd*. 

ptione in Proferpin* nucupdtur. quid dccidit qu<efo,ut m, 

aliud coucrtcreturhifioridtfemcn Proffrpmd diccreturi 

ut qux uirdgo Umdudufiorum m lettionibus hdbebdtur, 

poflqudm fubUtd cr rdpU efifignificdtionedoeperit hd 

bere fementistluppitcr(mquit)m tduru uerfus,concubi* 

tummdtrisfweCereris dppetudtiut expofitu fuprde&* 

nominibus his teUm cr Ubcns pluuU nucupdtur. Legent 

aUegoricdm uideo tenebrofis dmbiguitdtibus explkdtd* 

irdtd Ccres efi, cr cxdrfit, cr drictis prolcs pro poenx 

dtq; ultione fufcepit. Hoc iterum uideo cothunibut m pro 

loquijs promptumdm cr irdjt tefies,fdtisfd(tio,fuis hit 

moribus,ctcoditiomb.di£ld funt. Quidergo hicdccidit* 

ut db loue qui pluuid^ db Ccrercqut dppcUdtd efl ter< 

tdjres trdnfirct dd uerum louem,dtq; dd reru fimplicifiU 

mmdidionetAutigiturdebet dUegorico genereomnU 

effe fcriptdw pofitdjanofirdnddq; uniucrfd nobisidut 

gcnerei&oconfcriptucft nihilquonid effe quod credi* 

tur,qudfi pdrte ex hiftom no uidetur. hUegoricogcne* 

rc fcriptd funt h&c omnid. mnimc i&ud uidetur certum* 

qutritisqud rdtione,qud cdufdtquUomnequodgeftum 

e/l,cr in dlicuius opcris euidentid confiitutu efi,conuer* 

fxoncm non potcfi in aUcgorid dueimety enim potcfl infc 

ftum cjfc> quod fddum c&dut rvigefit ndturd in dlieni 

potcfldcgcnerdrendturdm.Nunquid beUu llidcum in So 

trtficm mti codonndtione potc&idut pugnd iU Cdn* 

henfii 



GENTES LIB. V xof 

Henfis profcriptio fiericrudelitdsfyfyUdndfPoteftquidc 
profcrtptio(quemddmodum TiiUius ludit)pugttd dici>dp 
peUdriq; Cannenfis. Sed qu<ege&d efl dudum pugnd efjc 
no poteflsddetocfc profcriptiomeq; enim quodgeftu eft 3 
potefi dliud(ut dixi)q id effc quodgeflum eft,dut in dlie* 
nam migrdre fubfldntidm id, quod m ui proprid, dtch \n 
fui generis qudlitdte defixum eft. Vnde igitur probdmtrt 
biftorids hds omnes rerum effegefldrum confcriptionesf 
Ex folennibws fcilicet fitcris, dtq ; mitiorum myflerijs:uel 
qu<e ftdtit fiunt tcporibus, dc dicbuSyUel qu£ in dbdito tr<t 
dunt gentes,moris proprij perpetuitdte ferUdtd. Nect; e* 
ttim credendu efl fine fui/s originib. htc effefruflrd, dtq* 
mdnUfierimec hdbere coniunttdt primis mftitutionibivi 
Cdufds. Pinut ilk folenniter qwe m mdtris inftrturfxnttvi 
de<e,nonne iUiws intdgo eft drboris,fub qud fibi Atys uirvi 
demeftis genitdlibus dbftulitf er qmm memordnt diudttt 
bi foktium fui confccrduiffe moerorisflthyphdtlorum iUa 
fdfcinorucfc fubrettio,quos ritibutdnnuis ddordt er cott 
cclebrdt grtcidjtone iUius fdcinoris fimilitudine refert % 
quofed debito Liber UberduitfEleufind iUx myfterid, er 
fdcrorii reconditiritwi>cuiusmcmoridm coimentfnbnnt 
iUius erroris,quo mfili<e coquifitione Ceres fiffd, ords ut 
UcnitdddtticdSytriticedSdttulitfruges fnebriddrii fdmi* 
lidm peUiculdcohoneftduit bmmU:& iUud [f>c£ldculuttt 
tndximum Bdubonis m inguinibM rifit t dut fi did auft 
rjhnibil dd nos iftud> dum modo cdufd cunttd iftd confi* 
ant.Nefyenim credibileeft,nuUiSdnteccdentibut cdufit 
fufccptd h<tc effetdut infdnire iudicdndum e& dtticos>qui 
fibiritumreligionisdffixerint cofUtum rdtionibutmd* 

o H 
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lis. Qnpd fi liquct,vr cojiatjd efl fi rcbusaftis myfierb 1 
ru caufeatq; origines cfjluut, m aUegoricas fyecies rndU 1 
poffunt coucrfione traduci. quod emm fattu, geflti ejl,in \ 
fzttu non potcjifierireru probibentc natura.Et tame ut \ 
uobisitafckabcreaffentiamurrcsifias,id cfluthifiori* I 
dliud ucrbis foncnt ncfcio qutd,aliud more barioixntium 
dicantjta non animaducrtttts 7 non uidetis quata ittud di 
catuf&cum ignominu fierUcontumcltaq; diuorumf dtt 
iniurid grautor uUd potis eft repcrtrt,quam terri,z? pfa i 
uiam,uel quodltbct aliud( nihil cnim rcfirt qu& fidt intcr 
prctatione couerf\o)\ouis cr Cercm dicere atq^ appcUa 
re concubitufw cum dcorum crimtntbus labcm imbris & 
caloicr teUuris fignificdremddorcmfPotcfi irreltgiofi* 
us quippkm uel ext(iimari y ucl crcdt.quam fcmma terris 1 
merfdyuel quodltbet aliud(nibil cnim fimtlitcr refirt)ra* 
ptum Profcrpin* diccre>w cum nota Vitis pdtris rei rn 
fiicx dci proloquif Konne miUics optatius fuit ellnguatt 
fieri dt<k mutumidtq; fcaturigtncm tflam uocis y cr &n* 
pitum focdt loquacitdtis amitterc, quam dcoru nominiM J 
hws res appeUare turpifiimasfquintmmo turpibus dcorti 
fattis ncgocia (ignificare uulgariaf Antea mosfuerat aU \ 
legoricas dittioncs honcflifitmis fcnfibus obumbrarc> res \ 
turpcsyCT fccdas prolatu, honcfioru conucftirier dignU 
tate. At ucro uobis auttoribus pcr turpitudmcm dicuntue 
resgraucs,ct cafiitate poUcntia obfcccnis cdmorantur 'm 
uocibus.ut quod olimgrauitasfadae rei uerccudia conte* 
gcbatur,nunc fcurriliterjurpitcrq; dicatur digna res clo 1 
cutionc mutata. Quod m adultnrio dicimus Martem (in* \ 
quit)w vcncrcm Vulwni effc circuretitvs trfacupidi* 

tdtcm 
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Ydtcm dicimus dtque irm,ui prcffds confilioq; rdtionis. 
Quid enim prohtbcbdt,quidobjLtbdt unZqudq; rcm uer 
bis,vr fuis fignificdtiontbus promercf immo quid urge* 
hdt cum nefcio quid indicarc pcr comentdrios w fcripta 
UoluiffetynoUc illud intcUigi quod mdicdrctfcd cotrdrtds 
rcs fimul una expofitionc fufciperc y ftudiii doccrc cupictt 
tis,zr nolcntis oftedcre mdlignitdtcfdn dcos ddulteros di 
dere periculum hdbuit nullufProldtio cupidinis dtq ; irt, 
Vingudmo-osfurdntobfcano coinqtundturd cotdftuf 
Qupd (i utifyfierety cr kUegoric£ ctcitdtis obumbrdtio 
toUcretur^ fkilis dd dtfcendu rcsejfet, cr deoru digni 
fds coferudrctur i&efd. Nunc uero cu dicitur m Mdrtis ct 
ih Veneris uindione uitioru cffe fignificdtd comprcfiio, 
pcruerfifiim* res du£ fimul ijfdcm tcporibus fiunt, ut cr 
focdjc rcifrecies inteUettu fubijcidt honc&dtis, cr prtut 
dnimu turpitudo q rcligionis dlicuius pcrftringdt duclo* 
ritdS.NiCiforte dtcetis(hocenim folu reftdt,quod d uobis 
poffe uidcdturopponi)deos fud myflcrid noUcdb homini 
bus fciri : cr iccirco hiftorids dmbdgibus cffc dUcgoricis 
fcriptds. Et unde uobis eft liquidu y q,homiuibus fuperind 
lint fud myfterid publicdrifVndc iUd uos fcitis y dut cur u 
dijfolucre in dUegoridru expldndtionecurdtisfAd extrc 
thu et ultimu>quid fibi dij uolut y ut honc&d cu noltyt, tur 
pifiimddefcdicidtq; indccordpdtidturf Atyemcu nomi 
mnius y folc(inquit)figmficmus y & dicimutfcd fi Atys 
foleft(quemddmodti connumcrdtis, ©' dicitis) quis crit 
Atys iUc y que m Phrygid genitu ueftrx prodiit dtq; indi* 
cknt litertfque pdffum cffe rcs ccrtds y fec\ffc itcm rcs ce? 
tti:que mj]>ettdculiiludicristkcdtr4 Uniucrfx noucrr; 
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tdtionum dduerfut Gentes 

Liber fcxtus. ' 

J^SSSSf V N C quonidm fummatim oficndimMycj, 
impids de dijs ueflris opinionu conftitucri 
Jk^^' tts infantMjequitur ut dc tcmpltsjc fimu 
F ^SttK yektit ctityfAcrijicijsq; dicdmus:dcq ; <xlu 
ferie,qu<t his rebus anncxa c/hcr uicmd copuldtione co 
iunttd. m hdc enim cofueflis pdrte crimen nobis mdximti 
impietdtis &ffigerc:quod neq;<edcs fitcrds ucncrdtiori dd 
cfficid conflrudmM>non deorum dlicuius fimuldchru cort 
ftitudmusydut formdm:no dltdrid fdbricemus, nondrM* 
tion ctforum fdngumc dnimdnttu demus y non thurd^neq; 
frugesfdlfdt,non deniq- uinum l iquens pdterdru effufio* 
mbus mfcrdmu*:qu£ quidcm nos ceffdmus no idco uel ex 
*dificdre,uclfdceretdnqud impids gcrdmus er fcelcro* 
fds mentesydut alique fumpferimus tcmerdrid m deos de* 
fferdtione contemptu.fcd quod deos drbitrdmur,w crc* 
dimM(fi modo dij certifunty&nominis huius eminentia 
pr(editi)bonor»h<tcgencrddUt rifuihtbercyfi ridednty 
dut mdigne perpetiyfi motibus exdfrerentur irdrum. Vt 
enim nofcdtis quid dc iflo nommc fcntiamus>iudicify fi* 
mus cuiuSyexifiimdmus nos cos ( fi modo dij certifunt, ut 
eddcm rurfm focidtefr dicdtur)tunttdru cffc debere per 
fettdrumi^ uirtutn/dpienteSyiuftoSygrdues^fi modo nul 
ld eft culpd quod eos Idudtbutdccumuldmut humdnis)in* 
tcflinis poUentes boniSytiec extrdneis ddminicutis mdige 
rc:quoditUs ifltegritdt moffenpe bedtitudms coptedtur: 
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<tt> dffcftibu* cun(tis y er cunftis perturbdtionibuA Vbc* 
rosinon ird effcruere y non ullis cupiditdtibus cxcitdrU ca 
Umitdtcm irrogdrc nuUis y no ex mdlis hominu crudclcm 
*ccipercuoluptdte y non teyrereportentis y non prodigio* 
fdsofientdreformidpnes y non uotoru debitishabereob* 
noxios zj obligdtosjtec pidcuUrcs hoflids ftgnis mindci 
bus po&ukrejion peftdentids y non morbos y corruptionc 
dcris ]/nducere y non ddurcre ficcitdtibusfruges y non c*dU \ 
hus mtereffebeUoru y non urbium ftragibus y non dduerft 
his udlc y non iUorum comoditdtibus fuffragdrifed quod 
ntdgndrum ejl mextiii pari pcndcrecunftos Uncc y w in* 
dtuiduMcunftisbcncuolctidScxhibere. Cddtici cnimge* 
neriSiCr mfirmitdtU human<e cji contrdrijs cgae y cosq; 
quos tangAtdffcflio y pdti dolorc y dim'mui y fdpientium fci 
td er pronucidtd dcfiniuntmec poffe alitcr fieri y quin lc* 
gibus mortdlitdtis dfiri(lifint y quifint utiri perturbdtio* 
nibus mdncipdti. Qupd cum itd fe hdbedt, qui poffumut 
iudicdri deos hdbere contemptuifquos nifi funt rc(li y er 
ntdgndrum mentium ddmirdtionc Uuddbdes y deos negd^ 
tnus exiftere, nec poteftdtibus poffe coclitum dpplicdrii 
Scd tcmpU iUis extruimus nuUd y nec eorum cffigies ddo* 
rdmus y non mdttdmus hoitids y non thurd dc uind Itbd* 
mus . Et quid dmplius poffumu* uel honoris eis dttribue* 
re, uel dtgnitdtU y quhn quod eos m ed pondmus pdrte, 
qud rerum cdput y ac dom'mum y fummum(h ipfum rcgcm» 
eui dtbent diutm nobifcum quod effe fe jcntiunt, w ui* 
tdlim fubftdntideontincriiNunquidenim delubrisdut 
templorum eum conftru£tionibu**honordmusf Nww* 
quid cibokw ctdimu i Nunquid dltds rcs ddmus y qud& 

o 4 Ubdrt 
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\n ddmirdtioneconuerteret,dtq; rifum,quod obieftu lu* 
ptini coftteftuiq; diukio,w obUuionemiferidrum <Uret % 
Cr hdbitum m Utiore repentind hiUritdte trdduceretfO 
qudlid,6 qwxntd irridentespotuimi^yCduiUdntesq; dcpro 
merefi non rcligio nosgenth',w literdru prohiberet du 
fioritdtfidmdudu mefdteor htfitdrcyrircubifcere, tergi 
nerfxri tricds(quemddmodum dicitur) coduplicdre tcUe* 
ndt,dum pudormehdbet dlmdtlk proferre myfterid* 
quibus in Liberi honore pdtrvs ithyphdUos fubrigitgrt* 
cid,!? fimuldcris uiriliufafcinorum territorid cuftd flo 
refcunt. Quid fit iftud y obfcurum cftforfitdn, v qu* fat 
rdtione difquiritur.quifquis ifludignordt,difce: dte^ dd* 
tnirdtus res tdtdt puris femper m fenfibut meticulofd ob* 
ferudtione cuftodi.Cu 'mterhom'mes('mquiunt)effet dd* 
huc Nyfius cr fcwcleiut Liber, noffe inferos expetiuit* 
Cr fub tdrtdrifedtbut quifadm reru dgereturjnquircrc: 
fedcupiditMh<eceiutnonnullis difficultdtibus impedie* 
bdturiquod qudiret dcpergeret i/nfcitiditinertinefcie* 
bdt. Profumnus quidd exoritur ignommiofwsdmdtor dei* 
atq; m nefdridslibidines fixtis pronw, quife ianud ditis* 
atq; dcherufios dditus pollicetur mdicdturu>fi fibi gere* 
ret morem deus,dtq; uxorids uoluptdtes pdteretur ex fc 
cdrpi.Vcus fdcilis turdt poteftdtitfuturu dc uoluntdtti fe 
eiutifed cum primum ab inferis compos uoti dtq$ expeti 
tionis rediffct.uidm comiterProfumnut ediffcrit, dtq; m 
limineipfoproflituitinfcroru.intcrcd dumLiber Sty* 
gcm,ccrberu,furiM,dtq; dlidsresomncis curiofd inqui* 
fitione coUuftrdty ex uiuctium numero index ille dccidit* 
atq; ex morefcpcliturhudno.cmergit dbinftris euhyiut, 
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(Jr recognofcit extmttum ducem. Qui ut fidem comple* 
ret pdttho* iurdndi folueret religione fe iuriSylocu j>erm 
git ddfunerityty ficoru ex drbore rdmu Udlidifiimu pr& 
fecdnsydold 0 runcindtykuigdtyC^bumdnif^ecimfdbri* 
cdtur m penisifigit fuper dggerem tumuli y ^r poflicd ex 
pdrte nuddtusydcccdiufubditytitfidit. Ldfciuid demde lu* 
xuridntis dffumptdybuc dtq; iUuc clunes torquet, er me* 
ditdtur db ligno pdti y quod umdudu m ueritdte promife* 
rdt.Acnequisforted nobis tam impUs drbitretur confi 
£lds res effe^Herdclito ut tefii non pofluldmus ut creddt* 
necmyflerijsuolumusquidfuper tdUb.fenferit ex ipfiut 
accipidt le(lione y totdm mterroget gr<ecidmyquid fibi ue* 
lint ithyphdUiyquos per rurdyper oppidd mos fubrigit 
Cr uenerdturdntiquMfinueniet caufds eds y eM effe qudi 
dicimut:dut fi fuerit puditu ueritdtem fimpliciter expli* 
tdre y quid obfcurdreyquidtegere cdufxm rituSydtq; origU 
nem proderitfcu crimmdtio ipfd rcligiois m re fxt. Quid 
dicitis 6 gentesyquid occupdUyquid dedite temploru ue* 
nerdtionflpusndtionesfAd btcnenos fdcrd,fldmmtiyexi 
lijSyC£dibut,dtqi reliquogenerefupplicioru compcUitis, 
W crudelitdtis metufhofcmenobisdeos importdtis y mfi 
nudtiSyinjiigitis:quoru (imiles nec uos effe y nefy dlium ue 
litis qucnqudm fxngumis uobis grddu>vr iure fdmilidri* 
tdtis ddiuftumfPotcfiisne impubibus y er prttextatis uc 
firiSyquds Liber iaduxeritpdttiones fuvs cum dmdtorib. 
'mdicdrefPotefiis ueftrds nurus y qumimmo uobis mdtri* 
monio coiugdtds dd uerecundii Bdubonis impeUerc y dtcfc 
ad pudicds Cereris uoluptdtesf VuUis ueflri iuuencs fci* 
Ant 9 dudiant,difcdnt luppitcr ipfe qudlis m unamextite* 

n s rit 
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ritdtefc dlterdm mdtrcf vultis ddulu uirgines y robufiic^ 
ddhuc pdtresjdcm ijle tnfilii qud lufcrit drtc cognofcitt 
Vultisgcrmdniidm femdi^dtq; cxijfdan feminibus fra 
tres,eundem rurfm dccipiit concubttus lettulos non effc 
tfrerndtu fororisfitd ergo no protinus db huiufmodifu* 
giendum dijs longe, dc ne irrepdt in dnimu tdm impurt 
religionis obfcccnitds>dudicntid totd ckudendd eflfQM 
efl enim mortdlium tdm pudtcis moribus inftitutus y qucni 
non dd huiufmodi furixs deorum documctd proritetfAut 
quis fuds comprimere cupiditdtcs dcogndtis udledt reuc 
rendisq; perfonis y cum dpud fuperos fitnttu nihil in libi* 
dinum uidcdt cofuftone fcrudtumfvbi cnim primi perfc 
ftdmq; ndturdm intrd ftnes confittcrit iuttos cupidine fu 
dm non udtuiffe frcndre,ctir non in promifcuos dppetim 
tus effunddt fc hoinoyZT ingenitdfidgilitdte praeps dd* 
tM*,er mdgiflerio fdnttt dtuinitdtis ddiutusf \dmdudunt 
mefkteor reputdnte mccum in dnimo rerum huiufcemo* 
4i monSkrdyfoUtumeffemirdxi dudereuosdiccre quen% 
ex his dtheum y irrcligtofum,fdcrilegum,quideos efje om 
flino dut negent,dut dubitent : dut qui eos hominesfuiffc 
tontenddni^ potefldtis dlicuius er meriticdufd deorZ 
in numerum reldtosxum Jiucrumfidt dtq; hdbedtur cxd 
incn,nuUos qum uos mdgis huiufmodipdr fxt dppcUdtio 
Htbus nuncupdri y quifubfpecie cultionis plus tn cos inge* 
rdtis mdledittionu cr criminum,qum ftdperte hocfi* 
<ere confifiis mdledittionibus cobtbiffctisf Deos effe qui 
dubttdt,dut cffc omnino qui negdt y quiuis fequi fentetidt 
immdnes opvnionu uidedtur duddcidyflne ullius tdmcn in 
fettdtioncpcrfontfidmrebusnSdccomodat tnuolutti: 
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CT quigeneris dffcucrdt cos fuifp tcrreni>quauis cos pri 
uct fublimiuteccclitUyfubcifiutf Umcn dccumuUt UudU 
bus:)iqmdem lUos diumiUtiSddmeritu bcncficijs dutu* 
ntdt,<zr utrtutu ddmirdtionibus fubleuutos. Vos ucro qui 
umdiccs>o- eoru cotcnditis immoruliutis cffe propdga 
tori SyUnum ex his quemptdpr&erifiis, trdjjjlts ue&rts 
tnaU di&ionibws inuulnerdtiifautgenut uUum e& probri 
tam cotnum exi&imatione ddmndbile, quod m cos cofer 
re mctucnns^uel nomlnis fdlte duttonutc UrddtifQuis 
cddncj. moruUi corporx dcos edidit dmdffef tto uost 
qms lUafurtd dulafiimd in dltenis genidlib. pcrpetrdf* 
fcffion uosfQuis cu mitribusliberos,quis cu fuis uirgmi 
bus rurfut p itrcs infxujios mifcuiffe cocubttusf non uost 
quis fcitulos puiiones, dtq; .tdultos uenuftifiimis [\nevs % 
tppctitos effe tniufiefnon uosfQuis dbfciffos y quicxolex 
tos, quis uerfipcUeSy quis furcs> quis in uinculis hdbitos, 
quis in cdtems,quis deniq y fulmmibut dppetitos y quis uul 
nerdtos,quis obijjfe fupremos dtcSyfcpulturds etum me* 
ruiffe terrendsfnon uosf Cum igitur d uobis tot er UnU 
xonflxtd fint deorum in contumcliis crimindydudctis obij 
cere noflri nomi/nis cdufd numinum effe offcnfds metes* 
cum umdudu uos liquedt irdrum effe UnUrum reos> er 
iiuim mdigndtionvs duftoresfSed crrds(inqutt)0' Ube 
riSifxtisfy tc cffe impcritum* 'mdodum y dc ruflicum ipfa 
rerum infeftdtionc demonfirM. Hdmifi* omncshiho* 
risc y qu£ tibi turpes uidentur>dtcu dd Idbem pertinerc di« 
uindm y myftcrid in fe cotmcnt Jdnftd y rdtioesmirdSydtq; 
tlus.nec qudsf.icilcquiuispofiit ingcnij uiudciuteper* 
ucfcere. Nefy enim quod fcnptum <ttq; in prim e/i. 
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pofitum uerboru fiontcjdfignificdtur,z?dicitur,fcddl 
lcgoricis fenfibus, cr fubditiuis inteUiguntur cmnid SU 
fecrctis. ltaq; 9 qui dicit cum fud conaibuit luppiter mds 
trc,non vnccfids fignificdtdut propudiofa Veneriscom 
plcxionesyfcd loucm pro pluuid,pro tellure Cererem nox 
tnindt:Et qui rurfus perhibet Ufciuids eZ exercuiffe cum 
filid>nihil defixdis uoluptdtibus loquitur,fed pro imbris 
nomineponitlouemjnfiliic fignificdtionefemetem. Sic 
er ille,qui rdptdm Dite k pitrc Proferpin* dicit : non ui 
Cereris in turpifiimos dppetitus uirdginedicit rdptd,fed 
quid glebjs occulimusfemind,iffe fub terrds dedm, er cu 
Qrco fignificdtfaderdgenitaliscocilidrefcetur*. Confi 
tnili rdtione er vn hiflorijs c&tcris dliud quidem dicitur* 
fed intelligitur dliud, &fub uulgdri fimplicitate fermo* 
rtis Utet utio fecrctd,et dltitudo inuolutd myfterij. Argu 
tufunt,utdppdret,dtq; dcumind h<£comnid,quibusfulci 
rc folcnnc cfl mdds in iudicijs cdufits. Qumimmo (w* W 
rius dicdm)fophifticdrum difyutdtionu, cclores,ncn qui* 
lm uerumfcd imdgo,zrft>ccies ueri fnnper,dtq; umbra 
conquiritur.Ndmquonidm recidsdccipcrclcttiones pu= 
dct,dedecet,mclindtumcflin hdspdrtcsutdlid fubijcerc 
tur res dlij,w in fyecic decorisjurpitudinis interpretd* 
tio cogerctur. Sed quid dd nos ijlud, dn dlijfenfm, dlitq; 
fcntcnti<e cofcripticnibut udnis fubfint f Kobis enim fd* 
tis cft, qui deos d uobis fcclcrdte contendimm impiefy tr& 
&dri,quod fcriptum eft,quod diidiiur dccipcrejicc curd* 
re in dbdito quid fitxum cotumclid num'vn% non in obfcu 
Yd fenfuummcnte,fed'muerboruentmentitm fignificd* 

tione tenedtur. Ac ne tmen uidedmur infeicere qua ! e Rt 

iftui 
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i&ud quod dicitur noUc:primu iUud a uobis(fimodo com 
tnodarc paticntiam uultis)cxquirimus primu,aUegorico 
gcnere uclfcripta h<ec effc,ucl eodc modo inteUigt opor* v 
tcrcyUndc efl uobis cognitu,ucl undc intimatu in confiliH 
fcriptorcs aduocarefuos fcilicct tum in corumpcttoribut 
latitabatis,cum pro alijs rcs aliat intcr ueritate captafub 
dcbatfDcinde fi Mi rationis a\icuiw> er religionis mctn 
myflcria ilU couolucrc tcncbrofa obfcuritatc uolucrunt, 
quantum uobis audacidceflyUt quodiTlinolucrunt^uos ue* 
litis intcUigerc:uos fcirc cr cunttoru fubjlcrnere notio* 
ni,quod iUifru&ra uerbis mims ucru (ignificantibuioc* 
culerutf Scdy ut uobk afjcntiamur in fabulis his omnibu* 
ccruas pro xphigcnijs dici 3 undc tamcn uobis liquct y cu al 
lcgorixs iflat ucl explanatis,ucl padttis,cadcm uos intcr 
prctariycadccj; fentirc>qu& fub tacitis cogitationibusipfis 
ab hi&oricisfcnfa funt,ncc pcr uoccs propriaSyfigtiifi&t 
tionibus fcdalijs cxplicatafVos louis, ct Cercris coitum» 
imbrcm dicitis dittum tcUuris ingrcmium ldpfum:potcfl 
ttlius aliud er argutiics fingere^ ucri cum fimilitudine 
fufpicari:potcjl aliudtcrtius y potcfi aliud quartus, atq ; ut 
fc tulerbit ingeniorum opinantiu qualitatcs y ita finguU 
respoffunt infinitis intcrpretationibus cxplicari. Cum 
enim e rcbut occlufis omnis ifla qu£ dicituraUegoria fu= 
maturjicc habeat fihan ccrtu,in quo rei qus dicitur, fit 
fixa atq; immota fcntcntia,unicuiq 7 libcru cfi m id quod 
uclit attrahcrc lettioncm&affirmare id pofitu y in quoi 
eum fua fuftitio er conicttura opbtabilis duxcrit Quod 
cum ita fc babeat,qui potcflis rcs ccrtas rcbus a dubijs fu 
tnerc ? atq; unam adimgcrefignificationcditto,qiiod pcr 
• v tnodoi 
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tnodos uidcattt innnumerosexpofitionum uarietetcdcdk 
cifDeniq^fi adcommodu duatts y etiam tllud a uclis rcpe 
tita mtcrrogattone coquirtmm y omnes dc his fabulas exi 
flimcns y idtjlJingulastotaA ambtfhrias ac bilmgucs y ZT 
ucrfipclltbus effe fcriptat modisfan aliat earu partcs ni* 
bil ambiguum dtcere y altas uero multijidat y atq; aUegortci 
tegmmis fuperiettione uelatasfSi enim ad finem a capite 
ttxtusomnts cxpofittcnts & fertcsobtcntionibM aVego) 
ricts claufa funt y edtffertatc:monjlrate quid pro rcbus 'in 
gults y quasunaqujeq^ eloquiturjhbula,jupponcfe debea* 
tnus y o promere y quatq; in res alias atq y - tn-c]ligctids>uo 
care. Vtenimiouempropluuia^ Ca-erem (ucrbicaufa) 
pro terra uultis audire %r pro Ltbero y ac patre Dite,fub 
merfione fetnints atq>- iattu:ita dicerc uos conuatit y quid 
pro tauro debeamm accipere y quid pro indignatione C« 
reris atc^ ira:quid fibi ucltt prtmo ucrbu y quid louis fohci 
tifuppltcatiofQUidaUcgaticalitesnccaudittfquid cxt 
dus aricsfquid exetti arietis proles f quid fatisjhttio hit 
frttafquid qit£ rurfusgcfhfunt libtdinc obfccemore cunt 
filiafcofimditer er tn altera fkbula enn<ea nemm y cr flo 
res y quid fintfquid fumptus ignts ex actna y coprekcnjccq^ 
ifU ficesfquid peragratio cum his orbis f qutd attica rc= 
giofqutd Elcuflnim pagmfquid Baubonis tugurium y atq; 
hofeittu ruRtcanumfquidcyceonisfignificet potiofquii 
afi>crnatio potionisfquid nouatio y £r rcuelatto pudcndo* 
rumfquid jpcttaculi flagitiofa dtdcedo y %r cx rcmedys t<t 
Itbus orbttatis obltuio coparataf Quod fi pro his omni* 
bus quod oporteat fubijct rcru immutationc monjiratis* 
crit ut uohts affcnfum fuper tali ctffeueratwne trtbuamiuz 

fm 
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/w dutem finguh in fingulis neq; potcfiis opponere, nec 
ad rerum uocdrc contextii:quid dUegorijs obfcurdtis ho* 
ncjtis id,quod fimpliciter fcriptu cfi^cj- comunem dd in* 
teUigentii publtcdtufNifi forte dicetis non toto in hiflo* 
rti corpore dUegoridt hat cffe y c<£teru partes dlidscffc co 
muniter fcript^dlids uero dupliciter^ dmbifkrid ob* 
tentioeueldtds.Vrbdnd eft ifh fubtilitds^ quibuslibct 
brutis pdtens.Udm quid cuftd y qu£ fcriptx funt y inexpcx 
ditifiimu uobis efi trdducere y inuerterc y deriudrc y eligitU 
qu£di ueflne couenicntid uoluntdtuqr ex ipfis obttnere 
cotenditis nothds dtq; ddulterds leftioes interiori effe fu 
perpofitds ucrituti. Qucd tdmen ut uobis itdfefe hdbere 
(quanddmodudicitis)dnmamus y qui fcitis y dutundc co* 
gnofcitis y utrd pdrs fit fentctijs hijiori£ fcriptd fimplicU 
btiSyUtrd uero jit diffonis dtcfc dlicnisfignificdtioibus te= 
ftdfPottft enim fieri y ut quod uos exijiinuxtis fic ejfc y dli* 
ter fe hdbedt:dut quod dliter credttis y coceptiomb. dlijs ca 
trdrijsq; { pldtu fit. vbt enim dicitur in unius mdterU cay 
pore pdrs effe dUegorice fcriptdjdubitdbili dlterd fcrmo 
ne,rcftoq;:nec ineji 1 re Jignu y quo differetid iudkdri dm 

biguoru pofiit fimpUciterq,diftoru y tdpotefiqd'fimplex 
eflydmbiformiterdiftu exiftimdri y q q<tdmbiguefcripiu 
ejt,redu(is effe obtenfionib.credi. Qupd quide quo gene 
re dut fidt y dut fieri poffe creddtur y inteUigere confitemur 
minimc poffcAnftncidmus enimquod dicitur hocmodo^ 
In nemorcjnqtyEnnenfi quondd fiores Vroferpind leftim 
tdbdt.Jntcgru ddhuc ifhid eft,et reftd pronutidtioc prold 
tumwd et nemus,et fiores qd fint>qd proferpind y quid ui 
rago, cuftis indubitdbiliter tiotu eft % EmicuitSummdnu* 

i terris 
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e terris curru quddrijugo ueftitdtutfimplex et hoc £que 

eft.ndm quddrig£,currut,dtq; Sumnunm intcrpretdtio* 

nem defiderdnt nutldm.lmprouifws Proferpmdm rdpuit* 

Cr fub terrds fecum duexit:femmis(inquit)dbftrufio rd*. 

ptione in Vroferpm£ nucupdtur. quid dccidit qu£fo,ut wt 

diud couertereturhiftoridffemen Proftrpmd dicereturi 

Ut qu£ uirdgo Umduduflorum m leftionibus hdbebdtur, 

poflqudm fubldtd er rdptu efiyfignificdtionedceperit hd 

bere fementisfluppitcr(mquit)m tduru uerfut,concubi* 

tummdtmfweCereris dppetiuitiut expofttu fuprieSt* 

nommibm hvs teUus er Ubens pluuid nucupdtur. Legent 

cUegoricdm uideo tenebrofis dmbiguitdtibut explicdtd* 

irdtd Ceres eft, cr cxdrfit, er drietis proles pro poenx 

ctf $ ultione fufcepit. Hoc iterum uideo coitiunibwt m pro 

loquijs promptu:ndm er ird,et tejles,fdti$fdftio,fuif hit 

moribut,ctcoditionib.diftd funt. Quidergo hicdcctdit* 

Ut db loue qui pluuid,w db Ccrere,qu£ dppeUdtd efl ter* 

Yd>res trdnfiret dd uerum loucm,dtq; dd reru fimplicifii* 

ntdmdtftionefAutigiturdebet dUegorico genereomnid 

cffe fcriptd>o* pojitd,demoftrdnddq; uniuerfdnobisidut 

genereiftoconfcriptue& nihibquonid effe quod credi* 

tur,qudfi pdrte ex hiftoM no uidetur. kUegorico gene* 

rc fcriptd funt h£c omnidMinime i&ud uidetur ccrtum* 

qu£ritis qud rdtione,qud cdufdfquid omne quod ge&um 

eft,CT m dlicuiut opcris euidenttd confittutu eft,conuer* 

ftonem non potcft m dUcgorii ducimcty enim potcfl mfc 

ftum effe y quod fdftum c&dut m gefi£ ndturd in dlieni 

poteftdegenerdrendturdm.NunquidbeUu llidcum in Sd 

crtticm mti codcmttdtione pote&fdHt pugnd iU Cdn* 

nenfii 
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Henfis profcriptio fieri crudelitdtcfrfyUdndf Potejl quide 
profcriptio(quemddmodum TtdUus ludit)pugna dici,<xp 
peUdriq; Cdnnenfis. Sed qwege&d ejl dudum pugrtd effc 
no potefl,eddetocfc profcriptiomeq; enim qtlodgeftu eft s 
potefi <diud(ut dixi)q id cffe quodgcfium eftydut in dlie* 
ndm migrdre fubfldntidm id, quod in ui propridy dtch m 
fui generis qmlitdte defixum eft. Vnde igitur probamut 
biftorids hds otnnes rerum cffegeftdrum confcriptionesf 
Bx folennibus fcilicet fdcriSy dtq; btitiorum myfterijs:uel 
qu£ ftdtis fiunt tcporibuiy dc dicbuSyUel qu£ m dbdito trd 
dunt gcntesymoris proprij pcrpetuitdte ferUdtd. Neq; e* 
nvn credendu eft finc fuis originib. htec effe fruftrd, dtq; 
hdnUfierimec hdbere coniunttdS primis inftitutionibut 
Cdufa.PinM illd folenniter qu£ m mdtris infkrtur fdnttvi 
de<z>nbnne iUiM imdgo eft drboriSyfub qud fibi Atys uirvi 
demeftis genitdlibus dbftulitf er qudm memordnt diudtti 
in foldtium fui confccrduiffe moerorisfltbypbdUorum ilU 
fdfcinoru^fubrettioyquos ritibus annuis ddordt er cort 
celebrdt gr<ecid,none illius fdcinoris fimilitudine refert* 
quofed debito Liber UberduitfEleufind illd myfterid, er 
fdcroru reconditirituSyCuiusmemoridm cotvnentfnonne 
iUius erroriSyquo infiliae coqui(itione Ceres ftfft> ords ut 
UenitdddtticdSytriticedSdttulitfruges fnebriddru fdmi* 
lidm peUiculdcohoneftduit h'mnuk:c? iUudfccttdculuM 
tndximum Bdubonis vn inguinibus rifit f aut fi dlid cxufx 
eftynibil dd nos iftudy dum modo cdufd cunttd iftd confi* 
dnt.Neq^enim credibileeftynu&Sdnteccdentibut cdufit 
fufccptd hac effetdut infdnire iudicdndion eft dtticos y qui 
fiforitumreligionisdfjixcrmt coftdtum rdtionibus nul* 

o K 
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lis. Qnod fi liquct,er cofiatjd ejl fi rcbusattis myflerb 
ru caufs atc^ origmes effimt, in aUegoricas fyecies nulU 
poffunt couerfione traduci. quod enim fattu, gefiu efi,in 
fittunonpotefifierireru prohibentcnatura.Ettame ut 
uobis ita fehabcreaffentiamur rcs tfias,td eflut bifiori<£ 
aliud ucrbts foncnt nefcio qutd,aliud more harioixntium 
dicantyita non animaduertttis 7 non uidetis quata ittud di 
catur £r cum ignominix ficri,contumcltaq; diuorumf att 
iniuria grautor uUa potis efi repcrtrt,qum terri,z? phi 
uiam y ucl quodltbct aliud(nihil cnim rcfirt qu£ fiat intcr 
prctatione couerfio )\ouis cr Cercris dicere atq y > appeUd 
re concubitufw cum deorum criminibus labcm imbris £ 
ccclo,zrteUuris fignificaremadoranfPotcfi irreligiofi* 
us quippiam uel ext(iimari,ucl crcdt,quam fcmma terris 
merfityUel quodlibet aliud(tuhil cnim fimilitcr rcfirt)ra* 
ptum Vroferpmt dicere,^r cum nota Ditis patris rei rn 
fticx dci proloquif Nonne miUics optattus fuit elinguem 
fieriata^ mutum^atq^ fcaturigmcm tfiamuocis, er fire* 
pitum ftxd<e loquacitatis amitterc, quam dcorii notninu 
ius res appcUare turpifiimasfquintmmo turpibus deom 
fattis negocia ftgnificare uulgariaf Antea mosfuerat aU 
legoricas dittiones honefiifitmis fcnfibus obumbrare, res 
turpes,ty fccdas prolatu, honeftorii conucfiirter digni* 
tate. At ucro uobvs auttoribus per turpitudmcm dicuntur 
resgraucsyct cafiitatcpoUejntia obfcccnis comorantur in 
uoctbus.ut quod olimgrauitasfoed<c rei uerccudia conte* 
gcbatur,nunc fcurriliter,turpitcrq^ dicatur digna res elo 
cutione mutata. Quod m adultcrio dtcimus Martem (in* 

quit)vr Vencrcm VukanicffccinuretitQnrte 9 cupidt* 

tatan 



QEHTES LIB. V *Vg 

txtem dicimut dtque irm.ui preffxs confilwq; rxtionis^ 
Quid enim prohibebdt,quidobfixbxt unxquaq; rcm uer 
hs,w fuis lignificxtionibus promeref immo quid urge* 
bdt cum nefcio quid indicare per comentdrios er fcripta 
doluiffet,noUe illud intcUigi quod 'mdicxrctfei cotrxrix* 
res fimul una expofitione fufciperc,fludiu doccre cupicrt 
tis,&- nolentis ojlederemdlignitdtcfdn deos Adultcros di 
dere periculum hdbuit nullufProldtio cupidinis dtq; ir<e, 
linguxmzrosfiierxntobfccxno comquinxturx cotxttuf 
Ciupd fi utity fieret) cr dUegoric£ c&cititis obumbrxtio 
tvttcretur,zr fkilis xd difcendu rcsejfet, er deoru digni 
tts coferuxretur itLefd. Nunc uero cu dicitur in Mxrtis ct 
ih Venerisuinttioneuitiorueffefignificdtd comprefiio, 
pcruerfifiim£ res du£ fimul ijfdem teporibus fiunt, ut cr 
fcxdt rciftecies intettcttu fubijcixt honc&xtis, cr priui 
dnimu turpitudo q religionis dlicuius perflringdt dutto± 
ritxs.Nififorte dtcetis(hocenim folii refldt,quod k uobis 
poffe uidcxtur opponi)deos fux myflerix notte db homini 
&M fciri : cr iccirco hijhrixs xmbxgibus effc xttcgoricis 
fcriptxs. Et unde uobis ejl liquidu,q, homimbus fuperi nd 
Imt fux myflerid publicxrifVndc ittx uos fcitis,xut cur u 
diffoluere in xttegoridru cxpldndtionecurdtisfAd extre 
thu et ultimu,quid fibi dij uolut,ut honcHd cu nohi\t, tur 
pifiimd defe dici dtq; mdecord pdtixturf Atyem cu nomi 
ndmus,fole(inquit)fignificmm,& dicimusifcd fi Atys, 
folefi(quemddmodii connumerxtis, ©• dicitis) quis erit 
Atys itte,que in Phrygid genitu ueftrt produt dtq; indii 
ckn: litertfque pdfifum cffe res certdsjfecijfe item res ccr 
tfccpieinfcettxzulisludicristhcdtrt Uniuerfd noucrv\ 
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tux intcr fdcros cultus res uidemus fieriffecidliter dnnu* 
4t,nomindtim'ck diumdsf utrumne db fole dd hominc, dtt 
tb hommc dd folem uocdbuli huius fx(id trdnslatio cjifSi 
tnim nomen iftud prmcipdliter hdbet origine folis, quid 
tdndem de uobis fol dureus meruit,ut ei currt femiuiro fd* 
ccrctis uocdbulum i&udeffecomuneffin hirquinum,cr 
Vhrygium cjl,quid ?hdetontisgenitor y pdtcr huius lumi* 
m V ctdritdtti ddmifit,ut dbfciffo db homine dignus ui 
deretur uocdruw duguftior fieret euirdti coi-poris nucu 
pdtione figndtwsfSed quid fit ijiudjdm promptu efl om* 
mbuaum quid tdlium fmptoru,hiftoruruq; uos pudet* 
nec dboleri uidetis poffc cd qu& funt fade fcmel in com* 
metdrios rektd,nitimini cohoncftdrc res turpes,dtq; ont 
nibus drgutidrium modis pro rebus fubditis uerboru in* 
uertitis corrumpitisq; ndtumidtq; ut olim dccidere mdlc 
fdnis dffolet>quoru twbidd uis,morbi fcnfum,dtq; inteU 
Ugentidm depulitycofufd dtq; inccrtd idftdtis, er 'vndniH 
per rerum figmentd bdcchdmini.Efto m louis er Cereris 
toitu irrigdtio fit fignificdtd teUuris : occultdtio fcminis 
pdtris in Ditis rdptujwid per terrds fydrfd diflrdltis m 
uifceribus Liberi, cupiditdtis temeritdtis comprefiio, 
coUigdtio di£id fit ddulterioru Veneris dtq; Mdrtis. Sed 
fi fdbulds bdt uultis more cffe dUegorico fcriptds,quid c<e 
terisfiet quds no uidemus poffe uerfurds m huiufmodi co 
gi f Quid enim fubijciemus*pro itlisfuftibus, quos fuper 
dggerem tumuli femelei£ fobolis origo contorfitfEt quid 
pro ilis Gdnymedibus pdrtis,dtty in libidinum mdgiftc* 
ridfubftitutisfQuidproitU conuerfioneformicuU, ht 
qudmluppitermdximusudfiitdtis fu# Imidmentdcotra 
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XitfQuid pro cycnis,vr fdtyrisfquid pro awreis imbrU 
buiyin quos idcm fc pcUdx fraude induitperfiddfdrmdrti 
Udrictdtibus ludcnsfAc ne dc loue folo loqui uidcamur uo 
luiffe,'mdmoribusnuminureliquoru effc a&egorU qu£ 
poffuntfqu* in mcrcendrijs coditioibus, dc feruitutibusi 
<que m uinculiStorbitdtibuSypUnftibusf qu£ m crucidtU 
bus ,uulneribus,fepulchrisfm quo cum un<m contrdhere 
poffetis culpd confcriptione de fuperis tdli 7 dddidifHs(ut 
dicitur)gdngrendnhcum deoru nommibm dppeUduihis 
res turpes,er uocabulis rurfus deos rerum coqumduiftis 
mfkmiu. Qupd fi ddeffc hic eos,dut effe iUos uftii cogni 
tione mdubitdbili crederetism metione iUorum fkiendd. 
prtRrmgeret uos mctus:^ tdn\ uos dudirent, ueftrdsq; 
acctperet uocesjtd credi oportuit,cr hdberi m cogitdtio 
nc dcfixu. Apud enim hommes officiofis rcligionib. dedi* 
tosnoipfidijtdntupueruetidm nominddebet effedeorti 
reuercdd:qudntuq;eft 'mipfis y qui ccfenturhis nommi* 
husMntu effe pdr eft m eoru dppeUdtionibus dignitdtis. 
Ad uera iudicij forml^ m iUd cftis repreheftonis pdre 
te,q, 'mufufermonisucftrimdrte propugnd dppcUdtis* 
pro dquis Neptunu,Uberum pdtrc pro umo^Cererc pro 
pdne>Nlinerui pro fldm'mc,pro obfcocnis libidmis Vcnc 
rem.QuseftcnimrdtioyUtcu fuisceferi dppeUdtionib. 
res pQftmt^nommib.cognommctur dcorufo' fat nu* 
mlmbus cotumelid>qud, nec homincs fuftmemusjji noftra 
qs nominx res ducdU dtq$ muertdt 'mfriuoldsfSed ordtio 
fordtdd eftyUerbis fuerit poUutd fi tcdibus. Verecudid Uu 
de condignd> crubefcitis pdnem cr utmm nomindre, ©• 
j>ro coitu Venexem non mctuitis dkcre. 
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tdtionum dduerfus Gentcs 

Liler fcxtus. ' 

V N C quoniam fummatim oficndimus,^ 
impids de dijs uefiris opinionu conftitucri 
tis infimids,fequitur ut de templis,de fimu 
Uchris cttijdcrificijsq; dicamus:deq; dlti 
ferie,qu<ehis rebus anncxa cji,cr uicmd copulatione co 
iunttd. m hdc enim cofuefiis pdrte crimcn nobis maximii 
impietdtis affigerc:qu6d neq;<edes facrds uencratiois dd 
vfficia con(irudmus,non deorum alicuius fimulackru con 
ftitudmM>dut formammo altaria fabricemus, nonaras* 
non ctforum fangume dnimanttu demus,non thura,nccj; 
frugesfalfas,non deniq-, uinum liquens pateraru cffufio* 
mbus mferamus:qu£ quidem nos ceffamm no idco uel ex 
*dificare,uelfacere tanqua impias gerdmus fcclcro* 
fds >nentcs,aut alique fumpfcrimus temeraru m deos de* 
facratione contemptu:fcd quod deos arbitramur,w cre* 
dimus(fi modo dij certifunt,&nommPS huius eminentk 
pr<editi)honormh<ecgcneraaut rifuihabere y fi rideant, 
*ut'mdignepcrpeti,fimotibusexaff>erentur irdrum. Vt 
enim nofcatis quid dc ifio nomme fcntiamHS,iudicify fi* 
mus cuius,exifiimamus nos cos ( fi ntodo dij certifunt, ut 
eadcm rurfus focidtccu dicdtur)tundaru cffcdcbereper 
fe&arumty uirtutu,Japientes,iufios,grdues(fi modo nul 
U eft culpd quod eos laudibus dccumulamus humunis )'m* 
tcflinis poUentes bonis,nec extrdneis adminicutis mdigc* 
re:quod ittn mtcgrUM moffcnfxbctiitudmis copteatur: 
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dffetttlM cunttis, er cunttis perturbdtionibM libc* 
ros.non ird cfferuere>non ullis cupiditdtibM cxcitdru cx 
Umitdtcm irrogdrc nuUis y no ex mdlis hommu crudelem 
4Lccipercuoluptdte y non te)rereportcntis,non prodigio* 
fdt oftentdre formidines y non uotoru debitishdbereob* 
noxios er obligdtosjtec pidcuUrcs hofiidt fignis mindci 
hus poAuldrcytton pejidentids y non morbos y corruptionc 
dcris mduccrc y non ddurcre ficcitdtibMfruges y non ctdi* 
hus mtcreffebeUoru y non urbium ftrjgibus, non dduerft 
his u:Uc y non illorum comoditdttbus fuffrdgdri.fed quod 
nidgndrum ejl mentiii pdri pcndcrccunttos Uncc^O' 
diuiduMcunttisbcncuolctiMexhibere. Cdduci cnimge* 
nervs,& mfirmitdtU humdndt cfi contrdrip cgcrc, cosq; 
quos tangdt dffcttioipdti dolorc y dim'mui y fitpientium fci 
td er pronucidtd dcfiniuntmec poffe dlitcr fieri y quin lc* 
gibut mortdlitdtis dfirittifint y quifint uUis perturbdtio* 
nibm mdncipdti. Qupd cum itd fe hdbedt, qui poffumM 
iudicm deos hdbcrc contemptuifquos nifi funt rcttu er 
ntdgndrum mentium ddmirdtionc Iduddbdcs, deos ncg.u 
tnus exi&ere, ncc poteftdtibus poffe coditum dpplicarif 
Scd tempU iUis extruimm nuUd y nec eorum cffigics ddo* 
rdmuSy non mdttdmM ho&itf, non thurd dc uind libd* 
niM . Et quid dmplius poffumus uel honoris eis dttribue* 
re y uel dignitdtti, qudm quod eos m cd pommM pdrte, 
qud rerum cdput y dc dommum y fummumck ipfum regem, 
eui dcbent diumx nobifcum quod effe fc fcntiunt> er uU 
tdliin fubfhdntideontmerifHunquidenim delubrisdut 
templorum eum conflruttionibM-honordMMi Nm»« 
quid ci bokiu ctdimut f Nunquid dltds rcs UmM y quM 
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libdre,profundere no efl rdtionis expenfe,fed trdfti pft 
cofuetudinem morisfEtenim plend dcmcntid eft,necefiita 
tibus tuis potentiord metiri, er qne tibi fint ufui ddtorU 
bus dijs ddre,& honorem ijlum>non contumelidm duce* 
re.TepU igitur qutrimus 'm dcoru quos ufus f dut in rei 
cuius ncccjtitdtem, aut dkitis effe cojiruftd, dut effe rurm 
fus tdificanda ccnfetisfHyemdlid fentiuntfrigord, dutfo 
Ubus toncntur<e)huis,pluuidUbusnimbis pcrfluunt>uen 
torum cos dut turbmcs uexdnt,mcurfioncm pdti pericli* 
tdnturhoftilein,fcrdrUdut rdbidos dppetitusf ut merito 
illos conucnidt tcftoru munitionibusckudere y fdxorum 
aut obieclionc tutdrifTempld enim h<tc quid funtfSi hu* 
ntdttdtn mfirmitdte roges,nefcio quid immdne, dtq; *m* 
plumfi dcorum potentid metidris,fucceffus quidi pdrui, 
atq;(ut uerius eloqudr)genusdngujii^imti cduernarum 
pdupcrtini cordis excogitdtioe fufrefum. Quoru fi qu<t* 
ris dudire quisprior fuerit fdbricdtor,dut Vhoroneus Ae 
$yptius,aut i\crops tibifuiffe monfbrdbitwut trddit m 
admirddis Vdrro,louis progenies Aedcus. Sfftf ergo h<ec 
Ucet dut ex molibus mdrmorejs ftruttd , Uqucaribus dut 
renidcmt weti$lendednthicgemm<t, et fydereos euo 
mdnt udridta mtcrflitione fulgores : terrd funthtc om* 
tiid,o-exf<ecedtimduilbrismdteri<tconaetd, Nf$r« 
mm,fi uos ed pretijs cdrioribus penditis,dele(idri credett 
dum eft his deQsmcc recufdre, nec ftcrnere quo mlnus fc 
fepidnt,cr eortm obiettionibus coercedturmclufi. Tem 
plumCmquit)hoc Mdrtis efi,hoc lunonis,et Veneris: A« 
pollo hichdbitdt,in hocmanet Hercules,itlo Summdnus. 
ift<tnonprimdcrmdximc5tumelidcfiM^ 
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dcos hdbrre difiriftosf tuguriok his ddre, eoncUuid, er 
taUdds fdbricdri,& cis exijlimdri neceffdrids res effe* 
qwehominibus,felibus,qu<efunt formiculis,crkcertis, 
qutfiigdcibus pduidis,dtq; exiguis muribusf Sed no (m* 
quit)iccirco dttribuimus dijs tempkjiqudm humidos ab 
his imbres>uentos>pluuid* drcedmus P dUt foles :fed ut eos 
pofiitaus corhn crcominus contuerUdffdri de proximo % 
Cr cum pr<efentibus quodumodo uenerdtionum coUoquU 
mifcere,Subdxeenimnudo,wfub <etheriotegm'me vn* 
uocdtififumnt,nihildudiunt:o-nifi deproximo ddmo 
Uedntur his precesjdnqudm nihil dicdtutybftrufti, dtq; 
immobiles fldbunt.Atquin nos drbitrmur omnem deum 
vmnino(jimodo nommis huius uipoUet)ex qudcufy mii 
dipdrte>quod quifq; fuerit locutusjdnqua fi fit praefens, 
mdire debere:immo quod quifq; conceperit fub obfcuris 
CT tdcitis fenfibus cognitione dnticipdXd pr<efumere:dtq; 
ut dfird,fol,Umd,cum fuprd terrds mednt 7 omnibus omni 
tio cepicntibus ftdtim funt tr ubick pr<efentes 9 itd quoq; 
couenitdudientid nummu nuUiefJecldufdm lmgu<e,fem 
pere^ effe pr<efente:qudmuis dd edm uoces rcgionibw ex 
diftdntibus confludnt. Uoc efl enim propriudeoru, com 
plere omnid ui fud> no pdrtiliter uft>idm,fed ubiq; effe to 
tos:non ddeffe y non dbcffe,non candtu dd AethiopdS per 
gere y ZT pofidies biffcnos priudtum dd domicilium redU 
rc Qupd fi itd no erit 7 toUitur omnis ft>e$ ogis,w erit in 
diSiodudidmurdbdijSynecne:fiquddoresldcrdS cjcremo 
nidrumcoficitisdebitis. Conftituamusenim ^Ccedterei 
cdufdytemplum nummis dlicuius effe dpud L ids infu 
faeiufdem dpud ultimm Thylem : eiufdem dp*J Serdt 
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effc,dpudfuruos Gdrdmmtds,^r fi quifunt dlij, quos di 
fui notitid mdrid,motcs,fylu*,zr quddrint dt&ermindt 
cdrdines. Siomncsunomtcmporerebus dtuinis fdttis, 
quodfuaquofq^necefiitdscogitdre compctltt pofcdnt de 
numine,reftrendi beneficij qutndm omnibusfoesertt, (l 
non undiq; dd fc miffxm uoccm dcus exdudtct,^ erit uU 
ld bnginquttds,qu6 penctrdrc non pofiit duxtliu pofcen 
tis ordtiofdut emm nutlis crit in pdrttbus prtfcnsfi ufyi* 
am poterit dliquido non cjfcdut dderitunis tdntu, quo* 
nidm prxbere comunitcr fuum no potefl atq ; indtfcretm 
iudttm.At iu perfiatur,ut dut nutUs deus opitulctur o* 
mnuwjioccupdtus re dliqud dd dudtcdds uoces non quU 
uerit dduolxre:dut exdudtti tdntummodo uniabcdnt foli x 
nihtl egcrmtctteri. Quid quod multd cx his templd,qu$ 
tboUsfuntdureis,et fublimibus cldtd fdftigijs, duttorum 
confcriptionibus coprobdtur cotegerc cineres dtq; offii, 
er funttoru cffc corporum fepulturdsfNonne pdtct, cr 
promptu cfiydut pro dijs immortdltbus mortuos uos cole 
X£ydut mexpidbilcm fieri numintbus cotumelidm, quorZ 
delubrd&tmpltmortuoi-um fuperhtd funtbuftisfin 
hi&oridruM Antiochus nono, Athcnis m Mmeruio mc* 
tnordt Cccropem effe mdnddtu terrs.m tcmplo rurfus c*. 
iufdem,quod m drce Ldriffe c&,coditus firibitur dtc^ in 
dicdturAcrifiut.Erkbtbonius Poliddis mfdno,Ddirds ct 
Unmdrndchutfrdtres,'m "Elcufmis confepto,quod ciuitdti 
fubieftum efl. Quid Celei uirgmcsf non m Cereris Eleufi 
n£ humdt£ hdbere perhibctur officidfnon m Dtin<e delu 
bro,quod in ApoUinis conftitutum cA Delij,Hyperochd* 
L4oaice<fr f quds dduettds iUuc effc fimbus ex hyperbo* 

rcis 



GE NTES tTB. VI it* 

rcis tndicdtur. inDidym<eoMile(ioCleochum dicithd* 
buiffe fuprenuLedndrus. funcris Lcueophryn&manum 
tnattum tn fanodpudMdgncfiam Didnteffe, Myndiuf 
profitctur ac memordtZeno. fub Apctttnis aruh,qu6 
Tclmefii apud oppidum uifitur, Telmcffum effc condU 
tum udtem, non fcriptis conRantibus indicatur Agefitr* 
chif Ptolemxus Philopator qucm cdidtt primo r Cinyrdm 
rcgem Pdph i cum familid omnifud> hnmo cum omni pro 
fupid in Vcneris templo fitum effe literarum duttoritdm 
te decLrat. infimtum c& er immcnfum, quibus quique 
infdnistoto fintinorbc defcribere : nec cxddam defim 
Acrdtcuram , qudm pcendm con&ituerit Acgyptus in 
eum quipublicdffct,quibus Apis idceret dbfconditu*:pom 
lyundria illd Vdnonis quibws tcmplis cotegdntur y qudfm 
que infe hdbednt fuperldti ponderis molcs . Scd quid em 
go h<ec pdrud f regndtoris in populi Cdpttolio quiscib 
hominum qui ignoret Toli effc fcpulchrum vulcentd* 
nif Quis e&, mquam, quinonfcidt ex funddmmum fem 
iibuscdput hominis euolutum nonante plurimumtcmm 
poriSy aut folum fine partibus cjtteris ( hoc enim quidam 
ferunt ) aut cum mcmbris ommbut humationis officia 
fortitum f Quod fi planum fieri te&imonijs po&uldtii 
tuttorum , Sdmmonicut, Granius, Vdleridnus uobis,w 
fabius indicdbunt : cuius Toltu fuerit filius ,gentis csr 
ndtionis cuius 7 utdgermdniferuuk uitafuerit jpolidtui 
Cr luminc : quid defuis commcruerit ciuibut,ut eifit abm 
ncgatd tetturp pdtrU fcpultura. Codtfcetisetidm(qudm 
uis nottc tfiud publkdre fe fingdnt)quidfitcdpite refcm 
flofdttu,ucl in pdttc qud wnofit fuerit obfcuritdte con* 
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clufum:utimmobilisuidelicetdtq;fixd obflgndti omim 
pcrpctuitdsjldret. Quod cum opprimipdr effetyW uetu 
ftdtis obliterdtione cahriycopofitio nommis iecit m me* 
diumyO-cumfuiscdufisperddtd fibitepord inextmgfii 
HUfecit tcfiificdtione procedercinec erubuit ciuitds md* 
ximdtW numinum cunttoru cultrixycum uocdbtdZ tem 
plo ddret y ex Toli cdpite cdpitolium qudm ex nomine lo* 
uio nuncupdre.Sdtis igitur(utopmor)oftedimut tempU 
fysimmortdlibmMmdnitereffeco^ contr* 
decwSy&potentiicreditdm cotumeliofis opmdtionibwi 
fibricdtd, Scquitur ut de ftgnis diquid,fimuldchris'$ di* 
cdmus:qu£multddrtecpponitis,zrreligiofd obferudtio 
necurdtis:qud'm pdrtefifjdesefl utUyConftitueredpud 
nos ipfos nuttis confiderdtiomb.poffumuty utrumne iftud 
ferio er cu propofito fkidtis grduiydn ridendo rcs ipfdS 
pucrili hdUucmdtionc luddtis. Si enim certu cfl dpud uo% 
deos effeyquos rcmmiydtc^ m fummis cali regionibus dc 
gerc 7 qu£ cdufdyqu* rdtio eStyUt fimuUchrd i&d fingdn* 
MdmbiSyCumhdbedtisrescertMyquil^ 
effundcreyer duxUiurebus mexigetibut poftuUretSin 
autem no aeditiSyM(utmedioaiterdicdtur)dmbig^ 
ctidm jic,rdtioquMmeftdubioru, fingeredt^ mfiituc 
refimukchrdtv qwd cffe non credds uentofd imitdtio* 
neformdre t An nunquid dicitis forte prtfentUm uobis 
qudnddm his nummum fubexhiberifimukchriSyVr quU 
deos uiderc non ddtum cftycos itd coMyV munU ofjiciofa 
prsfUritKoc qui dieityZr dfferitydcos effe no creditmcc 
hdbere coumcitur fuis religionibmfidemycui opu* cft ui* 
dere,quodtcnedt:nemnefortefit P quod obfcurti nonui 
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dctur.YXos(inatis)pcrfimuLchrducncrdmur. Quid cr 
goyfi h£c non fint,colifc dij ncfcumtjicc impcrtiri d uom 
bisiMumfibicxi&imabunthonorcmfPcr tramitcs crgo 
quofcUm>w pcrqutddm fidci commiffd(ut dicitur)uc* 
ftrds fumunt,4tq; dccipiunt cultioncs:^ dntcqud hifcn* 
tUnt,quibusiRud dcbctur obfcquium,fimuldcbrislitdti£ 
priiKyW uclut rcliquids qudfddm dlicnd dd itbs cx uutto 
ritdtc trdnfmittitis. B quid ficri potc cfi iniuriofius,con* 
tumcliofius,durius,quxm dcum dtcrum fcircyzr rci altc 
rifupblicdrctopcm fycrdrc dc numinc, er nuUius fcnfus 
dd cffigicm dcprccdrifNonnc iUud cft qu<£fo,quod m uul 
gdribu* proucrbijs diciturjdbru cddcrc cum frrids fufio* 
ncmf^r cum honunis confiliu qu£rM,db dfcUis,&- por* 
culis dgcnddrumrcrumfcntcntids poftuUrcfB undcno 
uifiimc fcitis an fimubchrd b&c omnid,qu<£ dijs immorU 
libus uicdrid fub&itutioncformdtis,fimilitud'mc rcfcrdt % 
hdbcdtchdiuindmfPotcflcnimficrhut bdrbdtus incoclo 
fit 9 qui cffc d uobis cffing itur lcuisipotcSt ut fcncdutc pro 
ucftior, cuipucrilcmcomoddtis £tdtcnvpotcjt uthicfU* 
uus fit>qui m ucritdtc hdbcdt oculos cffioStdifrlofds ut gc 
flitct ndrcs,qucm cffc uot fkcitis^figurdtisq; ndficci. Ncq; 
cnim rcftum cfl diccrc,dut dppclkrc fimuldchrum, quod 
no pdrilcs lincds pfmcipdli db orc trdducdt:quod cffc pU 
num ef ccrtum,mdnifcflis potcrit drcbus dgnofci. Ndm 
cum omncs homlncs tcrctcm cffc folcm indubitdbdi lumi 
num contcpUtionc uidcdmusxs illi uos hominis, er mor 
tdlium corporu Unidmcntd dondtis.Lund fcmpcr m mo* 
tu cjUw tcr dcndsfkcics m rcflitutionc dccipit mcftrwt: 
fiobis ducibus,ct figurttorib.fcemmd cfl,uultu(fr cfl uno 9 
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qu£pcrhabitu4mitlcquotididnd in&dbilitdtc mutdtur* 
\ntcUtgimm omncs uctos dcri/s cffc fluorc,pulfos, er mii 
ddnis rdtionibut cocitdtos:pcruos hofninum formt funt 
buccindrum dnimxntcs torttu iritcftints er domcflicis flx 
tibm. Intcr dcos uidcmus lconcs toruifiimd fdcic, nicro o= 
blitdminio,<y nomincfrugifcrionuncupdri. SifimuU* 
thrd hdtc omnid fupcrioru funtimdgincs numinum, crgo 
in ccclo hdbitdrcdiccnduscjl dcm tdliSydd cuiutfor* 
mdm cr fyccicm fimuUchri huius fimilitudo dtrcftd cft: 
(puidclicctuthiciflc, itditliciUcyfinc rcliquo corpore 
pcrfond cftygr ficics foUyfrcmcbudut hidtibus toruidis* 
diruSyfdnguinco dc gutturc mdlum dcntibut fuis compri* 
mcns,dtq; ut olim fcfii cdncs lingui orc dc pdtulo pituitx 
tcproijcicns. quod fi utiq; non cjtyitd ut omncs cxiftimd* 
mus non cffcyquacndm tdntd dudddd cft forittd tibtqudttt 
uolucris fingcrCydc crcdcrc cffc ftntulicrum dci y quc pro* 
bdrc non pofiis utU cffc in pdrtc ndturtfRidctis tcmpo* 
ribws prifasPcrfds ftuuioscoluijfcymcmordUdut IndU 
cdntfcriptdy mforme Ardbds ldpidcm y dcittdccm Scythit 
ndtioncsyrdmu Vrogncs ThcfrioSylignu Qdrios proDid* 
nd indoldtum.pcfiinuntios ftliccm pro detim mdtrc : pro 
lAxrtc Romxnos hdftdmyVdrronis ut indicdtmufedtcp 
(utEthcdius mcmordt)dntcufum difciplindq; ficlorump 
putcum Sdmios pro lunonc : cr dbjiinctis k rifu cum pra 
dijsimmortdlibusfigilliolishominuy wformit fupplica 
tis humdnistQumimmo dcos cffc figiUdrid ipfd ccnfctis^ 
ticcpriCtcrhtc quicqudm uimcrcditis hdbcrc diuindm. 
Quid dicitis 6 iftiycrgonc dij coditcs hdbct durcsytj icrii 
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H<Aes,fuffrdgines,tdlos,mcbrdq; dlid cttcrd, quibuscon 
firufti nos fumu/i,et qut primd in pdrtepdulo plenius di 
ftd funt,cr fcripto uberiore proldtdfvtim liceret intro 
faiccre fenfut ueftros,reccffusq; tpfos metis,qutbusudrU 
as uoluiUs,dtq; initis obfcurifiimds cogitdtionesreperire 
mut cr uos ipfoseddc fcntirc, qu<enos:neq; alidtgcrere 
fuper numinu figurdtionefentetidt. Sed fiudijs fxcere qi 
peruicdcib.poffumus,quid mtentdtibusglddios, noiwq; 
cxcogitdntibMpandtfAnimantisdffentis mdlm fliau 
tifiimi cdufdm,w quod fcmcl fine rdtionefeciftis, ne uU 
dedmini dliqUddo nefciffe,defcnditis:meliusq; putdtis n<5 
uinci,qconfcffeccdcredtq;dnnuere ueritdti. Ex huiuf* 
tnodi cdujis iUud ettd uobis coniuentibus confecutu c$l:ut 
in deoru corporib.ldfciuU drtificii luderentjdrent^ his 
formdt,qu<2 cuilibct trislipoffent effc derifur. Ita<£ Hctnt 
mon cu cornibus idmformdtur ^fingitur dricttnis:$>d+ 
tUMUt cti obuncdfdlceycufios ruris ut dliquis rdmoru liu 
xuridntiu tonforxum Vctdfo gn.dtus &ut£ y tdnq uidt dg 
gredi pr<tpdret,%r fclem,puluercq; declinct: Libermcm 
bris cu moUibws,^ liquorisfaminei dtffolutifiimus Uxi 
tdte:Venus nudd,et dpcrtd,tdnqfi iUdm dicds pi^licdre^ 
diucdere meritorij corporisformi:cu pileo Vukdnus,et 
mdUeo,mdnu liber fed dextcrd,etfibrili expeditioe fuc* 
cinftusxu pleftro etfidibus Delius cithdrifitgcftusfer* 
ms, citdturi et ntnids hifbrionis : cu fufcmd rex mdrtr* 
tdnqiUipugnd fitglddidtorijobeuddcertdminis:neq; uU 
lu eft reperirefigmentu dltcuius nummis,qd > no hdbitus 
certosfirdtjkbroruliberdlitdtedondtos. Ecce fidliquis* 
uobis nefcietib, et ign<iris ? rex urbdnus et cdlidus cx firi 
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busfuis folcm toUdtjt m Mcrcurij tr^sfirdt fedcm : IM 
curium rurfut drripidt,cttq; in folis ficiat comigrm de* 
lubrum(utcrq;ctumdUobis gldber, dtfyorc copingitur 
lcui)detq;buicrddios,foliscapiti petdfuncuVi fuperpo* 
ndt:quibut modis intcrnofccrc potcritis utrumne fol iftc 
fit,dn iUc Mercui'iM,cum hdbitut uobis deos, non oris fo 
lcdt proprietM indicdrcfConfhnili rurfus trdnsldtionc fi 
ttudo loui cornud detrdhdt, cr Uldrtis tcporibus dffigd^ 
f\drtcmdrmisft>olict,cr his rurfus circucluddt Hammo 
ncnvinter&itio fieri qu<e poteritfinguloru>cu quiluppi* 
tcr fucrdtyidc pofiit exijhmdri Mdrs effcw qui Mduort 
fuerdtfubintroire fyeciem louis pofiit Hdmmonisf vfq; 
adco ludus cfl fimuldchrd ifid cojingerc, nomm itlis tdtt 
qudm proprid dedicdre,quibM fi hdbitu detrdhds, toUd* 
tur cognitio fingtdorum : dewi pro dco credi, dlter uidcri 
pro dltcrommo pro utroq; utercf; pofiit exijtimdri. Scd 
quid cgo dijs ddtdt fdces,w fufcinM ridcofquid cornua, 
mdUeoSyO' gdlcroSyCu fimuldchrd qutddnt fcidm certo* 
rum cffe homimforvm^ mfimiu linidmctd meretru 
cumfQuis efi enim qui ignoret Athcnicnfes iUos hcrmM 
Alcibiddis dd corporis fimilitudinefdbricdtosfQuis Pr<t 
xitclcm nefcitJPofidippu fi rclegdt,ddformdm Grdtin£ 
vicrctricis y qud infclixperditc diligcbdt, os Vencrisgpi 
dic folcrtidrum cocgiffe ccrtdmincfScd fold efb h&c Vc* 
nus,cui de fcortiuultu trdnsldticiu decutduttu cflfPhry 
ne iUd Thcft>idCd(ficut iUi referunt,quincgocid Theftti 
cd fcriptitdrunt)cu indcumhte ipfo cffct pulchritudvnis, 
uenuftdtis^ftoris:excmpldriufidjJe pcrhjbctur cuttl 
rum>qu* in opinione funt Vcncrufiuc pcr urbcs grdidt, 
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fiue ifte quo fiuxit amor talium cupiditdsq;fignoru. itdq* 
artijiccs omnes ipfis ijfdcm qui tcmporibus cxtiterunt* 
quibuscf; primas dabdt exprimendaru (imditudinu uerU 
tas,omnicurd ftudioq; certabantfilum capitis proflituti 
cythcreid in fimulacbra traducereiardebant ariificu fci* 
tataltercj; altcrum uinccre contentiofd tmuUtionc qujere 
bantjio Vcnut ut dUgu$tiorfieret,fed ut Phryne pro Ve 
nere ftarct. Atq; ita pcrduttd efl res eo y ut pro dijsimmor 
talibus facra mcrctricib. fiercnt^ infelix religio figno 
rum fcbricationfousfiUcretur.interfignificcs lUemnno* 
ratus Phidias er primus,cum olympij formam louis mo* 
liminc operis extuliffet immcnfhfuper deidigito Pantau 
cbcs infcripfitpulchermomeautefueratamatiabfe pue 
rr, atq; obfcotna cupiditatc diletti : ncq; uUo mctu efi aut 
religione commotm,dcum nomine projtibuli nuncupxrei 
quimmmo exolcto louis numen fimuldcbrumq* fdcrdre. 
vfq;ddco hidus eft,o* puerilis affettiofigiUaria ifta fit 
fnare y adorare pro dijs cayfanttitatibus accumularc dmi* 
nUxumipfos uidcamusartificcsin effingendis his ludctt 
re,o~ libidinu propriarum monumcta fmcire. Quid efl 
c;timfiqujerds,cur Phidias ludere ac lafauirc dubitdret, 
cii dntepdululu temporis \ouem ipfum>quemfecerdt>fci 
tet auru fuhffejapidcs, atq; offa informidydifpardtdy cori 
fufdftcfe horum omniu congrcgdtorcm,atq; uinttorem* 
b.ihtiMispcrfedatosin mcmbroru fimilitudinefiibrU 
rr \7\qu0d inter0mnidprimu cfi,fui cffc beneficiunt 
v;::::cris->qiiod ndtus per fc effct,atq; in rcbus ddoraretut 4 
.biimani*fUbetiiihocloco,tdnqud fiomncsddfint terrd 
Twn eXQrbendtiones,unamfdcereconcione 0 atq; in du* 
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rcs h<tc omnium ccmumtcr dudiendd depromere. Quid* 
n&m e& iftud hommes^quod ipfi uos ultro in Um prom* 
ptis dc pcrfpicuis rcbiH uohmUria jidlitis^ circumfcri 
bitis aecitdtefDifcutite dUquddo cdUgincm, regrefiiq; dd 
lumcn mcntis, intuemini propiu*, o uidctc iflwd, quod 
agVMriqudlefit.fi modoretincHs uis ucftru, dtc^ infinU 
bushis daUrdtioris^cbjilifq^ucrfdmmiSimuUcrd iftd 9 
c[u<£ uos tcrrcnt 9 qu<)C(k tcmpUs in ommbus proftruti dte^ 
humiles ddordtis,ofjdMpides,£rd funt,drgcntu>durum* 
tcftdMgnum fumptum cx drborc,dut comtxtum glutmH 
gypfoiexorndtibusfortaffcmcretricijSy dutex muliebri 
mundo,cdmelimscxofiibM, dutcxindici dnimdlisdcna 
tccx cdcdbulis,oUulis,cx cddelabris, & hcernvs, aut cx 
ahjs obfcanioribus uafculis congefld,conflatd in has fye* 
cies duttd funt,dtq$ informdt quds cernitis exieruf.for* 
ndcibut incctta figulinis 0 ex incudibus cr mdUeis natdy 
grosfis rdfd,defcobindtd Umis,fcrris,furficibuf, dcukis, 
dfccis,fcftd,doldtd,effoffi,tcrebrdrum excdUdtd uertigj 
ne,runcmdrum\cuigdtd dcplanis. Itdiftenonerror eftt 
tion(ut proprie dtcdtur)dmcntiafdeu crcdere,qucm tutc 
ipfeformdriSyfuppUcdre tremebundum fabricdtt dbs tc 
reiicjr cum fcw^ c vtM fis tui effe opcris^digttoru 
drte,pronu injtLciemruerc,opcm rogdrefupplicitcr^td 
uerfisq} vn rebus,atq; m temporihus afycris propitij nu* 
mmis fkuores dccurrere. Eccefi dUquispondt inmedio 
ics rudc,dtq; in opcrd nuUd comcttu,argenti mdffds indo 
miti,infc(lumdurumMgnuJdpides,dtq- y offd y resq; dUdt 
cactcrds^quibus fignd confuetd funt numinum fimuU* 
chrd conftarc:immo fi dliquit ponut in mcdio cottiforum 
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ieorUm uultut,confldtd dtq ; immmutd fmuLchrd : iubc* 
dtcfc uos idem fruftis hoftids & frdgmmtb.coedercjnfor* 
tnibut mdfivs fdcrd et munid impertirc dtumd:dudire d uo 
bis cxpofcimusjdtturine ijiud fitis, dn contrk qudm im± 
perdbitur recufdturiffortdffe dicetis>qud cdufdfquid ne= 
mocft in in rebus humdnis tdm flolide c£cus,qui drgcntu 
€s>durum>gypfum*cbur,drgyUdmideoruin numeru re* 
firdtyipfdq; per fe dtcdt uim hdbere dtq ; obtinere diuini* 
Quaidm eft ergo rdtio, ut fi omnid h*c corpord intdttd 
*tq; inftttdpermdfermtyCdredtuinuminiSydtcfr duttori 
tdtc ccclefti fed formdsfi dccipidnt hominu, fi duriculdf, 
ndfosMccM,ldbrd>oculos,cilid,continuo dij fidtit, m 
ordmem coclitu rcftrdntur,zr ccnfumfNouitdtis dliquid 
fittio corporibus his dddit>ut ddicttioc ipftt cogdmini dli 
quid eis crcdere diumitdtis mdieftdtiscj; colhtu t tn duru 
*s mutdtd ut teftuld uilitdte in drgentcdtn cogdt dcgenc* 
Ydrc mdteridmfqu£ mfenfibdidfuerut pdulo dntc, fkcidt 
ut fint uiud^w fciritdli dgitdtionc moucdnturffi quds fi>± 
ris kdbucrendturds,eds omnes rctineit fimuLchroru Mt 
corporibus conftitutd.ftupiditds qwe tdntd cftf(dctretto 
cnim dicere cmtdtem)rcrum exiftimdre ndttirds fdrmd* 
rum qudlitdtc mutdri,et dccipere numcn cx hdbitu y quod 
inprimigenio corpore incrsfuerit er brutum, cr fenfui 
mobilitdte priudtu. Udq; immemorcs et obliti fimuLcrc* 
rum fubftdtit dtq; originis,qu<iefit,rdtiodle hominesdni 
mdUz? fdpicti£ muncre cofilify dondtu cottilibus tcftti 
fuccuhitis^ri/s Lmmds ddordtis,clephdtoru d dctib.fecic 
dMpofciti6Udletud'mcs,mdgiftrdtus,impcrid,potcftdtcsi 
Uittorids,dcgfitionis lucrd,meffes opimM, firdcifiimdscfi 

p x Uindd 



22$ ARNOBII ADVERSVS 

umdemidsfet cum pdtcdt->\ucedt,rcbus fieri uerbd ctl brif 
tis,cxaiidiriuosramni-,ip(iq; uosultro crcdulitatis ux* 
cu£ circufcriptione trdducitisfO uftium licerct in fimu* 
Idcbri dltcuius mcdixs Introirepcndigtncs.immo utinm 
liccret olympixcos il\cs>v apitolinos loues deduccrc in 
tncmbrd rcfolutos,omncsq; itUs pdrtes y quibus fummd co 
cluditurccrporujifcrctdsdc fmguldscotueri. Umdudu 
ijios uidcrctis deos,qucs exterior leuitds lcnocinio fulgo 
ris duguftdtjjmiwu fldtilium cffc cratcs,particuhrum 
codgmcntd deformium y d rumxrum cdfibus^ diffolutio 
nis metu fubfcudtbu^ cdtcnis y uncis>dtq; dnfulis retcn 
tdri.intercj; omncs ftnus, ccmiffurdruq; tunfturus plum 
bum ire fuffufum^ ftlutdrcs mords fignoru dmturmU 
tibus comocUrc. vidcretis inqudm iamdudu folds fine oc 
cipitijs fkcies,mdnm fine brdcbijs femiplends y ucntres cti 
Idtertbus dimididtos,pltntdrum impcrftftd ucftigid, cr 
quod mdximc rifum ferdt,pdrte ligneos cx und>dt cx dU 
tcrd fdxcosintqudbilicorporu conftrufttonecotrdftos: 
qu£ (i utiq; pcrftici obfcuritdtis drte no quircnt, uel ipft 
uos fidtem qu£ in medio fttd funt,doccre y dtq; monere de 
bueruntydgcre uos nfhiUv circd rcs cdffds officioru im*- 
pcndere uxnitdtes. itd enim no uidctis fciratia bsc fignd 
quorum pldntds,w genud contingitis, er cotrcftdtis o* 
rdntes:modo cdfibusftillicidiorumldbiyputredinis modo 
cdric reUxdrU ut nidoribus, dtq; fumo fuffttd dc decolo* 
rdtd nigrefcdt, qucmddmodu fiecli longioris incurid pcr 
ddnt fitusyflyecie, er rubiginc conutdncrcntur excfdf Itd, 
'mqudm,nonuidctis fub iftoru fimuldcroru cduis jleUio* 
nes > fortccs,muresMdttdsq^ lucifugds nidmefo poncre x 
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dt <j- h.ibitdrcffturcitidt huc omne$,dtq; dlid ufibm dcco 
m-Jd.it x conducerc, fcmirofi duritias pdni/$-> ojfit in frent 
trattd,pdnno$Mnugtne,chdrtulMnidulorum m moUitie 
miferorumfomentdpuUorumfnoninoredliqudndofimu 
Idchri db drdncis ordiri rctid, dtty infidiofos caffcs, quU 
bus uoldtus inne£lereftriduUrum pofiint, impudentiuck 
wufcdrumfSon hirundines deniq; intrd ipfos sdium cir 
cumuoUntcs tholos y ixcuUricr flcrcoris piends, er wodo 
ipfos uultw, modo numinum ord depingerctbdrbdmy ocu 
tos,ndfo$ y dUdsq; omncs pxrtcs, in qu.tfcunq;fe detulcrit 
dconerdti proluuicspodicisfErubcfcite ergo ucl fcro,dtq; 
<tb dnimdntibus mutis uids rdtionis dccipitc:doceit<^ uoi 
cddem nibdnuminis ineffefimuUcris:inqu£obfcocnd f% 
ccre ncq; mctuut,neq; uitdntjegcs fuds fequcntid^ in* 
ftmfid ucntdtc ndturt. Scd errds( inquit)ct Uberi$,ndtti 
ncq; nos £rd,ncq; duri drgctiq; mdtcrids,neq; dlid* quU 
bus fignd confiunt,eds cffc pcr fe dcos,z? reUgiofd dcccr 
nimus numind:fed cos in his colimus, cosq; uencrdmur y 
quos dcdicdtio infvrt fdcrd,o* fibrilibu* efficit inhdbitd* 
re fimuUchris.No improbd,ncq; dftterndbilis rdtio,qu<t 
pofiit quiuis tdrdus, necnon cr prudetttifiimus credere, 
deos rclittis fedibus proprijs (id e(l coclo) non rccufire* 
necfugarhdbitdculd inirc terrend:quinimmo iurededi* 
cdtionis impulfos fimuUchrorum codlcfcerc iunttioni. Itt 
gypfo ergo mdnfitit 9 dtq; in tcflulis dij ueflrif quinimmo 
teftuUrmetgypfi y mcntc$^iritus 3 dtq; dnimtdij funtf 
dtq; utfieridugufliores uilifiim£rc$poflint,concludife 
pxtmntur><&- in fedis obfcurt cocrcitiotie Utitdrcf Ergo 
tUudd uobis pdrte in hdc primum defidcrdmus & poflu* 
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Umus dudire,'muitine hoc ficiunt,id efl iure dedkdtioni* 
dttrd£lifimuUchrorum ineuntmdnfioncsfdn proni,<«r 
frcde$,neq ; uUis neccfiitdtibus irrogdtiffi muitihoc fki* 
unt,w quifieri pote eft,ut in dliqudtft neccfiitdtem immi 
nutdmdieftdtc cogdntur uolunt<xrt£obfecutionisdf[cn= 
fufEt quid m teflulis dij petunt,ut eds fedtbus fydereis dtt 
tcpotidntfuinftiomne$,zr propemodum coUigdti,nobili 
tent teftuldtw ctterd, quibusfignd cofiuntfQuidcrgo 
m mdterijs tdltbus femperne dij mdnfitdnt, ncq ; dbcunt 
uff>Um,etidm fi res poftuUuerit mdximdfAtfhdbent itus 
liberos,cum libuerit abire quocuq ; , er db fuis fedibus,fi* 
muUcrisq ; difcederefSi permdnendinecefiitdtc pdtiun* 
tur,quid miferius his effe,uut quid mfiliciuspoterit, q fi 
cos in bdfibus itd unci retinct, <& plube* uiattiones ffed 
conccddmus ut ccdo,zj fydcreis fedibus dntepondnt, di= 
tunitdtis fu<€ pcrdidertnt pote(ldtcm. Sin dute cum uolue* 
rint,euoldnt,&- dbfolutum ius hdbent,'mdnid relinquerc 
fimuldchrd : ergo dliquo tcmpore dcfincnt effe dij figndy 
CT in dubio fidbit,qudndo fitcrd dcbcdnt rcddi:quddo his 
conuenidt,dtq ; oportedt dbftinerc. S<epenumero uidemus 
ab drtificib. h&cfignd modo pdruuU fieri, er pdlmdrem 
in minutiem contrdhi, modo in immenfum totli, er ddmi 
rdbtlem in dmplitudinem fubleudri. Rdtione hdc ergo fe= 
quitur, ut mtcUigere debedmus m figiUidis pdruulis, co= 
trdhere fe deo$,w dlieni dd corporis fimflitudincm codv 
ddrvdut uero in udftis porrigere fe longius,dtq ; in mdxi 
mitdte producere. Brgo fi hoc itd cfi, er in fedentibus fi= 
gnis deum federe dicendum cft, cr in Hdntibus ftdrcjn 
procurrcntilus currcre, idcukncr m Ucientibus tek, dd 
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iHorum formdre,dtq; dptdre fc uultuvcr dd reliquos h<t* 
bitutfigurdti corporvs ftmilitudinc commoddre. Infimu* 
Uchm dij bdbitdnt.ftngulmc vn ftngultsftoti,<m pdrtUU 
ter,dtq; in mcmbrd diuijifttdm neq$ unus dewi in coplu* 
ribws pom cjl uno tcmpore vneffc \tmuUchris, ncq; rur* 
fivs m mrtes feftione mterucntcte diuifm. Qonftttudmm 
emm dccem mtUtdflmuUchroru toto effe in orbc Vulcd* 
minunauid cjfc(ut dixi)deccm cmnibus vn miUibtis potis 
tfi unus uno m tcmporefno opinor. qud cdttfa f quk qu<t 
funt priudtd,ftnguLridq;ndturd,multd ficri nequcutfm 
plicitdtU fude integritdte fcrudtd:cr hoc dmplm ncque* 
untjfx homtnumformds dij hdbcnUopindttc iit ucfhrd &f* 
ddrdt.neq; cnim mdnut 4 cdpite fcpdrdtd.aut pcs diuifus 
4 corporefummdm poffuntpr<tftdretoiuu.dut dtcedum 
ejt porttones idcm poffe quod totu 9 cum cofifierc nequedt 
niftfucritpdxtium cogregdtionc confUtum. Stdutcmin 
cunttri idem cffedicctur, perit omnis rdtio dt$ integri- 
txs ueritdttfihocfueritfumptu, poffcunum momnibus 
uno tepore penndnere:dut dcoru cfc unufquifq; dicendut 
itd ipfum fmct db ipfo fe ipfe diuiderc, ut & tpfcfit, er 
dltewo dliquo difcrimine fcpdrdtusfcd ipfeide,et dlw. 
Qwdquontdmrccufdt,crreft>uit, dfrcrndturq; ndtu* 
Yd:dut tnnumeros dicendum cjl,confitcndumq; effc VuU 
cdnosfi tn cuntlts uolumus eum dcgcrc,dtq ; tnefftfim* 
Uchris.dut ertt tn nullo,quid cffc dtuifus ndturd prohibe* 
tur in plurimis.Et tdmcn 6 iftiyfi dpertum uobis er liqui 
dumcft,inf\gnorumuifccribusdcosuiucre y dtq ; hdbitd* 
re ccelitcs, cur eos fub udltdifymis clmbus, ingentibmifc 
tlduftWtfub repdgulii,peffulis, dlijsty kumfmodi rcbus 
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tufloditis,cofcrudtis,dtq ; habctis inclufos,dc ttc fortc fur 

aliquis,dut notturnus irrcpat ktro,£dituis millc protcgi j 

t is,atq; cxcubitoribut miUcfCur cancs m capitolijs pdfci ] 

tisfcur anfcribus uittum>alimoniack prtbctisf Quinim* 1 

viofi fiditis dcos ift$c cffc y ncc db jignis uft>idm,fimuk* 1 

chriscj; difccdcrcpcrmittitc illis curam fui, rcfcratd fint ] 

ftmpa',dtq;dpcrtddclubrd:dcfiquiddquopidm tcmcra 1 

ru jucrit frdudc fubrcptu,uim numinis moftrcnt^ fub j 

ipfo furti dtq; opcris nominc fitcrilcgos pcenis coucnicn* ] 

tibits figantjndignd cnim rcs cfl,& potctkm dc&rucs, I 

auttoritatcq; fnmmorum y cuftodidm numvnu cdnum foli ] 

citudinibus crcdcrcizj cu dliqua qu&rM prohibcdis fvr* 1 

midincm furibus non db ipfis pctcrcftd in anfcru ponc* ] 

rc er coUocdrc gingritibus. Antiochum Cyziccnu firunt \ 

dcccm cubttorum lounn cx dclubro durcum fujlulijfc, cr I 

ex <erc brdttcolis fubftituiffc fucatum. Si in fimulachris 1 

prjfto funt dtq ; hdbitant dij fuis, quibus ncgocijs luppi* ] 

ter,quilus cunsfuerat iUigdtus,quom\nus priuatds pcrfc j 

qucrctur iniuridt^ fuppofitu fcfibi uiliorc in mdtcria ! 

ubidicdrctfDionyjlus iUc (fcd iunior)cu uckminc durco * 
fyoltdrct \cucm,zr pro iUo kncum fubderet:iocukribus 
etum fdcctijs ludcns,cum cffc iUud in rigoribm dlgidum 

hoc udporcuyoncrofum lUud in tftdtibus diccrct,hoc rur \ 
fus fub drdoribus fiabilciubindmfuerdt rcx poli, ut pr<c* 

fcntcm fc cffc fcrmidinc dliqud cbprobdrct,cy urbdnum ' 

fcurrukm cruciatibus rcuocarct ad fcriaf Nam quid Ae* j 
fcukpij grauitatcm ab co cffc comcmorcm rifam f qucm 

cum barba fpclkrct amplifiimaJ?oni podcris^ philofo 1 
fbici dcnjitatosjdcinus cfjc diccbat indignu,ex Ap oUi* 

W I 
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fte procreatu patre lcui ct glabro^fimiHimoq; impuberi* 
ita barbatum filiumfingi, ut inanapitirelinquatur utcr 
coru patcr fit,utcr filiusjmmo an fint gcncris o* cogna 
tionis unius f qu<£ cum omnia fierent, w ^m facrilcgis 
pr<edo irrifiombus loqucretur,fi fubcrat numcn in flatud 
nomini cius maieftatiq; facrataxur oris cotumcliam lcui 
gati^O 0 dchoncftati uultus non iufla w mcritapcrfccu* 
tus cfl ultionc,dcmoftrauitq; hocfafto cr fc cffe pr<efcn 
tcm,& cuflodia pcrtinaci fiias fcdesfimulacraq; tutarii 
Hifi forte ncgligcrc dcos dicctis htcc damna, ncc putarc 
effcidoncam caufam,propter qua fe cxerant, nocen* 
tibus panam uiolate religionis mfUgant. Ergo fi h<ec it<t 
funt,nec fimulachra ipfa habcrc dcfidcrant,qu<e conucUi 
Cr dirigi perpctiuntur impunciimmo e contrario perdo* 
ccnt afyernarifc iUa,in quibusforctos ultioc in aliqua fis 
gnificarc no curant. Philoflcphanu* in Cypriacis auttor 
cfl,Pygmalionc rcgon Cyprifimulachru Vcncris, quod 
fanttitatis apud Cyprios ct rcligiois habcbatur antiqux, 
ddamajfc ut faminam,mcnte,anima,lumine rationis iu* 
dirijq; c<ecatis:folitucj; danentcmjanquamfiuxoria rcs 
cjfctyfublcuato in lcttulu numinc copuhricr amplexibus 
ttq; orc,re$q; alias agcre libidvnis uacut imaginatioc fiu 
&rabilcs. Confimili rationc PofidippM in co libro, qucm 
fcriptum fupcr Gnido indicat,fupcrq; rcbus cius, adide* 
fccntem haud igncbilcm memorat,fcd uocabulum cius ob 
fcuraUcorrcptum amoribus Vcncris, proptcr qua GnU 
dus in nominc cfl^matorias ct ipfum mifcuiffc lafciuias y 
cum ciufdcm numinis fignogcnialibusfufum torvs^ w> 
luptatu confequcntiu finibmM fimiliter rwfum interro 

gcm 
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gcntyfi in £re,dtcj; in mdtcrijs c£teriSiqbu* figndformd* 
td funt>fupcroru potcti£delttefcut:ubt nd gentiufuerit 
unx dtckdtcrdVcncrcSyUt impudicd pctuldntid iuuenH 
propulptret db fc loge,ct cbtdttus impios crucixbili coer 
cttioncpunircttAut,quonid mites>w ingemjs trdquiUio 
rtbus dc£ funuqudntufiicrdt miferisfuridlidutrcjlingue 
rcntgdudid,mentcq;infdndrecredtisreducerti 
N/ft forte (ut uos frrtis)ltbidinis et uoluptatum de£ cotu 
ntcliM ijtds hdbueregrdtifimMmcc ulttone ficinus cxijH 
trnuere condignu y quod fudt quoq; mulccrct metes,& q<? 
db fe fubdi humdnis cuptditatibm fciret. Sed fi de£ Vcne 
res ingcnijs pidcidtoribut pr£dit£,gerendu effe morc in 
fortunijs iudtcducrcc£coru y cum cdpitoliu totics eddx m 
gnis dbfumcretyloueq; ipfum cdpitolinti cum uxore cor* 
rtpuijfet dc filidyubind fulmmdtor tcpore tUofuit, ut fce 
Xcrdtu ittud drccret incendiu, er d pcjiifcro cdfu res fu& 
dc fcmct,w cuttdmfdmilidm umdtcdrett Vbiluno regi 
nd cu inclytu eiws jknum y fdcerdoteq; Chryftdcm, eddein 
wfUmmt drgiud in ciuitdte dclerettvbi Serdpis Aegy* 
pttus,cu conjimilt cdfu idcutt folutus in c\nere y cu myfle* 
rijs omnibut,dtq; iftdet Vbi Ltber Eleutheriw cumAtkc 
mstubi Didnd cu Fphcfotubi Dodonms lupptter cu Do* 
4onetubi dcniq; ApoUo diuinus cu d pirdtii y mdritimisq; 
pr*donibus,o frolidtM itd cj\>w tnccfus y ut ex totduri 
pondertbus qu£ infinitd cogefferdnt fcculd,ne unu quide 
bdbuerit fcrypulu quod hirudinib. hoftitis (Vdrro utdi 
cit in Menippcis)ojtederettlnfimtiopei'is res cjfct in to 
toorbe defcrtbcrc,qu£fintfdndCQUulfdtcrr£ motibut* 
CT tcmpefidttbus:qu£ incenfx db hoftibus, qu£ db rcgi* 
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lus v tyrdnnis>qu£ dntiftites,w fdccrdotes^ ipfi fu= 

fbitione duerfit nudduer'mt:qu£ dd ultimumfurcs^ ob* 

jerdtd pdndentes tenebrdrum obfcuritdtecdndchenhqudt 

tutd utiq; permdnercnt,gr nuttis obnoxid fdrtuitnfi dd* 

effcnt dij prtfides^dut hdbercnt aliquds temploru(qucm 

ddmodu diatur)cum.Nunc ucro^quid cdffit fmUw nul 

Us hdbitdtoribws teftdjidbet m iUtsfortwtd m fuum,w ' 

perindc cunftis obielld funt cdfibut, £ funt omnid c<etc* 

Yd motu mteriore priudtd. \n pdrte hdc cddcm ittud ctidtn 

dicere fimuldchromm affertores folent,no ignordffc dn* 

tiquosmhil hdbere nummis fignd,ncq; uttu omnino mef* 

fc his fcnfum fcd propter indomitudtq; impmtumuuU 

gus,qu£pdrs in populis dtq; m ciuiMib.mdximd efl,fd= 

lutdriter ed confiltoq; formuffc:ut uclut quadd ft>ccie ob* 

icftd his numinum dbijcerent djperitdtcm metw.drbitrd* 

tiq;pr£fentibutfefefubdijsdgere,fd(td impid depone* 

rentpW dd humdnd ofjicid moru immutdtione trdnfiret. 

Nrc proptcr dlid cdufitm uencrdbilcs formds duro cis dr 

^etoq; qu<zfitds,nifi ut ddcffeuis qu£dd ipjts i/n fulgorib* 

crederetur,qu<e non oculoru tdntu perftrmgeretfenfum* 

ucructidm mcntcs ipfds dugufttfiim* lucis rddidttoib. ter 

ritdret. Quod rdtione cu dliqud uideretur forfitdn dici,fi 

poft coditd deorum templd,dtq; mftitutd fimuldchrd nul 

lus cffet in mundo mdlus,nuttd omnino nequittd y iuftitid y 

pdx,fides mortdlium peftord pofitdcret:neq; quifquci t/ti 

terrvs npces,neq; mnocens diccretur,fcelerofd operd ne* 

fcientibut cuftis.Nunc ucro cu cotrd mdlis omnid plcn<i 

fint, innocentut pene intcricrit nomcn, per momentd > 

pcr punftd,exdmind mdleficioru noud noxioru improbi 

tatc 
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tdte pdridntur:diccre qui conucnit dd iqcuticndds fbrmU 
dincs wdgo deorum inftitutd fimuLcrdxu pr£ter i/nnu= 
mcrds mmlnu cr ficinoru fvrmds,ipft ctim uidcdmus 
tcmpld fdcrilegis uioLtionibus dppcti db tyrdnnis 9 db rc* 
gibus,db Ltronibus,w notturnis d furibus : ipfosq; illos 
deos,quosdd mctus fdcicndos uctus finxit cr cofccrduit 
tntiquitdSyUddcrc :n dntrd pr£donu,cum ipjis fuisditrcis 
mctucndisq; fidgoribusfQuidenim,fiucru,crfinc uUd 
fpdtificdtioncpcrfticLs,jignd ifid qitf dicut, hdbct in fe 
mdgnum y ut mcrito fycrdrit dtq; cxiflimdrit dntiquitds* 
conftcttu lUorum poffc frdngi hominum uitid,cr morcs* 
mdlcficid tcmpcrdrifFdlx mcfforid fcdicct,qu<e cjl dt 
tributd Sdturno,mctu f ucrdt inictturd mortdlibus,uitdm 
ucUcnt ut pdcificdm dcgerc,dc mdliciofds abijcere uolun* 
tdtcs:fionteidnusdncipiti 9 dutdentdtdilld y qiainfigniti^ 
cfl,clduisricinidtus luppitcr,dtq; bdrbdtus, dexterdfo* 
mitcm fufiincns perdoktum infulminis morem:lunonius 
iUc caefluSydut militdrifub gdlcd pucUuL dchtcfccsidcum 
mdtcr cum tympdno,cum ttbijSyCT cum pfdlterijs mufie. 
Mercurius pinndtus,Argiphotes:Aefculdpius bdculo, Cc 
rcsmdmmiscum grdndibus, dutinLiberi dcxtcrdpen* 
iens potorius cdnthdrus:Mulciberfdbrili cum hdbitw.dut 
fortund cuni cornu,pomis,ficis,dut fiugibus dutumndlL 
bus plcno-.fcmitcttisfemorib.Didndidutdd libidine con* 
ciUnsVenusnudd:AnubUcdnmdcu fdcic.dut gcnitdli* 
bus proprijs infcrior Pridpus. O fpccies formidinu dir£ 9 
metucndich tcrrorcs,proptcrquosgcnushominu torpe* 
dine in pcrpctud dffigerctur,mhil molirctur dttonitu, db 
pmnifyfedttufcclerofo fLgitiofoq; fiendrct, FdlcicuU* 

cLu:s 
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dim,cdUdndria,fmitcr y tdUrid,bdculi,tym 
bi<e,pfdterid,ntdttim<epropt<e,dtq; ingentes cdtithdrulr, 
forcipes,cornudq; pomifcrd,nudd corpordfocmindrum, 
CT uercfroru mdgnitudines publicdte. Nonne fdtiusfue* 
tdt fdltitdre y cdntdrc y qum fub titulogrduititis,<zr fcuc< 
ritdtis obtentu,tdm frigidd,tdmq; incptd tidrrdrefimuU 
cbrd,db dntiquis ddpcccdtd cohibedd,cr <td noccntiu fbr 
mdtd impioruq;formidinesfvfq;ddconcmortdles fcculi 
iHiusdc tcmporis cordc fuerdnt udcui y rdtionis fenfusq; 
tiullius,ut db dclionibus improbis tdnqul pdruuli pufioc 
ncs pcrfondrum moftruoftfiimd tonatdtc dnimos etid co 
flrtngcrentur^mdnusfEtundeeftin contrdritlres ucr 
fk,ut cttm tum multd in ciuitdtibus tcmph fint plcnd om- 
nitmfimuUcrisdeorum,totlcgibus,<zrgeneribus fuppli 
ciorum tdntis iri obuUm ncqucdtmultitudmi noxiorum: 
ttcq; tdlis rcmcdijs duddcid pofiitdbfcidi:tuntoq;femdgis 
mdlcficid congcmindtdmultipliccnt y qudnto lcgibusiudi 
cijsq; contenditur imminucrc fdftd crudclid, crpcendru 
cocrcitione fcddrcfQuod fi mctus dliqucs mfUgerent fu 
muldchrd mortdlibus,legum Idtio ccfjdret,ncctdm diucr 
fiecruccs fdcinoroforuconfiituercturdudxcit. Nucucro 
quid conflitit,coprobdtumq;cflreipfd indncm cffcopi= 
nioncm timoris,qui db fignis dkdtur cffiucre y dd lcgu de* 
curfum efl fdnttiocsd quibus effet formido ccrtifAmd f* 
tidm dffixd,coflitutdq; ddmndtio : quibus dcbcnt cj ipfi 
fimuUchrd,quod incolumid ddhucperftdnt,Z7honom 
dictmis conccfiione munitd. Sed quonii fittis( ut rcs tulit) 
qukm indnitcr fidnt fimuUchrd monftrdtu eft:dc fdcrifi* 
cijs deinceps 3 dec£dibus,dt% immokticnibus hojlidrum 9 

de 
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dc meroydc thureydcq; alijs omnibtts,qu<e in pdrtc iftd c5 
fiuntypofcit ordo qu\m pducis,et fine uUis circulocutioni 
hws dicerc. \n hdc cnim confueftts pdrtc muidids nobis tn 
inidtuofifiimM concitdrCidppcUarenos Atheos: quod 
mmimum trihidmus dijs, pomds ctidm cdpitis beludrum 
crudclitdtibus trrogdre. Qupd quidc nosfdtcmurno co* 
temptufdcercjdtq; dfcerndtionc diumd,fed quod exiRU 
mcmus huius potctids nominis nihil tdle depofcere, ncc^ 
rcrum huiufmodi cupiditdtibus dttineri. 

ARNOBII DISPVTA* 

tionum dducrfus Gcntcs Liber feptimus. 

V I D crgo(dixcrit quifrid) fdcrificid ccti 
fetisnuUd cffe omninofacicnddf vtuobis 
no noftrd, fed Vdrronts ueftri fentetid rc* 

Jpondeamui, nuUd. Quid ttdfquid(inqutt ) 

dijucri ncq; defidcrdnt cd y ncq; dcpofcuntiex <erc dutcm 
fkftiytefhy gypfoyUcl mdrmore multo minus h<ec curdnt. 
Qdrcnt enim fcnfu,ncq$ uUd contrdlriturjied nonfcceris 
culpdineq; ulL,fifcccris,grdtid. Sententidreperi nuU 
ld poteft integrior,et qui quiuis pofiit,quis illc fit feuus, 
W difjiciUimuSyOCCupdre. Quis eft cmm pettoris ti obtu 
fi,qui dut rcbus nuUu hdbcntib.fcnfum hoftids c<eddt ct ui 
tfimdSydut cis cxifttmct dtncLtSyquifunt db his longc tkm 
turdctbcdtitudincdtlhgdtifQutfunt(inquitis)d^ 
Vt comuni uobiSyZr fimplici refyodcdmus uerboyno fci* 
inus. quos cmm uidtmus nunqud,quifint fcirc quemdd* 
modum poffumusfEx uobts dudire confucuimus dcos effc 
qium plurimosygr numinum m fcric coputdriiqut fi funt 

(ut 
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(ut dicitis)uff>ia ueriq; (ut Terentius crcdit) eos effe con 
fcquitur f U coujlmtles ncmim:td efl tales,quales eos uni 
uerfi dcbcreeffe conff>icimus,cr nommis buius appeUd* 
tione dicendos. Qujnunmo(ut breuiter fimam)qualis do 
minus rerum efUatcfc omnipotens ipf',quedtcere nos om 
nes deum fcimus atq; inteUtgimus uerum,cum ad eius no 
trivnis dccefiimus mentionem. Detis enim ab altero, in eo 
quod deus efl,nuUd i/n re differt:nec quod unu cfigcncrc, 
fuis effe m partibus minus aut plus potcfi,qualttatis pro 
prit uniformitate feruata. Quod cum dubium no fit, fe* 
quitur utgeniti nunquam^pcrpetuiq; ut dcbeant effc,ex* 
trinfecus appetentcs mhil,nec carpctes altqius tcrrcnM 
ex materttopibusuoluptates.Ergofibfcita funt y pri- 
mum tUud a uobis expetimus nofcere* qu<e fit caufa, qu<e 
ratio facrificij ut tjiafxciatis : quid dcinde ex hoc lucri ad 
deos ipfos perueniat,atq; in eorum comcditate fubfideat 4 
Quicquid cnim gerttur,debet hdbere caufam jut.ncq^ iu 
ejfe db ratione fetuttum,ut m opertbus fvratur cafiis, er 
in uacuis ludat inanitatis errortbus. Nunqdforte dij coclc 
fiesalunturhisfacris,&adeorum compagme retincn* 
dam nonuUtus opus e& fuffetttocmateritfEt quis ita cft 
hominum,dcusprorfusquifit y ignorans, ut eos exiftt* 
met contineri altcutus alimonijgenere : er cibi cffc mu* 
nus,quod eos factat uiuere, zj tmmcnfa in perpetuitate 
durare f Qutcquid enim caufts cr rebus fulcttur extra* 
neis,ncccffe efi effe mortalc:&- habere ad pcriculu uiant 
pronam,ubi altquid capmt dceffe quo uiuttur. Tu quod 
cx his rebus,qu<e admouctur altartbtts,mhtl uidnaus ac* 
cederc,at<fc adnuminum fubfiantiAS pcruenire.Autcnw 

tbus 
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thus dxtur> er liqucfkdu Cdrbonibus dijf>erit:dut dttimd* 
lis cfi hoflidyW db cdmbus dbliguriturfdrtguis-.dutfidlU 
cuod uifcus drisfucrit trdditum,rdtione drdcfcit pdri,&- 
dijfolutum in cinerem Ubitur.mfi forte hoStidrum deus. 
mmdt deuordt,dUt ex dris drdctibus nidorc confcfidtur 
Cr fumosypdfciturq; dccmfiis,quds cuomut drdcntid uU 
fccrdyddhuc udd dc fknguinc,cr priorib. humcftd dtfuc 
cis. Scdfi dcus(ut dicitur)nuUius ejl corporis,ommq; cft 
mcontiguus td(iu,quifieri poteflut corpordlibusrcbus 
mtridtur incorporeu,quodmortdleefi ut immortdle fu* 
ltinedt,fubddtq;fdltdcmrciqudmcot'mgm 
motus fubmmijirdrc uitdlcsfCc ffdtergo (ut dppdret)fd* 
croru h<ec rdtio, neq; dici k quopii pote eft, ed cduftft* 
crificid celcbrdri,quod dldntur his numind? cr eorumfu 
flincdntur pdflu. Nunquid(fi forte hoc non efi) uoluptd* 
tis dlicuius, dnimiq; (ut dicitur) cdufd c^duntur dijs ho* 
fii*,W fuccenfis ddijciuntur dltdribusfEt quifqui ejl bo= 
minii,qui deosfibi perfuddcdt uoluptdtu diffufwne moU 
lefccrc,gcftirc in Ubidinis gdudium,^ uelut dnimdl uile 
bldndis fcnfibus dffici,w dulcedinis IdbilU uolucri titillt 
tione mukeritQUpd enim ucluptdte dijfoluitur,id cotri 
rid neceffe efl trifiitid contrdhdturmec immune exiftcre 
ab dnxictdtc mocroris,quod teticid trcpiddt,w leuitdti* 
huextoUiturgdudiorum.Vtroq; dutcdffcjludcbct cffe 
dij Uberi,fi eos cffe pcrpctuos,cr mortdliu uolumusfrd* 
gilitdtepriudtos.Quidquodomms uoluptdt qudfi qu<e* 
ddmcfldduldtio corporis,notisq ; iUis fcnfibus dfjumitur 
qumq; :qud fifupcrifcntiunt,®* coru ncccffc cjt cffc pdr 
.ticipcs corporihpcr quxuid cjt fcnfibus, & dccipiendis 

Uoluptd* 
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Uotuptdtibut idnia.Vofbrcmo quodgdudium cjt y innoxb 
rum dnimantiu mdttdtione Ijetdrimiferdbilcs fiepc exau 
dire mugitMiriuos fitnguinis cernere,dnimds cum cruore 
fugicntes,pdtcfdftisq; fccrctis prouoluiy <y intcjhnxcii 
Stercore, cr ex refiduo Jpiritu cxultantid ddbuc cordd % 
tremcbuuddscfc pdlpitdntcs in uifccribus uenMfScmiferi 
tios bomincsrfuinimmoCdpcrtius ut pronuncicmus quod 
efh uerius dtcfc dpertius dittu)ftri,quos infclix necefiitds, 
er ntdlus ufws cdocuit cibos cx his cdrpere : mifcrdtione 
interdum commouemur ittorum:drguimus nos ipfi,penk 
tusc^ rc uifit,dtq; inftcttd ddmndmus :quod bumdnitdtis 
iurc depofito mturalis initij cofortid ruperimus.Deos ali 
quiscreditpios,bcncficos,mites, c<edcpccorum dclettds 
riydiffundicfc Utitidjiqudndo fub bis concidunt cr friri 
tum miferdbilitcr ponunt>£r uoluptdtcf Ergo ( ut ccrnU 
tnus) nuUd cfl in fdcrificijs cdufd> nec cur fiantjrdtio cjt: 
quonid nec uoluptds cjl ulld, dc fi forte cjl aliqud, in deot 
eam cdderenuUd pofferationcmonjlrdtu cjl, Scquitur ut 
ittdm quoq;inff>icidmuspdrte,qudm iattari dudimus uul 
go^populdri inpcrfmfionc uerfxriifxcrificid fuperis 
€d fieri dijs cdufd y ut irds dtq- y dnimos pondnt y rcddZturq; 
tnitcs cr pldcidi,feriudorupcttoru indignationc feddtd* 
At fi diffimtionem tencdmus ittdnuqidm perthitater me 
tniniffc conuenit nos femper,uniuerfos dnimoru affcttus 
ignotcs dijscffcycofentdncumcjt crcdcre mmqiumdcos 
irdfciqumimmo nuttum dffcttu mxgit effedb his longe, 
qum quiferis er beluis proximm turbat tcmpcftdtibus 
pdtientes>w ddpericulum intcritiois inducit. Quicquni 
Mttt uexdtut rei dlicuius e motu,pdfiibile effe conjUt eA 
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fugile :quod pdfiionifrdgilitdtiqi fubicttum ejUd necefn 
fe cft cffc mortdleiird dutcm ucxdt^ pdtientes fcfoluit* 
ergo cffc mortdlc dicendu ejl, quod pafiionibtufubiettii 
cfl ir<e. ktqum dcos fcimut ejjeoportere perpetuos,et tut 
turctm immortdlitdtis tenerciquod fi cojldt, er Uquidum 
eftjrd db his longe cr <xb corum conditionc difiuttd efk. 
NmDw crgo rdtionibm conucnit id m fupcrvs uetle pkcd* 
rc^quod poffc non uidetf m eoru bcdtitudinem couenire. 
Scd conccddmm(utuultis)pcrturbdtioncm huiufmodi fi 
milidrcm dijs cffcpldcdndiq; ciws cdufd resdiuinus fieri* 
fdcrorum folcnnid cclcbrdrvqudndo crgo coucnidt dd 
hibcrihtcmumwelintempore quo ddrifdntequd funt 
irdti,zr pcrcitifdn cumfucrint motijpfisq; m indignd* 
tionibm conflitutifSi nc fumant dnimos occurrendum ejl 
his .mtefcrxs nobis proponitis no dcos,quibut ne feuidt 
concitdt<£?w cducdrum difcutunt clduftrd,obicttdri mo 
ris cft cfcdsjn quM rdbidce feuunt, cupidine uexttio 
nis inclmcnt. Sin dutc idm fvruidis dtq ; indigndtionc ft.u 
grdntibus fdtisfittio ijid fdcrificioru oggcritur.no inqtd 
ro,non exigo,an ittd Utd er fublimis tndgnanhnitM nu* 
minum,homunculoru ojfenfwne moucdtur.hdbedtq; pro 
uulncrc fiquid dnimdl c£cu,dtq; in nubibws fcmpcr tgno* 
Tdtionis mccdcns defignduerit>dixerit, quo iHorum mU 
nueretur duttoritds. Scd ncq^ iUud dici, dut dudire dcpo* 
fco,qudt iraru in homines hdbcit dij cdufdt,ut fxcrificijs 
dcbcdnt contrdttd offcnfionc mulcerimunquiddliquMle 
gcs fdtixcrc dliqudndo mortdlibus y conftitutuq- cft db his 
unqiu qiud cos dgerc coucnircUucl quid non,quid confc* 
ttdri,qu;dfugere ? uel colife fdtcm quibm rdttonibws ciu 
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ftrent,ut dliter,qum impcrduerdt geftd ultionibm per* 
fequcrentur irnrum, contcmptiq ; fe uettent de duductbiH 
KJT trafgrefjoribus uindicdrefvt opmor db hts nuquant 
neq;conftitutueftdliquid,ncq ; jdn{iu:quonidm necuifi 
<diqudndo,neq) fi funt uifudpertifiimd potuit cogmtione 
dignofci. Qurendm eft ergo mftitid.ut cis ob dltquds CdUn 
fdsirdfcdnturdijcalites,quibusncq; fefemonflrdre dli* 
quAndodigndtifunt,neq;uUMdeder'mtidutimpofa^ 
leges,quds coli dbhisucllent,zrinuicldbili obfecutione 
ferUdnfScd hocfut dixi)pr<etcrco,&filcntio pdtior M 
re dondtum:unu ittud pr* ommbus qu<ero>qu<c cdufd cft* 
utfi cgo porcumoccidero, dcm mutct dffeftu, dtnmosq; 
er rdbie pondtfigdllinuUmyUitulu.fub illius ocuUs dt ch 
dtdribus cocrcmdroyobiiuionc inducdt iniurix^ dbfcn 
fu penitus offcnfionis dbfccdxtfQuid dd cius doloran cx 
opere hoc migrdt^ut rcmcdij cutus eft dnfer* cdper 9 aut 
pduuti ut ex cius cruorc medicind ddhibedturirdto fEr* 
gonc miurids fuds dij ucndunt>dtty> ut pdruuli pufioncs* 
quo dnimis pdrcdt y dbjtmedntq ; plordtibus, pdjfcrculos* 
pnpulos,cculcos,pdnes dccipiunt,auibus duocdrc fc pofit 
fmt.itd dij mortdlcs placdmcntd ifu fumunt, quibm irdi 
atq$ dnimos ponat, er m grdtiafuis cu offenfonb. rede* 
dntfAtquin ego rebdr dcos(fi modo rettu eft crcderc, q<# 
tnotib.exdgitcnturirdru) fincuUispmnijs,nuUisq ; mcr 
cedibusjras dt<h dnimos ponerc, cr pcccdtoribus dclifta 
dondrc. Hoc cnenim propriu numinu, liberdles ucni^ 
Cr cocefiioneshdbcrcgrdtuitds. Quodfi fieri no potcft, 
fdpicntius multo cft 7 pertindciter eos m offenjionc dur<< 4 
te,%mimerum corruptionemitefcerci Crefcitcnim muU 
* * tiind* 
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titudo pcccantium,c?i rcdimcndi pcccdti frcs ddtur.erfi 
ctlc itur nd culpds,ubt cft ucnalis ignofccntmm grdtti. Ec 
ccfi bos dltquis,dut quodlibet cx his dnimal quod dd pld* 
cdnddt ctditur mitigdnddtfy numinum furids uoccm ho+ 
trimisfumdUcloqudturi^ hs ucrbis. Ergonco \uppiter 9 
4Ut quii dlius dcus esjiumanu cfi tfiud cr rccliw, aut <t* 
quitdtis dlicuim tn <ejttmdtionc ponendu>ut cu aliut pec* 
cdiierit,ego occiddr, er dje meo fdngumc ficri ttbipdtid* 
riifxtis quod nunqud tc Uferinhnunqud fcicns dut nefcU 
cns tuum numcn mdiefidtcmq^ uioldrtmfAninnd(ut fcis) 
tnutumjidtur* mc£ fimpltcitdtc fcqucns,nec multifdrmi 
um morum udrictdtibus lubricum,nunquiddliqudndo tu* 
cs ludos minusfdndc dtligctcrq; pcrfici fnunquid dliquc 
prjefulcm,tuu numcn qtu offen«vrct,duttc trddimfnun* 
quid iurdui per tefdlfofnunquid ficnlcgis furtis tiid r<& 
puiifroliduiq; dondridtnunquid eruifxcrdtifiimos lucos* 
dut rcltgiofd qu<cddm locd fubflruttionibus pollui profu 
ndutq;priudtistQU£ndmcftc)'gocdufd,ut dlienum crU 
tnen meoludtur e fmguine, er in nefds extrdneum mcd 
uitd er mnocentid perducdturtdn quod dnimdluilc fum, 
ttcc rxtionis nec confilij pdrticcpsfquemddmcdu pronun 
cidntifli,quifehommesnomindnt, crferoautc trdnfim 
Vuntbeluds.Kouneprbnordtjsijfdcm cddem&mc ge= 
nuit inforniduitq; ndturdfnonncftiritusuntis efl, qui cr 
illoSiVrmcrcgtttNonconfimili rdtione rcfftiroyV uU 
dco,<& c<etcris dffcior fenfibusthdbct iccordy pulmoncs, 
cordd,mtcj}im,uctrtculos:<zr mthi membroru non tdcm 
cflnumerus attributusfAmdnt fuosfoctus, grgignendis 
conueniunt Uberismon er mihiprolis, cr fubrogd<Le efl 
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turd,w dulccdo cum fucrit procrcdtdfScd rdtionales iUi 
funt,& drticuUtds exprimunt uoces. Et undc fllis notum 
e&,dn er ego quodfdcio meis rdtionibus ]icim,w uox 
ijU,qul promo,mcigcncrisucrbdfint,ctfolis inteUigdn 
tur 4 nobisfmtcrrogd pietdtc,utrumncfit tquiusmc occi 
di,me cofici, an homineucnU, cr comifforu impunitatc 
donitrifQuis i n gUdiu fomiduit ferrufno homofqs cU* 
dcmgcntibus,quis tidtionibus impofuit fcruitutcfnon ho, 
mofquis pdrentibus,frdtribus,quis uxoribus,quis dmicis 
mortifcrds fubdidit,comifcuitq; potioncsfno homof quii 
tn.dcficid reperit,dut comentdtus eft tdntd,qultd uix ex 
plicdri dcclmiUibus ncquednt ucl dnndliu,urt dicrufnon 
bomofitd iftud non fcru,non immdnc,no fcuum eftf non 
tAio luppitcr iniukum uidetur,®- bdrbdrum mc occidi* 
me c<edi,utfids tu pUcidus,^ ut fcclcrofis contmgdt im 
punitdsfErgo ob hdnccdufdm(idcftnumindut pUcen* 
tur irdtd)'mdnitcrficrifdcrificid coftitit,cu docucrit nos 
Ydtio neq; dcos irdfci dliqudndo,ncq; dlteru ucUe pro <xU 
tero confici,c£di,ncc mnoxij fdnguine dbolitioncm defi* 
gndtiombus compdrdri. Scdfortaffcdliquis dicetiiccirco 
dijs hoftidt,er c£tcrd impendimws munerd,ut fimiliares 
quodmmodo noflris.fupplicdtionibus fdtti,rcs tribudnt 
projj>crds,duertdtq; k nobis mdU,cum gdudijs ficidt dge 
re nos fanpcr,triftitUs ucropropcUdt,o* ex cdfibus im 
mincntUfortuitis. No cxigum curm locus ifte dcfidc* 
Tdt,ncc quod dicitur fkilc,tdm cofuctu eft ud dudiri, uel 
credi.AduoUbit enim continuo uniuerfus iUc dottifiimo* 
rum chorus,quidffcucrdns,z? coprabdnsfktoficriqus* 
iun$fiunt,cripUt nobis c mdnibus opinioncm ifUmo 0 

q j mnilut 
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indnibus nos drgUdt perfudfionibut fiderc. Quicquidm 
mundo>mquiet>geftum cft,geritur, wgcretur> oltmdefi 
mtum>et ftxu cft.bdbetc^ tmmobiles caufa> per quM fibi 
res nex£ inexpugndbtlem cofcrdnt pr£teritoru cum im* 
mmcnttbus neccfiitdtc. Si dcfimtUyW fixum eft>quid ob* 
tmgcrefingulis mxh debcdt>boniue>idm certueft.Qupi 
ficertumejt>zr fixu>udcdntomniddeorum duxilid>ud* 
cdtttodid>udCdntbenigmtdtes. Tdm cnimprt&drcnott 
pojfutrt id>quod non poteft fieri> qudm torobibcrencfidt 
id,quod ncceffe efi eueniremifi quod udlidius prancrc o* 
pnuonem tftdm(iuolucrint>quibunt:ut etumipfos dco: 
fruftrd dicdntduobiscoli>cr fupc)'UdCdneis fupplicdtio* 
nibus adordri.Cum cntm ordinem uertcre>%r fktdlid nc* 
qucdnt conftitutd mutdrc^ quid rci>quid cdufe cft fhtigd* 
re>Cr obtudcrc eorum dures ueUciquortt duxilijs neque* 
ds fupremis in ncccfitUtikfidercfPoftrcmo fi trtjlid>dtcfc. 
importund dij pcUuntifi ed qu£ funt Utd>dtq; dmicd ldr= 
giuntur>unde funt mundo tdntijdincf; innumerdbtles mi* 
fcrifundc tot infeltccs Uchrymdbile ttiti in extremd for 
tc duccntcsfcur immunes d cdUmitdtib.non funt>qui mo= 
mentd pcr finguld>qui per punttd fxcrificijs onerdt dtq; 
dccumtdant dMfNonne dlios( mquiunt)utdcmus ex iUis 
domicilid effc morborum.cxtinflis lumintbu^>dtc^ durU 
bws obferdtis>pcdum cdrcreproceffu>truncos fine mxni* 
bus degcrc>mcendijs>ndufrdgijs>zr rumis>mergi>obrui> 
conficv.pdtrtmonijs db ingentibus euolutosmercenndrio 
fefeUborefulcirc:ftipes cmcndicdrc fupremdt>extcrmi* 
mrt,profcrtbi>fcmp<r(ffi'mluttibutltbtToru orbitdti* 
bmfrdftosMxdriper 'mfirtunuctterd,quorum fpccia 
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formi* nuUd potcfi cnumerdtio dejinircf Qupd u* 
tify non fieret,fi proptdfarcfi flcttere mda ijh dij pof* 
fentfdcrorii meritis obligdti. Nunc ucro quU cafibus nul 
lus e(l in his locus,fed incluttdbiU omnU ncccfiitate confi 
ciunt,dgit fefe ordo pr<efcriptus,& quod fcmcl dccretum 
rfl,pcrficit.Aut ingrdticffe dicedifunt cccUles, fi cum hd 
bednt iurd prohibendi,pdtiuntur infilixgcnus tot pccnis 
CT cdUmitdtibus implicdri.Et fortdffc dliquid dicant md 
%num,nec quod duribus debedt fru&dtorijs, leuibus, er 
totemnentibws fumi. Qum timcn nos pdrtcs, qi;U rcs ni 
tnium longi eft multiq; fermonis,inexplicdtds trdnfcuni 
musdtch vntdftdtifolum iUud pofuiffe contenti, inhonc* 
flds uos famxs ddiungere dijs ueftris,fteosdlitcr ncgdtis 
prjejldre qux bond funt,dtq; mimicd trifuertcrc: niji pri 
us empti capeUdrum fuerint dtq; ouium fjmgum>!TJ** 
teris qutt ddmouentur dtdribus. Indignu cnim primu cfl, 
ut itU uis numinum fubUmitMq; ccclcjlium bcncfcid crc* 
ddtur fux hdbere uendlid, prius fumere, dtq; itd prtftd* 
rc.Tum quod fctdw multo cfl, nifx dccepcrint, prodcffc 
ituUi,perpetiq; miferrimos difcrimmum fubirc fortunM, 
cum prohtbere pofiint dc fubuenire. Si ex duobusfdcien* 
iibus res fdcrds honeflus unus, er locuplcs, alter dngufio 
Ure,fcd innoccntUfuerit zr probitdte UudMisxcn* 
tum lUe cjcddt boues, totidcmq; cu dgniculisfuis matrcs, 
tbutpduper exiguum, (T odoris dlicuiusunam concre* 
MetglebuUm.nonneerit confcquens,ut debcdt credt (fi 
tnodo nihil nummd>nifipr<tmijs dntccedentibus prs= 
fldnt)utfiuorcm fuum er duxilium comodent lucupleti, 
duertant k ptupcrculo \um'md,quem reftnttum non dtti* 

q 4 mut 
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tttMyfed familiaris rei neccfiitas ficitf vbi enim uenalif, 
Zrmerccnnariusdatorcft,ibincccjfe eftgratii promi 
gnitudine muneris tribui>vr eo inclmare fujfragiu,undc 
<tdcum,quipr<efhxt,mcrccdis plusmulto,etmdccor<t cor 
ruptionis ajjluxcrit. Quid fipopuli rurfusduo hojlilibui 
difiidentes armis,facrificijs partbus fuperoru locupletam 
uerint aras,altcrq } va alterum poftulent uires fxbi atcfc <m 
xtlium comodari,n6nne iterum neceffe cfl credufi pr<e* 
tnijs folicitanttir,ut profint,cos partes inter utrafck debe 
rc h<efitarc,defigi, nec reperirc quidfhciant>cumfu4s in* 
tcUigant gratias facrorii acccptionibus obligatasf Aut e* 
nim auxilia hinc er mde prtflabunt> id quod fieri no po 
teft:pugnabunt enim contra ipfos fe ipfi 3 contra fuasgrd 
tiaSyUoluntatcsq; nitentur:aut ambobus popidis opcfub* 
viiniftrarc ccjjabuntjd quod fceleris tnagni e& pofl im* 
pcnfam p acccptaq; mercedcm. Itaq; ergo ab dijs longe m* 
famia eft ifh tota pcUendamcq; eft omnino dicendu, pr<* 
mijs eos ac mcrccdibus aUicubona,s ut res confirat,dimo* 
ueantq; contrarias,fi modo dij uerifunt, atq; m nommis 
huius exccptionc poncndi. Mtenim jbto fiunt qu£cunq; 
fiunt,&- ambitionis <& grati<c nuUus locus in dijs e&:aut 
fi excluditur cr cijcitur fitu^no eft fuper<e dignitatis bo* 
tiiopcris fi,uorem,w coUatasmunificetiasuenditare. S<t 
tis(utopinor) oftendimusfrujlradijsimmortaUbus ho* ' 
flias rebus cum confequcntibus admoueri:$ neq; aUntur 
bif,neq; uUam percipiant uoluptatem,ncq; iras,aut anU 
inosponant,neq;utres tribuantfiu*ftas,neq; utabigant 
tbcruncentq; cotrarias. Sequitur ut iUam quoq; mfeicia* 
mus f>artem,qux d> nonmUti cofueti efl afferh GT cau* 
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^ atrimonidlibu* dpplkdri. Aiurtt enimfdcrdh&c hono 
Tdndis cffe mjlitutd ccdeflibu*>cr ed quod fkidnt hono* 
Tis crgo ficere,ct his nummum potetids duttitdre. Qujd 
fi fimilitcr dicant euigikre fefe,dtq; dormire,dedmbuld* 
Tcfubfijl<re,confcriberedli<iuid>&' lcttitdre, ut honorc 
dijs hdbednt,w dignitdtibus eos jkcidt dmplwrcsfQuid 
tnim cruorc de pecorufquid ficrorum cofittione de c&te 
Td fuperddditur his reifquiddpponitur,dtq; ddijcitur po 
tejtdtisfEtenim honos omnis P q hdberi db aliquo dicitur 9 
Cr reucrenti* potioris dttribuijehtiui efl dd dlteru ge* 
tierti,Cr cwfidns pdrtibusdudbus 3 cx coccfiione tribueft 
tis,o* dmplificdtione fumcntis. Vt fi quifyid utfo poten* 
tifiimi nommi/s dtq$ duttoritdtis uiro,uiddeceddt, dffur* 
%dt,cdput reuclet,uchiculoq; dcfilidtitum demdefdlutet 
tccliuis dnci%e dHt feruuli pduibudds trepiddtioncs imiU 
tusiuidco quid dgdtur m huiufmodi hcnordtionis ofjicio: 
fummifiionc dlterius ddtur dlteri plurimum:efjicitU7'q;M 
yidedtur mdgnut,que fufceptio mmoris extulerttyO' fui* 
tnte pofuerit rcbus. Sed conccfiio h<ec omnis^et hoitoris, 
dequdloquimur,dttrfoutio folishdbetm hommibusfe* 
dcmiquos ndturalis infirmit<ti,cr dmor m dltiorib.fldn* 
di docctgduderc de fkflibM^zr dlioru copdrdtionib. dn* 
teponi. At quero m fuperi/s ubi efl honoris locusfuel quds 
eis eminctidt dddere fdcroru ex coUdtionibus mueniturt 
Augu&iores,potentiores mdttdtis pecudibus fiunt, dddi* 
tur iUis exhoc quicqud,dut effe dij mdgis diuinitdtc md 
j piunt dmplidtdfAtquiego cotumcli<e proximu, qumim* 
I tno effe plendm cotumelidm iudico y cu honordri db homi 
M dcus dicitur^tnuncris dlicuiusobldtione tmttdrL 

q $ Etenim 
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&enim(ibonosduget,eiM(fc dccumuldt dignitdticuifut 
irtt dttributus, fequttur utduftiordeusfidtdb homine,* 
quo fuerit munere et honoris coUationc dondtM. Atq; iu 
perduciturrese6,utinfertordcutfit,qui honoribws md* 
ftdtur humdnis. Quid ergo (mquict dliquU ) honore dijs 
ddndum nuUum effe omnino cefetUfSi deos nobis propo* 
iiitti ulcs 9 qudles (fifunt) dcbentcffe, quosq; diccre nos 
cmnes m iftius nominis prtdicdtione fcntimm,qucmd<k 
ntodum poffumus honore hisnon hdbcrc uel mdximufcH 
etii colere homincs potentioribus dccepcrimus imperijs* 
cuiufcunq; ordtnis fucrint,cuiufcunqy fortun<£. Quifndm 
t)}ceft mdximusfofjtcicfiormultoqum habeiur kuoa 
bis,vr potcntiorc in gcnerc conilitutus. Dicitcbiquitis. 
Nf fit opinio dc his deformiUtc culpdbili$,ut ncque illos 
credM quicqum homvnU hdbere confimtle,ncc quicquZ 
expcftdrequodfitdbfeforiSydtq; cxtrinfecus ueniens: 
tum quod fepius diftum cfl,non drdefcere irdrum ftdm* 
mis,non gcfttre corpored uolnptdte,no exdmbiri ut pro 
fint,non pr<emijsutnoccdnt proriUri> benignitdtem cr 
grdtidm non hdbere uendlem, non gdudere honore cofk 
to,non indtgndri dffici non da to : fed quod rei dimns 
r# proprium,fud fcuinoffe,necfedlienis dduldtiombus 
fflimdrc. Et Umen, ut utdcdmus i8ud quod dicitur qud* 
le fity quod eft ijtudhonomgcnus, ucruecem,driete, uu 
rum, deifub ore conneftere, confycftuq; in eius occide* 
rcfQuod c& honoris genus deum inuiUre dd fdnguini* . 
quemcumcdmbusuidcdscum fumerc,dtq;hdbere com* 
muncm f Qupd cfl honoris gcnus lignorum flruibus i»« 

tenfis, codmnfumo fubtexere, er * jf<g*tf nminm ni* 
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frore offufcdre ftrdlif Qupd fi ea qu£ fiunt y proprk ui 
pendere y nondntefumpUspUcet opinionibus dtjhmdre, 
Artijlx, quds dicitis y dltdmq; h&cpulchrd y injilicifiimi 
6nimaliumgencrisufbin<e y rogifunt y et bufticetdinopus 
firuftd fcedifiimu, dtcfc in fedc f&rkdtdfcctoru. Qaid di 
citis 6 ifiiyergon e itle putor y qui ex corijs toUitur^dtq; ex 
pirdt drdentibus y qui ex ofiibus y qui ex fetis 9 ex dgnoru U 
nitijSygdUmdruq; de plumi$,dci munus y <cr honor eftfmu 
ftdturq;hcc iUis y quoru tcmpUcum ddirediftonitis,db 
omni uos Ube puros y Uutos cdftifiimosq; pr<eftdtisfEt qd 
cffe his poteft coinquindtii<s y infvlicius y ^ fi itdfk 
fiifunt fcnfus fui ndturd y ut m dmoribus hdbcdtit tdm fe 
Udifhtq; illis in uoluptdtcputoresiquosneq; ipjt fdcrifi* 
cdntes ftrre y ncc higenudt fuftinere frdftos Udlcdnt per ff>i 
ritu ndresfQuod ji dnimdntiu cruore honordri y <zr dffi* 
tifuperoru dnimos exiftimdtis y cur noeiscr mulos y cr 
clephdntos mdftdtis y Qr djinosfcur non esr cdne s y urfos, 
Cr uulpeStO- cdmelos y ty beluds er lconesfgr quonUm 
uolucres hoftidru quoq y in numeris pomtis y cur no uultu 
rios y dquildS y ckonids y immujfulos y buteones y coruos y dccU 
pitres y noftuMfcuh; tUis fdUmddrds y ndtrices y uiperds y fo 
lifugdsfNepe fubeft er his fdngM5 y %r cojimili rdtioe ui 
tdi dgitdtur fyiritu. Quid in iUis mdioris eftoperis y dut 
folerti£ in his m'mus y ut iftd no du%eit y fuperoru iUd dm* 
plificentdignitdtef Quid rebus ex his(mquit) dcospdr 
cft honordre c£lcftes y quibus ipfi alimur,fuftctdmur:ct ui 
uimus y & quds nobis dd uiftu fui numinis trtbuere beni* 
gnitdte digndtifunt. Sed ct cum\m y ndfturtiu y rdpd y bul* 
bos^piu y cdrdw)S y rddicc$ y cucurbiiw 
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pulciumyporruq; fc ttiuuyijdem tribuere dij uobis, cffccfc 
in ufibus ueflris dlimonidru in pdrte iufferut. Quid ergo 
ceffdtis dtdribm er htc cUrc, rcbuscfc his omnibus cuni 
Um fuperfacrgerebubuldmyZrdcrimoniM intcrmifcerc 
ccpdrum. Eccc fi uos cdne$(neccffc cfl cnim qutddm fin* 
giypcrfyici ut liquidius rcs poflint) fi inqui tdncs, cr afi 
niyfi motdc&U cum his fimidyfi hirundincsgdrruldtypdri 
terq; cum his porcifcnfu dliquo hummitdtis dcccpto dc* 
os putdrent dtq } cxiflnmrct uos effcfdcrdq; uobis intctt 
derent&onores crgofdcerent no cx mdterijs dlijsydlijs^ 
dc rcbuiyfcd qmbus dli moris efl iUis,o* ndturdli dppojt* 
tione fukiruAudiredUobis expofcimuSyUtrumne huc ho 
norcydn contumclidm potius cffc iudicdretis dmplifiintd: 
cum hirundincs uobis mufcdtjnotdcilte aedercnt confe* 
(rdrcntq;formiculds:cudltdribusucfbris ddrent dfinifcc 
num>pdedsq; libdrctxum imponerent cdnes offdy&r hum 
ntdnijiercons proluuicm cocremdrentxu dd ultimu por 
culicocnumuobis profunderent exuolutdbris horrentU 
buSylutofis er uordgvnibus fumptufltd ergo no defrui ue 
ftrdt inflmnuremini dignitdtcsyflcrcoribusq; uos dccU 
pi mtcrdtfoccs coputdretis 'miuridsfSedtduroru corpo* 
ribus honordtis uos dcos y er dlioru dnimdntiu ctdibus. 
cr quid hoc db iUo differt,cu cr ipfic fi nondu y mox td* 
tnen futurd fint fiercord, ct exigui tcporis cotrdttd mter 
ietttoe putrcfcdtfDeniq; definite fupponere dris ignem, 
idm profetto cernctis uifcerd iHd taurorum fdcrdy quibufi 
honor d uobis duttificdtur dcortiyfiruefcere uermibus er 4 
fiuftudrcyuitidref&corrup^ codiyW cx odori 

bus morbi<tis rcgioncs confducidrc uicimiqudm fi uobis 
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pr<£eipiatdijcuram,ucftram in ualctudine uertere:pran 
<fw inde y uel canas folcnnicx morecoficere y longc fugia 
tis y execratiq; odorisgcnus ueniam pofcatis i fuperisfi* 
(luroscf; uos cis nunqua talia facra iuretis.ita ijtudno lu 
dcreeft y non cofiteri y non pandere y quid fitdeus nefcire y 
nec cui potentije dcbcat nominis huius uis fubdi, appcUa* 
tioq; fupponifCtT>is nouis audificatis dcos y nidoribus co 
honeflatis,cr fuccis:ar quia uobis iucuda y ctgrata funt> 
eaq y uos alunt y deos etiam creditis in eorum affiucre uolu 
ptatesMtratoru etcanumritu offis feuitias ponere y atq; 
aUudere porrigentibus fepiusfEtquoniam nobis m mani 
hus hoftiarum fcrmo ucrfatur:qu<c caufa 0 qu<cratio cft y ut 
cumdij immortalcs (fint enim er per nos licct quicunq; 
effcaedutur)fintuniusfentcnti£ y uclunius dcbcant cfjc 
natur£,gencris 0 w quahtatis unius y non omnibus omnet 
hofiijsjcd quibufda quidam facroru mulccatur lcgibust 
QU£ eji cnim caufa(requiram ut cadc rurfus) ut ille tau 
ris dcus y h<edis alius honoretur y aut ouibus y hic laitctibm 
porcu\is y alter intonfisagnis y hic uirginibus buadis y ca* 
pris tUe cornutis,hic fterilibus uacculis^at iUe ingentibus 
fcrofisMc albentibus y iUc atri&altcr focm'meigeneris y al 
ter ucro animantibus mafculinisfSi enim honoris re* 
ttcrenti<e caufa maftantur dijs hofli<e:quid rcfcrt y aut in* 
tercfl cuius animalis e capitc luatur hoc dcbitu y cuius ira 
cffcnfioq; ponaturfAn niiquid alterius alteri minus gra 
tior er iucundior fanguis cflfalteri ucro altmus uolupta 
tcm infuudit>&gaudiumfaut(utficrimoris cfl)obferua 
tionis alicuius y <zr rcligiotiis mctu y iUc caprbia abflwet fe 
Cdrne y pordnum adius execraturattaftujnric ouilla foctu 
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compledturf Cofundi htcjnquitfis non efl, ncc pidculi 
pdrui efl officix rituum,procurdtioncq; mifcere. Cdufdnt 
oro ediffere. Quid gcncris certi hofiids certis ius cfl con* 
fecrdre nummibus^certdc^ er fupplicdmentd prap.ru Et 
qu£ itcrum cdufd cfl,ut gcncrvs ccrti hoflids certis ius fit 
confccrdre numinibus,ccrtdq; er fupplicdmentd pr<eftx 
ritQT hoc enim ius ipfum debct hdbere fudm cdufixm, cer 
tisq; db rdtionibus exoriri,duci.dntiquitdte, confuctudU 
nemq; ditturus es.hommu mihifcitd proniicidt, er ctci 
dnimxlis inucntd. Ego dutc cum pofiulo cdufdm mihi de* 
$rom'>dudire dcfidcro y dut codo dliqd Idpfum, dut quod 
mdgis rcs pofcit,quid dpplicitu luppiter dd tduri hdbcdt 
fdnguinem,ut ei dcbcdt immoldri,non debedt Mercurio, 
UberotAut rnturd que cdpri efl, ut his rurfus dccommo 
dd,\ouidltbus conucniens fkcrificijs non fitfAnimaliit fk* 
ttd cfl inter dcos dtuifio,trdnfdttionis dlicuius pdttionet 
conuenit y ut iUe cotincrct db huius fc hoflidfhic ut ufurpd 
redefinerctdlienifdngulnisiurdfdnyUt zelotypi pufio* 
nes,comunicdre gufldtum fudrum pccudti nolunttdut, ut 
gcntibus ficri moris diucrfifiimi fxmx c% qu& hdbentur 
bis efui,dluru cddcm rcijciutur db uittibus t Ergo fl h*c 
cdffd funtjicc rdtionis dlicuius hdbentid firmitdtc,fdcrU 
ficiorum er ipf* tnanis cfirdtio.Etcnhn^uipotccR hd± 
bere idoncm id.quod fcquitur,cdufm,cu ipfum illud pri 
mum,d quo dcflmt fcamduMinijiimu cffe rcpcridtur et 
udcuuy^nuUxfoliditdtcfimjLtufTcUur^ mi 
tri fcrofd ingcs immohtur fcetd,dt Mincru£ uirgini uir* 
go ctdituruitulijmUis unqux (limulis,nndius opcris cx* 
tttdtd condtu.Atquin nos drbitrdmur ncc uirgmyn uirgi 
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kioportuiffe mxttxrunc uirgtnitds uioUrctur in pccu&i 
qux dcd plurimum pottetmec Tctturigrxuidds dtq;foctat 
ob honorcm fcccunditdtis ipfius y quxm cuntti cxpetimiU 
optmut incxtinguibilifemper foccunditdte proccde 
re. Ndm fi y quid uirgo Tritonid cft y iccirco ciconucnit uir 
gines hoftiw immoUri:^ quod Tettus eft mdterconfimi 
liter grduidis dccipiedd efl f wofis : crgo er muficis kpol 
lo>fy muficus : w $ medicus AefcuUpius, medicis : er 
fabcr Vulcdnus eft,fibris:o' cjuod Mcrcurius eloques elo 
quentibus dcbet difertifiimisq; mdttdri. Quod fi diccre 
iftudinfdnume& y dut(ut mediocriter pronunciem)bru* 
tttimulto ittud mxioris dmentti cft y foctdS iuguUre Tettu* 
rt>qu6dfitfoctibusgrduior:Mineru£cdftds cr uirgincs* 
quid fitpurd uirginitdtis intdtt<c. Ntm quod dicik uobis 
accipimuSycffe quofddm ex dijs bonos, dlios dutc mdloSi 
VTddnoccndi libidinem promptiores:ittisq; utprofint> 
his uero ne nocednt fxcroru folennid minijtrdri:qudnam 
iftudrdtionedicdturjntcttigcrecofitemurnopoffc. nxm 
dcos bcnignifiimos diccre y lcncsq; hdbcre ndturdt, etfitn 
ttum>w religiofum,<zr ueru eft : mxlos dutem, er l<tuos 
ncqudq fumcndu eft duribus : ideo quonid diuinx ittduii 
db noccndi procul eft dimotd er difiunttd ndturd. Qitb 
quid dutc potc cft cdufttm cdUmitdtis infirrcquid fit pri 
mum uidendu ejhty db dci nomine longifiimd dcbct dif* 
feritdte feponi.ltdq; ut uobis comodemus dffenfurii,dex* 
trdrum, jini&rdrumq; rcrum deos effefiutorcs : ulk nec 
fxc rdtio eft cur dlios dtticidtis dd profpcrd> dlios uero y ne 
ftoccdnt y fdcrificijscomulcedtis^prmi]s. Primu quoi 
dij boni mxle non qucunt fkcre,cti<mt fi nutb fuerint ho* 

r Here 
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titudo pcccdntium,cu rcdimcndi peccdti frcs ddtur.zr fi 
cile itur ttd culp*s,ubt cfi uctidlis ignofccntium grdtft. Ec 
cefi bos aliquiSydut quodlibet cx his dnimal quod dd pld* 
cdndM cacditur mitigdnddtq; numinumfurm uoccmho* 
mmis fumdtsloqudturty hismbis. Ergonco luppiier. 
dut quis dlius deut esMmdnu cfl ifiud er rcclum, dut <t* 
quitdtis dlicuius in <ejUmdtionc ponendu y ut cu mw pec* 
cdueriUego occiddr, er de meofdnguine fieri t&ipdtid* 
rvsfdtis quod nunqud te kferim.nunqud fcicns dut ncfcU 
tns tuum numcn mdiefidtcmq; uioldrimfAnimdl(utfcis) 
mutumjidtur* mcje ftmplicitdtc fequcns,nec multifdrmi 
um morum udrictdtibus lubricum,nunquiddliqudndo tu* 
cs ludos minusfdnfic diligcterq; pcrjici tnunquid dliquc 
prjcfulcmjuu numcn qm offcnurrcUduttc trddimftmu 
quid iurdui per tefdlfotnunquid fdcnlegis furtis tud rd& 
f>ui$oliduiq; dondridfnunquid eruificrdtifiimos \ucos y 
dut rcligioft quacddm locd fubflruttionibm pollui proft* 
nduiq;priudtist(^£ndmcfle)'gocdufdyUt dlienum cri* 
menmeoludtur efdnguinc,<zr'mnefdsextrdneum mcd 
uitd cr innocentidpcrducdturtdn quod dnimdluilc fum, 
ticc rdtionis ncc confilij pdrticcpstquemddmcdu pronun 
cidntifti,quifehominesnomindnt, vfcroatdtc trdttfi* 
liuntbeluds.Nonneprunordijs ijfdcm cddcni cr me ge* 
ttuit informduitty ndturdfnonneftiritusunus efl, qui cr 
MoSiO-mcrcgitfNonconfimdi rdtione rcjfnro, v uU 
dcoitj c<eteris dffcior fcnfibusthdbct iccordy pulmoncs, 
cordd,mtcj}ind,uctriculos:<zr miht mcmbrorunon idcm 
eflnumerus attributusfAmdnt fuosfoctus, (ygignendis 
tonueniuntUberisinonvrmilnprolis, & fubrogdde efl 

cuu 
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curd,zr dulcedo cum fuerit procredtdfSed rdtiondles ttU 
funt,zr drticuldtds exprimunt uoces. & unde tUis notutn 
eft>M er ego quodfdcio meis rdtionibitt facim,w uox 
iftd^qul promojncigcncris ucrbd fint,ct folis inteUigdn 
tur i nobisflntcrrogd pietdtc,utrumncfit <equiusmc occi 
dhme cofici, dn homine ucnid, er comifforu impunitdtc 
don.tr ifQuis inglddiuformduitferrufno bomofqs cld* 
dcmgcntibus,quis tidtionibusimpofuitferaitutcfnon ho 
tnofquis pdrentibus,frdtribus,quis uxoribus,quis dtnicis 
mortifew fubdidit,comifcuitq; potionesfnobomof quis 
mdcficid repcrit,dut comentdtus e& tdntd,qudtd uix ex 
plkdri declmiUibus nequednt uel dnndliuM dierufnon 
bomofitd iflud nonfcru>non immdne,no fxuum eflf non 
tibio luppiter iniukum uidctur,o- bdrbdrum mc occidi, 
me c£di,utfidt tu pldcidus,w ut fcclcrofis contmgdt im* 
punitdsfErgo ob hdnccdufdm(idcfinumindut pldcen* 
tur irdtd)indnitcrficrifdcrificid cofiitit,cu docuerit nos 
Ydtio ncq; deos irdfci dliqudndo,ncq; dlteru ueUc pro dU 
tero confici,c<edi,nec innoxij fdnguine dbolitionem defi* 
gndtionibm compdrdrL Sedfortdffc dliquis dicetiiccirco 
dijs hoflidtyO- c£tcrd impendimws munerdM familidres 
quoddmmodo noflmfupplicdtiotiibM fk£ii,res tribudnt 
proft>crds,duertdtq; k nobis mdld,cum gdudijs fkcidt dge 
re nos fcmpcr 0 triftitid$ ucro propcUdt,o* cx cdfibus im 
tnincntidfortuitis. No cxigudm curcpn locus ifle defide* 
Tdt>ncc quod dicitur jkilcjdm cofuetu efl uel dudiri, uel 
credi.Aduoldbit enim continuo uniuerfus iUe doftifiimo* 
rum chorus,qui dffeucrdns,<yr co.prcbdnsfitoficri qus* 
tmcf,fimt>cripidt nobis e mdnibus opinionem iftdm:v 
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in.tnilnisnosdrgudtpcrfudfiombut fidcre. Quicquidm 
mwido>inquiet>gcfium cfl>geritur, crgerctur> oltmdcji 
mtum>et fixii cft:hdbctq ; immobiles cdufds, per quM fibi 
rcs nex£ inexpugndbtlem cdfcrdnt pr£teritoru cum im* 
mincnttbtu necejittdtc. Si dcfinitu>wfixum eft>quid ob* 
ttngerefingulis m.di dcbcdt>boniue>idm ctrtueft.Qupi 
ficertumeft>zr fixtt>udcdntomniddcorum duxtlid>ud** 
cdtttodid>udCdntbenignitdtes. Tdm cnimprt&drenon 
poffunt id>quod non poteft fieri, qum prohibcre nefidt 
id>quod neccffe efl euenire:nifi quod udlidw prcmere o« 
pjmonemtfldmfiuolucrint>quibunt:ut etidmipfos dcos 
fiufird dicdntduobis coli>er fupa-Udcdneps fupplicdtio* 
nibus ddordri.Cum cmm ordtnemuertcre>vr fktdlid nc* 
qucdnt conftitutd mutdrc^ quid rci>quidcduf<£ cfi fktigd* 
rc>cr obtudcre eorum durcsueUciqv.oru duxilijs ncque* 
d* fupranii in ncccfitUtib.fidcrcfPojlrcmo fi triflid>dt<^ 
importund dij pcUuntifx ed qu<e funt httd,dtq; dmicd Idr* 
giuntur>unde funt mundo tdnti>tdmcj; innumerdbtles Pfffa 
ferifundc tot infeltccs Uchrymdbilc uitl in extrcnufor 
tc ducentesfcur immunes d cdldmitdtib.non funt>qui m* 
tnentd perfinguld>qui per punttd fdcrificijs onerdt dtq; 
dccumuknt dmfNonnc dltos(inquhwt)utdemM ex illis 
domtaltd effc morborum:cxtin£tis luminibt^>dto^ durU 
bus 6bferdtM>pcdum cdrcrc proccffu>truncos finc mxni* 
btu dcgcrc>mccndijs)ndufrdgijs>0' ruinis>mergi>obrui> 
conficr.pdh imonijs db ingenttbut euolutosmerccnndrio 
fcfe Ltborefulcire:fttpes emendicdrc fupremM>extcrmi* 
mri,profcrtbi>fcmpereffein luiltbusliberoru orbttdti* 
bmfrdttosmxdriper infirtunu c*Urd> quorum faeck 
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CT form^ nuUa potefl cnumeratio definircf Qupd u* 
tiq; non fieret,fi propidfarcfi fivttere mala ifld dij pof* 
fentfacrorti meritU obligati.Nunc uero quia cafibus nul 
luseflinhis locus,fed mcluttabili omnia ncccfiitate confi 
ciunt,agit fefe ordo pr<efcriptus,<zr quod fcmcl dccrctum 
cfl,pcrfictt.Aut ingrati.cffe dicedifunt cceliles, fi cum hd 
beant iura prohibendi,patiuntur infilix gcnus tot pcenis 
Cr calamitatibus implicari.Et fortaffc aliquid dicant ma 
%num,nec quod auribut debeatfru&atorijs, leuibus, cr 
cotemnentibus fumi. quos tamen nos partcs, quia rcs ni 
tnmm longi efl muluq; fermonis,inexplicatas tranfcwri 
mutatq; intattdAifolum lUud pofuiffe contcnti, inhonc* 
flMUosfamasadiungeredijs ueftris,fieosaliter ncgatti 
prtjlare qux bona funt,atq; vnxmicd trafuertcrc: niji pri 
m empti capeUarum fuerint atq; ouium fanguine,z?c<t* 
teris qu£ admouentur altaribut. Indignu cnim primu cfl, 
ttt iUd uis numinum fubUmiwq; ccelcjlium bcncfiaa crc* 
datur fux habere ucnalia, prius fumere, atq; ita prt&a* 
re. Tum quod foedw multo cfi, nifi accepcrint, prodeffc 
mUiyperpctiq; miferrimos difcriminum fubirc fortunas, 
cum prohibere pofiint ac fubuenire. Si ex duobusfacien* 
tibut res facrds honeflus unus, er locuplcs, alter anguflo 
lare,fed innoccntiafueritvrprobitate laudabilisxen* 
tum lUe c£dat boues, totidcmq; cu agniculis fuis matrcs, 
thuspaupcr exiguum,crodorisalicuiusunam concre* 
T *nct glebulammonne erit confcquens,ut dcbcatcrcdi(fi 
tnodo nihil numind>nifipr<tmijs antccedcntibus prs- 
flant)ut fiuorcm fuum cr duxilium comodcnt lucupleti, 
ducrtant k paupcrculo lummd,qucm refinttum non ani* 
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tnM,fedfdmilidrif rei necefiitds ficitf vbi enim uenali^ 
CT merccnnurius dator eftjbi necejfe e&grdtid promi 
gnitudine muneris tribui^ eo indmare jujfrdgiu,undc 
<tdeum>quipr<tfht,mercedis plusmulto,etmdccor<e cor 
ruptionis ajjluxcrit. Quid fipopuli rurfwduo hofiilibus 
dtfiidentes drmis y fdcrificijs pdribm fuperoru locupletdm 
uerint dm^dlterq; bi dlterum pcftulent uires fibi dtcfc <M 
xilium comoddri,nonne iterum ncceffe efl crediyfi pr<e* 
tnijs folicitdntur,ut profintjos pdrtcs inter utrdfq; debc 
re ktfitdrcydefigi, nec reperire quidfacidnt y cum futf ini 
tcttigdntgrdtidt fitcroru dcceptionibus obligdtM* Aute* 
nim duxilid hinc er inde prtfidbunt> id quod fieri no po 
tcfi:pugndbuntenimcontrd ipfosfeipfi,contra fudtgjrd 
tids,uoluntdtcsq ; nitentur:dut dtnbobut populi* opefub* 
Viiniflrdre ccjjdbuntjd quod fceleris mdgni e& poft im* 
pcnfdm,dcceptdq$ mercedem. Itdq; ergo db dijs longe in+ 
fdmid eft ijh totd peUenddmeq; efl omnino dicendu y pr& 
mijs eos dc merccdibus dUici>bon<tt ut res conftrZtjiimo* 
ucdntq; contrdrUsyfi mcdo dij uerifunt, dtq; i/n nommifi 
huius exceptionc ponendi. Autenim fi,tofiuntqu£cunq; 
fiunt,zr dmbitionis grdti<e nuUus locus m dijs e&dut 
fi excluditur cr eijcitur fitu.no eft fuper<e dignitdtis bo« 
Wopcmfuuorem,&coUdtdsmunificetidAuenditdre. Sct 
tis(utopinor) oftendimusfiufirddijsimmortdUbus ho* 1 
flids rebus cum confequentibus ddmoueri:q, neq; dUntur 
bi*,neq; uUdm percipidnt uoluptdtem,ncq; im,dut dni* 
\nospondnt,neq;Utres tribudntfiuiji<ts,neq; utdbigdnt 
tberuncentq; cotrdrids. Sequitur ut iUdm quoq; injfricid* 
mus pdrtem,qux do nonnuUis cofueU eji djferh V* c*u* 
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fis CdtrimonUlibus dpplicdri. Aiunt cnim fitcrd h<ec hono 
Tdndis vfife mftitutd cceleftibus>0' cd quod fkUnt hono* 
ris crgo fkere^et his nummum potctids du&itdre. qhuJ 
fi fimilitcr dicdnt euigiUre fcfc^dtq; dormire,dedmbuL* 
re,fubfiflcre,confcriberedliquid>w lcftitdre, ut honorc 
dijs hdbedntiW dignitdtibus eos fkcidt dmpUoresfQuid 
tnim cruorc dc pecorufquid ficrorum coftttione de c&tc 
rd fupcrddditur his rcifquid dpponitur>dtq; ddijcitur po 
tcjtdtisfEtenim honos omnis,q hdberi db aliquo dicitur, 
Cr rcucrcnti<£ potioris dttribuijreUtiui efl dd dlteru ge* 
neri$,<cr confldns pdrtibusdudbus,cx coccfiione tribuen 
tis,<&* dmplificdtionc fumcntis. Vt fi quifcti uifo potene 
tifiimi nommis atq^ duftoritdtis uiro 7 uid deceddt, dffur* 
%dt,cdput reuclet,uehiculoq; dcfiUdttum demdefdlutct 
dcclmis dncitle aut feruuli pduibudds trepiddtioncsimiU 
tusiuidco quid dgdtur m huiufmodi hcnordtionis officio: 
fummifiionc dltcrius ddtur dlteri plurimum:cfficiturq;,ut 
itidedtur mdgnu*,que fufceptio mmoris cxtukrit^ fuii 
nntc pofuerit rcbus. Scd conccfiio h<ec omnis,et honoris, 
ie qud loquimur,dttributio folis hdbet m hommibus fe* 
dcmiquos ndturdlis mfirmitds^ dmor tn altiorib.ftdn* 
di docctgdudere de fifttbus^O' alioru copardtionib. dn* 
teponi. At quero m fuperis ubi eft honoris locusfuel qudi 
eis cmmctids dddere fdcroru ex coUdtionibus mueniturf 
Augu8iores,potentiores mdftdtis pecudibus fiunt, dddi* 
turiUisexhocquicqud,dUteffedij mdgis diuinitdtc md 
I piunt dmplUtdfAtqui ego cotumcli<e proximu* qumim* 
I mo effe plendm cotumHUm iudico>cu honordri db homi 
ttc dcus dicitur^muncris dlicuiusobUtione mdftdru 
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Etenim fi honos duget,eiusq; dccumuUt dignitdte cuifut 
htdttributus,fequitur ut duftior deus fidt db homine,4 
quofuerit munere et honoris cofktionc dondtus. Atq; it4 
perduciturrese6,ut'mfertordcusfit,qui honoribus md* 
tfdtur humdnis. Quid ergo (inquict dliquis ) honore dijt 
ddndum nuUum effc omnino cefetisfSi dcos nobis propo* 
nitti tdlcs 9 qudlcs (fifunt) dcbentcffe, quosq; dicere noi 
cmnes m iflius nommis prtdicdtionc fcntimus,qucmd<k 
modum poffumus honore hisnon hdbcrc uel mdximufcZ 
etit colcrchommcs potentioribus dcccpcrimus imperijs, 
cuiufcunqi ordms fucrmt,cuiufcunq; fortuns. Quifndm 
ijleeR mdximusfofficicfiormultoqudm hdbctur kuoa 
btiiO- potcntiore in gcncrc conftitutus. Dicitc,in quitis. 
We jit opinio dc his dcformitdtc culpdbtlis,ut ncquc illos 
credds quicqum hominis hdbere confimile,ncc quicqui 
expcftdrc quod fit db feforis, dtq ; cxtrinfecus ueniens: 
hm quod fepius diftum cfi,non drdcfcae irdrum fidm* 
mis,non gc&ire corpored uoluptdtcno cxdmbiri ut pro 
fint,non pr<emi]s utnoccdnt proritdri, benignitdtem er 
grdtidm non hdberc ucndlcm, non gdudcre honore cotk 
to, non indigndri O' tffid n<m to : fcd quod rei diuin* 
tft proprium,fudfeuinoffe,necfcdlicnis dduktionibus 
efiimdre. Et tdmen, ut uidcdmus iStud quod dicitur qud= 
U fit, quod eft iftudhonorisgenus, ucruccem,drictc, tdu 
rum, dcifub ore conncftere, confycftuq; in eius occide* 
rcfQuod cft honoris gcnus dcum inuitdre dd fdnguini, » 
qucm cum cdmbus uidcds cum fumerc,dtq; hdbere com* 
muncm f Qupdcft honorisgcnus lignorum flruibus in* 
tenfxs, coclumfumo fubtexcre, er cffigies mminum w- 
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grorr offufcdre ferdlif Qupd fi ea qutfiunt, proprid ui 
pcndere,non dnte fumpUs pldcet opinionibus tjhmdre, 
tr<e ijU, quds dicitis, dltdridq; h<tc pulchrd, mftliafiimi 
dnimaliumgencris uflrin£,rogifunt,et bufiicetd in opus 
f:ruftd fadifiimu, dtcfc in fedc fabricdtd foctoru. Qaid di 
citis 6 ijii,crgon c iUe putor, qui ex corijs toUitur,dtq; ex 
yirdt drdentibws^ui cx ofiibus,qui ex fetis 9 ex dgnoru U 
ftitijSygdUindruq; de plumi$,dci munu*,w honor ejifma 
ft*turq;hociUis,quoru tcmplxcum ddire dij]?onitis,db 
omn i uos ixbc puros,Uutos cdjiifiimosq; pr&ftdti/sf Et qd 
effc his potefl coinquindtiM,infilicius$^ fi itdji 
(\ifunt fenfus fui ndturd,ut in dmoribus hdbcdnt tdm fie 
Ud,fintq; illisinuoluptdteputores:quosneq; ipfi fda-ifi* 
cdntes ftrre,ncc ingenut fufiinere trdftos udicdnt per ff>i 
ritu v.dresfQuod fi dnirmntiu cruore honordri,^ tffi- 
cifuperoru dnimos exifiimdtis, cur no eis er mulos, 
clephdntos mdftdtis,w dfinosfcur non er cdnes, urfos, 
Cr uulpes,w cdmeloSyW beluds er leonesfzfr quonidm 
uolucres hofiidru quoq; in numeris ponitis, cur no uultu 
rios,dquilds,ciconids,immuffulos,butcones,coruos,dccU 
pitres,noftuMfcuq; lUis fdldmddrdS,ndtrices,uiperds,fo 
VfugdsfNepe fubcjt er his fdnguit,%r cofimili rdtioe ui 
tdi dgitdtur ftiritu. Quid m illis mdioris e\i operis, dut 
folcrtijc in his mims,ut ifld no du?eit,fuperoru iUd dm* 
plificentdignitdtcf Quid rcbus ex his(mquit) dcospdr 
cjl honordre c£lcjles,quibus ipfi dlimur,fujictdmur:et ui 
uimus,w qudt nobis dd uiftu fui numinis trtbuere beni* 
gnitdtcdignatifunt. Sed ct cuminu,ndjlurtiu, rdpd, buU 
boSidpiu^cdrduoStrddiccSyCUcurbitdA^ 
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pulcium,porru q; fettiuujjdctn tribuerc dij uobis, cffccfc 
\n ufibus ucjiris dlimonidru in pdrte iujferut. Quid ergo 
ceffittis dltaribus er h£cddrc>rebusq;his ommbuscuni 
Um fuperff>crgerebubuldm,cr dcrimonids intcrmifccrc 
tcpdrum. Ecce fi uos cdncs(neccffc cfl cnim qu£ddin fin* 
%i>pcrftici ut liquidius res pofiint) fi inqui tdncs, &-dfi 
nifi motdcill£ cum his fimulfi hirundincsgdrrulxypdri 
terq; cum his porcifcnfu dliquo humanitdtis dccepto dc* 
os putdrent dtq; exijlitmrct uos effe.fdcrdq; uobis intctt 
derent:honores ergofdccrcnt no ex mdterijs dlijs,dliisck 
de rebuSyfcd quibus ali moris efl ilUs,w mturdli dppofi* 
tione fulciri.Audire d uobis expofamus,utrumne huc ho 
noreydn contumclidm potius cffc iudicdretis dmplifiima: 
cwn hirundincs uobis mufcdsjnotdcitU ctdercnt confe* 
crdrcntq; formiculdsxu dltaribus ucfiris ddrent dfini foc 
num>pdlcdsq; libdrcticum imponercnt cdnes offd,zr hum 
nidni ftercoris proluuicm cocremdrcntxu dd ultimu por 
culicocnumuobis profundercnt exuolutdbris horrentU 
buSylutofls er uordgvnibus fumptufltd ergo no dejf>ui ue 
Brds infidmmdremini dignitdtcs,ftercoribusq; uos dccU 
pi intcrdtfoccs coputaretis iniuridsfSedtduroru corpo* 
ribus honordtis uos dcos y er dliorii dtiimdntiu c£d\bus. 
Cr quid hocdb illo diffcrt^cu er ipfd fi nondu, mox td* 
men futurd fint ftercord, ct exigui tcporis cotrdttd mter 
ietttoe putrefcdtfDeniq; definitc fupponcre dris ignan, 
idtn profitto cernctis uifcerd iUd tdurorum fitcrd, quibus 
honor d uobis duttificdturdeorufiruefcere ucrmibus er 
fluttudrc,uitidrc ^jrcorrupcrcjldtum cocli,CT ?x odori 
bus morbidis rcgioncs confducidrc uicinds:qudm fi uobis 
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prtcipidt dij curdm,ueftrdm inudlctudinc uertere:prdn 
dix indeyUel cands folcnnicx morccoficere, longefugia 
tis,execrdtiq; odorisgcnus uenum pofcdtis d fupcris,fi* 
durosih uoseis nunqud tdlia fdcrd iuretis.itd tjiudno lu 
dere e&jton cofiterUnon pdndcrc,quid fit deus ncfcirc, 
ttec cui potenti* debedt nominis huius uis fubdi, dppcUd* 
tioch fupponifdbis nouis duttificdtis dcos, nidoribus co 
honcjldtis,&- fuccis:w quid uobis iucitdd,ctgrdtd funt> 
edfyuosdluntydeosetidmcrcditis in corumdfjiucre uolu 
ptdtes,Ltrdtoru et cdnum ritu offis fieuitids poncre, dtc^ 
aUudere porrigentibus fiepiusfEtquonidm nobis m mani 
hus hoflidrum fcrmo uerfdtur.qut cdufd,qu<erdtio cft,ut 
cumdij immortdlcs (fint enim cr per nos licct quicunq; 
ejfeaedutur)fintuniusfentcnti(e,uclunius dcbednt cffc 
ndtur<e,gcncris 0 zr qudlttdtis unius>non ommbus omnet 
hoftijsjcd quibufdd quiddm fdcroru mulccdtur legibmt 
QU£ efi cmm cdufd(requirdm ut cddc rurfus) ut iUe tdu 
ns dcusjjcedis dlius honorctur,dut ouibuiy hic Idttctibiti 
porculiSydlter intonfisdgnisjjic uirginibus buctdis>cd* 
pris lUe cornutis,hic flerilibus udcculis^dt iTle ingentibus, 
fcrofisMc dlbentibusMc dtriiydltcr focmineigeneris, dl 
ter ucro dnimdntibus mdfculinisfSi cnim honoris er re* 
ucrenti£ caufd maddntur dijs hofli<e:quid rcfirt, dut in* 
tercfl cuius dnimdlis e cdpitc ludtur hoc dcbitu , cuius ird 
cffcnfioq*pondturfAnnuquiddlteriusdltcri minus grd 
tior er iucundior fanguis cfifdltcri ucro dltcriw uoluptx 
tem infuudit,&gdudiumfdut(utficrimoris cfi)obferua 
tionis dltcuius,w rcligionis mctu,iUc cdprim dbfiinet fe 
€drne 7 porc\mm dUus execrdturdttdttuJndcouiUdfcctu 
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lenta funt utfccr<t:dc,ne Homdchum fktiget inudlidu; hii 
bubuUm duriticm uitdt,o- Uttcnttu lenttdtem y quo dige 
rdt cxpcdittus>fumitfSedcrrds, inqUw Ubcrvs : na dijs 
famintsfamindt,mdres mdrib. hofhds immoUredbftr* 
fd cr intcrior rdtio cfi> uulgiq; k cognitionc dtmotd. N5 
inquiro y no exigo^quid fdcroru prcccipidnt, ucl quid cott 
tincantlcgesifedfituffcritrdtioydtq; obtinuerit ueritds* 
dtffcrcntidmgenerunuUdmin dijs effejwq; ullis fcxtbm 
eos cffc dtfcretosmonnc folui neccffe cjlfnonne rationn 
bdsomnes eftulttfiimpscreditdsoptndtionib. coprobdri, 
tnuenirifSdptcntium uirorum no dduocdbo fcntctixs^qui 
rifumncqucimtcotmcrcycumdifcrimind fcxuvious aM 
diunt immortdltbus dttributduncquoq; db hominu qud* 
roidn ipfe dpud fc creddt,fibicj; ipfc pfuxdcdt, diftinclH 
cffc dcoru gcmtt,mdres>dc faminds hcs cffc 0 cr ddgetle 
rdndosfoctusconucnicnttumembroru dijf>ofitioc fbrnut 
tos f $ed fi fcxibm fcxm pdrcs> id cflfamindsfamMis* 
mdres dutem hojliM dijs mdribm immoldri fdcrtficiom 
iurd pr*fcribunt,qu<e in coloribus rdtio cfi,ut merito his 
dlbdSydlis dtrdsconucnidt,nigerrimdsq; mdtt.irif Quti 
fuperis dijsjnquitydtq; hominu dcxterttdtepcUcnttbuSi 
color Utus dcccptut e)},dc filix hiUritdte cdndoris. At tte 
ro dijs IxuiSyfcdcsq; habitdntibus infirdSyColorfuruuscfi 
grdttor,ct triftibus fuffcttus e fiicis. Scd fi rurfus obtinue 
rtt rdtio,'mferoru penttus cdffum cffc nomcn ct udctwnti 
ncq; uUd fub terris rcgnd effc domtcduq; Vlutonidy opi* 
nioncm ncccffe cjl id quoq;fruftntri,qudm fupcr dtrts pe 
tudibm hdbctis,diuisq; fubtcrrcis. QuodfiinfcrinuUi 
funtydeosctidm mdnium ncceffc cfi effe nuUos.YiericniiH 
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qui potefi,ut cum locd fint nuUd y eorum, qut no funt, uUi 
perhibeitur effe cultoresfSeddffcntidmur(ut uultos ) cr 
effe vnfcros,cr effe maneSyO' hdbitdre nefcio quos in his 
deos hommibus minus fdufios,o- trijiioribus prtpofitos 
rcbtis,et qu£Cdufd>qu£rdtio efijitdtr* his hofike, niger 
rimicfc ddmoueantur coloresfquid nigrd nigris conucm* 
unUw tri&id confimilibus grdtd funt. Quid ergof noui 
detis(ut uobifcum w nos fiolide,fimiliterq; luddmus)dU 
bds effe hofitdrum cdrnes y offd,dentes,pmguitids, omcn* 
td cum cerebrisjnoUesqi in ofiibus meduUds f Scd uelkrd 
nigrd funt,nig?<eq; dnimdntium feU. Solds ergo immoU 
te dijs ldnM,uulfaq; ex hofiijs fetuks, rclmquitc infvlU 
cifiimds pecudes fyolidtds licct y dc tonfds cccli dnimam dtt 
cere,%r pdfiibus innoccntifiimds incubdre. Qupd figrd* 
td nummibus mferis ed y qux funt nigrd y fumqy exiflinu 
tis colorisxur non omnid crterdiqu* iUorii mftrre fdcri* 
ficijs moris efi y fintnigrd,w fumigdtdjetrdfy er colo* 
Tdtd curdtisfinficitc thurd y fi ddtiturftlfds fruges y dtq^ u* 
niuerfd \ibdmmd y ld(ii y oleo y fdngumi y hic pondt ut purpt* 
reu colorejTk ut fint luriddfiligine mfimdite cu fauiUis. 
Quodfiuobis religio nuUd efl dlbd cpuedd fcrreiz? fuos 
retmctid cddores.ipfi uefbrds religioes rdtioesc^ diffolui 
tis y cu fxcroru m ope nihil unthppetuuq^ frrudtis. Sed et 
iUud hoc loco cofentdncu cft ex uobis dddifcere. Si cdper 
ctddtur loui y que pdtrifolcne efi LiberoMcrcurioq; m& 
Hdrtdutbosfiflerilis Vnxi<e,qui?roferpin£ tribuitis 9 
quo ritu y dtcfc obferudtioe pr&cipitur.qd f&cmoris m hoc 
erit y quidmdloru,fcclcrisuecontrdftu:cum nihil interfit 
ebfcquij>cuius dnimdlis e cdpite honordriu ifiud debitum 
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comple dturf Cofundi h<ec,mquitfis tton eft, ncc pUculi 
pdruieftofj&Urituum,procurdtioneq; mifcere. Cdufdttt 
oro edijfere. quU gencris certi hojtids certis ius efh con* 
fecrdre nummibus,certdq; er fupplicdmentd pr<ejhri. Et 
qu£ itcrum cdiifd cft,ut gcneris ccrti hoftids certis ius fit 
confecrdre nummibus,ccrtdq; cr fupplicdmentd pr<eftd 
rif&* hoc enim ius ipfum debet hdbere fudm cdufitm, cer 
tisq;dbrdtionibusexoriri,duci.<mtiquitdte, confuetudU 
nemq; ditturus es.hommu mihifcitd pronueidt, & c<eci 
dnimilis inuentd. Ego dute cum poftulo cdufxm tnihi de* 
prom',dudircdefidero,dutccelo dliqd Idpfum, dut quod 
mdgisrcspofcit,quiddpplicituluppiter ddtduri hdbedt 
fdngumem,ut ei debcdt immoldri,non debedt Mercurio, 
LiberofAut ndturd qwe cdpri eft, ut his rurfus dccommo 
dd,\ouialibus conucnicns fkcrificijs non fitfAnimdliu fii* 
ttd cft inter deos diuifio,trdnfdttionis cdicuius pdttionef 
conuenit,ut itlc cotincrct db huius fc hojlidfhicut ufurpd 
redefineretdlienifdnguinisiurdfdn,ut zelotypi pufio* 
nes,comunicdre guftdtum fudrumpccudu noluntfdut, ut 
gentibus fieri moris diucrfifiimi fimdcfl,qu<e hdbcntut 
his efui,dlUru eddcm rcijciutur db uittibus f Ergo fi h<ec 
cdjfit funt,ncc rdtionis dlicuius hdbentU firtnitdtc,fdcrU 
ficiorum ipfu indnis cft rdtto.Etcnim cjui potc eft hd* 
bere idoncm id,quod fcquitur,cdufian,cu ipfum iUud pri 
mum,d quo dcfluit fiwndujndnifiimu cffc rcperUtur et 
Udcuu,o~ nulld folidiUtcfimdtufTclluri(inquiunt) mx 
trifcrofin ingcs immoUtur fcctd,dt M'mcru£ uirginiuir* 
go c£dituruituU,nuUis unqul fltmulis,nudius opcris cx^ 
citdtd condtu.Atquin nos drbitrdmur ncc uirgmcm uirgi 
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Hi oportuiffe mdttdri,ne uirgmitds uiolaretur in pecud^ 
qud dcd plurimnm poUetinec Tctturigrduidds dtq^foctdi 
ob honorcm foccunditdtis ip(ius,qudm cuntti cxpetimu* 
Woptdmus incxtinguibilifempcr foccunditate proccde 
rc. Ndm fihquk uirgo Tritonid cftjccirco eiconucnit uir 
gincs hoftm immoUri:^r quod Tettus eft mdterconjimi 
liter grduidis dccipicdd efl fcrofis : crgo cj- muficis Apol 
loty mufiicus : o* g, medicus Acficuldpius, mcdicis : er 
fibcr Vulcdnus eftfibris:?? quod Mcrcurius eloqucs elo 
quentibus dcbet difertifiimisq; mdttdri. Quod fidiccre 
iftud infdnumeft,dut(ut mcdiocriter pronunciem)bruz 
tumulto iUud mdioris dmentit cft,fcetds iuguldre Tettu* 
ri,quodjitfoctibusgrduior:Mineru£cdftds cr uirgincs, 
quid fitpurd uirginiutis intdttt. Ndm quod dicik uobis 
dccipimuSycffc quofddm ex dijs bonos, dlios aute mdlos* 
ZTddnoccndi libidmcm promptiores:ittisq; utpfojint, 
his ucro nc noccant fdcroru folcnnid miniftrdri:qudnani 
iftudrdtionedicdturjntcttigerecofitemurnopoffe. nam 
dcosbcnignifiimosdiccrcjcnesq; hdbcre ndturdt, ctfitti 
£tum,zr religiofum,cr ucru eft : mdlos dutem, er l<zuoi 
ncquaq fiimcnducftduribus:idcoquoniddiuind illtuis 
ab noccndi procul eft dimotd er dtfiunttd ndturd. Quic± 
quiddutcpoteeftcdufdm cdldmitatis infirrc:quid fit pri 
mum uidcndu eftiO* db dei nomine longifiimd dcbet dif* 
feritdte feponultdq; ut uobis comodcmus dffienfum>dex* 
trdrum, finiftrdrumq; rerum deos effe fiutores : uttd nec 
fic rdtio eft cur alios dtticidtis dd pfojfecrdy dlios uero y ne 
ftoccdnt,fitcrificijscomulcedtis&pr<£mi]s. Primu quoi 
dij boni ntdle non queunt fkere^etidm Ji nutb fuermt ho* 
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tiore mdddtiTquicquid cnim mite cft 7 pla:idumq; ndtura* 
hocendi procul cji ufu cr cogitatione dtfcrctum.malus ue 
ro. comprimcrc fuamferociam nefcit, quamuis grcgibu* 
miUe,w miUeaUiciaturdltarAui:neq; emm in dulcedine 
ucrtere amaritudc fcpoicftiaut aridttastn bumorem,cd* s 
• hr tgnis infrigora:aut quod rei cuicunq; contranu eftM 
cy.iod fibiconhdriu eft,tn fuam fumcre atq^ immutarc na 
turam.ut (imanuuiperdmmulccM, ucncnato blandiaris 
aut fcorpio.petat iUdte morfu bic contattut dcidcum fi* 
gat.nthtlqj tUa profit aUufio,cum ad noccndum res amb<t 
non fttmulis exagitcntur imuyfedquadam proprictate 
naturoe. \td nihil prodeft.pmereri ueUe per koftidt deos U . 
uos,cum fiuc iUud ficcrtsfiue cotrd non fcceris, dgant fu. 
am naturdm,cr dd ea qu<e faftifuntjngcnitis lcgibus 
cuadam ncccfiitdte ditcatur. Quid quod tfto modo utriq^ 
dij dcfinunt cffe fms in uiribus,& fui/s m qualttatib.pcr* 
indnerc.Ndm fi bonisut profint y res dtuind coficttur 9 alijs 
dutcm ne noccdntyiifdcm rdtionibus fuppltcdtur.fequitut 
ut intcUigi dcbedUmhtl dcxtcros profuturosjiulld fi dcce 
pervnt munerdyfiertq; cx hoc malosimalos autem fi acce* 
pcrint,noccndi pojituros mentcm, fin'% cx hcc bonos: 
dtq; ita pcrducitur rcs cd,ut ncq; bi dcxteriyncq^ tlli fint 
Uuiiaut ( quod fieri non poteft)utriq; ipft fint dexteriy et 
t{triq; iterum Uui. Ejtoconccdatur infclicifiimds pecu* 
♦ dcs non fine dliquo religionis ofjicio dtuorum apud tcm* 
pld mattart) er quod cx ufu confuetudinis fattum cft,ra 
tionis altcuius caufam aliquam cotinercfcdfi m.igr.ificH 
uidctur^xtq^ amplu* iugularc dijs tauros,ft ilhbata fi foli 
dd cocmmri ammattu utfcerd^d fibi rcliqua bsc uolut 
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totgoru coh<erctid difciplinis,qu£ in fxcrorum rctoditit 
legibws potiftcdlid refhtuere myAeru,et rebus mfcrucrt 
diuinisfQuidinqfibihjecuolut, dpexdbo,'ificid,filicer* 
tiidjogduofqu* funt nomind,c? farciminumgenerdMt 
quino dlid fitnguinc, cominutis did mcukdtd pulmomh 
Quid tucetdfquidnenijcfquid offiefnon uulgi y fed quibu4 
eft nomc dppcUdtioq; penit<e:ex quibu* qd* primu cA, in 
exiguM druind cfl mtculds>ct ilid minutim irtfcttd de mo 
teiquod in fecundo fitu eft intcjlinicjtporrcfticpcr qul 
proluuies editur,fuccis perexiccdtd uitdlibus.offd dik pe 
ttitd eflycu pdrticuld uifceris caudd pecoris dmputdtd : ai 
poliminafquid omctdfquid pdldfedffiue(ut quidd cogno 
mindnt)pldfedfcx quibus cft nomc omenti pdrs quctdant 
quo reccpticuld ucntrium circumrctitdfimuntur. Bouis 
caudd eft pUfed>fdiginc,w fdngulne delibutd. Polimm 
pbrro funt cd,qu<e nos prolcs ucrecundiw dicitMM:* uuU 
gdribus dutem itffolcnt cognominc tcftmm nuncupdn. 
<^idfitilld,quidfrmcn>qi(iddfricid>qHidgrdt^ 
mcum , confrolium, cubuU fex quibus duo > qu£ primd 
fnnt,pultium nomind>fed gcncre quditdte diuerfit. 
Series uero, qu<t fequitur, liborumfignificdntids contU 
nct : cr ipfis enim non cft und cddcmq; fvrmdtio . non e= 
tiim pUcet cdrnem ftrcbuUm nomindre,qu& tdurorum i 
coxendicibus demitur, pulpdmmUnon dffiu qu.e in uc* 
ribusextd funt,dnimdtd prius er torrcfkttd carbotnbus: 
non fxlfdmind dcniq;, qu* funt und commixtio quddru 
nvs copuUtddefrugibus. Non fimiliter fcndicds,qu<e 
ipfe funt dir£ , qudt plcbis ordtio illd folet, cum elcquu 
tur,nuncupdre:non rdtione eddemcrumnds,que funt 
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frimd\ngurguUonibmcdpitd,quxdeijcere cibos&rc* 
fvrrc tutturjL cjt rumimtonbus uitulis. Non magmctd,no 
<tugmind,non wttc ff>ecies,uel dmcnfinguinu,ucl jitittdm 
rum,quibusnomindindtdiflis obfcurx,uv\goq y ut cffcht 
duguhiora ficiflts. Si cnim qutcunq; <xb bomnubus fuit 3 
maximcck ffl rc ftcrd,dcbcnt hdbac fuds cdufit,nec ftnc 
tdtionc c\\ quicqud in ncgocijs omnibu4,dtq y > in omni dd* 
pimi(lrdtioncfaicndum,cdiffcrtdtc nobis,&- dicitc,qu<e 
fit cdufi,qu£ rdtio,ut h*c etium dijs dcntur,fdcrisqy ddo* 
lcdntur dltdribusfln hoccnimdiutiusloco hutc cdufeucl 
mdximcncccffdrio immordmur,infiftimus, inh<ercmM, 
cvpicntcs dddifccrc quidcupultibusdeo fit,qutdcumli* 
bis,qu\ddiucrfis cumfrdtibm,confcdionis iuremultiplU 
cidtq, imbenfmm udrictdtccondttisf Opipdris numirid 
cocnis df}tciuntur,dut prdndijs y ut innumcrds couenidt cx 
cogitdrc his ddpcsfducrfiontbus flomdchoru hbordtfcr 
<td cxpcttcndd fafltdid ftporum udrietds qu*ritur,ut mo* 
do his afft,modo cruddpondtitur,fcmito(ld modo ctfe* 
mkruddfQuod fi omncs hds pdrtes^quds pr<efici<ts dicU 
tis,dccipcrc dij dntdt,funtq; tttis grdtt<e,ucl uoluptdtis xli 
auMucldulccdmisfenfu,quidinter^ 
ut non fcmcl htc omnid totis cum dnimdntibus injvrdtisf 
qm cduft,qu£ratio efl,ut cdrofcrebu\dfcpdrdtim,ru^ 
md,cdudd,cr pUfcd fcpdrdtim,' ifitium folu, omcntufo* 
lum,dugmctttoru ddijcidtur in cdufdm f Vulmcntoruud* 
rietdtibus affiautur dij coclites, utficri mos cft po& cce* 
tidrum ditium er locupktiu ftginds,fruftittd h£c pdruu* 
Idpro fuduibus mdtcolis fumunt,no quibusfdmc fcd.nty 
fcdutpdldtisddmoucdnt ociu,fcq;ipfo$plcn£ dppetitu 
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tiorscit.xtis infligcntfO deorii mdgnitudo mirdbilis:6 nul 
lis hotriim comprehcnfd,nutlis mteUefta ndturis ifiquU 
dem utprofint,tcflicuUs pccudum redimutur, cr rumis* 
ncq; primird^dtq; dmmosponunt y mjifibiddolcri pdrdi 
txs cotifpcxcrintn£tiiM,offds'q; penitdt. Sequiturut de 
thurcjdeq; mcro dliquidfincuU.\ nimictdtcdicdmus. Co« 
puhtd eninu cr mixtdfiunt c<erimontim & h<ec genc* 
rd,cultumq; adhibetur in plurimu. Ac primum iUud k uo 
his iftoipfoqudcrimiis percontdmurq; dc thure.undc dut 
qio tcmpore noffc lUud uut fcire potuifits y ut mcrito cxU 
fltmctis dut effc dijs ddndum,dut eorum dcceptifiimu uo* 
luntdti. NoucUd enim propemodurmres cfi, ncq; dnnom 
vncxplicMas fcricsycx quo cius notitid profiuxit in hd& 
f>drtes,zr dekbris mcruit intercffc diuinis. N<t ncq; tent 
poribus>qucmddmodum crcditur cr pcrhibctur,heroicis 
yuidndm cffetthus fcituefi,fcriptoribusut comprobdtur 
d prifcis y quorum in Ubris pofitd nuUd cius mcntio repc* 
ritur:ncq;genitrix (^rmdtcrfuperjiitionisUetrurid o* 
pinionem eius nouit dut fcmdmJdccUoru ut indkdnt ri* 
twsmeq; quddringentis dnnis 9 qwbus dlbdnd res uiguitjn 
ufumcuiquduemtyfdcrdcumresficretmcq; ipfc Roww* 
lus>dut religionibus drtifcx in commfccndis Nurnd, dut 
effe fciuit dut ndfci:ut pium fbr monftrdt quo perdgi mos 
fuitfdcrificiorum folcnmu mtmid.Vndcigiturcccptd c& 
ufurpdtio cius dffumi:dut in dntiqudm cr uetere confuc^ 
tudinc qutndm irruit nouitds y ut quod tcmpcftdtibus tdti 
tis ncccffdriu nonfuit y locum fumcrctin cmmonijspri* 
piumfNdmfifine thurcrcligionisofficut cLudicdt y nc* 
ceffdrid<b uis cius efl,qut propitios jki.it y mitcs'q; homi* 
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nibus coclitcs:pcccdtum cji <tb dntiquis y quinimmo pidcu* ! 
Us plcna uita omtus illorum fuit:cjui quod mdximc conue * 
nicns deorii fucrdt uoluputi pcr mcurid ncglcxcrc Ubd* 
m Sm duU tcmponbus prifciSyncq ; hommcs y ncq ; dijhti 
im tkuris cxpctiucrc matcrum,coprobdtur ohodiefru 
\\rd iUudyinanitcrq ; prtsidri.qucd ncq ; dntiquitds ncccf 
fdriumcrcdidity zrfincullisnouitds rdtionibus dppcti^ 
uit. Dcniq ; ut ifll fcmpcr rcguUm dcfinitioncmq ; tcncd* 
musy qud dcmonfhatu er fixtt cft, quicqmd fidt ab homi 
nc hdbcrc oportcrc fuds cauftSy er i n ifld quoq ; retbtcbi 
mus pdrtc y ut rcquirdmiu cx uobis qutfit cdufdy qus rd* 
tioyUtdntcipfdnumir^mfigndthurd inijciantur dltdrU 
husy?j cx corum incedio fimilidrid ficri cxifiimctur cr 
mitidiquid cx huiufmodificlo dcquiritur hisreiydut eorU 
dd dnimos quid dccidit y ut mcrito radiccmM rcttc ijid dc* 
pcndi y zr non frufbrd dtq ; indnitcr concrcmdrif vt cnim 
uos dcbctis oflcdere cur tburd dijs dctisfic %j djcot fcqui 
tur ut dcbcdtis cxpromcrc habcrc aliqui caufattUy cur ca 
no rcfpuat y qui mmmo cur cd tam fimiliaritcr cocupifrit 
Honorjmus(inqctdliqsfortdffc)Us dcos. Scd nos noue* 
flruyfcd nuniinu rcqrimus fcnfum : ncc quidfidt d uobis, 
fcd pcddtur db his quAti y qd'in pmniu datur fauoris y in* 
tcrrogamus. Scd tamc 6 pictdt qudtut ijic cfl honor y dut 
qualis:qui cx ignis odorc conficitur y £r rcfind cx arbom 
coparaturfNam ncfortc ignorctvs quid y aut unde fit thus 
ifiud:uifcum cfl cx corticibus proflucns y Vd ut cx dmygdd 
lo y ccrdfojdchrymabili dcfiitUtionc coalefccns. Hoccinc * 
crgo fupcrds honordt dutlxficdt dignitdtes y dut offcn* . 
fdfi dliqudndo cotrdttd ejtjhuris Udporc diffoluitur y & 
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tcmperdtdindigndtioncfopiturf Quidergo ceffdtiscu* 
iuslibet arborts utfcumfine uUd pdftm dtffcriatc cobu* 
rerefNdm ji honorantur hoc nutnm,ncc tndigtie fu&i* 
nent panchatcas fibi drdere refinuUs^qutd intcreft, unde 
fumus altartbus conftctatur in fdn£lis:uel ex uifci <{uo gc 
nerc nubcs fufjictonis cxtfiucntfAn nuquid dliquis dtcet, % 
icctrco fupcris thus dxri,quod odordtus bdbedt fudiws, et 
tiirium comulce t fcnfumfrdiqud uerofint aft>era,et ob 
cdufamoffcnjionisexclufafHdbcntentm di] narcs, qui* 
hus ducdnt derios f^iritus^dccipiunt duras, & rcmittunt: 
Utpenetrdre tUospofitnt mdorum dtffcrcnttu qualitatcsi 
Quod fi ddmus utfiiUmortdlitJtis eos ddiungimus lco& 
Zpcxcludimus dminitdtis 4 fimbws. Qnicquid cn im f}U 
raUzr reciprocos halv.us duris comcibtlibus dwii, id nc 
ceffc cfi cffe mortdle y quid coclifujhn^tur e pajtu. Qnic 
quid dut califuflmetur c pdftu y fi recurfus abftidcris ,qui 
busdltemdtioredditur abflrahiturq; uitalis,oblidi em 
ncccffe efl animam^ rattone fubrw dty htterirc uiucn 
di. Ergoft cr dij fpirdnt,odoreq, ad fe attrakunt auris co 
tnitdntibto inuolutum>non eft ab re dicere er aiienis cos 
fuffitionibusuiuere,etinterclujis poffefjnra>nimbus in^ 
terire.Et unde nouifiimc fcitis,an fi odoru fuduitdtecapi* 
unturyCddcm fint cis iucuda qu£uobis,cy bdrilifcnfu ui 
ftras mulceantaffictdtq; ndtnMfRonne ficri pote efl.ut 
qu<e uobis afferunt uoluptdtcm.conirx iUis afccrd wdcan 
tur cr tnfiidfCum cnim deorum (int fcntcntt* difydres, 
fubjidntitq; nonun^qutbuscffcirdtiombus potcfi^ut 
quod qualttatedtuerfum cftjmum fcntidt dccipiatc; con 
tdflum fAn non quotidie cernimus cr inter animdtitia 

f 4 tems 



2*4 ARNOBII ADVERSVS 

tmis orta,cffe alijs cddcm ucl amara ucl duHnmortifcz 
Ta his cjfe,qu<e illis natct in pernicicm non funtfut qwe iU 
los mulccant odoribus l<ctis,cddcm pcjtijiros halitus alio 
rum corporibusftirentfScdhoc utfiat^ accidat, no in 
rcbus cjt caufa,qu<£ fimul cffc mortijir<£,fimul falutarcsy 
fimul dulccs nequcuntfimulq; amar<e confiflcre :jcd , ut 
quifq ; cfljhttus,dd cxtrinfccusrei ucnicntis attattu ita 
affiatur:quaUtatcm non accipitcx rcrum impulfwnibui 
pdtatnfed cxfuifcnfus contagijq; natura. verum omms 
h<ec ratio longc cfl ab dijs fitajiec cxigui limitis interic* 
ttioncdifcrctd.Ndmfiucrum cjl(utdb fdpientibw crcdi 
tur)incorpordlcs hos cffc.ncq; oliditdtis dlicuius cmincn 
tid fubleudrijndnis dpud hos odor cjt,ncc fcnfibihtcr co 
mouere durd eos potis cft nidoris dlicuius:non fi miUe tu 
pondcrd mdfculi thuris incend^caluq; hoc totu redun* 
ddntiumudporumncbulofitdte cluddtur. Quodenimno 
hdbet robur er fubjtdntiam corpordle,cotrcttdri k fub* 
ftantid non potejl corporali:odor autcm corpus efi, tdttis 
ficut ndribus indicdturu deo ergo fcntiri rdtione no po* 
tcft u1ld,qui cdrct re corporis,dtq ; omnifcnfu er cogita 
tione priudtus e&. Meru thuris ejt focium,quod expkna 
ri confimilitcr pofcimus.cur ei fuperfundatur htcefionL 
Sicnim rdtio cur fidt non o&endctur,ncchdbcbitexpofi 
tdm fui cdufdnunon idm ifiud errori obijcicndu cft ludU 
crofed (ut dicdtur cxprefiius)hfdni<e,dcmenti<e, aecita 
ti, Vt cnim idm fepius dittum eftjcbet omne quod geri* 
tur,caufam fui habcre perff>icuam> ncc caligmis alicuw 
cbfcuritate contcttam. Sicrgofiditis fitto,aperite,mon« 
ftratcMquor ifle cur dcturjd efl umu fuperfundatur alta 
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ribM.Nunquid enim numinu corpora fitim fcntiunt arU 
$<im>W eorum ncccffc cfl ficcitdtes humorc aliquo tem* 
perdrifftunquid nobis ut mortdlibus mos eft,cocnis inter 
mifccrc potiones,pari ctiam morc poft folitos uittm Ubo 
r«m 3 er pultium,hoftidru'q; c<efdrum>quo putrefidtjuU 
lius cr pcrcoqudtur cibus,frequcntifiimo irrigant accU 
piuntq; fc uinofDdtc qu<efo immortalibus dijs bibantf y 
phos,brids,pdtcrds,fympiiridq; depromitc : cr quoniam 
tauriSypinguibufcfc fe dapibus,atq; opimis vnfcrciut efcis: 
ncquod inftomdchi trdmitc male tranfuoratu, fubftiterit 
uifcutfuccurritcproperatcjoui optimo maximo meru, 
tte pr<efocetur,datc:cupit eruttdrejiec potii eft:ac ni iUx 
labdtur,vr dtffoludtur ob&ruttio,periculu mdximu cft* 
neoblifM 'mtenumpdturfpiritus,{?Mdudtu rcmaneat 
finc fuis adminiftratoribus codum. Sed fru&rajnquit, m 
equitds nobis : non cnim nos fupervs ob eas profundimui 
merum cdufdtjdnqudm tUos exiftimemus dut fitire y dut 
bibcre, dut fuduitdtis cius affettioncl<etarL Honoriseft 
ergo datur>quofidt illorum cldtior,dmplior,dngu&iorc[; 
fublimitds,altdrid fupcr ipft libdmus,et uenerdbilcs cnif* 
fas cdrbombusexcitamus cxtinttis.Et qutgrduiorinfli* 
gicotumclid dijs poteft^ fl cos creddt dccepto mcro pro 
pitios ficrr.dut honorcm exiftimcs habitu his mdgnumfi 
modouini cxiguirorcmfuperuiuidamicccrisdtq; inftil 
laucris prundmfNon nobis eft fmno ctl hominibus rdtio 
nis cxpertibws,ncq; qutbus non fit comunis intclligcntie 
ucritds:incft <(j uobis ftpicntidjneft fcnfus y ucrumq; nos 
dicere dpud uos ipfi intcriore iudicic fcitis. Sed quid facc 
?c poffumus confidcrare nolcntilus penitus rcs ipfds,fc* ' 
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auj; ipfos loquifFxcitis enim quodficricernitis>noquod 
fieri oportcre confiditismimiru quix dpud uos plus uxlet 
nullxm hdbens confuetudo ratione y ^ rerum infoeftd na= 
tura ueritatitexdmtndtione podcrata. Quid cft enim deo 
cu uino y dut in eiut materid uis qudlis>dut qulta cft y quod 
cumcffufum fuerit y fublimitas ctus augefcdt^ bonord* 
tdcxilhmeturduftoritMfQuidinquZdcocum uvno eft, 
Venercis re proximx y ncruos omntu debilitxnteuirtutu; 
uerccudif,piiJoris>zrcdftitdtis inimicxtquodin infani 
ds,cj-furorcs mctcs fepius pr£cipitduit cxctUs, ipfosq; 
iUos dcos mxlcdtftis copultt exxuftordre dcmcnttb.lUne 
ijiui rio ncfxs y ^plcnu ftcrtlcgij crimcn e& y honort hoc 
dxrc y quodjitUduidiusfumpfms y quid ficiM y nefcias : ojL 
loqudris ignores.xd cxtrcmu temulenti y luxuriofi y et per 
diti y conui!tu y tnfamiumq; mcrcxrisf Oper<epreciu eft e= 
tixm uerbd ipfx dcpromcre y q>vbus y cu uinum ddtur, uti, 
dcfupplicdre cofuctudo eft.M iftus hoc uino inSvrio efto. 
injcriOyinquitTrcbdtiuSyUcrbu cd cdufx eftadditti, edcj; 
tdtio: profertur.nc uinum omne cmrimo y quod tn cdlis, 
dtq; apotbecis e(l conditii y cx qmbustUudquod cffundi* 
tur promptu cft y cffe fxcru inctpidt y <& ex ufibustripix* 
tur bumxtiis. Addtto crgo hoc uerbofolu cr,t y quod mft= 
retw y fxcru y ncc religione obligdbitur. C£tem quxlis cr= 
go hic honor cft y in quo imponitur qudfi lex deo y ne plus 
qutrxt q dxtum eftfxut cuius ipfe e # duiditatis deus, qui 
m r iucrbi fucrit pr£fcriptionefihnotus y cupiditxtcfuxm 
protcndxt ulterius y <zr dpothccit fuisfupplice priuetfMt 
(Im boc uino infcrio efto:iniuria cft ifh y non honor. qutd 
tnun fi diuus dmplius boc ilolct y ncq; cat cotcntus illxtof 
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lf owtf infignitcr dicendu efl tedi,qui honore dccipere cu 
coditiortccogaturfNdfiexccptioenoddditd, fxcru nc= 
ccffe eflficri omnc omnino qdin cdlis ejl uinu>manifc= 
fium esl cr dcz contumclim fio%cuimodus coftituatur 
"vnuite:%r uos tpfos in re facra c<erimoniaru officid uiold 
re,q nb tantu tr&uitis u'mi,qudntu deum uidetisfibiuelx 
le prdfhri.Mdftushoc uino infirio cfio:qd cfl aliud q di- 
cercytantu cfhmaflus,quantu uolo : tantii amptificatur, 
qudntu tubco.tantum honcris affumito y qnantu tc habcre 
dcccrnciO- uerboru ci: cufcriptioc definto.O dcoru fub* 
limitM pr<epotcs,quH uencrdri,qud colcrecfficijscmmb. 
ctrimonialib.debcdsxuilegeuenerdtor imponit,qua cu 
frdttionibus ddorat ctfbrmulis:qu<e per unius formidine 
uerbidbimmodicisuiijicupiditdtibusdrcetur. Sed fiuut 
uultis,honor m uinofit in thure 9 immolatione et cxdiltU 
bo&idru ir<e numinu offenfioncsq; pldcentur . Etiam dij 
fertiSyCoronis afficiutur^ floribMfEtimnc <cris tinnU 
tibus.crqudffdttonib. cymbalorufEtidmnc tympanisfe* 
tiamne fymphonijsfquid cfficiunt crcpttus fcabilloruf ut 
cucosaudierintnumind,hcnorifice fccuexifiimet dttu> 
C$r feructes dnimcs iraru obliuioc dcponatfAn nunquid 
ut paruuli pufiones ab ineptvs uagitib. crcpitaculis cxtcr 
rctur duditis:eddc rdtioe,ct omnipotctid numina tibidru 
firidorc mulcetur, et ad numcru cymbaloru mcUitd indi* 
gndtiocfldccefcutfQuid fibi uolut excitdtioes ift<e, qudi 
cdwis mdtutiniycolldtis dd tibid uocibusf Obdormifcunt 
enim fuperi,rcmcdre ut dd uigiiiMdebcatfqd domuiUoes 
Uy.qbus beneutUdledt,aufricabilifahitdtioe mdndatisf 
Soni enim quiete foluutur,occupdriq; ut hoc pofiint lcncs 
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tudicndf funt nsnit f Laudtioy inquit, dcum mdtris ril 
budic. Sordcfcunt cnim diui,z? ad fordes clucndds Uucn 
tibus dquis cpus,dtq ; adiunttd dnttqud cincris frittione. 
louis cpulum cras cji luppiter cmm cccndt,mdgnisq; im 
plcndus cjl ddpibuSyiamdudum incdidgcfliens, cr anni* 
ucrftria interietttone tciunus. Acfculdpij gcritur> cclc* 
brdturfy uindcmid. colunt cnim dij uineds y er db fudfio* 
tlibus contrdttt cxprimuntuindanidtoribusumum. Le* 
fliflernium Ccreris erit idibus proxtmis. habcnt enim dif 
lcttos,dtfyut flrdtis pofivnt moUioribus incubdre>pidui* 
ttorumtoUiturdtq; cxcitdtirimprefiio. Tcllurisnatdlis 
c&.dij cnim cx utais prodcunt^ hdbcnt dics l<ctos,qui 
bus eis dfaiptum cftdurdtn ufurpdrc uitdlcm.Ludiucro 9 
quos fiLcttis>quibus fhralibusy er Mcgdlcnfib. nomc cft, 
c<eteriq$ omncs dhj>quos cffc fdcros uolui&is? C7 rcligio 
num intcr officid dcputdriiquam rationcm habent,qudm 
cdufam^ut inftituhcondiq; debucrintsjr cx numinu ap* 
pcllationefigmrifHonordnturjnquit, his dij, tpfiquds 
*b homintbus cotincnt cffcnfionu mcmorids iUdtds,dbij* 
ciunt,cxcludunt,redduntq; fc nobis rcdintcgrdtd fkmilut 
ritdte fbutorcs.Et qu& cdufd efl rurfus,ut trdnqutUhpldci 
di cfficidntur,& mitcs:incpt<e fi resfiant, ey db homini 
lus ociofis multitudinc fi>ettante luddtur f Ponit dnimos 
luppitcrM Amphitryo fucrit dttus pronuncidtusq; VldU 
tinus f.dut fi Europdfi Lcddy Gdnymcdes fucrit fdltdtus, 
mt DdndCymotum copcfcit irdrumfTrunquilliorylcnior 9 
tndtcr mdgnd efjiciturfi Atyis confycxcrit prifcam rcfii 
cdri db hi&rionibus fibulam f Oblitcrdbit offcnfitm Vc* 
nusyfi Adoms mhdbitugcftum dgereuidcrit fdltatorijs 
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ht motibus pdntomimuf indigndtio reknguefcct Alcidt, 
fi trdgcedid SophocUsyCui Trdchinix nomen eft, Euripi* 
dis duz Herculcs dttiteturfExiftimdtur trdttdrifc hono* 
rificc ilord,)i fuis m ludis flxgjtwfds cofrexerit res dgi y 
er migrdtum jb lupdndribus m ThedtrdfLUne iftud non 
eft deorum immimere digniutemjicdre er confecrdrc 
turpiftunM res cis, quu cenfor dnimus rcfpuxt, er qud* 
rum dttorcs inhone&os cjfe ius ucttrum,<er vnter cdpita 
compuUri iudicdiut infdmidfMimis nimiru dijgdudent, 
& \Ux uis pr<esldns,neq; uUis hcminucQmprchenft nd* 
turiSylihcntifiime commodat dudicndis his dures:quorum 
fymplegmdiibus plurimis intennixtos fe effejcrifibis in 
mdtcrixm noruntdclcttdntur ut res eft^upidom cdpiti 
bus rafis,fdlpittdrumfonitu,dtq ; pldufu,fattis er dittis 
turpibusfifanorum ingentium rubore.Umucro fi uidc* 
rint mfccmincdS moUitudincscnerudtesfeuirosjiocifr* 
rdri hos fruftrd,finc cdufd ulios CArfiUrc,dmicitidru fidc 
fxlud contundere fe dlios, er crudis muttUre fectsiibus, 
ccrUrc hos ff>iritu>buccM uento diftcndcre,uotis'q; indni 
bus cocrepdre,mmus dd ccclum toUunt,rcbus ddmirabtli 
bus moti profiliuntycxcldmintjn grdtim ctl bominibn? 
redeunt. H<cc fi dijs immorUlib.obliuionc dffcrunt funul 
tdtum,fiexcomcedi]s,dteUdnis,mimis, ducunt Letiftimdt 
uolupUtes,quid mordminh quid ccffxt>s,qum v ipfosdi 
cdtis deos ludLreMfciuircfdlUre,obfc<zndS compingcre 
cdnticcsycj- clunibus ftuttudrecriftfdtisfQuidenim dif* 
firt,dutintereft,fdcidntneh<ec ipfhdn ab dlijs ficri in d* 
moribus dtq; m delicijs ducdntfVndc igitur fluxit,uelex 
quibus cndtd cft cdufis opmionu hsc prduitMfEx co fali 
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cet muximcquod ncqucuntcs homincs,quidndtn fit dewi 
fcire,quidndmfituueiM,ndturd,fub&dntid,qu^ u* 
trtimnchabcdtfomtdm^m nuUd fitcorporis circumfcrU 
pttoc finitusidgdt dliquid,dn no agdt,utgiletnc perpctuo % 
an dliqudndo foluatur m fomnos;currdt,fcdedt,dmbulct 3 
an db huiufmodt motibus,et ccfiionc fit Itbcr: Htcomnti 
(ut dixt)ncqueutcs fcire>ncq; rdtiocdliqudpcruiderc,in 
e<ufunt opindtioes hpfi,ut dcos ex fc fingerct,w qudlis 
ftbi ndturd cjl,et itlii tdle ddret dflionu rcru uoluntdtuq; 
ttdturd. Quodfi dnimd ccrncrct nuUiuseffe fc prccij,ncc 
intcrfirmtculdplurimu fcfcq ; cffcdtfmmim$,projiclo 
definercnt drbitrdriquicqui fc hdbere cctnunecunt fu* 
periSyetjntrd fuosfines humilitdtos fit£ modc&id contine 
rent.Nuc uero quid cernut ord,ocu\os,cdpitd,buccdt,du* 
ricid.<s,ndfos,c<etcrdiq ; fc dlids mcmbrorum gcrcre dc ui 
fccrum portioncs,® dcos exiftimdt cddcm rdtione fir* 
vtdtosMbttumq; tUos fuu compdgmc in corporcd contU 
nere;&quidgduderc,Utdri,maftosq; feftcri trijiiorU 
husconfttciut cdu(is,drbitrdntur er numind cx rcbm hi 
Urioribus gdudcre,ey ex minus tetis dnimorum ccntrd* 
ttione coduciidffici fc ludis,putdtit er calitum mcntcs lu 
dorum delcttdtione mulccri. Et quid iUis fe uoluptds efl la 
UdcrorurefoucrccdldortbuSyCr fuperis ducut IdUdtionu 
effc muditidtgrdtds. Vindcmimus nos homines,et deos 
rcntur,<& crcdunt fuds ducerc dtq^ dgitdrc uindcmids: di 
cs nobis ndtaliti) funtyc^ potctids coditesdies dutumant 
hdbere ndtdles. Quod fi poffentufcrtberc ualctudincs,** 
gritudincs,o- corpordlcs dijs morbos,no dubttdrcnt cos 
lwnofos,lippubs p dtq; cntaocclicos diccrc> eo g, ipfuo*. 
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hcnofifr? Itppifunt ftpe y cj- higer.tiu hcrniaru magni* 
tudincpodcrofi.Agcnuncfumm.ium> quonia fcrmopra 
latus c perduftut in h<ec locafinguloru partiu op* 
pofitionibw copdremuSyUtrumne uos mclius rcbm dc ju* 
perif fcntutbjM potius nosmulto & hencrdtm Spine 
mur er rc{lius y quodq^ rei diuwoe fuam prtflet, <xtq y - aU 
tribu.it dignitatc. Ac primu uos deos y quos in rcru natura 
ucl arbitramini ejfc y uel O'editis y quorumq; in tcmplis os 
mntbmfimuiachra conflituiflis y fotmas y pi ofitcmtni 
effcnatos,cr ex mafculoru focminaruq; fminibus ccn* 
uentionu progcnitos lecc.At ucro nos cotra.fi modo dij 
ccrti funt y babctq; buim nominis auttoritatc,poientiam, 
dignitatcm y aut ingcnitos effe ccnfcmwi hoc enim rcligio 
fum efl crcderc)aut fi habcnt natiuitatis exordium y Dei 
fummi c& fcirc y qui\w cos rationibus fcccrit y aut jicuU 
quanta fint y ex quo cis attribuit pcrpetuitatc fui numinis 
inchoare. Voshaberc fcxus dcos y ahosq; cx his marcs y \oz 
minini gcnois alios cffc ccfctis y nos potcntias coclites di* 
fcretas cffcfexibus abnegamus:quonia difcrimc kuiufmo 
di terrenis animatib. datum c& iquas. coirc y quas gcnera* 
reaucloruoluitrerufibftitucdis perlibidme prolibus. 
Vos hominu fimilitudinegererc^ mortahu uultib. cxi 
fiimatiscffcfdrmatosinoseffigicsremur fubmotas cjfe 
ab his logc y quoniaforma mortalis r& corpori$:& fifor 
te cft uUjyCoprehcderc ncminc poffc indubitabili affcuc* 
ratione turamus.Auobisartific ia fingultopificu morehx 
bercpcrhtbctur:ridemuscuaudimus nos ifk.quonia dijs 
artes ncccffarias duamus arbttramurcj; no cffc cas^con* 
fht ct liquidu cft paupertatii adfubfidiu ccparatas.ru 
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fcordidrum dlios ex his uos,dlios dicitis qui peflilAttiti if 
rogentydlios qui dmorcs,quifuridt,alios ucro qui prtfint 
beUis,<& fxnguinis effufioneUtentur:dt ueronos cotri 
i/ngenijs numinum iudicdmus effe difiunttd,dut fi funt 
qui h<ec mdld miferrimis inftrdt fubijciantq; mortdlibus y 
nb dcorum contendimus procul effc mturdjicc fub huius 
nominispr<edicdtioncponcdos. Irafciwperturbdri uos 
numin4,c£tcrisq; dnimoru dffcttibus micipdtd effe dtq; 
cbnoxid iudicdtis. No* huiufmodi motus dlienos exiflima 
tnus db his cffcfunt enimferociumgeneru,w mortdlita 
tifubeuntiumfunttiones. Vos pecoru fdnguine, uos c<edi 
buSiO* mdttdtionil.hoftidrugdudereJ<etdri,&in grd 
tidm cum hominibus remifiis offenfiombus redire Qpina 
tis. Nos dmoipm fdngumis nutium cffe in calitibus ducU 
mus:nec effe tdm duros,ut miferorum animdntiu c<ede fit 
turdtds dbijcidnt irds. Vos mero,uos thurcjwnorem dr= 
bitrdmini dijsdddi,<&corum dugefccre dignitdtes. No* 
monflrum,w prodigium iudicdmus:quod quifqudm fco* 
minum credit aut dugufliorem fieri deum fumoxtut ex ro 
nbus exiguis uini, ipfumfibi dbhommibus ducerefdtis 
fdntte,dtq; honorifice fupplicdtum. Vos <eris tinnitibus, 
Cr tibidrum fonis,uos zquorum curriculis, thedtrdli* 
bus ludis perjudfum hdbetis deos delcttdri,ct dfficijrdtq; 
dUqudndo coceptds eoru fdtisfdttione motliri. Ne* t/ncon 
ucnies ducimus,quinimmo incredibile iudicamus eos^qui 
2fddibus miUegenus omne uirtutu perfcttionis trdnfie* 
rint fummitdteyin uoluptatibus hdbereatq; in delicijs rcs 
eds,quds homo fxpiens ridcat, er quxno dlijs uidcdntur 
wntmere dUquidgrdtix^qm infintibus pdruuUs y v trU 
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Uidliter er populdriter inftitutis. U£c cu itd fe babeant, 
cumq; fitopimonumtdntd nojtrdrum y ucftrdrumq; di* 
ucrfitMyUbi dut nos impij y dut uos pij : cum ex pdrtiu fcn 
fibus pietdtis djcbcdU dtque impictdtis rdtio pondcrdri f 
Nott cnim fimuldchrum quifibi dliquod coficit, quod pro 
deouenercturidut quipecus truciddtinnoxium y fdcrisq; 
inccndit dltdribus y is hdbendus cfl rebus deditus effe diut^ 
nis. Opinio rcligione fdrit& rettd de dijs mensiut nihil 
eos cxislimcs contrd decus pr^fumptdc fublimttdtis dp= 
pctere . Cum cnim cunttd, qut his <Lntur y fub ocults hic 
noflris uidedmus dbfumi y quiddd eosdliud dbnobisdi* 
ccndum eft peruenirc y nifi opvniones dijs dignds^ corii 
coucmcntifiimds ttomimfHtc funt dond ccrtifiimd, fdcri 
fickhxc uerdindm pulticul<e y thurd cum c<xrnibus y rdpd* 
cium dlimcntd funt ignium,w pdrcntdlibus coiunttifii* 
ind mortuorum. Si dij immortdlcs nequcut irdfcu neq; uU 
Us dnimoru dffettibus eorum qudtitur cocutiturcf; ndtu* 
td y quidhiftori<cfibiuolunt y quiddnndlcs y quoru in con* 
fcriptionibus legimus nonullis offenfionibus deos motos y 
pcftiletids y ftcrilitdtes y dcfrugum inopids, dlidcj; intultffc 
ciuitdtibus y ndtionibusq: difcrimindicosq; rurfus fdcroru 
fatisfdttione pldcdtos y mdigndtionu pofuiffc frruores><&- 
in hdbitum Utioreftdtum cali y tempeftdtumq; mutdffef 
Quidtcrrdrufrcmitiis y quidmotus y quos cfjcdccepimui 
fhttos y quod effcnt dtti per vndiligentii ludi y ncc dd fuum 
formdm y coditionanq; curdtifinfhurdtis his tdmc, er cu 
riofd obferudtione rcpetitis y fuperoru conquieuiffe tcrrb 
tes y o* dd hominu curd y fomilidritdtiq; rcuocdtos. qko= 
ties udtum iufiiSthdrufeicucfc refyonfih poftqudm diuind 
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res fkttd efl,cr cx gentibus trdnfmarmvs acciti dij quidZ 
delubrdfyhis fidd^ in dltiortbus columnis figna qu&* 
damicrjimuUchrafunt conflituta:<zr tmminentiu auer 
fifuntpmculorummetut,ergrauifiimt hojtcspulfi, er 
amplificatd res publtcd efi^ uiftoridrufrequentib.gau 
dijSiZ? prouinciarum poffefiione coplurtum f quod utiq ; 
nonfierct,fifdcrtficid,fi ludos, ctterosq; afycrnarentur 
dij cultus:ncq ; fe honorari eoru procurattontb.ducercnt. 
Si ergo his ddtis cdlor omnis nummu, mdtgndtioih frtge 
fcunt,uertuntur<h m profrcra ed,qu<e uidebantur affcrrt 
terrores,mamfejlum efl h<ec omma non finecoclitu jieri 
uoluntatcw quod ea trtbuatur,a nobis inamter cr cum 
tota imperttia reprchendi. Ventum e& ergo dum loquu 
muradtpfumarticulumcaufie,ucntum retad cdrdinem, 
uentum dd uerdm dtq^ ddiufttfiimam qu<e&ioac:in quam 
tonuenityUt dcbedmus injpiccrefirmidine fuperjltttonis 
*motd,etgrdttficdttoedepofitd,utrumneht dijfint, quos 
feuire djfcueratis offenfos,reddtq ; fdmficijs mites.dtt 
fint longc dliud,<&- ab huius ui debednt, er nominis, cr 
potenttcefegregdri. Noncnimtmusinficidsin dnndtum 
fcriptis contincri b*c omnia,qu£ funt a uobis in oppofi* 
tioneproJdtd:ndm er ipfi pro modulojngenijq; pro ca* 
ptu, er legimus, er effe pofitum fcimus y ludis quondam 
ipfis circenfibus.qui lout mxximo fieret, patremfamtltM 
qucnddnudntcqua inctpcrent rcs dgi y fcruu pcjitme meri 
tum per ctrci ared medidm trafduxtjfc ctfum uirgis, er 
ex more multaffe p6ji pdtibult pocndm. Ludts deinde iam 
termindtis,profligdtisq; curriculis y nb multt pofl tempo* 
risftdciumciuiMc occepiffe peftilentta mfiari. Cumq; 
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dies dddcrct mdliimdlogrduiu^yCdterudtimcrpopulm 
vnterirctrufliculocuiddm fortehumilitdtis obfcuro lo* 
ucm per infomnium dixiffc y uti ad confules fuddcret prt 
fulem fibidif])licuijfe y monflrdretpoffemeliusficri ciuU 
tdtiyjt ludis fux religio redderctur, cr ex intcgro rurfws 
curiofdobferuxtioneprocederent. QupdcumiHc fkccre 
mmime curdffct y ucl quod cffc udnumfufaicdretur mfom 
nium y nutkmq; hdbituru dpud duditurosfidem : ucl qu. d 
higenite bumilitatis mcmor poteftdtis tante fugcret cr 
fbrmidxrctdcccffumicontdtorircdditum inimicu loucm, 
filiorumobitM irrogduiffeprop&nd. Mox cumwipfi 
proprium mindrctur i/nteritumjri prtfulis pcrgeret nufi 
tius improbdtiiobeundi formidine territxtu, cum idm 
ipfe contdftus pcfiilcnti* fldgrdretincendio y defentcn* 
tu propinquorum perldtudd curidmpdtru, infomnijq; 
expofitd uifionc,fldmm<t$ cuoldutffc contdgij. Ludorum 
dcinde inftdurdtione dccretd^ fpcftdculps ddhibitdgrd 
Uem curdm y %r priorcm populo reddttdm fitnitatcm. Sed 
neq; tUuddequenosncgdbimtts fcire y teporibut quonddtrt 
tiuitdtis er rcipublicje duris y uel qu& lues infiftd fkciebdt 
contmud populu contdgc conficiens:tiel qwe hoftes udlU 
dz,er <td periculum libcrtdtis duferendt pneUoru profoe 
ritdte Um proximi:iufiis y er monitis uxtum, trdnjmxrU 
Hit exgentibto quofddm deos dccitos y mdgmficisq; hono 
Tdtos templis y er lui* fcddffc fldgrdntid y gr uiribut fcoa 
fiiumfidftisfrcquetifiimc triumphdtuy zrdU&oslmpe* 
ftjfincsjnnumerdsq; prouincids fub lcgcs ucftri cccidif* 
fe domindtw. Sed neq; hoc nojirdm cofcientidm fugit,le* 
fium et pofitu,i(lum cu effet CapitoUu fidmmc, multdty 
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*« hoc dlidilouis ctidm fimuldchru fublimi quod va culmi 
nc (labdt y fuis cffcdb fcdibus prouolutum.Rcftofum dcin 
dc ab harufticibus cditum y rcs fi£UdS y triflifitmasq; portc= 
di:ab mcndijs y c£dibus y ab lcgum intcritu, & db iuris oc 
cdfu,mdximc tamcn db dcmcflicis hoflibus y atq; ab impia 
coniuratoru manu. Scd ficfti h*c poffc y immo alitcr pu= 
blicdri fcclcrata non poffc confilia, nifi luppitcr rurfus 
dltiorc m culminc figcrctur y oricntalcm coucrfus ad car= 
dincm y radijsq; oppojltus folis.Affuiffc diftofidc:nam 
fubrcpto culminc conucrfoq; dd folcm figno,patuijfc rcs 
dbditMy u rcfcrata m malcficid uindicutum. Habct quU 
dcm miraculijl>cciem y qumimmo habcrc crcduntur cuftd 
ifid y qu<ediftd funt:fi itdyUt funt promptdyhumdnti ucni* 
antadaudituinccdiffitcmur incffc his quiddam y quod in 
primd pofitum(qucmadmodu dicitur)frontc y pcrflringc 
rcdurcspcfiit&ucritatrt fimilitudinccircuucmrc. Ge 
tcru fi pcmtus mtucrircs fiLftdS y pcrfonas y <zr pcrfonaru 
uolucris uoluntatcs y nihil cffc rcpcrics dijs dignu, qd' 
fiepc idm diftu cjl y quod dd huius nomlms ff>cciem y digm= 
tatcmq; rcftrdtur. Quis cfl cnim primu y qui dcum lUm 
fuiffc crcddt y qui currcttbusfrujlrd dclcftarctur cquulcis 
cuocdrtq;fcgcncrc hoc ludicri iucudifiimu duccrct f im* 
tno illum fiiijfc quis cfl qui affcntiatur loucm y qucm dcum 
principan dicitis y cr reru qu<ecunq;funt conditorc : qui 
ftcftdtum proficifccrctur e calo y canthcrios de ucloatd* 
tc ccrtantcs y rcplkdntcsgyros fcptcm^ quos difiimilcs 
ipfc corporu cjfc in mobilitdtcuoluijfct y cos tdmcngdudc 
rcjranfircfrdnfirupronoszjccrnuos rucrc y cum cuni 
bus rcfupinos ucrtijrahi dlios crunb. w cldudicarc p)\t 

frdftis 



G EN TE S L T B . VII 277 

fru(ti$:er vneptidt nugis er crttdclitdtibusmixtM fum* 
mis in uoluptdttb.hdbuiffe, quM homo quiuis Lwtus, ncc 
dd fhidium plcn<egrduitdtis dc podcris cruditus, puerilu 
duccrct dtq; dfffcrndrctur ut ludicrdfQuis eft y 'm<f> a crc 
dat(rcpetdnw ut dfiiduc hdnc uoce)gcneris eu fuifje di= 
umUqui quonidtn ludis dttm pcr circi eflf^dciu merito* 
rum pccnM er fupplicid redditurwsjrd exdccrbdtus dr* 
dcfceretyfefeq; dd uires dccingeretultionisfSienim noces 
feruM^ttq; tUd jucrdt dnimdduerftone pumcdM,qui de* 
buit luppitcr indigndtione aliqitd comoucri,cum dgerc* 
tur imuftc mkil,immo cu nocens cdput panvs coucnicn* 
tibusplettcreturfSin dutem immunis db fcelere,ncq; uUi 
obnoxius crimini, uitiofi prdcfulis ipfc fuit in cdufd , cui 
cum fubuenire potuiffct.no fccit, immo ipfc qu<efiuit, cr 
pdti quod improbdbdt, er db dlijs pccnds fu£ pcrmtfiio* 
nis exigere : %r cur Ufumdcindc tUo fe qucttuse&o- 
pronunciduit in pr<efulc,quid crurisddpccndtpcr circi 
dttus cfl mcdium uirgis dildcerdtus zrfldgrisfEt quid cx 
hoc fktto Ubis potuit er focditdtis cfflucrc,quod dut cir* 
cumfkeret minus purum y dut \oucm contmindtum^cum 
per exigud momcntd>pcr punttd,tot in orbc confticerct 
mittid mortis in gcnmbus uarijs^ crucidtibus iittcrirc 
diucrfisfAntcjnquit,cj}dttus,ludtqum incipcrcnt con 
fici. Sifdcrilcgo pcttorc y rcligiomsq; cotempt%eft cur i* 
gnofcere dcbcdmut loui indigndntife ff>retu,ncc circen* 
ftbus proprijs folicitiorcm ddhtbitd curdm. Sin dutc crro 
re,uel cdfuJUtens iUud non cfl dnimdduerfum er cogni* 
tum uitium,n6nncfucrdtrettu,\ouiq; conucmcns,ut hu^ 
mnis ignofcerct Upfibus,ct imprudctU c£citdtc ucnidli 
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& deo conueniens,mentem bommvs uertere, & pdrcndi 
fubigere uolutitdtcm:qum uidS dggredifeuiores, & l*- 
trocmijritufineuttdpdfiimrdtionefeuirefSi cnim rujii 
cus,fenior inexpcditus m rcbus obeundis, cunttdbdtur m 
re tuffd caufis fuperwribus retdrddtus,quid mfxlices eiiH 
comcruerdntUberi,utm eosirdej-indtgndtio uertcre* 
tur,offenfdsq;dUeriusluminis fui faoUdtionc pefxrent* 
¥Jt quifqui ejl hominu,qui futffc tttum deum crcddt, tdttt 
muhumjdm imptu,nccmortaUufdltemconjiitutd fer* 
Udntem y dpudquos nejbs bdbereturmdgnuydlterumpro 
dltero pkfti,zr dlicnd deltttd dUoru ceruicibus umdicd* 
rifSed ip fumfecit pejitlitdtis feuitid coprchcdi. Nofl 
ne ergo pr£ftdtius,quinimmo <tquiusfuerdt,fi hoc effe ui 
debdtur faciendu,ut db ipfo pdtre terror cocrcitionis md 
perct, dpud que cdufd tdnti juerdt motus, er in obcundo 
ceffdtio,q m eius dolorcm uim Uberis fncere y et mnoxtdt 
urerc,dtqi dbolere pfomsf Qutnd iUd feuitid crudclitd* 
tisfuitfqut titd,ut cximttd fobole intcjhnis piculis pofl 
territdret pdtrefQUod idmdudu fi jkcerejd ejt loco prio 
re uoluiffettnec germdmtds coficerctur innoxid.ct uolu* 
tds numinis cognofceretur offcnfd.At enim copleto dnnu 
cidtioisofficio,fhtim morbuscudnuit,ct fdnitdti homo efi 
cotmuo refhtutus.Et qd hdbet ddmirdtioUrcs ifh y jt md\xi 
qd'mj]?irduerdt,repulit;fcfe<fc mdni ofietdtionc idttduitf 
Qupd fi penitus res pedds,mdgis ittd crudclitds,q bcnefi 
ciu fdlutis fuitfiqdc homine miferu,ct interire poflfiUoi 
cupiente,no gdudid feruduit dd uiU,fed ut fui folitudine 
difceret y et orbitdtis crucidmetd fentiret. Cofimilirdtioe 
per diM ire Ucebit ktfbrw>rt oftedere m bis quoq; logc 
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dliud,q cffe dij dcbeant,dehis ipfis dici> er earu in expo 
fitionibus indicariiuelut in hac ipfa^quam deinceps ponZ 
una ciyduabusue coiunttisfijtidiu ne imnwderdtione pa 
riatur.Poft aducttos(inquitis)trdnfmarinis exgentibm 
deos quofddm,poftq; conditd his tcmpld,poft cumuldtas 
fdcrificijs aras^male habens fefe rearatus conualuit po* 
pulus^CT peftilentes morbi indutta fynccritatefugerunL 
Qui(effammi)dij qu£fo?Acfculdpius(inquitis)EpiddU* 
ro bonis deus udletudinibus pr<efidens,cr Tiberina m m 
fuk coftitutus. Si effet nobis dnimus fcrupulofius iftd ir4 
ttare, uobis ipfis obtinercmus duttoribus, mmime Alum 
fuiffe diuuiqui coceptus er natus muliebri dluo effct : qui 
annorugradibus ad eumfinem dfcendiffet <etatis, m quo 
iUumuis fulminis (ueftris quemadmodu literti contine* 
tur)ej uitd expuliffet et lumme. Scdqutftioc db ijh dU 
fccdimusiCoromdis filius fit,ut uultis,ex immortaliu nu* 
mero,w perpetud prtditus fublimitate ccclcfti.Ex EpU 
dauro tamen quid eft aliud dttdtu,nifi mdgnidgpims co* 
luberfFidem ji annalium fcquimur : %r cxplorati cvs dt* 
tribuimus ueritatem,mhil(ut confcriptum eft)dliud.quid 
ergo dicimustAcfculapiusiftequempr<edicatis,deus pr& 
fianSyfxnttusdeusfilutis dator, ualetudmu pefiimarum 
propulfator>prohibitor 0 zr extmttor, ferpentis eft fdr* 
ma %r circumfcriptione finitus:per terrareptans* cccno 
natis ut uermiculis mos eftfolum mento radit cr petto* 
rejortuofis uolummibus fe trahens,atq; ut pergere pror 
fus pofiitypartem fui poftrema conatibus prioris adducit. 
Et quoniam legitur ufus cibis etidm,quibus uita m corpo* 
ribus immoratur,hdbct patulds fwces,quibuscibos traf* 
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Vore t om hidtibus dppetitos:hdbetreceptdculu uentris; 
& ubi manfi er uordtd decoqudt uifcerd, fdnguis dctur 
ut corpori,ct uiribus redmtegrdtio fubrogetur. Hdbet er 
extremos trdtnites,per quos immunddfix cdt, duerfdbili 
corpordfaditdtedeonerdtis. Siquido mutdtlocd,cy db 
dlijs trdnfgredi m dlids regiones pdrdtnon ut dcus obfcu 
re pcr cah euoldt fyderd,puttoq ; m tcporis ubi cdufd po 
Mduerit,fijlitur:feduelutdnimdl brutiiyUehiculum quo 
fufl'medtur,pctit:undds peldgi uttdt:dtq ; ut tutus pofxt w 
columisq; pr<tftdri,cuhominibusnduem dfcendityp- iUc 
public£fdnitdtit<kwi,frdgilife ligno, ertdbuUriicom* 
pdgibus credit. no drbitmnur eumcere P dtq; obtinere uos 
pojjeyAefcuUpiu lUumfutffe ferpentcmfi hunc colorem 
uolueritis mducere,ut'mdnguem dicdtis couertiffefe de* 
um,quo mentirifepoffct,quisndm cffet>dut qudles homi 
nes intueru Quod fi jucrit d uobis diftum, \ infirmiter 9 
inudlideq; dicdtur,ipfd rerum imqudlitds mdicdbit. Si e* 
nimfe deus uideri db hommib. cuitdbdt,nec mformdfer* 
pentis ueUe dcbuit confricixum m qudibctfvrmd no db 
ipfo fc dliuSyfed ipfe effct futurus. S'm dutc intcnderdt cer 
nendum fe ddre,non dcbuit ocuiorum negdre confaftui: 
cur non tdlem uiderife prtbuit,qud\efcicbdtfe effe,qu4 
lemq;fe nouerdt fui numims in potentid contmeri i Erdt 
enimhocpotius,multoq; prsfldntius, duguflxq; conue* 
niens dignitdti 9 qudmfieri beimm,horreMq> dnimdlis m 
ftmilitudme uerticr daredmbiguis cotrddiftionibus lo* 
cum: effctnc uerus deus:dn nefcio quid diiudjogecfc dbfu 
perdfublimitdte fciufium. Sed fi deus (mquit) non erdt, 
cur e ndui poflquS, extulit fcfe,Tyberind ddmfuUm re* 
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pfitmufquam ftatim coparuit^ uidcrier ut ante dcfiitf 
Voffumut enim fcire,utrumncaliquod obftaculumfucrit, 
cuius fefe obiettu atq^ oppofitione protexerit y an hiatut 
aliquisfvos pronuciate,uos ditite, quidnam tllud fuerit* 
<tut cutnam rerum generi debuerit applicari, fl perfona* 
rum ojficia funt certa certaru uefira. Cum res ita fit, deq; 
ueftro nummeyuefiraq; cr religione trattetur,uefiru e& 
potiut edocere,uejirumqj monftrare,quid tlla resftteric, 
nofirM uellc quam exaudire fcntcnti^nojlraq; expetta 
re decreta. Nam nos quidem quid aliud poffumut diccre, 
nifi quod fuit,w uifum efl : quod hiftont prodidere om* 
neSyCT oculorum fcnfibus efl coprehenfumf Hanc tamen 
fcilicet colubram ualidifiimi corporis, %r prolixitaUs im 
menfe:aut fi nomen hoc fordidu ejtyanguem dicimus, fcr 
pentem nominitamus : aut fi quod aliud nobis ufws uoca* 
men obtulerit,aut ampliatio fermonis effinxcrit. fi cnim 
tepfit ut coluber,non pedibut feferens* neq^fuas fubex* 
plicans itiones y fed uentre nixm ac pettore:fi ex materU 
fbrmatus carnps longitudmem porrigebatur m lubricam: 
caputfihabuit atq; caudam y fi oblitafquamis tergafi m& 
cularum fuffettionfows uaria,fi os dentibushomdu, er 
dd infligcffkos inftruttu morfus:quid aliud poffumw>-> qu2 
generis eum dicere fuiffe terrenif quauisfuerit immanis 
tt nimiws y quiuis illum ab Kegulo exercitus ui cdtfum lon 
gitudme corpori* er roboris anteiret.Sedaliud nosre* 
mur,zr Ltbefacimus w defiruimm ueritate.Ergo uejim 
cfl explicarc quidnam ille fuerit^ucl cuius generis,nomU 
nvs^ qualitatvs cuim. Nam dews effe quipotuit,cu habc 
rtt ea>qwe diximus,qu<e dij babere no debentji cogitant 

dij 
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iyeffe,&-U0Cdmimhuiuseminentidm pofiidere. Tybe 
rmdm poftqudm ud mfuUm repfit,nuf \udm continuo dp 
pdruit:qud ex re numen fuiffc moftrdtur. Voffumm cnim 
fcire utrumne ifiic dliquod reifuerit dlicuius obfltculum, 
cuim fefe obiettu atq^ oppofltione protexit^n hidtus dli 
qidSydttt ex molibus intquditcr dggerdtis fucccffw quU 
dam,i& fbmces,mquos mtulitferdptim circumfcripto 
tuentium uifu f Quid enimfiflumen trdnfiliuit : quid ft 
tranfndUuitf:juid lifyhurum denfitdtibus fe deditfdrgp 
mentdtio pcetik e& cd re fuf)>icdri,deum iUum fuiffe fer 
pentc,$ db ocuhs fefe properdtd omni feftindtionefub* 
tr<xxit,cu dcum nb fuiffeedde rurfus pofiit drgumetdtio* 
ne monflrdri. Scd fi dcus pr&fcns dnguis iUe non fuit,cur 
pofx Ohm dduentu peftilctide uis fcdttd e)},ct populo fdlu* 
redditd RomdnofRcfvrimus et nos cotrkfi ex libris fit<t 
hluSy udtuty rcfaonfis inuitdri dd urbc deus AefcuUpius 
iuffus efl, ut db luis cotdgio morbisq^ pefidcntibus tutdm 
cdm mcolumeck pr<efldret,er uenit no dft>crndttts,ut dU 
citiSyColubrdru inforntdconuerfusxurtotiesRomd ciui 
tdjs mdli huius dffiittd eft miUibusfCum enim deus dccitu* 
« tn hoc effe dkdtur>ut omnvno omnes cdufas,quibus pefii 
lentid coflibdtur, duerteret:fequebdtur ut ciuitds intdttd 
effe deberetyfldtuq; d noxio immunis femper innocudif; 
prtfhri.Atqum uidemus(ut fuperius dittum cfl) fepentt 
mero hii morbis curfus cdm uitx hdbuiffe funcfiosmec di 
frendijs lcuibus effc populifrdttds debilitdtdsq; uirtutes* 
Vbi ergo Aefculdpius fiiit,ubi iUe promiffus ordculis ue* 
nerMtbusfCur tepld pofl coditd,fibiq; exjcdificdtd delu 
bra,diutius hdbere ppcffus efi bene meritas ciuitates lue, 

cum 
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cum in id cffet dccitus>ut et mdUs mcdcrctur infidntthis, 
ncc fincrct in futurum tdlc dliquid quod mctuerctur irre^ 
percfnififorte dliquis dicetmitiortbus cr cofequentibta 
fccults iccirco dci tdlis dcjutffe cufiodta,quod impijs um 
moribus cr improbdbtltbus uiucrctur.opcm uutcm cotu* 
liffemdioribus,quod innoxijfuerint,&- db omni fcclerii 
contdgionc dimoti. Quod rdttonc cu aliqud er dudirifor 
fitdn potuijfetyO- dici y fi dut tcporibus prifcis omnes ef* 
fcntufq;ddunumboni:dutfeqticntid tempord malosom 
nesgenerdrct&nuttddiuerfitdte difcretos. CuttcroreSi 
it4fit,ut in mdgnis popuUs,ndtionibus 7 quinimmo er m 
ciuitdtibuscunftis mixtum fithumdnugenusndturis,uo 
luntdtibus,moribus,tdmq; potuerint in prioribusfcculis y 
quhn in nouettis <ztdtibut boni (imul,mdliq; exijiere:fiul 
tum fdtis efl dicerc,propter mdUtids pofleros duxilid nu* 
mmumnomeruiffemortdles.Sienim propter mdtos fe* 
quentiumfeculorumboninofunt protefti tcmporu no* 
uettorum,w propter dntiquos mdlos boni <eque mdiorcs 
non debuerdnt merere bencuolcntidm numinu. S't/n pro* 
pter bonos prifcos mdli ctii coferudti funt prifci^ pro 
pter bonos minoresyoctds debuit fequens,quduis effet im* 
probdbiliSyprotegi. Aut ergo il frdftd dtc^ immmutd ui 
morbhdnguis itte pcrldtus fxmd coferudtoris dffumpfit, 
cum nihil omnino comoditdtis dttuliffct.dut fktdlid dicen 
dd funt cdrmmd multu uerk dberrduiffe prdtfdgijs, cu re 
tncdiudbhisddtunondeinceps cunftis,fedduxilio fuifs 
fc uni tdntu reperidtur <etdti. Scd er mdgnd(inquit)md* 
ter dccitd ex Vhrygio Pcfiinunte,iufiis confimilttcr udtu y 
fxlutdris populo er magndrum cdufdktitidrufuit.Udm 
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Cr diu potens hoftis db \tdlti poffefiione detrufus cfl, 
glorwfis iUujlribusq; utttorijs decws Urbis reStitutum eii 
priftim,cr impertjfinei longe Idtety porre&hw innu 
mcris gcnttbus,ciuitdtibus,popuUs Itbertdtis iut raptum 
eft,cr iugum feruitutis impofitumimulUc^ res dlitforis 
domicfc pcrfctt<t,incluttdbtltfirmitdtegcntis nomenjna 
iefldtemfy futtddrunt. Si uerum loquuntur htjtoridty neq ; 
uUds mferunt rcrum confcriptionibusfalfitdtes,dUdtu ex 
Vhrygid nihtl quidem dliud fcrtlitur miffum rege db At= 
Ltlo,ni(i Idpps quiddm non mdgnm, ferrt mxnu hominis 
finc uUd imprefiionequipoffctxobrisfuruUdtqi dtrUdn 
gulis prominentibus intqudiis : cr que omnes hodie tpfo 
iUo utdcmus in figno oris loco pofitu,indoldtum, v *fo 
rum>o- fimuldchrof&ciemmvntis expreffdm fimuldtio* 
ne pr&bente>Qirid crgo dtcemmtHdnntbdlem iUum Poc 
num,hofiem potentemdc udUdum,fub quo dnceps er du 
bid res Romdnd cotremutt^ mdgnttudo trepidduit, ld* 
pis ex Udltd dcpuimdpisfregitMpis fugdcem* dc ttmU 
dumfutq; effe dtfiimilem fccitfEt quod rurf *s extliuit dd 
Imperij columen^ regtum principdtum,nihtl confilijs 
dttum cfl,nibil hominu uiribus,nec dd rcditu fubltmitd* 
tis dntiqut tot tdntiscfc db ducibus quicqud cflfcientid mi 
litdri dut rerum experietid coUdtumfLdpis dlijs uires,d* 
lijs roboris infirmttdtededit.hosfecudis prcecipitduit db 
rebusidliorum extulit ttrdtds defperdtione fortunds f Et 
quis hominu creddt terrd fumptu Upidem fenfu dgitdbi* 
lem nuUofuliginei coloris atq^ dtricorpow,deumfutffc 
mdtrcmtdut quis rurfus dccipidt(hocenim folum refidt) 
nummis ulicuius hdbitdffe in filicis frdgmentis molefub* 

icttdm 
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icttam,ucnisq; in cius abftrufamfEt undc parta uittorid 
eft,fi pefimuntio laptdi nullum incrat numcn f Sedulitate 
poffumus dtccre,ac uirtutc pugnantiu,ufu,tcpore,confi* 
lio,ratione,fato etiam poffumus, w reaproca uarietatc 
fortunx. Sed fi auxilio lapidis res fitta ejt mclior,etfelix 
rccupcrata utttoria eft, ubtna mater Phrygia tcpore tUo 
futt,cu totytantisq; exercitib.ctfis inclinata e& rcs fum= 
nu, dd ul tim* labis periculu uenitfCur no mmacifor 
titcr fc obtulttfCur impetus titos bcUi nb priusfregit, ac 
rcpultt,pmmancsinciderentplagde,quibusomnis effun 
derdur Janguis,^ cxhauftts rueretuita ipfa penc uitali 
husfAductta cnim nondu,necfauorem fuerat ut comodd 
retrogata.Scdbonus auxiliatornunquam rogarifepo* 
fcit,ft>ontancafemperopitulatione fubuentcns. Eoflem 
pcUerc,ac fugarc non potuit, multo adhuc mari, tcrriscfc 
habitabtltbus difcrcta. Seddeo(fideus eft)longu mhil ont 
rivno cft,cui punttum terra eft,?j fub nutu omnia con&i 
tuta. Sed fucrit prtfcns, ut cxpofcitis credi, iUo ipfo nu* 
men in lapidcz? mortaltum qutfquam c&,quauis lUc fit 
crcdulus,w fiLctUimas aures quibuslibct ftttionibus prt* 
beat,qui cam iudtcct fwjfc,aut tcmporc tUo deam, aut ho 
die dtci appeUariq; deberefqu* modo htc appctat, modo 
iUa depofcat,fuos deferatfijlididtq; cultorcs:prouincijs 
ab humiliortb.migrct, potctioribus populis, dttiortbuscfc 
fe iungat. Verum bcUicas res amat,interq; cffe dcfiderat 
pugnis,c<zdtbus,mortalitattbus,ct cruori. Si deoru eft pro 
prium(fi modo funtueri,w quos deccatnucupariuiuo* 
cti iftius,w potctia numinis)nihtlfkcere malittofe, nihil 
iniufte 7 hominibus<fc fc cuttis una er pariligrutia fineul 
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b mcfowttoe pr£bere:gencris em fuiffie diumi quifiqux 
ne hominum creddt,dut hdbuiffic tquitdtem dys digrum, 
qufhumdnisfiefie dificordijs vnfiercns,dlioru opcsfregit* 
dvjs fe pr£buit,exhibuitty fiutricemMberUte his <xb\]u* 
Utydlios dd columen domtmtionis erexit: qu<c ut unx ciui 
tds emineret m humdnigcncris perniciem ntf<t orbe fiub* 
iugduit vnnoxium. 

ARNOBII DISPVTA- 

tionum dducrfus Gentcs Libcr ottduus. 

C?Cp5E?p OGITANTI mihi,zrcumdni* 
f^^^^h momeo Ottduijbonio-fidclifiimicontu* 
K wESm berndis memoridm recenficnti,tintd dulce 
do y et dfjvttio hommis inhtfit,ut ipfe quo^ 
dmodo mihi uiderer m prtteritd rcdire y no ed qu& idm 
trdnfdttd er decurfd funt recordattoe reuocdre. \td cius 
contempldtio,qudntu fubtrdttd efloculis y tdntupettori 
tneoydc pcne mtimis fenfib. implicdtd cfi. Nec immerito 
difcedesuir eximius,et fdnttusjmmefum fuidefideriu no 
bis rcliquiUutpote cu et ipfe Uto nofirifcmper dmorc fia 
grduerityUt cr m ludicris,et fierijs>pdri mccu uolutdte co 
cmeret:edde uellet,uel noUet:crcderes uni mentc m duo* 
busfuiffe diuifitm. Sic folus in dmoribus conf :ius ipfiejo* 
cius m erroribus:o' cum difcuffix cdligine de tencbrdrum 
profundo in luce fitpienti<e,vr ueritdtis cmcrgerejto rc* 
ftuit comitejed qfejtgloriofius prxcurritAtdq^ cu p u* 
niuerfidm couittus noftri, et fkmilidritdtis ttdtc medco* 
gitdtio uoluereturjn 1U0 prtcipue fiermoe eius metUme<t 
rcfcdit mtitio>quo CmiUh fupflitiofis mnitdtib.ctidnum 

mht* 
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hibtfrenteydifcutdtioncgrduifiimd ad ucrdmKeligione 
reformduit.Ndm negocij^ uifendi mei grdtid Komdnt 
contendcrdtjrelittd domo 9 coiuge,liberis,vr quod eft itt 
libcris <oridbilius,ddhuc dnnis innocetibus,ct ddhuc dimi 
didtd uerbd tentdntibus,loqucUm ipfo offenfdntis UngUdS 
f-dgmine dulciore. Qup in dduentu cius non poffum ex* 
primere fermonibus,qu<tnto,qudq; impdtientigdudio ex 
ultduerimxu dugeret mdximc Utitid mcd dmicifiimi bo* 
minis inopindtd pr<efcntU. \gitur pofi unum er dlterum 
diem,cu Um cr duiditdtem defiderijfrequcns dfiiduitdtis 
ufus mtpleffcf.o- quc per dbfentu mutuam de nobis nc= 
fciebdmus,reldtione dlternd copcriffcmus,pUcuit Hofli- 
am petere dmccnifiinum ciuititc>quod cffct corpori mco 
ficcdndis humoribus dc mdrinis Uudcris bUndd er ^ppo 
fitd curdtio.fxne cr dd uindcmUm feri£ iudicUrum cu* 
Ydm reUxduerdnt. ndm id temporis poft tftiudm diem in 
temperiem femet dutumnitdt dirigebdt.iuq; cum dilucu^ 
h dd mdrc indmbuUndo litori pcrgeremus, ut er dur<t 
djpirdslenitermembrduegetdret,zr cucximU uoluptd 
temolli ue&igio ccdens drend fubfidcret,C<ecilius fimuU 
chro Serdpidis dcnotdto (ut uulgus fuperflitiofus folet) 
vidnum ori ddmouens,ofculum Ubijs prcfiit.Tunc 0(1 d= 
uius dit:Non boni uiri efl Mdrce frdtcr,homine domi /5- 
risq; Uteri tuo inh<ercntcm,fic in hdc imperiti<e uulgdris 
c£citdte deferere:ut tdm luculcnto die in Upides eum pd= 
tidris impingcrc, effigidtos cr tmttos, er corond- 
tos:cum fcidt huius erroris non mmorc dd te q dd ipfum 
infdmUm rcdunddrc.Cu hoc fcrmonccius mcdiu frdciu 

tiuitdtis emenji 3 Um liberum litus tcncbdmus. ibi drents 
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txthn^uelut fterneret dmbuLcro y pcrfundcns lenfc un* 
da tcndcbdt:c? ut fmpcr mirc ctiam pofitis fldtibus in= 
quietum eft y etfi non cdttis frumojisq; fluttibus exibdt dd 
terrdmMmen criftis torofisq;.\bidcm crroribus delcttd 
ti pcrqui fumus, cum in ipfo tquoris iiminc pLntev: tin* • 
gueremus,quod uicijlim nuc ddpulfum noflris pcdibus d 
ludcrct fluttur.nunc reLbens,dc uefhgid rctrdhcs, in fcfe 
reforberct. Senfim itdq; trdnquiUcq; progrcfii, ordm cur 
ui motliter litorisjter fibulisfiUctibus lcgcbdtnus. H<e fi 
buU crdntottduijdtffcrcntis dc ttduigdtione ndrrdtio. 
Sed ubi eundifydcm fdtis iu&um cu fermonc confumpfi? 
tnusxdndc emcnfi uidm rurfus uerfis ucftigijf tercbdmus* 
Et cum dd id loci ucntu cft,ubifubduttjc muicuk fubftrx 
. tis roboribus,d terrend Lbc fujpefa quiefccbdf.pueros ui 
dcmuscertdtimgeltientcs,tcftdru in mdre idcuLtionibut 
ludere:is lufuseft te&dtn terctcm idttdtionc fluttuu lcui^ 
gdtdtn legere de litore,edm teftdtn pLno fitu digitis com 
prehenfdmjnclinem ipfum dtq;humilcmyqudntu potcft . 
tmdds irrotdre.ut iUud idculum ucl dorfum mdrisrdderet y 
uclendtdrct,dum lcni impctu Lbitur.ucl fummis fluttib, 
tonfts cmkdrct>emcrgcrct> duttt dftiduo faltu fublcudtur. 
is fe m pucris uittoran ferebdt,cuius tcftd er procurre* 
rct longius, o frcquentius refiliret. Igitur cu omncs hdc 
fycttdculi uoluptdte cdperemur, CtciUus mhil intcderc, 
ncq; dc contentione ridercfcd tdcens,dnxiM,fegrcgdtus 
dolore,ncfcio quid uultu fktcbdtur.Cui ego,qd hoc cjt rcif 
cur non dgnofco Cmfi dLcritdtc tudm lUdmfcr iUdtn c* 
culoru etidm in ferijs hildritdtcm rcquirof Tum iUe, um 
x Audum mc ottduij noftri dcriter dngit^ rcmordct oni 
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tio:qud in tc inuettm obiurgauit negligcnti^ ut me difir* 
muUntcr grauiut drgueret infcictite.ltdq; progrediar ul 
tcrw>de toto er integro mihi cu Ottauto rcs eft. Si pla* 
cctyUt ipfius fctt& homo cu co dift>utem y idm profetto vn* 
tcUigct ficilius cffc in cotubernalibus difrutare q confcre 
re fdpicnti^mcdo m iftvs dd tutclm balneuruiattis, cr 
in altum procurrentib.pctraru obicibus refidamus y ut er 
rcquicfcercdcitinerepofiimut> & intctius difrutdre. Et 
« cum ditto ciiti dffedimus:itd ut me ex tribus mcdium Ute 
rvs ambitione protegercnt.nec hoc obfcquij fuit aut ordim 
tuSyMit honoris,quippe cu amicitu pares femper aut ace 
cipiat aut fkciat:fcd ut drbiter,cr utrifq; proximus dures 
ddrem,zr difceptates ditos medim fegrcgdre. tum fic C<t 
cilius cxorfus cji:QjidnqudtibiMdrcefrdter y dequo cu 
waxime qu<erimus no fit ambiguu.utpotc cu ddigeter in 
utrcty uiucdigenercuerfdtusrepudidmalteru, alterum 
coprobdris:impr<tfcntidru tamen itd tibi tnformadus efh 
animus y ut hbra teneas <equifiimi iudicisjiec i/n dltcra pdr 
tcm propcfus incubdtme no tam ex nojtris dfyutatioibui 
natd fentcntid,q cx tuis fenfibw proldtd uidedtur.proin 
<de fi mihi qudfi nouus dltquis quafi ignarus pdrtis u* 
'triufq; confiddf,nuUum ncgociu eli patefhccrc, omnia in 
' rcbus humanis dubid,inccrtd>ful]?enfd y mdgisq; omnid ue 
rifimilid y qubn uera. Quo magismiru cft y nonuUos ttdio 
inucftigddx pcnitus ueritdtis cuilibet opimoi tcmere fuc 
x cumbe)-c:qium in cxplorando pertmaci diligentid perfe* 
'uerdre.ltaq; indigndnduomnibus y indolefcendueft y audi 
rc quofdam>z? hoc (ludioru rudes y litcrdrum profdnof, 
expertes artium ctitm fordiddru ? certHmaliquidde fum 



GBNTfiS %fW. V>IIt *<H 

' fhd rerum,dc mdiefidtc deccrncrc y de qua tot cmnibusfc* 
tulis feftdrum plurimdru ufq; ddhuc ipfit philofopkid dt 
libcrdtmcc immcritoy cum tantii abfit ab cxplorationc di 
uina humana mediocriUs,ut ncq; y qu£ fupra nos calo fu 
fycnfdfublatdfitnt 0 ncq;qu£infraterram profundd de* 
incrfd fhntydut fcircfit datum y aut fcitdri permiffum y aut 
fcrutdri religiofum:bcatifati6 y fatisq; prudentcs iurc ui* 
deamur^fi fecundum iUuductus fxpientis ordculutn, nof* 
mctipfos fdhtilidrM nouerimus. Scd quatenw indulgcn* 
tes i/nfdno dtq; inepto labori ultra humilitatis noflr<e tcr* 
tnincs cudgamur^ m tcrram proictti calum ipfum gr 
ipfd fydetd duddci cupiditatc trdnfcedimus y uel hunc crro 
rem fdltefn non uanis cr formidolofts opiniombus impii 
cdmus:fint prhtcipid cmniu fcmind ndtura in fe coeuntv 
dcnfata:quis hicduttordcusfSint fortuitis concUrfiom* 
hm totius mundi mcbra coalitd y digejh,formatd:quis dc* 
us mdchindtorfSyderd licet ignis acccndcrit, coclu li* 
cet fud mdtcria fuft>enderit:licet tcrra fundauerit pondd* 
rc y er mare licct infiuxcrit c liquorc y undc h<tc religio* 
mdefbrtnido y qUit fupcrfiitio efifHomoyCt animal omnc 
quod ndfcitur y infbiratur y atto\litur y c\cmcntoru id uolun 
tarid ccncretio e(i:in qu<e rurfum homo y o* dnimd orr.nc 
diuiditur y foluitur y difiipatur.itd infontcrefiuut^ in ft 
tnctomniarcuoluutur y nuUo artificc y nec iudicc y nccautto 
te y fic cogrcgdtis igniu fcmhtib. folcs d\ios y dtq; alios fctrt 
perjpledercfic cxhdldtis tcrrx udporib.nebuldt fcmper 
adolcfccrc:quibtis denfatis coattitq; nubcs altius furgere: 
ijfdcm Ubatibus pluuids fiucre:flarc uetos:grandtncs i n* 
crepdre:uelnimbk coUiditibustQnitrud mugircrutH^c 
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fulgurdfulmind pr<anicdre:ddeo pdfiim cddunt, montes 
irruunt 7 drboribws incurrunt:fine delcftu tdngut locd p« 
crd^v profdndibomines noxios ftriut>vr fepe religio* 
fos. Qutd tempcftdtcs loquar Udridt,& incertds f quibus 
nulbordine>uclcxdmincrerucmnium impetus uolutd* 
tur,\n ndufrdgijs bonoru,mdloruq* frXd mixtdjneritd co 
fufhin inccdijs interitum couenireinfontiu,nocentiuq;, 
C7,c«m tabe pcftiferd cali trdftus inficiturjfine difcri- 
minc omnes deperirc:^ cum bcUi drdore feuitur^melio^ 
res potius occubcre. \n pdce etidm non tdntu aqtutur ne* 
quitia melioribuSyfcd £r colitur:ut in pluribus nefcidsjie 
trumfiteorudctefldndd prdyitdt, dn optdndd felicitds. 
Quod fi mundus diuind prouideritid,o- dlicuius numinis 
auftoritdtc rcgcrctur,nunq mereretur VbdUris* Dio 
nyjius regnu:nuquam Rutilius er CdmiUus cxilifhnunq. 
Socrdtes ucncnti. Eccedrbu[ldfrugifird,ecceidfcges cd 
ndjzm temuletd umdemid>imbri corrupitur,gfddine ct 
dituriddeo dut incertd nobis ueritds occultdtur^ premi 
tur:dut,qd'mdgiscredcndu eft,udri]s wlubrick cdfibws y 
folutd legibui fortund domimtur.Cum igitur dutfortuna 
certdydut incertd ndturd fit,qudto uencrdbiliusdc melius, 
dntifrites ucritdtis mdioru cxcipere difciplind:reIigiones 
trdditdt colere,deos>quos d pdrcntibus dntc imbutus cxi* 
frimere qukm cognoffefdmdidriM ddordre, nec de nvmi 
tiibusfenefentcntu,fedprioribttscrederc:qui ddbucru 
difeculo In ipfis mundi ndtdlibWmcruerunt deos ucl fu 
cilcs bdbwe uel regcs. \nde ddeo p uniuerfx imperidypro^ 
uincidSyOppiddy uidcmws fingulos ftcroru ritut gentilcs 
hdbcre,ty deos colere municipcs^ut cleufxnios Ccrcrenfj 
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ThrygM Mignd mdtrcm£pid.xurios Aefculdpium,ChA 
dxos Belum,Ajldrtcn Syros,Didn* Tduros y Gullos Mcr* 
curium,uniucrfd Romdnos. Siceorum potcftis, cr *"tto 
ritds totius orbis dmbitus occupduitfic imperium fuu uU 
trd folis uids, v ipfim Occdnilimites propdgdv.it, dnnt 
txerccnt in drmis uirtutem rcligiofdm, dum urbe muni* 
unt fdcrorumrcligiombusycdfiis uirginibus, multis hono 
rihtf dcnominibus fdcerdotucdum obfcfii, cr citrd folu, 
cdpitoliu cdpti,colunt deos,quos dlius idmfrrcuiffct ird* 
tos,cr per GdUorum dciesmirdntiu fuperftitionis dudd* 
cidmpcrgunt teUsinermes,fcdcultu rcligionis drman: 
dum cdptisinhoflilibusmocmbws ddhuc fcrocicnte uitto 

. rid numind idttd ucnerdtur.du undiq; hofcites deos qu<e* 
runt, er fuos faciuntidum drds extruut,ctum iytotii nu 
minibus,zr mdnibus.Sic dum uniucrfxru gcntium fxcrd 
fufcipiunt,etidm regnd mcrua-ut. Uic perpctuus uenerd* 
tionis tcnor mdtifit, qui longd <etdte non infringitur, fed 
dugetur.quippe dntiquitds c£rimonijsdtq;fanis tdntum 
fdnttitdtis tribucreconfucuit,qudntum ddflruxcrit uetu* 
Sldtis.Nec tdme temerc(dufim cnim intcrimcr ipfe con 
ccdcrCiO* fic melius errdre)mdiorcs nofiri,dut obfcruM 
Hsdugurijs,dUtextiscofulcndis,dut injlitucndis fdcris, 

• dut ddubris dedicdndis opcrdm nduducrut. Spettd dc 
bris mcmoridMm cos dcprchendes initidffe ritus omniti 
rcligionum,uel ut remunerdretur diuinx indulgentid,ucl 
ut ducrteretur immincns ird,dut ut idm tumens wfeuie* 
phcdrctur.Tcfiis mdterdcum,qu£ dductu fuo probx 
uit mdtront cd&itdtcnuo- urbem mctu hoflili libcrduit. 
Tcflcs equcjlriimfrdtriftnlmificut oflcnderdnt ftdtti* 
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confccrdtey qui dnhcliy frumdtitibu* equisdtq^fumdntlm 
bus de Perfe uiftoridm eadcm die qud fecerit nuncidue*. 
runt. Tcflis ludorum offenfo loue de fomnio plcbci homi 
nis iterdtio:cr Deciorum deuotio rdtd tcflis ejl: tcflis er 
Curtius,quiequttisfuiuelmolcucl honorchidtum pro* 
funcLc uordginis cotequduit.frequcntius etidm qukm uole 
bdmus dcorum prtfentum cotemptd dufyicid contefldt4 
funt. Sic Allid nomcn infiuflum,ftc Cldudij er \unij, nott 
prtliutn in Panosfedferdlc ndufrdgiu cfl. Et ut Tbrdfi* 
menus Kontdnorum fdnguine er mdior effct cr decolor 9 
ffreuit dugurid fUminius:et ut Pdrthosfignd repetdmus* 
dirccrum imprccdtioncs Crdffus er mcruit & irrifit. O* 
mitto uetcrd qu£multd funt^ dcdcorum ttdtdlibus, do 
tusyfnuneribusynegligo cdrmind poeUruprtdiftd etidtn 
deotdcuUs fitd trdttfilio,ne uobis dntiquitds nimiu fibu* 
lofd'uideatur:'mtcnde tcpUs y dcdclubris deoruycmibm Ro 
mand ciuitds er protcgitur er orndturjndgis junt dugu 
fld numinibus incoUs,pr<efcntibus,inquiUnis,q cultu mfi 
gnid & vtuncribus opulentd. indeadeo pleni, er mixti 
dco Udtcs futurd prxcerputyddnt cdutcUm periculisjnoY 
bis mcdcldtthfrem dfjiittiSyCpem miferis,foUtiu cdUtnU 
tdtibuSyUboribus lcudmentu:etidm per quicte dcos uide* 
mus,*udimM,dgnofcimM>quGS impieperdie negdmus* 
uioUmutypcierdmM.ltdqi cum omniii gentiu dc dijs im* 
mortdUbM>quws incertd fit ucl rdtio,uel origo, mdncdt 
tamcn firmdc5fcnfio,ncminemfero tdntd duddctd, td'q; 
irrekgicfit ncfcio qud prudctid tumcfcentc y qui hdnc rcli 
gione tdm uetufldm, tdm uhlem, tam fdlubrc dijfoUerc, 
<ut mfirmdrc nitdtur, Sic \kct ifle Tbeodom Cyrenm, 
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nel cfui pridr Bidgordt Mcliutycui Atheon co?nomcn dp 
pofuit dntiquitd*,qui utcrq^ nullos dcos dffcuerldo, timo 
rem omnem,quo bummtM regitur,ucncrdtioncq; pcni* 
tus fufluleruntmunqudUmm tnhdc impietdtis difcipli* 
ndftmiddt£phibfophUnomine,dtc{; dudoriute potte* 
bunt. Cu Abderitem Protdgordm Atheniefcs uiri,cofultc 
potius q prophdnc dfyutdntc et expulerint fuis finibus, 
er in cocione cius fcripta douferint:quid hom'mcs(fuflU 
nebitis cnim mc impctu fufcepU dftioni» liberius excren 
tem)homincs inqul deplordtte,mdin<xt<e,dc defrcrdtt fi 
ttionii grdffdri m deos no mgcmifcendu efi, qui de ultU 
tnd f&cc coUettis imperitioribus,^ mulicrib. crcdulis fe: 
xmfuijkilitdtehbetibusyplebcm profan* coturdtionis 
mfiituut:qu£no(turnii cogregdtiontbus, rjr iciunijsfo* 
Unmbus.cr inhumdnis cibis,no fdcro quoddfcd piacub 
faderdturMcbroft w lucifugdxndtiojn publico mu* 
tdyin dngulis gdrruUutepld ut bufh deft>iciui:deos dcftu* 
unUridh fdcrd,miferitur miferi(ftfds efl) fdcerdotu ho 
norcs,cr purpurdt deftkiut ipftfem'mudi,pro mirdfiul 
titid et mcredibili duddcid fcernut tormctd pr*fcntid,dii 
mcertd metuut et futurd,ar du mori poftmortc timcnt* 
Interim mori no timet.itdiUis tiduor ct fattdx jf>esfoldtio 
rcdtuiuo bldnditur.Ac idm utfctcudw ncquiord proue* 
niutyferpctibws in dtcs pcrditis mortb.pcr uniuerfum or- 
bemfdcrdrid ifk tcterrimd impifi coitiois ddclcfcut.erue 
dd prorfus h<tc,et execridd cofcnfio.ocultis fe notis ct m 
ftgnib.nofcut,et dmxt mutub pcnc anteqnouerint:pdfiim 
ctii inter eos uelut qutdd libidinu religio mifcctur.dcfc 
pr(knifcuedppcUdtfrdtrcs,<zr fororcs,ut etii no infolhs 
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flupru intercefiioe fitcrinominisfidtinceftu. itdcoruuf 
ftacrdemens fuperftitio fcelerib.gloridtur.Nec de ipfis, 
nijifubfifterctueritds mdximd^ udrid er bonore pr& 
fanddfdgdxfdmd bqueretur.Audio cos turpifiim* pcca 
discdputdfiniconfecrdtumeptd nefcioqud perfudfione 
uenerdrudignd ntid rcligio tdlibus moribtts:dlij eos fc 
rut ipfius dntiftitis dc ftcerdotis colerc gcnitdlid,et qudfi 
pdrentisfuiddordrendturd.nefcio <m fklfd,certeoccuU 
tis dc notturnis fxcris dppofitd fuft>itio:er bomine fum* 
mofupplicio pro fkcinore punitum,w crucis lignd fkrd* 
lid eoru ctrimonid4 fbbuldtur,cogruentid perditis fcelc* 
rdtisq; tribuit dltdrid.ut id coknt quod merentur. Idm de 
InitUndis tiruculis fkbuU tdm detc&dndd qukm noU eft. 
mjinsfhrrecontettus,ut dccipidtincdutosy dpponiturci 
quifdcris imbudtur. is infkns d tiruculo firris fuperficic 
qudfidd Vnnoxios ittys prouocdto c&cvs occulttsq; mdnc- 
nbus occiditur:buius(pro nefds) fitienter fdnguine Um* 
bunt:huius ccrtdtim membrd dtfyertiunt.hdc fccderdntur 
hofticuhdc cofcientid fceleris dd filentiu mutuu pignerdn 
tur.h<tc fdcrd fdcnlegijs omnibus tetriord. Et de conuiuio 
notum c8,pdfiim omnes loquuntur, id etiZ Cirtenfis nos 
ftri teftdtur ordtio:dd epulds folenni die coeunt,cu omnU 
bus Uberis,fororibus,mdtribu6>fexus omnis homincs^ 
omnis <etdtis. iUic poft multds epulds,ubi conuiuiu cdluit 9 
et inccft<e libidinis ebrietdtc feruor cxdrfit,cdnis,qui cdtt 
dcUbro ncxus eft,Uttu offuU ultrd f^xtiu lme£ qud uin 
ttus eft dd impetum er faltu prouocdtur.fic eucrfo er ex 
tintto cofcio luminc impudcntib.tenebris nexus infind& 
cupiditdtis inuolmtnt per mcertu fortis^ fi non omnes 
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pperayconfcicntia tamen pdriter inccfti. quoniauotouni 
Uerforum dppetitur,quicquid dccidere potejt in dttu fin* 
guloruMulta pr&tereo confulto.nam v h*c nimis mul 
U funt,qu<e aut omnia, dut pleraq; ommu uerd declardt 
ipfiusprdwe religionis obfcuritas. cur etenim occultdrc 
erabfconderequicquidilludcolut magnopere nituturf 
cu honeftd femperpubltcogdudednt,fcclcrd fecretd ftntf 
cur nuUas dras habctjcmpld nuUd,nuUa notd fimuldcra, 
niiqudm pdldmloqui,nuquam Ubere cogrcgari?nifi lUud 
quod colunt,o* interprimut.aut punicndum eft,dut pu= 
dcndu)nfvndedutc,uelquis ille,dut ubideusunicus, foli 
tdrius,deftitutus:quenongcns libera>no rcgna>non fxltc 
Komanx fuperftitio nouerutfiudtoru fold et mifera gen 
tilitas unu cr ipfi dcumfed palumfed temptis,dris,uitti 
mis,c<erimonij$q; colucruntxuius ddeo nuUd uis, nec po* 
teftds eftyUt fit Romanit hominibus cu fud fibi ndtione ca 
ptiuus. At etia Chriftidni qu^nam moftra, qu£ portcnta 
cofinguntfdeu iUum fuii qucmnecoftcndere pojfunt,nec 
uidere,in omniu mores,dttus omnium, ucrbd deniq;, cr 
vccultas cogitdtiones diligitcr inquirercdifcurrentcfci* 
licet,dtq; ubiq; prtfcntemwolcftu illum uolunt, inquic* 
tum, impudenter etidm curiofum.fiquide aftdt fkttis om* 
nibusjocis omnib. intererrat : cum nec fingulis infcridre 
pofiit per uniuerfd dijtrittus y nec uniuerfisfufficcre in fitt 
gulis occupdtus. Quid quod toto orbi y er ipfi mudo cunt 
fyderibus fuis minantur incendtu,ruinam moliutur, qua 
fi dut ndturte diukis lcgibus coStitutus <eternus ordo tur- 
betur : aut rupto clementoru omniumfocdere &ccdcfti 
cbpage diuifa 3 moles ijta, qua cotinetur cr cingitur, fub* 
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rUdlur. Nrc hxc furiofd opinionc contcnti dniles fkbulxt 
ddHruut cr dnncttut.rcndfctfeferut pofl mortcm,zr ci 
nerts er fiuiUd*:& ncfcio qud fiducid meddcijs fuis inui 
cemcredunt.putes eos idm reutxiffe.xnceps mxlti &- gc= 
irimd dcmcntidxcelo et dfiri/s qutfic rclinquimut y ut inue 
nimuSyinteritu denuncidrcifibt mortuis extin&is, qut /z* 
cut ndfcimur er interimus y £ternitJtc rcpromittcre. In* 
de uidcltcct er execritur rogoSyty dxmnit igniti fepuU 
turdt. qudfi no omne corputycr fi flimis fubtrdhdtur y xtt 
nis txmcn cj ttxtibus in terra refoluxtunnec intcrfit y u* 
trum fcrt diripidnt,dn mdrid confumdntixn humus cote 
gxtydnfi immx fubducxtxucxdxucrib.omnis fepulturd y (l 
fenttut,pocnd ftt:fi non fenttut y ipfx conficicndi celeritd* 
te medicind. Hoc errore dcccpti bedtdm fibi,ut bonvs, er 
perpetem uiti mortuis polliccturx<eteris y ut iniuftis, pce 
ndmfmpiterni.Multdddhdecfuppetutnifcflinct ord* 
tio,iniuflos ipfos mxgismcc IdboroMm docui : quiquxm 
W ji iuftos ddrem, culpi tdmen ucl innoccntii fkto tri* 
bui fentctijs plurimoru, ctii uejird cofcnfio efi. nxm quic 
duid dgtmus,ut dlij fkto y itd uos dcQ y dddicttis.fic fetttue 
ftr£ no frotdneos cupere y fed eleftos.lgitur iniquu iudi* 
eemfingitis y quiforteinhominib. punidt y no uoluntdtc. 
VeUcm tdme fcifcitdri y utrumnc cu corporibuSy^j corpo 
ribus qbus y ipfisne y dn innoudtis furgdtur.fine corporef 
finc corporc hoc y quod fcii y neq; mcs y ncq; dnimxyncc uU 
td efl. ipfo corporcffcd ixm dntc dildpfum efl. dlio corpo 
refergo homo noum ndfcitur y no prior iUe repdrdtur. e?' 
tdmen tdntd oetds dbijt y feculd tnnutncrd fiuxeruty quis u* 
hus uUusxb mljervs uel Protcfibu fprte rcmeduit honri 
• v fdltem 
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ftlte pmifjb comedtu.uel ut cxcplo crcdcrcmus t Omnti 
ifhfignetci malc fint opimoniSy er incptd foldtix d poc 
Us jiOjcib. m dulccdinc cdrmmis luft k uobis nimium crc 
didii i n dcu ueftru turpitcr reformdtd funt. ncc ftltcm dc 
prjefcntibxapim experimentu,q uos trritepoilicitdtio* 
nis afji uotd dccipicit. qd pof} morte impendcdt, mifcri 
dum ddlnic uiuitis efiimdte. cccc pdrs ucftru mdior cr 
mclior ut dictt^cgctUydlgetiSyOpcreyfdmcMbordtis. er 
de us pdtitur>difsimuldt. no uult,dut no potcft opituldri fu 
is.itd dut initdlidutidut iniquus eji.tu q imortdlitdtc poft 
humi fomntdSyCu querquero qudterts,cu febribus urcris y 
cu dolorcLtcerdris y no tum conditione tui fcntisfno tum 
agnofcis frdgilitdtefmuitus mifer mfirmitdtis drgueris* 
yecfiiterisfSed omitto comunu.ecce uobis min£,fuppli± 
cidytormctdyct Lm no ddorud* fed fubeudje cruces.igncs 
ctidjquos ct prfdiaiM ct ttmetts.ubi dcus fllc quifubucni 
rereuiuifcetib.potcftyuiucttbusnopotcfif Romdni 
fincueftro dco impdnt,regndt 9 fruuturorbe toto>ucftru]; 
donimdturfuos uero fufyefi interim dtq; foliciti honcslis 
uoluptdtib. dbft'metis:no freftdculd uifittf>nopopif inter 
eftisxouiuid publicddbfq; uobis:fdcrdcertdmind 9 pr*cer 
ptos c&os,et dclibdtos dltdrib.potus dbhorrctis. Sic refvr 
middtisdcosyquosnegdtis.no fiortbxdput ncttitismocor 
pM odortb.honcftdtis:refcrudtis unguctd funcrtbusxoro 
nto etii fepukhris denegdtis > pdUtdi,trepidt,mifcricordi& 
digniyfed noftroru deoru. itd ncc refurgttis mifcri,nec itc 
rimuiuitis.Proidcfiqd fdpictituobvSydUt uerccuditeft* 
definitc cccli pldgdA^ mudifktd ct fccrctd rimdriyfdtis 
cftf pedib.dfricere^mdximc mdottts>impoluis,rudibus p 
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Mgrcftibus.quibus non cfl ddtum intelligereciuilid,multo 
mdgis dcnegdtu cft differprc diuind. QUdnqud ji philofo 
pk.mdi libido eft,Soardtc fxpicntt<e prtncipem, quifquis 
Mcftru tdntm eftfi potuerit imitetur. cius uiri,quoties dc 
ccclcftibus rogdbdtur,notd rejponfio cft.quod fuprd nos* 
nihilddnos.meritoergodeordculo tcftimonuwi mcruit 
prudctioe finguldris, quod ordcuium idcm ipfe prtfcnfit, 
iccirco uniucrfis fe pr<epofitu:no quod omnid copertffct, 
fcd quod nihd fe fcire didiaffet:itd cofeffx impittifum*. 
mx prudentid eft.Uocfonte dcfluxit ArcefiU, & multo 
poft Cdrneddis er Actdemicoru plurimorum m fummis 
qufjiiombus tutd dubitdtio,quo gcttere phtlofophdri^ 
cdute mdo(lipoffunt,cr doitigloriofe.Quid SimomMs 
t&elici nonne ddmiridd omnibus er fcftdndd cuddtioS 
qia Simonides cu de eo*quid,w qudlcs arbitrdrctur dcos 
d> Uieronc tyrdnno quxreretur, primo dcliberdtioni dU 
em petijt:poRridie biduu prorogduitjnox dltcrum tdtt* 
tum ddmonitus ddiunxtt.poftrano cu ctufa tdnt£ mor<t 
tyrdnnut \nquircret>rcff>odit Mc,quod fibi qudnto inqui 
fitio tdrdior pergcrctjdnto ucritdt fieret obfcurior.Mes 
quoq; opinione,qu<£ funt dubid>ut funU rclinqucdd funt: 
ncc tot dc tdntis uiris dchbcritibus tcmere er dudacitcr 
m dlteri partem fircndd fententid cft^ne dttt dmlis indu* 
cdturfuperftitioydutomnUrcligio dcftrudtur. SicCtci* 
lius,W renidcns:ndm indignditdis eius tumorem cffufte 
ordtionis impctus rcldxdUcrdt.Et quid ad h<ec(dit)dudet 
Oftduimhcmo pldutin<e proftpi^ut piftoru pr<ecipuus, 
itd poftrcmus philofophorufPdrcejnqudmjn cupldude 
re:ne<fc cnim prius exultdre tedignu eft concmnitdte fer 
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tnonis,quam utrinq^pleniusfuerit pcrordtum,mdxime 
tumnon Ludt,fcd ucritati difceptatioue&rdnitatur.Et 
quanqui magnum Inmodum mc fubtili uarietatc tua de* 
lcttaritordtiojamcnaltius moucor,nonde pr&fenti 4* 
&ionc?fed dc totogencrc diftutidi:quod plcruq; pro dif 
fcrcntium uiribut,w ehquctU potcttate^tii perfcicu* 
ucritdtis conditio mutcturAd accidere pcrnotu eft audito 
rum fdcilitdte,qui dum uerboru lcnocmio drerum intcn* 
tiombM dUocintur,finc dclcttu affcntiutur dittis omni* 
bws:ncc k rcttis falfd feccrnut> ncfcicntcs incffic cr incre 
dibili ucrum,o- in uerifimdi menddciu. \tdcfc quo fiepim 
dffeucrdtionibus credunt,eofrequctiut d pcritioribus dr* 
guunturfic afiiduc temeritatc decepti>culpa iudicis trafi: 
firunt ddinccrti qucrchm.ut damnatis cmnibusmdtmt 
uniucrfi fuft>cdere,quam dc fiUdcibus iudicare. Igitur no 
bisprouidcdumcjUncodioidcntidcm fcrmonu omnw.m 
Uborcmur.itd ut in cxccrdtionc^ odium hominum ple 
riq;fimpliciorcs cffcratur. Nam incdutc crcduli circuue- 
niunturdb his,quos bonosputdUerut:moxerrore cofmi 
li iam fufcettis cmnibu^ut improbos metuunt, ctia quos 
optimosfentirepotuerunt. Nosproindefoticiti, quodu* 
trinq; omni ncgociodifferdturi&exdlterd partc ple* 
runq; obfcurd fit ucrit^ex dltero latcrc mird fubtilitds, 
qu£ nonnunquam ubcrtate dicendi,fidcm cofcffie probd* 
tionis imitctui':diligcnter,quantu poteftfingula pondc* 
rcmmjit argutm quidcm huddre>cd ucro qii£ rcttd funt 
sligcre>probarc,fufcipere pofiimut.Deccdis (inquit Gf* 
alms)officio iudicis religiofi:ndm pcriniuriu cfi y uires te 
dttionis me<e intergrcffu grduifiimt difeutationis infiin 
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gere >cum Oftduius intcgrd,et itlibdtd habedt finguU. Si 
potefl refutdri id quod criminirisjnqumjn communc, 
nifijiUor^copendium protult,ut cxdmmc fcrupulofo no 
fh'dm fententid non eloquenti<e tumorefcd rcrum ipftru 
fotiditdtc libranus:ncc auocada 9 quod quereris y diuttus in 
tcntio y cum toto filcntid liccdt reftonfione Unudrij noflri 
im gcfiientis dudire. er Oftautus:Dicam cquidcm^ut po 
tero,pro uiribus:cr adnitcndu ttbi mecum efl,utcouitio* 
rum dmdrifiimam Idbcm uerborum uerdcium luminc dt* 
ludmus. ncc difiimultbo principio itd Ndtalti mci erran± 
tcm,udgdm,lubricdm nutdffefententtd.ut fit nobis dmbi 
gendum,utru fud eruditio turbdtd fit y an uaciUauerit per 
errorcm:ndm mterim deos crcdcrc y interim fcdcltbcrdre 
tktriduit,ut propofitionis inccrto y certior refrbfionis tto* 
flr<e intcntio funddretur. Sed in Ndtdlimeo uerfutiam no 
lo,non crcdo y procul e& db eius fimplicitdte fubttlis urbx 
nitds. Quid igiturfut qui reftam uim nefcit,ubi utfit 7 in 
plures una dtffinditur, h<erct anxius y ncc fingulds audet 
cligerc y ncc uniuerfds ( pbare:fic cui no cfi ucri ftdbile iudi 
cium,prout infida fufyitio fi>argitur y ita ciusdubid opinio 
difiipdtur.NuUu itaq; miraculu efi y fi C<ecilius identidcm 
btcontrarijs dcrepugnanttbus idftctur <eflu cr fluftue* 
•tur.quod ncfidt ulterius y couincdm y &' rcddrguam: qua* 
uisdiuerfd y qu<ediftdfunt y vnducritdte cofimdta probd 
tdq; : ncc dubitandum ei dc c<etcro cfi y ncc udgdndum. & 
quonidm mcus frdter erupit <egrc fc ftrrejiomdchdrijn* 
digndriydolere y iUiterdtos y pduperes y impcritos, derebus 
ccclcfitbus diff>utdrc:fcidt omnes hommes fine dclcftu <etd 
tiSyfexusydignitdtiSfratiQnis ^hdbk 
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les procreatos:ncc fortuna ndftos>fcdndturd infitos cffe 
fapicntia:quin ipfos ctim philofophos,uel fiqui alij arti 
um rcpertorcs in memoridt exierunt y priufquam folertU 
mcntis parercnt nominis daritdte,hdbitos effe plcbcios, 
mdottos>feminudos>ddeodiuites focultatibus fuisittigd* 
tosymagis auru fufcipere confueffe,qua)n ccclum: ncftra* 
tcspauperes y wcomentosejfe prudcntu>w tradidiffe 
cjctcris difciplma. Vnde apparet ingcmu non darifacuU 
tatibus,nec fludio parari,fcd cu ipfa mctis formationc ge 
ncrari. Nihilitaq; indignandu y ueldolendu y fi quicunq; 
de diuinis qu£rat,fentidt,profvrat>cum no difputantri au 
ttoritdtfed diftutationit ipfius uaitds rcquintur : atq; 
etiam,quo imperitior fermo> hoc tUufirior ratio efiiquo* 
niamnon fucaturpompdfdcundi£,&grdtije>fcd,ut cfl, 
rettiregula fufimctur.Necrecufo>quod Ctalius ajferc* 
re inter prmpua connixus eji,homine noffe fczr circti 
fpiccre debercquid fit,unde fit,qudre fit,utrum clcmciis 
concrctusydn concinndtus dtomts,dn potius k dco fkttus^ 
formdtusydnimatus. Quodipfum explorarc, eruere 
fine uniuerfitdtis inquifitione no poffumus, cu itd coh<t* 
rentid 0 concxd y concxtendta fint,ut nifi diubiitatis ratio* 
ncm diligeter excujferis,ncfcids humanitatismec pofiis 
pulchrcgerereremciuilcm^nificognoueris hanc comu* 
ncm omnium mudiciuitate : pr<rcipue cum d ftris y beluis y 
hoc diffvrdmus>quod iBd prondjn terraq^ ucrgetidjiihil 
ndtd fint proft>icerc,nifi pabulum:nos quibus uultus erc* 
ttus,quibus fufrettus in coelu datus cftyfemo^ rdtio y p 
qus dominum agnofcimus,fentimus,imitdmur,ignordre 
tiecfa,ncclicet'mgerwtemfefeogilis,er^ no* 
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flris codcftcm cUritdtcm. Sdcrilcgi) cmm ucl mdximi ind 
^dxe^umiqu£rcre,quod'm fMimi^ tnucnire. 
quo mxgis mihi uidcntur cjui huc mundi totius orndtunt 
notidiuiM rdtione perfiflu uolunt:fcd fruftis qubufdm 
tcmcre cohxrentibus congbbdtum,mcnte,fenfum,oculos 
dcniq; ipfos non hdbere. Quid enim potcft cffe tam dper 
tum,tm confcffum> tdmq; perfpicuu, cum oculos in ccc* 
lumfufiulcris,et qwe funt tnfrd circdq; lujtrducris, qum 
cffc dliquod numn prtftdtifiimde mentis,quo omnis iu* 
turd in$irctur,moucdtur,dUtur,gubcrnetur^ ip- 
fum uide qum Ute tenditur, \ rdpide uoluitur, ucl quod 
in nottem djiris diftinguitur,ucl quod in dicmfole lufbrd 
tur.Umfciesqumfitin cofummi moderdtoritmird er 
diuind Ubrdtio. Vidc er annu ut folis dmbitm facUt, er 
mcnfem uidc ut lund du(lu,fenio,Ubore arcudgdt. Quid 
tcnebrdrum,<zr luminis dicam rccurfxntes uiccs,utfit no 
lis operis,<& qmctis diternxrcpdrdtiotRclinquendd ue 
rodftrologis prolixiordc fyderibusordtio,Uclqu<e rc* 
gdnt curfum nduigdndi,ucl qu£ xrdndi, mctcdiq; tcmpus 
inducdnt,qu£ finguU no modo ut crcdrcntur,ficrct, dif* 
ponerctur,fummi opificis,w perfctt* rdtionis eguerut, 
uerumetUmfentiri,pcrft>iciM^^^ 
tU er rdtione no poffunt. Quid cu ordo temporu hdcfru 
gum jldbili uxrictdte dijlinguitur!n6nnc duttore fuu,pi 
rentemq; teftdturfVerccquecum fuisfloribus, ey 
cumfuis mefiibus,w dutuni mdturitas grdtd,w hibcrnd 
cliuitMneceffdrid:quiordofdcilc turbdrctur, mfi mxxU 
md rxtionecofiftcrct.lm prouidcntix quxnte,nehyem$ 
jbUgldcic ureret,dutfoU tjlds drdorc tqmret^dutuny 
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Cr tteris inferere medium temperdmcntu,utpcrucftigi<t 
fux dnni reuertentis occulti er innoxij tranfitus laberett 
turMdrimtendeJiegelitoris flrmgitur, quicquid drbo* 
rum ejl uidc>qium e terrt uifceribus dnimdtur.Afcice o* 
tednum,refluit reciprocis <e(libus:uidcfontes, manant ue 
nis perenmbus.fluuios mtucre,eunt femper exercitis ld= 
pfibus. Quid loquar dpte difpofitd reftd montiu y coliium 
flcxd>porreftd cmporufQuidue dnimdntiu loquar dd* 
uerfus fefe tutekm multiformcmfdlids drmdtds cornibus* 
nlids dentibus feptds, er fundatds ungulis,et ftkdtds dcu 
leis:aut pedum celeritdte liberds>dut eUtione pinndrumt 
Ipfd pr<ecipu& form<e nofbr<e pulchritudo deu jitcturdrti 
ficcmfldtus rigidusyuultus crcftus, oculi infummo uelut 
m ftecula confiituti^ omnes c£terifenfus uelutm drct 
copofiti.Logum efl ireper finguld:mhil in homine mcnt 
broru eft^quod no er necefiitdtis caufii fit>zr decoris:z? 
quod mdgis mirum c[l,edde figurd omnibus y fed qujeduni 
unicuiqjmidmentd deflcxdfic er fimiles uniuerfi uidc* 
tnur,&- inter fe finguli difiimilcs inucnimur. Quidmfci 
di rdtio>quid cupidogencrZdifNonne d dco ddtd efl,ct ut 
uberd pdrtu mdturefcete Idftefcdnt: er ut tcner fottus u* 
bertdte Idftei roris ddolefcdtfRcc uniucrfitdti folumodo 
deusyfed er pdrtibus cofulit.Britdnnid fole deficitur>fed 
circuflucntis mdris teporerccredtur,Acgypti ficcitdteni 
tcmperdt Nilus dmnis:colit Euphrdtc$Mefopotdmid,prd 
imbribw pcnfat:\ndus flumen er fercre oricntc dicitur^ 
Cr rigdre . Quod fi ingreffus diqua domum, omnid ex* 
cultdydifrofitdyorndtduidiffes :utiq ; pr<ecffeci crcdcres 

dommUiCt iUis bonis rcbm mtdto effc meliorc. itd in hdc 
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mundi domo,cum ccclvMyterramc^ perft>tciM>prouiden* 
tum, ordincm,legcm, crcde effc uniucrfitatis dommum* 
parcnte^ipfis fydeitbmw totiusmundiparttbuspul» 
tbriorem. Ntforte>quoniam deprouidltta nuUa dubita* 
tio e&> mqutrcdum putds, utrum unius tmperio,an arbi* 
trioplurimorucccleftc rcgnum gubernctmqucd ipfum 
tion eH multi Uboris aperire cogiUnti impcria terre * 
na , quibus exempk utic^ de coclo: quando unquam rrgnt 
[ocictM dut cum fidecccpit>dutfineauorc difcefittfO» 
mtttoPerfdsdeequorum hinnitu dugurdntcs prmcipd* 
tum> cr Tbcbanorum pmnortuam fiibuUm tranfeo, ob 
pjftorum cr cafie regnum degcminii memorid nottfii* 
ma eftigcneriwfoccribcUd totoorbedtffufdfunt^ 
tdm magni imperij duosfortuna non cccptt . vide cttc* 
rd,rex unusapibut, dux unus ingregtbusjn armetvs rc» 
ftor unm : tu in calo fummdm potefidcm diuidi credas 9 
C7 fcmdi ueri tUius dc diuini imperij totm poteftatemf 
cum paUm fit parentc omnium dcu,nec principiu habe- 
re>ncc terrnmwqui natiuitate omnibus prtflct, fibt per* 
petuitatem, qui antc mudum fuerit fibi ipfepro mundo, 
qut uniuerfa qimuty funt,ucrbo iubetjratione difyenfat, 
uirtute confummatMtc nec uidert potcfl^utfu cUriorejh 
nec coprehendi potcft>nec dtftimarufcnfibm maior eft> 
wfinitU4,immcnfM,& fohfibi tantutquatu* eftnotut. 
Hobis ucro ad intcUcdu pettut angufium e&: er ideofic 
cu dtgnctftimamusdum intftimabtlc dicimus. Eloquar 
qucmadmodu fcntto:mdgnttudine dei> quife putdt noffe* 
minuit:qui no uult minucre>no noutt. nec nomen deo qu& 

m 9 deus nomm c#.*f/I<c uQcabults opus cft>cum perfin* 
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gulos proprijs dppeUdtionu infigmb.multitudo dirimcn* 
dd eft.Deo,quifolus e$,dciuocdbulum totum e& : qu:m 
fi pdtrem dixcro,terrenum opincris:fi regem, cdrnulcm 
fifyiceriS)fi dominum, tntclligcs utiq; mortdlcm.Aufcr 
ddditumcnUnominu, crperfticiesciuscldritatc. Quid 
quod omniu dc islo babco confcnfumfAudio uulgus,cum 
*d coclum munus tendunt,nihil aliud qulm dcum dicunt* 
& dcus magnus e ii, cr deus ucrut cft : er fi dcus dcde* 
ntyUulgi ifte mturalis fcrmo cft, <xn Chrislidni cofiten* 
tk ordtio f er qui louem principcm uolunt, fitluntur m 
nomine, fed de una potc&dte confentiunt . Audio poctdt 
quoq; unumpdtrem diuum, atq^ hominum pr<edicdntcs, 
ertalcmejjemortdlium mcntan, qtulem pdrenscmni* 
um dcui mduxerit. Quid Nidntudnus Mdro f Nonne d* 
pertius, proximiw , uerius, prmcipio ( dit ) calum, er 
tcrrdt,zr cttera mundi mcbrd fairitus intus dUt, er vn* 
fufd mcnsdgitdtfindchommum, pecudumfygenuu er 
q .icquid dliud dnimdium : idcm dlio loco mcntcm iRdm 
tr friritum deum nommdt . U£c enim ucrd funt : Deunt 
ndmq; ire per omnes terrdtq;, tm£lusq y mdrii, ccclumq; 
profundum. Vndchomincs,<& pecudes, undcimber, cr 
igncs. Quiddliud d nobisdeus quhn mens, er rdtio, er 
friritus prfdicdturfRccenfedmMyfipldcct, difaplwdm 
philofophoru,deprehendes eos, er fi fermombus wxrijs f 
ipfis tdmen rebus in hdnc unm coirc er confyirdrc fcn* 
tentidm^Omitto &osrudes,w ueteres, qui de fuvs diCtii 
fdpientcs effe merueruntfit Thdles Milefiut ommu pm 
mus, qui primus omnium de ccde&ibut dtfyutduit . idcnt 
Hilejius Thdles rerum mitium dqudm dixit:dcum dutun 
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c dtn mentem>qu<t cx dqud cunttd formducrit: cr dtior, 
W fublimior dquAvr fyintus rdtio,qubn ut db homtne 
potucrit inucniri k deo trdditd.Vides philofophi pfmci* 
ptUs nobifcum pemtut opinioncm confondre.Andxime* 
nes deinceps er pofl ApoUonidtes Viogcncs derd deum 
jUtuunt,infinitum,<zr tmmcfum.Uorum quoqtfimilis de 
diuinitdtc confmfio cft.AndXdgor* uero dcfcriptio , er 
tnodws infimt£mcntisdeMdidtur:<&Vythdgor<z dcut 
cftdnimusypcr uniuerfdmrcrum naturm comedns, <gr 
intentw.ex quo etim dnimdlium ommum uitd cdpidtur. 
Xcnophdnem notu efi omnc infinitum cum mcnte dcum 
trddere:er Antifthenem popuhrcs deos multosjcd ndtti 
rdlcm unu prtcipuum. Spcufippu uim ndturdlem,dnim<t 
lcm,qudomnid regdturdcumnoffc. QjuidDemocritiis^ 
qudmuis dtomorum primm inucntornonnepleruq; ndx 
turdm,qu£ imdgines funcLtt er intcUigcntu deum loqui 
turtStrdtonquoc^^ipfendturd.ctidm^icurm 
dcos dut ociofos fingit, dut nuHos,ndturd tdmenfuperpo 
ntt.Ariftotelcs udridt,v tfligndt tdmcn undm poteftdtc. 
ndm interim mentc,mundum interim dcum dicit,mtcrim 
mudo deum prrfcit. Ariftotcles ponticus uaridt,dlids mti 
do,dlidsmcntidiuinjctribuens principdtum. Hcrddides 
ponticws quoq; deo diuindm maitc(qudmuis udric) dfcri 
bit.TheophrdftM,w Zenon,!? ChryfippM,w Cledn* 
thcsfunt cr ipfi multtformes,fed dd unitdtc prouidenti£ 
omnesrcuoluutur.Clcdnthes enim mente, modo dnimu, 
modo £therd,pleru% rdtionc Deu differuit:Zcnon ciuf* 
dem mdgifter ndturdlem legc dtq ; dmnd,w £thcrd mte 
rim interduch rdtionc mltommu cffepfmctpium : idcm 

intcrpre* 
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bttcrpretdndo lunonem dcrdylouc ccclitm, Ncptnnu m.u 
rcjgneeffeVidcAmiiCrctterosfimiliter wdgidcos clc 
tncntd effcmojlrdndoypublicu drguit grduitcr, c? rcuht 
cit crrorcm.Eddc jire Chryfippus uim diuindm,rdtiond* 
lcm ndturdm^ mundu intcrim, er fatalem necefiitdte 
deum crcdityZcnonef, interprctdtioephyfiologkm Hc 
fiodhUomcriyOrpheiq; cdrmlnibus imitdtur.Bxbylomo 
etidm Diogcni difciplind cft exponcdiyCr diffcrendi,lo* 
uis pdrtum,o- ortu M vncru<£,zr hoc genus aetcrdru re 
rum uocdbuli cffc no dcoru. Ndm Socrdticus Xcnophon 
formu dei ucri ncgdtuidcri pof]e,c? idcoqu<cri no o£or 
tcrc.ArifioChiuscoprchcdioino nopoffc. Vterq^md^ 
iefidte dei inteUigcdi deff)erdtionc fenferut. Pldtoni dpcr 
tiordedeo,w rcbus ipfis,w nominib.ordtio cjbo- qwt 
totdeffctccelc&is,ni(ipcrfudfioms ciudis nonnunqudm 
ddmixtioncfordcfccrct.Pldtonittdc^ in Timto dcuscSi 
ipfo nomine,mundi pdrens,drtifex dnim£,ccclefliu terrc 
norutyfdbricdtorqum& Mucniredifficile pr<e nimLt 
kicrcdibili potcfldte,w cti inuencris in publicu dicc* 
re impofiibile prtfrtur.Eddc fcre er ifh qu£ nofird funt: 
Hdm er deu nouimus,cr pdrcntc omniii dicimus,w nu* 
qudm publicc nifi interrogdti prtdicdmus. Expofui opi* 
nioncs omniufirmc philofophoru,quibm illuflrior glo* 
rid efl,dcum unum multis licct dcfigndffc nominibus : ut 
quiuis drbitrctur dut nunc Chriflidtws phdofophos cffc> 
aut phibfophos fuiffe idm tunc Chrikidnos . Quod fi 
prouidcntid mundus regitur,c? unius dci nutugubernd* 
turjio nos dcbct dntiquitdt imperitorti fabcllts fuis delc* 
&ttdjud cdpu <xd crrorc mutui ruperc confenfusxu phi 
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lofophorti fuoru f mtentijs refittdtur,quibus er rdtionis, 
ctuctufldtisdfiiflit duttoritasMdiorib. enim noftris Um 
jkalis in mcdddjs fidesfuit,ut tcmcre crcdidcrint etid a* 
lid mofbruofd mirdcuU:Scy{ldmidtiplice,chimjerd multi 
formcm 9 cr hydrd fclicibus uulncrtb.rcndfcctem,^ cen 
tuuros c^uos fuis homimb. implcxos:et quicad jim* licet 
fngcre,tUis erdt Itbetcr dudire. quid iUds dntles frbulds de 
homlnth. ducs,w ftrdt homines,ct de hominibus drbore% 
dtq; floresfqu* fi effent fittd,fieret qu<efieri no poffunt* 
idco nccj&Ai fiit.fimilitcr uero crgd deos quoq; mdiorcs 
nojlri improwdiycredulij-udifimplicitdte credidcrut:du 
rcgcsfuos coliit religiofc,dum defunttos cos dcfiderdt in 
imjLgintb.uidcre,dumgefliunt eorumcmorids 'mftdntw 
dc:inerc,fdcrd fktts funt quxfuerZt dffumptd foldtid.De 
niq> CT dnteq comcrcijs orbis pdtcret,^ dnteq gentes ri 
tus fuos morescfo mifceret,undqu*q; ndtio conditorc fuu % 
dut ducc inclytum,dut regini pudicdm fcxu fuo fortiore, 
dut dlicuius muncris ucl artisrepertore uenerdbdtur,ut ci 
uem bon* memori£.fic cr defiwttis prmtu,& futuris 
ddbatur exemplu.Lege ftoicoru fcriptd,ucl fcriptd fdpii 
titiyeddc mccu recognofccs,ob meritd uirtutis,dut mune* 
ris dcoshdbitos. EuhcmerMcxequitwrcrcoru ndtdles* 
pdtridsfepulcbrd dinumerdt,et per prouinciM moflrdt: 
dtttsi \oim,<cr ApoUmis Delphici, er Vbdrit ifidis, er 
Cf reris Elcuftnidt.pro dijsdffumptos m deos loquitur,qui 
errdndo tnuentis nouisfrugib.utilitdti hominu profuere. 
In cdhdc fcntcnttd cr Pcrfcus philofophdtur,^rdmtcttit 
inuctdsfrugeSyCt frugu ipftru reptores,ijfdc nominibus: 
ut comtcusfcnno cfi,venerefincLibero cr Ccrerefrige 
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re . Akxander ille magnm Itece&o infigni uolmlnc dd 
mdtrc fuatn jcnpfitymetufucCpotcfldtis proditumfxbi de 
dijs hominibus <x ficcrdotc fccretuiiUe Vukdnu facit om* 
ntumprinapCiZr pofiedlouis getite,etdift>ias [fidisdd^ 
birundmc ftftrum^ afyerfxs mcbris ittancm tui Scrapi 
disftue Ofiridis tumulumxofidcra dcniq; fdcrd ipfd.ej 
ipfd myflerUjnuenies exitus trtflcsfdtd, er funcra, cr 
luftus,dtq; pldnttusmtfcrorudeoru. \fisperditu filium 
cu Cynocephalo fuo,{j altjs fdcerdotibm luget, pUngtt, 
btqutrit-.O' \fidci miferi cxdut pe£tord,& dobre infeli* 
cifiimdtmdtris imitdturmox inucto pdruulo gaudct ifis, 
fXulutfdcerdoteSyCynoccpbdlus inuctor gloridturncc 
deftnunt dnnis omnibus,ucl pcrdereyuod inucmut,uel m 
uen ire quod perdunt. Nonnc ridiadu cfi y ucl lugere quod 
coldtyuelcolere quodlugcMf¥L<ectdme Aegyptid quon* 
dmjmc et fdcrd Komdndfunt.Cercs faib.dcccfis,etfer 
petccirculdtd,errore fubrcpti^t corruptd libcri dttxti 
er foliatducfHgdt.h<tcfuntlZlcufinid.et qu<e louis facra 
futfnutrix cdpelld cfi.ct duido pdtrifubtrdhitur mfds,nc 
uorctur y <y corybdntu cymbdlis,ne pdter dudidt uagitM, 
imnitmcltditur. de Cybcle dyndimcnd pudet dicere,qu<t 
ddulterufuu mfvlicitcrpUcitu,quonii ctipfddefirmis* 
et uetuiuct multoru deoru mxter,dd fiupru illicerc no po 
terat,cxecutt,ut dcu falicet fdceret eunuchu.Vroptcr hac 
fdbuldgdUi edm^ct fcmiuiri fui corporis fuppltcio colut: 
h<tc id no funt facrd, tormetd fut. Quid fbrm<e ipfe,ct ha 
bitusfnone drguut ludibrid cr dedccord dcoru ucftroruf 
Vulcanus cUudusdcus, ct dcbilis:Ap6flo tot ttatib.lcuis: 
AcfcuUpius benebdrbdtu$,w ft fcmp ddulefcetis ApoUi 
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nis filius:Neptunusglducis oculis,M.'mcrud ccefiis, bubu* 
lis iuno,pedibus Mercuriusdldtis>Pdn unguldtis, Sdtur* 
ftus copcditis:ldnus uero frontes dudsgcjidt, qudfi er 4* 
uerfus inceddtDidnd mterim efl dlte fuccmftd uendtrix: 
Cr Ephefid mdtnmis multis 9 zr ueruibus cxtruttd:cr tri^ 
yid trinis cdpitibus>w multis mdmb.horrificd.quid ipfe 
luppiter ueficrfmodo imbcrbis jidtuitur, modo bdrbatus 
locdtur:%r cum hdmmon dicitur>bdbct cornud^ cu cd* 
pitolinus,tucgcritfulmind,cr culdtiuris,cruore perfun 
diturcr cum fcretrius>non duditur.Etne longius multos 
loucsobedm,totfuntlouismoflrd,quot nommd. Erigo* 
tiefuftcfd dc Uqueo cfi,ut uirgo inter d&rd ignitd fit.Cd 
fiorcs dlternis moriutur,ut uiudnt:Aefculdpius ut in deii 
furgdt,fulm'vndtur:Hercules,ut homine cxudt><xt<tis igni 
buscocremdtur. Hds fabulds er errores er db imperitis 
pdrctibus didicimuSyCt (quodcflgrduius) ipfis jiudijs er 
difciplinis eldbordmus>cdrm'mibus prtcipue poetdrum: 
qui,per)nirum,qudntu ueritdti ipfi fud duftoritdte nocuc 
re. er Pldto idco prtcUre Homeru illum mclytti Ludd* 
tum er corondtu de ciuitdte qudm m fermonc m&itue* 
bdt,eiecit.Hic enim prmpuus beUo troico deos ucjtros, 
er (1 ludos jicit,tdmcn in hominum rebus er dftibus mU 
fcuit.hic coru pdrid copofuit^fduciduit Venere, Mdrtem 
umxittUulnerduitfogduiMoucm ndrrdt Bridreo liberd* 
tum,ne d dijscdeteris ligdretur.cr Sdrpcdoncmfiliu> quo 
nidm morti non potcrdt eripor,cruetis imbribus fteuift 
fc,vrCefloVeneris iUeftu,fldgrdntiusqudm'm ddultem 
rds foledt cu lunone uxore cocumbere.dlibi Hercules fter 
Wd egerit,%r ApoUoAdmetopccus pdfcit. hdomcdonti 

ycro 
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ucro muros Ncptunus inflituit, ncc mcrcedc operis mfi* 
lix ftruftor dccipitiitlic louis fulmcn cu kenet drmis in 
MufcfcbnctiuYicucM erfulgum longc 

antefuamt^ luppitcr in Cretd ndfceretur, wfldmm* 
ucrifulmmis ncc Cyclops potucrit imitdri,nec ipfe luppi 
ter non ucrcri. Quid loqudr Mxrtis er Vencris ddulte* 
rium deprehcnfumf& in Gdnymcdcm louisfiupru ccc* 
lo cofecrdtumfqu* omnid in hoc proditd,ut uitijs homi* 
numqutdddutloritMpdrdrctur. Uisdtq^ huiufmodifig 
mentis,zrmendicijs dulcioribus corrumpuntur ingcmx 
pueromv hifdc fdbulis mh<erctilw,ddufq;fumm£ £* 
tdtvs robur ddolefcut:®- in ijfdem opmionib.miferi con* 
fcncfcuntxu fit ueritds obuidjed requiretibus. Sdturmm 
Ktiim principc huiusgencris er exdmmis omnes fcripto 
rcs uetufldtis,Gr<ea Romdniphomine prodidcrut : fcit 
boc Wpos er Cufiius in hiflorid, er Thdttus dc Diodo* 
rmhocloqwutur.lsitdqi Sdturnus Crctd profugusAtd* 
lidmmdufilijfeuicntis dcccfferdt,etiifufceptus hofti* 
tio rudcs iUos homincs et dgrcjles multd docuit, utgrtcu 
lus er poUtus,Utcrds impnmeremmosfxgndre,mf\ru* 
mcntd conflcere.ltdq; idtebrl fudm, quod tuto ktuiffet, 
uocdri mdluit LdtMer urbcm fdturnidm dcfuo nommc* 
Cr idniculum ldnus,dd mcmoril uterq; pojleritdtis reli* 
qucrunt. Uomo igitur utiq } qui fugit, homo utiq; qui ld* 
tuiU er pttcr hommis* er tuitus ex homine. terr<t enim 
(Cr ccelifilius,quod dpud Itdlos cffet ignotis pdrentibus, 
proditus:ut m hodiernum mopmdto uifos>ccelo miffosyi* 
gnMes er ignotosjerrfi filiosnomindmus.eius filiu* 
fuppitcr Crrttf exclufoptrcte regnduitM^ obijt,iUic fi* 
■ ■ w s Uoi 
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lios hdbuityddhuc antrum louU uifitur>o- fepulchru eiu* 
ofledi?ur,<zr ipCis fxcrisfuis humdnitdtis drguitur. Ocio 
fum eft ire per fingulos^ toti feriem generis ijlius cjc* 
plicdre>cuminprmis pdrentibus probdtd tnortalitM in 
ctteros ipfv ordine fucccfiionis mfluxerit. Nifi forte pofl 
mortem deos fingitis^ peierctnte Proculo deus Romu* 
lutyV lubd Mmris uolentibus deus e/f, cr diui c<eteri re* 
ges,qui confecrcuxtur non dd fidem numinis,fed <td hono* 
rmemerit<epoteftdtis.\nuitishisdeniq; hocnome dfcri 
hitunoptdnt inhomme perfeuerdrefierifcdeosmetuut: 
&fi idm fenes nolunt. Ergp nec de mortuis dij> quomm 
deus mori non pofiit.nec dcndtis>quonidm morituromn 
ne quod nafcituridiuinu dntem id cfl,quod nec ortum hd* 
bet 9 ncc occdfum. Cwr enim fi ndtifmt>no hodieq; ndfcun 
turimfi forte idm I uppiter fenuit y et pdrtus m lunone dc* 
fccit:w Minerud cdnuit dntequl peperitfAn ideo ceffx* 
uit iftd generdtio y quonii nuJU huiufmodi fkbulis prtbe* 
tur dffcnfiofC<eeru fi dij credri poffent,mterire no pof* 
fent:plures totis hommib. deos hdbercmus,ut um eos nec 
codum contineret y nec der cdperet y nec terrd gefldret. Vn 
de mdnifefium efi homines iUos fuiffe y quos cr ndtos legji 
mus cr mortuos fcimus. Quis ergo dubitdt Iwru imdgU 
nes confecrdtM uulgus ordre y cr publice colerefdum opi 
n\o>W mens imperitoru drtis cocmnitdte decipitur y duri 
fulgore prfflrmgitwr^rgiti nitore cr cddore cboris be 
betiturtQvpdfi in dnimum quis inducdt tormentis quU 
bus>vr quibus mxchinis fimuUchrii omnc fonnetur y eru 
befcet temcrefe mdteriei ub drtifice y ut deumfdceret iVu* 
fum.Deus enim ligneus 9 rogi fortdffe uel mfilkis ftipitis 

portio 
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portio>fuft>enditur,c<cditur,doldtury runcindtur. Et deus 
*rews,uel drgenteus de tmmundo uafculo, ut fitpius fcftu, 
Aegyptio rcgi,confixtur, tunditur maUeiSy & incudibui 
figuratur:<zr Upidcus c&ditur,fcd Ipitur, o ' impcrito 
bomlnc Uutgaturmec fentit fu£ natiuitdtis miurtlitd ut 
nec pofltd de ucfird uenerdtione culturdtn,nifif6rtc non* 
dum dcus fdxum e&,uel Itgnum, uel drgentum. Quando 
igitur hic ndfaturfcccefundituryfobricd^^ 
ium deus e&.Ecce plfod"ur,cofruitur,crigitur^nec dd* 
buc dcusest. Ecccorndtw,cofecrdtur,cratur: tttcpcftre 
mo deus c§t,cu homo illc uolutt,cr dedtcduit. Quata wc« 
ro de dijs ucfirii arumdid mutd naturdlitcr iudicat, mu* 
res,hirudines,milui,no fenttreeos fciut,norut,'weukdt 9 
htfident:ac t:ifi abigatts, in ipfo dei ueftri ore nidificdnt 
Aranc* uerofkie eius mtexunt,ct dc ipfo cdpite fudfila 
fuft>endunt:uos tergitis, muddtis,erdditit, (? ittos,j[uos 
fijLcitis y protegitit w timetis. Dwm unufquifq; uejtru non 
cogitdtyprius fe dcherc deum noffe 9 q colere : dum mcon* 
fulte gefliunt pdrentibus obcdire:dum fieri malunt dlieni 
erroris dccefitOy \ fibi credere : dum nihil cx his au* tU 
ment,norunt : fic m duro,er drgito dUdritid confecrdtd 
eft.fic flatuaru inaniucofigndtafvrmdficndtd Romana 
fuperftttio,quoru rttus fi perccfcas,ridendd g multa,mul 
td etidm miferdttda funt. Hudicrudd hyeme dtfcunrunt* 
dlij inccdunt piledthfcutd ueterd circumfirunt, peUes c<t 
dunt,mendicdntes uicatim dcos ducunt. Qusdam fanafe 
mcl dnnoddirepcrmittut,qu<tdam'mtotum ncfksuifere 
efi,quocdduiro no Ucet,nonuUd dbfq^ fammis fdcrdfunt: 
eturn fcruo quibufdi carimoni]s mtcrcffe piacuUrefid* 

gttwm 
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gitiu cfl:alia fdcrd corondtuniuird,dlid multiuird,®- mx 
gna rcligioneconquiritur,qu£ plura pofiit ddultertd nu* 
mcrdrc. Quid qui fitnguine fuo Ubdt, er uulneribus fuis 
fuppUcdt,non profdnus mclius effct,quam fic rdigiofmt 
aut cui tcfld funt obfcocnd demcjfd,quomodo deu uioldt t 
quihocmodopldCdtfcumficunuchos dcusutUet,poffet 
p)'ocrcdre,non fdcere. qws no intcUigat male fanos, cr 
uxn<e er pcrdiu mentis m iftd dcfipercw ipfdm errdn 
tium turbdm mutud fibipatrocinid pr<eflare f Uic dcfen* 
fio comunis furoris eji furentiu multitudo. At tdmcn ifh 
ipftfuperjiitio Romanisdcdit,auxit,fundauit imperiu: 
cum no tdm uirtute,qum rcUgione, er pietate poUerct. 
ttimirum mfignis,<&- nobilis iuflitid Romana db ipfis lm 
perij ndfccntis mcunabulvs dufipkdtdeft. Nonnein ortu 
fuo,z?fcclerecoUetti,<zr munitiimmamtatis fu<c terro* 
re crcueruntfSdm dfylo prima plebs congregatd eft: con 
fluxcrdnt perditi,fac'morofi,mccfti,ficdrij, proditores. 
B ut ipfe Romulusylmpcrator cr rcfxor, populum fuum 
fainorc pr<eccUeret,parricidiufccit. H<f c primd jimtau 
foicidrcUgiofeciuitdtiswoxdUenas uirginesiam defto 
fatdtjam dcft'mdtds,w nonuUas dc matrimonio mulier* 
culas fine morc rdpuit,uiolduit,iUufit:%r cu edru pdren- 
tibus,id efl cum focerisfuis,beUum mifcuit, propinquum 
fdnguinmfudit.Quidirrcligiofius,quid duddcius, quid 
ipfd fcelcris cofidentid tutiusflam finitimos dgro peUe* 
rc,ciuit<ttes proximas cucrtere cum templiset dltdribus: 
cdptos cogerc,ddmnis aUenis,w fuis fcelcribus adolefcc 
re. Cum Romulo regibus aeteris er poftremis ducibus di 
fciplim comunis ejijtd quicquid Romm tencnt, colut* 

pofiidcnt 
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pofiident,duddci<t pr*ddefl,tempUomnidde nwiubijs, 
id ejl dcruinis urbium,de frolijs dcoru, de c&dibutfdcer 
dotumthoc vnfultdre er lUudere cji,uidis religionib. fer 
uire,cdptiuds cds p ofi uittoridt ddordre. n£ ddordre quA 
ntdnu caperis,fdcrilcgiu efl confecrdre,no numina.To* 
tics ergo Romdnis impidtuejt,quotics triumphdtum. tot 
de dijs fj>olid,quot degentibus er trophed. Igitur Romd* 
ni non ideo tdnti quod religiofi,fed quod impune ftcrile 
gi. Ne q; enim potuerunt m ipfis beliis deos ddiutores hd* 
bere,dduerfus quos drmd rdpuerut,^ quos pofl clddcm 
triumphdtos colcre ccepcrunt. Quid dutc ijli dij pro Ro* 
ntdnis pojfunt,qui nihil pro fuis dducrfus eoru dmid uda 
lucruntfRomdnoru cnim ucrndculos dcos nouimus. Ro* 
muiw,VicM,Tyberinus,0' Confm,& Ptlumnus, dc Pi* 
cunnus. Clodcindm Tdtius er vnucnit, cr coluit : PduorS 
Holiilius dtq; PdUorcm, mox d nefcio quo FcbrU dedicd* 
tdk&c dlumnd urbis ijliws fuper&itiojnorbi er mdte ua 
letudincs. Sdnc er Accd LdurentU,®- Ylord, meretricet 
propudiofe,intcr morbos Rontdnoru er dcos coputdn* 
d£. i&ifcilicet dduerfus c<etcros,qui in gcntibws colebdnm 
tur,Romdnoru imperiu protulcrut.ncq; cnimcos dduer 
fum fuos homines ucl ifars Thrdcius,ucl luppiter Creti* 
cus,ucl luno nunc Argiud,nunc SdmU,nuc Pcend,uel D/4 
nd TdUricd,uel mdtcr \d<td,uel AegyptU ittd no nunimd 
fed portentd iuuerunt. Nifi forte dpud iftos mdior cdfti* 
tds uirgtnum,dut religio fxndior ftcerdotuxum pene in 
pluribut uirgmibus, er qu<t incofultius fe uiris mifcuifi* 
fent,Vcfid fitne ncfcicnte fit i/ncejtu uindicdtum : m rcfi* 
duis impunitdte fecerit,non cdflitM tutiorfed impudicU 
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tia filicior. vbi aute magis d facerdotibus,qum inttr d*> 
ras w dcli&ra coducuntur flupra:trattantur LnocmU: 
ddulteria meditanturtfrequenttus dcnich m <edituoru cel 
hdis.qukm in ipfis lupanartbu;, fiagrans libido dcfungi* 
tur.ertamenanteeosdeodifpenfante diuregna tenuc* 
runt AffyrijiMediiPerftyGrtcietUmy er Aegyptij, cti 
pontifices er arualcs er falios,ue&ales cr augures non 
haberent,nec pullos cauea reclufos y quorum cibo uel fhfli 
diorcff>ublicafummaregeretur.U enimuenioad iUaau 
fpicia er auguria Romana,qu* fumno labore coUe£la te 
ftatus cs,w paniteteromiffa^ obferuata fvliciterXlo 
dius fcdicct,er FUminius cr luniusidco exercitus per* 
didcrutyty puUoru foliflimu tripudium expeftandu nott 
putaueruttQuid Kegulustnonneauguria fcruauit^ca 
ptus cfttManctnus reltgionem tenuiu er fub iugu miffus 
efiyCr deditus.Puttos edaccs habuit cr Paulus apud Can 
nasytamencum mriore rei public<c parte proStratus eft. 
Caius C<tfar ne ante brumam in Africam nauigia trafmit 
tcret 7 augurijs er aufoicijs remtetibus ff>reutt:co fkilius 
CT nauigauit er uicit. qu£ uero er quanta de oraculis 
profequartPofi morte Ampbiaraus uctura rcfpodit, qui 
proditus cjl ipfe ob monile ab uxore ncfcius. Ttrejtas c£* 
cusfuturautdcbat,quipr<efentiano uidcbat. DePyrrho 
Ennius ApoUinis Pythij rcfoofa confinxit,cu iam ApoUo 
uerfusfaccrcdefiffctxuiustunc cautu tllud cr ambiguii 
dcfrcit oraculuyCtim er politiores homines er minus crc 
duli effe cceperunt:<zr Demofthcncs,fyfciret reft>onfa (1* 
mdata^PhtUppizinPythii querehatur. Atnonunquam 
Umcn ucntatem ucl auffyicU ucl oracuk tetigere. Quatt 
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qudmmter mukamendaciauideripcfiit induftriZcdfus* 
imitatus, aggrediar tamcn fonte ipfum errorh er praui 
tatis>undc omnis caligo ijia manauit y w altius nuere y et 
aperire manififiius. $piri*usfunt mfynceri y uagi y a cccle* 
fli uigore terrenis labibus er cupiditatibus dtgratktfiufH 
igitur ftiritutopofieaq fimplicitate fubjtanti* fua onusli 
et immerfi uitijs pcrdidcrut y dd fclatiu caLmitatis fux no 
definunt perditi lam perderejt dcprauatierrore praui* 
tatis mfundere y et ahcnati d deo mduttis praui/s reltgioni 
bus d deo fegregarc. cos foiritus daemonM effe poetx fa* 
mt y philofophi differut,Socrates nouit y qui ad nutum er 
arbitriu afiidetis fibi dtmonti ucl declmabat ncgocia^ucl 
petebat.i&xgiquotynotantufauntd men*$ y fed ctiam 
quicquid miraculi ludunt y per daemonas faautMU afytri 
tibus er mfundcntibus prtfUgids edunt: ucl qu* nb funt y 
uideri y uel qu£ funt y non uidcrv.coru Mdgoru er eloquio 
er negoao primus Hojihanes y w ucru dcum merita mx 
ieflate profequitur y er ange los y td efi minifbros er nun* 
aos dei y fcd ueri : eiusc^ ucneratiom nouit aj ? jficre y ut er 
nutu ipfo er uultu domini ten iti cotremifunt idc ctiam 
dtemonas f pdidtttcrrenos y uagos y humamtatis mimtcos. 
Quid ?lato y quiinucnrre deum negocium crcdidit y nonne 
CT angelos fine negocio narrat er dmondst er m Sym 
pofio etia fuo natura d*monu exprimere comtttur. mlt 
enim effe fubflantia vnter mortalc immortalcq ;y ideftm 
tercorpus cr fpiritUymediamyterreni podcris et ccelcfis 
leuitatisddmixtibecotretam>cx quamanarcinnos t pcu 
pidme amoris^ diat infcrmari er tUabi pc&oribus hu 
manri 2 et fcnfum mouerc>et affvftusfingere,et ardorecu 
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^iditdtisinfundere.\&iigitur impuri fyiritus d&none* 
(ut oftenfum d mdgis,d phdofopHs,^ d Pldtone)fub fb 
ttas cr imdgmibus cofeardtidclitefcunt,ct tfjldtu fuo du 
itoritdtan qudfi prtfcntisnuminis confcquuntur. Dum 
inftirdntur intcrim udtibus,dum fdnis tmmordntur,dutn 
npnnunquZ extorumfibrds dnimdt,duium uoldtusguber 
ttdntyfortcs rcguntyordculd cfficiuntfdlfts pluribus inuo* 
lutdindm wfaUuntur,& faUuntjUt vrncfcientes fyncc* 
tdm ueritdtem,^ qui fciunt m perditioncm fui non con 
fttcntes.SicdcxlodtwfumgrdUdUw-ddeo uerodd md 
tcrUs duocdnt,uitdm turbdnt, otnncsmquictdnt, irrepen 
tcs etti corporibus occulte,ut ftiritus tamcs, morbosjn 
gwitjerrcnt mentes,mcmbrd di&orquent,ut dd cultufid 
cogdnt,utnidoredltdriu,uclbojlijs pccudti fdgmdti rc* 
m fiiusqu<econjlr'mxffdnt,curaffcuidc^^ 
jiirctcs,quos in publicum uidctis cxcurrercudtes <& ipji 
nbfq; temploftc mfaniunUftc bdccbltur,f\c rotdntur.pdr 
Cr m rfltf mStigdtio dtmonis,fed drgumcntu dfydrfuro 
ris.Vc ipfts ctid tfld,qu<t pdidodnte tjbi dtttdfunt,ut lup 
piter ludos repctcrct cx fomnio,ut cu cquis Cdfiorcsuide 
rcntur,ut cingulum mdtront nduiculdfequerctur.btc o= 
mnidfciuntpleri% ucjirum ipfos d&mondsde fcmctipfn 
cofiteri,quotics d nobis cr mcritis uerboru,er ordtionis 
inccndijs de corporibus exiguntur.\pfeSdtumm,w Se* 
rdpis,v \uppiter,v quicquid dacmonu colitis,ui£ti do* 
hre,quodfunt,cloquuntur:nec utiq; in turpitudmemfui, 
ttonuttis prtfertim ucjtrum dfificntibus,matttutur. ip/is 
tcjiibus cffe eos dmonds de fe uerum confttcntibus cre* 
iitcMwdti enim pcr dem ueru & folumjmiti wfe* 
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tti corporibus hthorrefcunt:ar uel exiliuntftatimM e* 
Udnefcunt grdddtim,prout fides pdtictit ddiuudt, dutgrx 
tidcurdntisdfrirdt. Sic Chriftianos de proximo fagitdt* 
quos longe in coctibus per uos Uceffcbdt. Ideo inferti mc* 
tibus imperitoru,odium ncfiriferunt occulte pcr timon\ 
Hdturdlc eft enim w odiffe, quc timcs, er quem metue* 
ris mfeftdre fi pofiis. Sic occupdnt dnimos,w obftruut pc 
{tord, ut dnte nos incipidnt homines odiffe, q noffeinc co 
gnitos dut imitdri pofitnt,dUt dhure no poftmt. Qumtii 
nutc uitiu fit incognitis et inexplordtis iudicdrc,qi>od faci 
tis y nobis ipfxs pocnitetib.credite:^ nos enim idi fiumus, 
er eddem uobifcu quonddm ddhuc c&ci cr hcbetes fentie 
bdtnusiqudfi Chriftidni monftrd colerent, infdntes uord* 
rentycouiuid mceftd mifccrcntmec inteUigcbdmm db his 
fibulds iftdi fcmper uentildrUt? nunqud ucl tnueftigdri* 
uel probdri,nec tdnto tempore dliquc exiftere, qui prodc 
ret>non tdntumfiftiuenidm>ucrunietidindicij grdtidm 
confccuturuMdlumdUtcmddco noneffc, utClmftidnus 
reut nec erubefceret,ncc timcret^ unu folumodo quod 
iton dntefueritypaniteret.Nos tdmen cum ftcrilegos dli 
quos,izr inceftosypdrriciddt etidm defendendos er tucn* 
dos fufcipicbdmusyhos necdudiendos in totu putdbdmm: 
nonunqudctidm mifcrdntes eoru crudelius fieuicbdmus,' 
uturgercmusconfitcntcsddnegdndu, uidclicct neperU 
rentycxcrcctes in hvs peruerfitm qu<zftionc,non qu£ uc* 
rurti erueretyfed qu<e menddcium cogeret. Et fiquis i nfir* 
tnior mdlo preffus er uiftw Cbnftunu fe negxffct, fkud 
bdmusei y qudfieierdtonomine iamomnidfuftd fiuillx 
ttegttioe purgdret. Agnofcitis nc eddcm nos fenfijfc, cr 
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cgiffc y qu<t fentitis,zr geritisfcum>fi ratio.no infiigdtio 
dfmotus iudicarct y argucndt magis, nb ut diffitrrcntur fc 
Chri8ianos,fcd ut dc tnccfiis ftupris, dc imptatis facris 9 
dc mf&nttbm immolatis fitcrcntur.hu cnim ct buiufmom 
di fibulis ijdcm ddemoncs <xd cxccrationis borrorc impcri 
toru aures aducrfusnos rcftrfcvut.ncc tmcn miru, cum 
cmmu fiwu,qu£ fcmpcr in ffcarfis mcdacijs alitur, oficn 
fx ucrttatc cofumttur. Sic cfi negociu dtmcnu.ab tpfts c* 
t\im rumor fHftu cr fcritur^ fouctur. Indc cfi q, audU 
rc tc dicis caput afini rcm nobis cffc diuini. quis ti fiul 
tus ut hoc colatfquis jhdtior ut hoc coh crcdat, nifi 5, uos 
totos afinos ih fhbuUs,cu ucfira Hippona cofecratis y 
cofdnn ajlncs cu \fidcrcligiofc deuoratis:itim boum 
cjpitiyC? capita un'uccTi>zr tmmolatis y ty coliw:dcct 
pro ctii bommcmixtos dcos, zj lconu & canu uuU 
tu dcos dcdicatis. Niine cr Apim bouan cu Aegyptijs a* 
dordtis er pafcitisfncc coru fxcra damnatis mfittuta fcr- 
pentibuSyCrocodiliSybcluis c<eteris,ct auihus y &' pifcibiti* 
quoru aliquem dcumfiquis occidcrit y etii capite punitur. 
Mdcm Acgyptij cu plcrtfq; uobis no magis \fidcm y qum 
ceparuacrimonias mctuutincc Scrapidcm magis y qfirc* 
pitm pcrpudcnda corporis cxprcffos cxtremifcut. EtH 
tllcycjui dc adoratis faccrdotis uirtltbut aducrfum nos fi* 
bulatur y tcntat in nos c3fcrre y qu<e fua funt. ijia cnim \m+ 
pudiciti£ coru forfitan facra fint y apud quos fexut omnU 
tncbris omnib.proftat:apudquostota impudicitia uoca* 
tur w'l\mit^:cjut fcortoru licentit vnuidct y qui mcdiosui 
rosUmbut.ltbtdmcfoore inguinib. inb^rcfcut:bonwics 
maU Imgu* etii fi taccrent:quos priut Udcfc\t impudi*. 
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6t\£ fu£yq.pudcfcit.Vroh ncfe,id \n fcpcfimi fictnoris 
tdmittuUquod nec £tM potcft pdti moUior, ncc cogifer* 
uitus durior.Htc er hutufmodi propudia nohis non ticet 
nec dudircyCtium pluribus turpc dcftndcre eft.Ex cmm dc 
caftis fingttis er pudicis 9 qu£ ficri no crcdcrcmus,nifi dc 
uobis probdreUs.Ndm $ religioinoflr* homlne noxiu, 
cruccm cius dfo ibitis >longe dc uicinid ucntxtis crrd« 
tis,qui putdtis dcu crediydut mcmffc noxiu,dut potuiff e 
tmrm.nettlcntiferdbiliSyCuiusin hominc nwrtdiffet 
omnis innititur:totu cnim e ius duxiliu cum cxtinfto bo* 
pimc finttur.Acgyptij fdrit hofninc fibiqucm tpLM* di* 
guntMumunu propitidtyiflum deomnibus cofuiunt.iUi 
utftimdSC£dunt:zrtUcquicjcterisde:is, fMccrtc homo 
cfiyUclit nolit:nec cnim cofcicntidm ful dxipitjifcUit x* 
licnxm.F.tim principtbus w regtbus y non ut mxgnis cr 
cic tt s uiris(ftcutfds eft)fcd ut dcit turpiter aduldiio fdl* 
fd llddtturjcu er prjeddro uiro honor ucrius^ optimo 
dmor didcius pr^bcdtur. S/c eoru numcn inuodtM imx 
gincs fupplicdnt,geniuM cft lcmonnn cius, implorxnt: 
cr efl cis tutius pcr louis gcnitl peierdre)!j. regis. Crucei 
ctid ncc colimuSyncc optdmus. uos pUnc qui Hgneos d^os 
ionfccrdtiSyCruces ligncds,ut dcorum uefiroru pdrtes,for 
fttdn ddordtis.Nxm cr fignd ipfuw cxntxbrd^ ucxtl 
U cxftroru,qutd dliud q indurdtx crucesfiint, ct ornx*£* 
troph&d ucftrd utftricit non txntu ftmplicis crucis fx :ie> 
ucrum & dffixt hominis imitxniur. Signii fxne crucis ni 
turdUter uijimus in nduiycu uelis tumentib. ucbitnr, cum 
cxpdnCis pdlmulis Idbitur.O' cum crigitur iugUm? cruci* 
fignu cft>w cum homo porrcttis mxntbus dcu, purx meti 
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te uenerdtur:itd figno erucis,dut rdtio ndturdlis innititur, 
aut ucflrd religio formdtur AUu Um uelim conuenire, qui 
InitUri nos dicit <tut credit de cdtde mfintis er fdngume. 
VutM poffefieriyUt tdm moUejm pdrutdum corpus fka 
uulncru cdpidtut quifqui iUum rudcm ftnguine noueUi, 
Cr uix dum hominis ctddtfonddtjxhduridtfNemo hoc 
potefi crcderejtifi qui pofiit dudcre. Vos enim uideo pro 
credtos filios nucfiris cr duibus exponcre,nuc ddflrZgu 
tos mifero mortisgenereclidcrc:fut qu<t m ipfis uifcerib. 
mcdicdmmibus epqtvs origtnc futuri hommis extinguZt, 
Cr pdrricidiu fkUnt dntequa pdrilt. Bt h&c utiq,- de dco 
rumueftroru difciptmadcfccndut. NdmSdturnw filios 
fuos non expofuitjfed uorduit. Merito ci m nonnuUis A» 
fric<t pdrtibus d pdretibut mfmtcs immoUbiturMdndU 
tijs er ofculo coprimcnte udgitu, neflebiUs hoflid immo 
letur. Tduris ctid ponticis>et Aegyptio Bufiridi ritusfuit 
hofritesimmokreicr Mcrcurio Gdllos humdtiM uel m* 
bumdnds uittimM ctderc.Tkomdnigrxcu etgr*cd> gdltii 
€tgdld,fdcriflciuiuetesobruere:hodicq; db ipfisldtidrU 
luppitcrhomicidio colitur.er qd?Sdturnifilio dignu ejl, 
mli&noxijhominisfdngumefdgindtur. Ipfum credo 
docuiffe fdngumis fadcre coiurdre Cdtilmdm : er Bcllc* 
mm fcruu fuum hduflu humdni cruoris imbuerc:^ comi 
tidlcm morbu hominis fdngu'me 9 id efl morbo grduiore, 
fdndre. No« difiimiles er qui de dxend fbrds deuordnt iUi 
tds zr infittds cruore,uel mebris hommis er uifcere fd* 
giiutM. Nobis homicidiu ncc uidcre fosjiec dudirc : tdn* 
tumq; db hununo fdngumc cducmus,ut ncc eduhu peco* 
rum m cibisfdnguinc nouerimus : & dc inccflo conuiuio 
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fjhuU grdndcm dducrfum nosdmonu concio metitd efi: 
ut gkridpudiciti<edeformis'mfhmi<c ducrfione mdcuU* 
rctiut dttte cxplordti ucritdtcm homines d nobis tcrrore 
infrnd* opvnionis duertcretiSic de iflo et tuus Fronto,no 
ut dffirnidtor tcfUmoniu fccit,fed conuitiu ut ordtor dfger 
fxt. ILec cnim potm de ueflris getibtu ndtd funt. lus f/l d* 
pud Perfdt mifceiri cu mdtribM:Aegyptijs> et Athenit cU 
fororibiulegitimdcombid. Memori<e,crtrdgcedi£ ue* 
ftr£ incefiis gloridtur,quM uos libenter er legitis er M 
ditisfic er dcos colitis inceflos,cu mdtre,cufilid,cu fo* 
rore coiunttosMerito igitur inccflu penes uos f*pe de* 
prehenditurfemper ddmittitwrietid nefcientes miferi po 
teftis in iUicitd prorucreidum vencrem promifcue frdr* 
gitis:dum pdfiimliberosferitistdumetiddomindtos alie 
m mifericordit frequcnter exponitis : ncceffc ejl in uc* 
flros recurrere:infilios incrrdrc. Sic mccflifrbuld nefti* 
tis,etidm cu confcicntid non habetis. At nos pudorc nott 
frcie,fedmenteprdtftmus:uniusmdtrimonij uinculo li* 
benter inh<tremus:cupiditdte procreddi dut unl fcimus, 
<tut nulkmxouiuid non tdntu pudkd colimus, fcd cr fo* 
brid.nccenim mdulgcmus epulis,dutconuiuiu mero duci 
mM 9 fed grduitdtc bildritdtetemperdnM>cdflofermo* 
ne,corpore cdfliore:pleriq; inuioLticorporti uirgmitd* 
te perpetudfruutur potius qudmgloridtur. Tdntu deniq; 
4bc\i incefii cupido,ut nonuUis ruborifit ctid pudicd cort 
iunftio.Necdeultimdfldtimplebecoftflim^ 
ucflros,vr purpurds recufxmus:nec fhflidiofi fumus,fi o* 
mnes unu bonum fiipimiiSyCddc cogrcgdti quiete.qudfin* 
guli,ncc indngulisgdrruli,fidudircnos publiccdut cru* 
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hcfcitiSydUt timctis. Et qucd in dics no&ri numerus auge 
tur 7 noncjlcrimencrroris 7 fed tejhmoniu Idudis.ndmin 
bulchrogcnere utuendi cr pcrfhx cr pcrfcucrdt fuus,w 
4ccrcfcitdltenus. Sic nos dcntq^ non noUculo corporisjit 
piurfisfcdinnoccttiydcmcdcjtije fignofactle dignofcU 
tnus.Sic mutuo y qucd dolctis,dmore diligmus 7 quonu o» 
diffc no nouimus:fic nos, qd! inuidetis,frdtrcs uocdmw* 
ut unius dci pdrltti hom\ncs,ut cofortes fidci y ut fj>ei co* 
htrcdcs. Vos cnim ncc htuiccdgncfcitis^ in mutud om 
dUfieuitis:necfidtres uos>nifi fdne dd pdnicidium rcco* 
gnofcitisJPutdtis dUt ncs occultdre quod colimusfi delu* 
bra er ards no hdbemusfqucd enim fimuldchru dcc fin* 
gamsnmfirettccxijhmcsfitdci homoipfc fimuUcrut 
tcmplu quod ci ext)'Ud>cum totus hic mundus eius cpcrc 
fibricdtuscumcdpcrcnopcfiitfc? cuhcmcldtius mdttc 
amyititrduncim fdicvUm uim titntfmatcftatis mcludSt 
r>orcmcliu4 m ncftrd dcdicd,'usc8 mentcfin ncjlro tmo 
confecrdndus eji bettorefhcjlids & utttimdt dcmino of* 
fhcnuqu^lnujimmciprotulitfutrcijcid etfuum mu* 
ttuSyWgrdtumcft, am fitlrialtlishcjtu, bcfiM dv.imwl, 
C? pura mcnStCrfrnccrd fentcntid. \gitnr qui mncccn* 
tiam colttyYicmmo fuppUcdtqui iuftitidpt, Lco libdt:qui 
ftdudibus abjiinetypropitidt dcu:quihcm'mepericido fut 
riptt 7 opimdm uttttmxm c<cdit.H<tcnoftrd fdcrificidfac 
deifxcrd funtfic dpud ncs religiofior e& tUe^qut iufltor. 
fit enim qucm colimus deu 7 ncc ojlcndimus,ncc uidcmus. 
immo cx hoc deum crcdimus* quod eufentire pojfvmus, 
uidere non pcffumus. m cpmbus enim cius,gr in mundi 
wnibus motibus uirtutcmeiusfmper prtfentc fficU 
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ww-cum tondt,fulgurdt,fulmindt,cum ferendt. Ncr mU 
rcrtsfidcum no utdcs.ucnto cr flxtAM omnid impeUun 
tur,utlrdnturidgititur 9 zr fub oculis tdmcn no uenit uen 
tus,& flitut.fclcm ddeo y qut uidcndi omntbus cdttft r# , 
Hidcrenonpoffumur.rddijS dcies fubmcu:tur:obtutus in* 
tuctts hcbctdtmcj fi diw.UM 'mft>tcidS>omnis uifus extin 
gmtur.Quid ipfum folts drtiftamMum luminis fontcm 
pofiis fujitncrcfcum te db eius fulgo. tbus duertxs,d fulmi 
niimdbfcond isfDeumocults cdnultbui uis utdirc, cunt 
ipfim dninum tum>qud uiuificdm^ loqucrts ,wc dfri 
cere pofiis,nec UnerefScd entm d?us dftm hommis tgno 
Ydtw m calo conSittutut nd potcft <xut omnes obirc,dut 
fxngulos noffe. Errrt 6 homo & jpRerts:undc emm Dciii 
longcefisum omntd calcftidytcrrcndfycr qu* cxtrdi* 
ftdtn orbis proumcidm funtjco cognttd plcnd ihtf ibty 
nontdntu mbiSproxmm,fcdmfufiis eH.lnfolnn tda* 
turfus mtcndcycalo dffixM,fed terris omntb.\f>u\v< cjl: 
pdrtter prdfens ubiq; intercji^ mifcctur cnuuUn.nuf* 
qudm enim cimtudo uioldturqudnto mdgis dcus duCtor 
cmntum,dc fpcculdtor omnium, 4 quo nuUum potcfi cffc 
fecretumjtenebris mtcrcfiiinterefl cogitdttontb. nofivts* 
qudfi dlta-is tencbrisfXon tdntum fub itlo dgimutfed cit 
iUo(ut prope dixertm)uiuimut. Nec nobts de noftrdfrc* 
quentid blxndidmur,multi nobis uidcmur,fcd dco ddmo* 
dum pdUcifumus.Xos gcntes,ndtioesq,dtftinguimus:deo 
und domus efi mundut hic totus. Keges tdntum rcgni fui 
perofficidmimftroru uniuerfd nouere.dco mdici;s opus 
non efl : non folum in oculis ciwt,fcd er in fmujuuimus. 
ScdludtiA mhilprofuit, qubdunum cr ipfi dcu drts dtq; 
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templis mdximd fuperftitionc coluerutlgnordntid Ube'4 
risji prioru dut oblitus y dut infcius, pofterioru recordd* 
ris. Ndm et ipfi deum noftru( idcm enim omniu deus ejl) 
quddiuafle, innoxic y religiofe^ colucrut y qudndiupr<e* 
ceptis fxlubribus obteperduerut, dcpducismnumerifdx 
fti,de cgctib.diuitcs y dc fei'uietibtts reges:modici multos, 
inermi dnmtos du fugiunt infequetes dei iujfu y et elcmen 
tis ddnitctibttsobruerut. Scriptd eoru relege y uel fi Roma 
tiis mdgisgdudesyUt trdfedmus ueteres y ¥lduij lofephi y uet 
Antonijlulidniydeltukis requirc y idm fcies nequitid fiu 
hdnc eosmeruiffe fortunamec quicqua dccidijJc y quod no 
fithis,fi incotumdcidperfeuerdret,dnte pr<edittum. lt<t 
prius eos deferuiffe comprchendes y q effe def&tos:nec y iit 
impie locjueris y cu deo fuo cffe cdptos y fcd k deo ut difcipli 
n<e trdnsjugdsdeditos.Ceeterudetncendio mudi y dut im* 
prouifum ignecddere y dutdifficilc y non credere uulgdris 
erroris eft. Qnis enim fdpientivi dubitdt y quis ignordt, o* 
mnid qu& ortd funt occidcre y qu<e fattd funt mteriretCa* 
lum quoq^ cu omnibus y qu<e coelo cotbienturjtd ut ccepif- 
fct y definere?Fontiu dtdci dqud y mdrisue nutriri y in uim k 
gnis dbitwu jioicis cojidns opinio c[i:quod cofumpto hu 
more mundus hic omnis ignefcdt:et Epicureis de keme* 
torum cofldgrdtione, w mudi ruina cddc ipfd fentcntU 
eB.Loquitur Pldto pdrtcs orbis nuc muddre:dicit nuc al 
ternis uicibus drdefcere:cr cu ipfum mundu perpetuum, 
Cr infolubilem diceret ejfe fdbricdtu:dddit tdme ipfi arti 
fci deo foli^ folubile^ effe mortdleAtd nihil mirunt 
eft y fi ijh moles <xb eo y quo exfruttd dcftrudtur. Ank 
\ndducrtis philofophos edde % dijputdre qu<e dicimus y n5 $ 
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fios fimut eoru uefligid fubfecuti, fed $ iUidediumis pr* 
dittionib.prophetdru umbrdm interpoLt* ueritdtis imi 
tdtifint. Sic etid coditione remfcedifdpientiu ckriores, 
Vythdgordt primut,v prtcipuut Pldto, corruptd er di 
mididtdfide trddidcrut:ndm corporib.diffolutitfoUsdni 
m* uolut er perpetuo mdnere 9 er vn dlid noux corpors 
fepiutcomedrcMduntiltiso-tiUdd^ ueri 
tdtejn pecudeSyduesMtiuMyhominu dnimds redire.Won 
philofophifdne jiudio,[cd mimi ofjicio dignd ifld fcnten* 
tk cfl. Sed dd propofitu fdtis efi,etid in hocfdpientes ue* 
firos m dlique modum nobifcu confondre. C<eterum quis 
tdm jiultus dut brutat eji y ut dudedt repugwtrc homme k 
dco ut primu potuiffe fnguitd poffe denuo refbrmdrimi 
bil effe poft obitu,& dnte ortu mhil fiiiffc,ficut de nihilo 
tid[ci licuitjtd dcnihilo UcererepdrdrifPorro difficilw 
tji id quod no fit incipercq id quod fuerit itcrdre. Tu pe 
rire cr deo credis,jiquid oculis noflris hebetibus [ubtrd* 
hiturfCorpM omne fiue dre[citin puluere:fiue in humo* 
rem [oluitur,uel m cmere coprimitur,uel in nidore tenux 
tur>[ubducitur nobis:[ed deo clementoru cufiodid re[eru<x 
tur. Nec(ut creditis)uUum ddmnu [epultur* timcmusfed 
uetere er meliore con[uetud'me humdndifrcquentdmus. 
Vide ddeo \ m [oldtiu noftri refitrrettione futurdm om* 
nis ndtwrd meditetur:[ol dtmergit,o- nd[citur, dflrdLx* 
hutur, er redeut,flores occidunt,w reuiui[cunt:po§t [e* 
nium drbuffofrode[cunt,[em'md no nifi corruptd reuire* 
fcuntiitd corpus m feculo,ut drbores m hyberno,occultdt 
uirore driditdte metitd. Quid fiflmds ut crudd ddhuc hye 
me reuiui[cdt 7 {? redetffexpettdndSt nobis etid corporis 
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urr efl. Ncc ignoro plcrofy confcientid meritorum nihil 
fe ejjh pofl inortem mxgis optxre,quxm crcdere:malunt 
cnim extmgui pemtus^quxm xd fupplicix repxrdri. quo 
rum error augctur^ m feculo libcrtxte remtffx> zj dei 
pxnentix mxxtmu cuius qvxnto iudicium txrdum y txnto 
mxgis tuftum eft.Ettxmen xdmonentur hominii doftifii* 
morum i/fcrtf >er cxrmmibus poetxrumMus ignei fiumi 
nis,et de ftygtx pxlude fepius xmbientis drdoris>qu<t cru 
cixtibus tternis pr&pxrdtd* cr dxmonum indicijs-, er de 
orxculisprophetxrumcognitx tradtderunt.Yitideodpud 
eos etix ipfe rex luppiter per torrentes ripxs, cr atrxm 
uordgme iurdtrcligiofc:defl'mxtxenim fibi cu fuis culto 
ribus pccna prtfcius perhorrefcit:nec tormcntis aut mo* 
dus ulluSyXUttermmusAllic fxpiens ignis mcbraurit, o* 
rcfiat,cxrpit,w nutrit,ficut ignes fUmmft corporx txrt 
gunt>ncc xbfumunt:jicut ignes ke"nt monds^ Vefuuij 
motiSi&xrdentium ulicf; terrxrum flxgrxt* nec erogxn 
turiitx pocnxlc iUud mcendium no dxmntfi xrdcntium pa* 
fcitur,jcd mexefd corporu Ixceratione nutritur. ecs xutc 
tnerito torqueri,qui dcumncfcmt,ut impioSjUt miufte?* 
niliprof&nus nano dclibcrat y cupxrentem omniu,&om 
nium Dominum no mmoris fccleris /zt ignorare^ Isde* 
re. hJt quxnqux impcritid dei fujficixt xd pocna>ita ut no* 
titix projit xd ucnimytamen fi uobifcu Chrijiixni copx* 
remur y quamuis tn nonnuUis difciplmx nojlrx minor e& 9 
multo tamcnuobis meliores dcprchcdemur. Vosenimx* 
didtcridprohibctis,er faitisjws uxortb.nojlris folum* 
modo uiri ndfctmur:uos fcclerd ddmtjfx punitis:xpud nos 
CT cogitdre peccxre efi:uos cofcios tmrtis,nos etii con* 
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fcicntim foUm,ftnc qud cffc no poffumux. Dcmfy dc uc 
ftro numcro cjrccr tx*$toti% Chrtdunus tH nuUus, mfl 
aut rcut fv£ rcltgioms ,aut prcfugus. Nf c cfr frto quifqui 
m fcUtm captctytut cxcufctyCUcntU ftt fortis fortuns, 
tncnstamcn libcra cft:& idco dftus hommis no dignitas 
iudicatur. Quidcnim aitudcllfhtUyqquoddeuncquoq; 
ttojiru dcw jirus cjifqut cum poftt pr/fcircmatata,pro 
ptcriticyct qudlitattbus p.nguloi u cttc.m frta dctcrminat. 
Ita m ncbti non genitura plettiturftd mgcnij natura pu 
nttur.dc dc f*tofkk,mfi fduca pro Umporc difrutatn 
ri aW.s C7 KfWI C7 plenius.C&eru quod plcrtq; paupe 
rcs iicmttrpm cfc irjimia nvf rdyfcd glorta : amnius c* 
tiim utluxufoluitur,itafrug<<htdU firmatur.er tamcqs 
pouf pe.upcr cffcycui no cgi tyqui ncn inhiat alicr.Oyqui 
dcodtueseftfmigispauperiUe cfiyqtu cu multd habeat 9 
plura defderdt.Dicam tidcm quanddmcdu fentic.ncmo 
tampaupcrpoteft cfjcyquM mimcit.Mes finc pdtrt* 
tnor.to uiuunty<zr in dtcm pafcua pafcuntur:& h<tc nohis 
tamcn ndtd funt:qu£ cmnid fi r.on cocuptfctmutypcftde* 
tnm.lgiturutqutuidtcrityco fdiciorquo leuior mcedit: 
itd bcatior in hcc ttmcre uiuendiquipaupertatcfcfublc* 
ttatynofub dmtiaru cncrc fvfbirdt:& tamc facultatcSyfi 
Uttlcs putanmusyd dco pofccrcmus utiq^.mdulgere pof* 
fet dliquantuycuius cfi totu,fed nos cotemnere mdiumus 
cpcSyqua contmcre.mnoccnttd mdgts cupimusymdgis f>4 
tiettamfldgitatnus>malt.mus nos bonos cffe,q ( pdigos,cr 
quod corporishumdr.duittdfentimus& pdtimur,no eft 
poendymilitia efi.fvrtitudo cnim iv.fi: mttaxtb. robvratur* 
%y CdLmitM ftpius difctplm uirtutts eji> uircs denify rt 
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mctis cr corpom flne Idborvs excrcitdtioe torpefcut:os 
mnes ddco ucflri uirifbrtes,quos m exemplu prtdicatis, 
erunis fuis inclytifloruerut.ltdq; &- nobis deus nec nott 
potcfl fubucnire,nec dcf^icitxujit et omniu reCtor et de 
mdtor fuoriiyfcd in ddnerfis unuqucnq; cxpbrdt er exd 
mindt:ingcniu finguloru pericult? pcnfitdt:ufq; dd extre 
mdm mortc uoluntdte homhiis fcifcitdturjiibil fibipoffc 
perirc fccww. itdq; ut durti igmbusjic nos difcrimmibut 
trguimur. QUdpulchrum ftettaculum deojum Qhriftid 
nus cum dolore cogrediturxumdducrfum mnM er fup* 
plicid er tormentd coponiturxum fb-cpitii mortis et hor 
rorem cdmificis irridens mculcdtxti libertdtcm ful dcU 
uerfm reges er principes erigit :foli deo>cuius cfi? ccdit: 
cum triiiphdtor zj ui(tor y ipfi quidduerfum fc fentctidnz 
dixit,infultdt.vicit enim,qui qd J cotendit,cbtinuit. Quis 
no milcs fub oculis impdtoris dudacw pcriculu guoceti 
nemo enim prtmiu percipit dntc cxperimcntu: cr impe 
Tdtor tdmen qd'no hdbct no ddt:non poteft jppdgdrc uU 
tdm:potefi honefbre militid. At enim dei milcs nec in do 
lore dcfcritur,ncc morte finitur. Sic Chriflidnus mifer ui 
deripote&:rio potcfl mueniri. Vos ipfi cdldmitofos uiros 
firtvs dd ccduiMutiu Sccuoldm>qui cum errdffet m rcgc, 
pcriffct in hoflibusjtifi dexterm pcrdidiffet. Et quot ex 
- noflrit non dexterd folum y fcd totum corpus uri,crcmdri 
.fine uUis ciuktibus pertulerut y cum dimitti pr<cfcrtim hd 
herct mfud potefldtefviros : cu t\utio,uel cu Aquilio dut 
Rcgpbcopdro.Puerio-muUerculfnofhtcruces ettor 
mntd&rMiW omnes fuppliciorum terriculdt inftirdtd 
pdtientk doloris Mudut.Hcc intcUigitis 6 mifcri nerrimc 
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effc q dut fine rdtionc uclit panZ fubireuut tormetd fine 
deo pofiit fufuncreMifi firte uos decipit,q, deu nefcietes 
diuitijs dfftudt,honortb.florc4t,pottednt poteftdtib.mfe 
ri m noc altius toUutur y ut deciddt dltius. Hi enim ut uifti 
mt dd fuppliciu pigmZtur:ut hoftU dd potni coronltur* 
In hoc adeo quidi imperijs dc dommdtionib. erigutur,ut 
mgenium eorum pcrdite mentis liccntk poteftdtis Ubere 
nudmetur. Abfq; enim notitid dei,qu& poteji cffe folidd fc 
UcitdSyCu fit fomnio fimilis. Ante% tcnetur, etibitwr. Rex 
esjtdm times, \ timeris:w qu* libet fis multo comitdtu fti 
pdtus,dd periculu tdme folus es.Diucs esfedfortun* rm 
le crcditur^ mgno uidtico breue uiU iter non mftruU 
turjcd onerdtur. Ydfcibus et purpuris gloridrismnus er 
ror hommis,et mdnis cvdtm dignitdtis,fulgere purpurd* 
mente fordefcere.Nobilitdte generofus es : pdrcntes tuos 
Uuddsxmnes tdmen pdriforte ndfcimur:fola uirtute dU 
flinguimur.Nos igiturq morib.et pudore cefemur, meri 
tomdlisuoluptdtibus>etpopis ueftrisetflye&dculis dbfli 
ncmus:quoru zjde fttcris origme nouimM,etnoxid bldm 
dimctd ddmndmw. N<* in ludis curulib. qsno horredt t>o 
puli inferixdtis mfdnidfin glddidtorijs homicidij difcU 
pXm<x:m fc&nicvs etti no minor furor,turpitudo prolixim 
or. Nuc cnim mimus uel exponit ddulterid,uel monftrdt 
Nwc eneruis hiftrio dmorc dum fingitjnfiigit.ldcm deos 
ucflros inducdo ftuprd,fuft>irid,odid>dedecordt.\de fimu 
Utis dolorib Uchrymds ueftrds udnis geftibus er nutibus 
puocdt.Sichomicidiu in uerofldgitdtis:m menddcio flc* 
tis. Qupd uero fdcriftcioru reliquiM-, er poculd delibdtd 

wntcmnimus:n5 conftfiio timoris e&,fed uertliberuti* 

afferth 

1 
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tffcrtio. N£ wfi omne qd 9 ndfcitur 9 ut inuiohbile dci mu 
tius nuUo operc corrupiturydbjltncmtis tami ne quis exU 
fttmet aut dtmontjs quibus libatu efi ccdcre 9 dut nufirs rc 
Ugionis pudcrv. Qjjtf dute lUe qui dubitdt uernts mdulge 
rcnos floribus, cu captamus cr rofam uerts w Itliu, cr 
quicqd dliud in fljrtbus bliit coloris £T odjrts cjlf btf em 
nim or frarjis utimur moUtb.ac folutis^ fcrtis co\U co 
plcfttmur. Sanetycdpu-no corontmus,igtiofcice.Auri 
boni fhris n.infc. ducenyno ocapitio capillitite folemut 
haurire. Nec mortuos corondms. Egouos tn hoc mdgis 
tniror 9 qucm idmodiitribuxtis cxtnimiy aut fenticntift* 
ccm>dutnJ5fcnncn>icoroni,cu & bt\itus no cgcat 7 et mi 
fer no gdudcdt florib. At cnim nos cxcqds ddoramus. Ha* 
dcm traqllitdtc qud uiuimus.ncc ddneftimus arefccntc co 
roniyfedddcofternis fljrtb.itluidi fu]lnicmus:q & mo 
dcflt dcinoftrilibcralititejecurifpe fiiturjt fitcitdtis y fi 
dc prtfcntis eius mdiefhtis dninwnur.Sic <jr beatirefu* 
gimutyCtfuturi cotcmpUtione ii uiuimis. Proinde Socra 
tes fcurrd Atticus uidentnibil fc fctrc cofcffttSyteflimonio 
Ucet fiUicifiimi djcmoms gloricfus : Arccldas quofy w 
CarneadeSyW PyrrhoyCpomnis dCddemicoru multttudo 
dcltberctiStmonidcs etti tn perpetuu coperendinctyphi* 
lofopkoru fupcrciltd cotemnimttSy quos corruptoreSy or 
tdultcros nouimWyCr tyrinos^ct fempcr ddncrfus fux ui 
tu ficundos. Nos no hdbitu fdpientiiyfed mcnte prtfbri* 
mus:no c\oquimurmdgndyfedu\uimtis.(jloridmurnos co 
fecutoSyquodilUfummd intcttoncqu<cfiuerutyncc inucnu 
re potuerut. Quid vngrdtifumusf quid nobis inuidemu4 % 
JS ueritds diuvnitatis nofiri teporis £tate maturuitf Yrua* 

^ HlWf 
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tm hotto n~ ftro,cr rettifententii tcpercmus,cchibea* 
twrfupfiitiojmpietM cxpietur, ucra rcltgio rcfcructur. 
Cu Ottauius peroraffct,aliquidiu nos ad fdenttu flupefi 
fthintctt uvdtuis tencbamwcr quodadmc efl,magnitudi 
tte admirattots euanui^ ca,qwe fkciltus eftfcntirc,q di* 
ccrc^ argumctis^ excplri, lcttionu auttoritati* 
hM,adornaffit:zr malcuolcs ijfdem iUis quibtit arntan 
tur>philofopboru telis rctudiffcUefiendtffct etta ueritate 
tion tantumodo fnci!em,fed c? jiuorabdc.Dum tfihtc igi 
tur apud me tacitws rcucluo,C*ctlius fic erupit. Ego Qttd 
uio meo plunrm->quantu ad tranquillitatc, qtu utuimus: 
fed ct mthigratulor. ncc cxpetto fentctuwtcimw, ct ita 9 
ut improl us,ufurpo uittoriam:nam ut ille mei uittor cfl 9 
itd cgo triuphator erroris. Uaq; quod pertbtcat ad fum* 
mam qu<rfliomi,w de prouidctia fkteor,& deo ccdo,& 
dc fett* iam no\ir& fynccritate cofcntio. Etia nunc tame 
tliqua cofubfidunt no ob\irc t Ua umtati, f d perfittd 
inftitutionineccffam y dequtbi^Lrafimo(^ iamfol occd 
fui dccliuis cfi)ut dc toto cogrucntius, proptius requtre* 
mut.ktego(mqui)prolixiMcmniu nofiruutccgaudeo: 
g, etiam Ottauius mihi uiccrit>cu maxima iudtcadi mihi 
inuidia detrattafit. Nec tamcn poffum mcritu cius ucr* 
horumlaudtbmrepenfare:tefttmoniu ^hcminis gru<* 
nius infirmu cfi. Habet dei munus eximtu> k quo irfyi 
ratut orauit^ obtinuit adiutus. Vcfl h&c Uti, hdarcscfa 
dtfccfitmus:C<£cdim g, crcdidcrit^ott.uam gaudere^ui 
$erit:ego quod hic credidcrit^ hic uiccrit. 

\ Arnobij Dijputationm dduerfus Gcntes 

Ubri ottaui,w ultimi Ettrifr 
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tffertio. cr/i ownc qd p ndfcitur 9 ut inuioUbile dei VM 
nui nullo operc corrupiturydbjitncmus txmi nequis exU 
Ihmet dut dtmonijs qutbus libdtu efi ccdcrc^m nujlr* rc 
Ugionis pudcre. Qjjtf xute tUe qui dubitdt uernts mdulge 
rc ncsfloribus, cu cxpixmus cr rofm ums & Uliu, <J 
quicyd dUid in fijrtbus blitk coloris cr odjrts cjif his e* 
nim &fe*rfis utimur moUtb.dc folutis,zr fertvs collx cb^ 
plcfttmur. Sdneq,cxpu>nj corontmus,igiwfci(e.Auri 
boni fbris n.iribJucerey-noocctptthcdpillisUe folemut 
bdurire. Nec mortuos coronxmus. Egotus m hoc mxgifi 
mirorrfj.cm tdmod* trtbuxtis cxtnimiy xut fenticntt fx* 
ccmyiutnJSfcnncniicorondyCii zr bcxtus no cgcdt 7 et mi 
fcr no gxudext florib. At cnim nos exeqxs xdorxmus. &** 
dcm trZyllitdte qux uiuimus.ncc ddnedimiis xrefccnte co 
Yoniyfedddcofitcrnisflmb.iauidd fujhncmus.qa mo 
dcftt dcinoflriliberalitdtejecurifrc futur* frltcitxtiSyft 
dc prtfcntvs eius mxiefhtis dnimxmur. Sic vjf bcdti refut 
gimM y etfuturicotanpLtioneu uiuim.is. Prolnde Socrd 
tcsfcurrd Atticus utdentnMfc fctrc cofcfft(S 7 teflimonio 
licet fillicifiimi dsmonis gloriofus : Arcclilu quofy er 
Cdrneddcsivr PyrrhoyZromms xcxdcmicoru multttudo 
dHiberctiStmonides etti m perpetuu copcrendinctyphi* 
lofophoru fupcrciltd cotemnimtiSy quos corruptores 9 & 
tdultcros nommusycr tyrxnoSyCt fempcr dducrfus fuxui 
tidfkundos. Nos nd hdbitu fxpienttdyfed mcnte prtftri* 
mus.no chquimur mxgnayfcduiuimtts.Glmxmurnos co 
fecutosyquod tlUfummx tnhtioncqudfwerutyncc inuctti* 
re potuerut. Quid mgrdtifumusf quid nobis inuidemttf* 

g ueritds diumttxtis noflri tcporis etdte mdtwrmtt Yrud* 
" Htur 
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mw bono n*. itrOyW rettifententi* tcpcrcmuSyCchibedm 
tur fupftitioyimpieta* cxpictur, ucra rcligio rcfcructnr. 
Cu Oflduius peroraffctyahquidiu nos ad jilentiu flupcfi 
fthvntcti uultus tencbamusw quod ad mc eft,mdgnitudi 
tte ddmirdttois euanuhq, ea y qu<e jicilua cfl fentirc,q dU 
cor,er argumcus,z? cxcpliSy & lcttionu duftontdtU 
huA,adornaffit:z? malcuolos ijfdem iUis quibus arman 
turyphdofopboru tclis retudiffctcftcndtffet etiaucritate 
tion tantumodo fkcHemyfed c? fiuorabdc.Dum ijlhtc igi 
tur apud me tacitus rcucluoyCmlm fic crupit. Ego Cftd 
uio meo plurimUyquantu ad trdnquillitdtCy qud uiuimus: 
fed et mihi gratulor. ncc cxpctto fentctuwicimiiSy ct itd, 
• ut impro! usyufurpo ui(lomm:nam ut ilic mei uittcr cfl, 
itd cgo triuphator crroris. Itaq^ quod pertbicc.t ad fumn 
mam qu<rfiionii,z? de prouidctia fkteoryty dco cedoyCr 
dc fettt iam noftrdc fynceritdte cofcntio. Etia nunc tame 
diqua cofubfidunt no objtre t tia ucritatiy fvd perfttt* 
inftitutiom neccffarUyde qiubu* ^raftmo( g, iam fol occd 
fui decliuis eft)ut dc toto cogmcntiusy proptius rcquirem 
mus. At cgo(inqud)prolixius cmmu noft) u uuegaudeo: 
g, etiam Ottduiiu mihi uiccritycu mdxima iudicadi mihi 
inuidid detrattdfit. Nrc tdmcnpoffum mcritu cius ucrm 
borumldudibusrepenfare.tefttmoniu whcminis &um 
nius infrmu eft.Uabet dei munus eximtUy d quo & \nff>i 
rdtus orduityW obtinuit adiutus. Vcfl k£c Istt^ hilarcscfr 
dtfccfimus:C<ecilius^ crcdtdcrit y Ottauius gauderccfrui 
$erit:ego quod hic crcdidcrityW hic uiccrit. 

* ArnobijDtfautationum aduerfus Gcntes - 
Libri o(tmi,o- ultimi Einis^ 
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